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PART I. 

MEMOIRS OF CELEBRATED PERSONS, WHO HAVE 
DIED WITHIN THE YEARS 1830-1831- 



No. I. 
THE HON. SIR ROBERT CAVENDISH SPENCER, 

KNIGHT COMMANDER OF THE ROYAL HANOVERIAN GUELPHIC 
ORDER, CAPTAIN OF HIS MAJESTY'S SHIP MADAGASCAR, 
SURVEYOR- GENERAL OF THE ORDNANCE^ AND AN EXTRA 
GROOM OF HIS MAJESTY'S BEDCHAMBER. 

This gallant officer was the third, but second surviving, son 
of George John, second and present Earl Spencer, K. G., arid 
the Hon. Lavinia Bingham, eldest daughter of Charles, first 
Lord, and afterwards Earl of, Lucan. 

Sir Robert was born on the 24fth of October, 1791 ; and 
received his education at Harrow. He commenced his naval 
career in August, 1804, as midshipman on board the Tigre, 80, 
Captain Benjamin Hallo well, with whom he first sailed to the 
Mediterranean ; and from thence accompanied Nelson to the 
West Indies, in pursuit of the combined fleets of France and 
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2 THE HON. SIR ROBERT CAVENDISH SPENCER. 

Spain. In the spring of ISO?, Captain Hallowell was oc- 
cupied in commanding the naval part of the expedition sent 
from Messina, to take possession of Alexandria ; and Mr. 
Spencer was employed in all the boat services which took 
place; and at both the unsuccessful attacks on Bosetta, under 
the immediate orders of Captain (now Vice- Admiral) Fellowes. 

For the next two years the Tigre was principally employed 
in watching the port of Toulon ; and at the capture and de- 
struction of the French convoy in the bay of Rosas, Novem- 
ber 1. 1809, Mr. Spencer was employed in the Tigre's 
launch, under Lieutenant Edward Boxer, the senior officer, 
and leader of the starboard line of boats. The crew of the 
launch were among the first who, hauling up on the in-shore 
side of la Lamproie, penetrated under the boarding nettings, 
which the French had neglected to lace down, doubtless sap- 
posing that the fire from the beach would have deterred any 
attempt to board on that side. 

Mr. Spencer's commission as lieutenant bore date Decem- 
ber IS. 1810: he removed with Rear- Admiral Hallowell to 
the Malta, 84 ; and continued to serve in that ship until he re- 
ceived an order to take charge of the Pelorus brig, in October, 
18 L2.. He was promoted to the rank of Commander January 
22. 1813 ; and appointed first to the Kite brig, of sixteen guns, 
and soon after to the sloop Espoir of eighteen, which, joining 
Sir Edward Pellew's ^eet, was selected by that officer to form 
a part of Captain Usher's squadron employed off the French 
coast, in the neighbourhood of Marseilles. That little squad- 
ron was in a state of unceasing activity^ few days passing in 
which it Was not. engaged with the enemy* One of the most 
remarkable of its services was one suggested by Captain 
Spencer — the destruction of the batteries at Cassis, a small 
sea-port between Marseilles and Toulon* ^^ Owing to a light 
windy" says Captain Usher, in his official letter, ^^ the Un- 
daunted could not take up the anchorage that I intended: 
therefore, to Captain Coghlan, Sir John Sinclair, and the 
Hon. Captain Spencer, I am entirely indebted for the success 
that attended an enterprise which, for gallantry, has seldom 
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been surpassed/' The re-embarkation of the men was con- 
ducted under Captain Spencer's orders; and he selected a 
situation which was particularly well calculated to resist any 
attack from Toulon or Marseilles, had such been attempted* 

On the J9th of January, 1814, Captain Spencer was ap- 
pointed to the Carron twenty-gun corvette ; which ship he 
continued to command after his advancement to post rank, 
June 4. 1814. The Carron was one of the small squadron 
under Captain the Hon. W. H. Percy at the attack of Fort 
Bowyer, near Mobile, in West Florida, September 15. 1814. 

It appears by the official account of that gallant, but un- 
successful enterprise, that, after the senior officer anchored, 
the wind died away, and a strong ebb tide prevented Captain 
Spencer from getting his ship into the position wished for. 
He therefore left her distantly engaged, hastened to the assist- 
ance of his gallant friend, and remained with him on board 
the Hermes, until the boats of the squadron came alongside 
to take out her surviving officers and crew, the greater part of 
whom, including many of the wounded, were received on 
board the Carron. 

At the latter end of the same year. Captain Spencer was 
very usefully employed in the expedition against New Orleans. 
From his knowledge of the French and Spanish languages, 
he was selected by Sir Alexander Cochrane to obtain inform- 
ation respecting the state of Louisiana, and procure guides, 
pilots, &c. for the approaching expedition. He narrowly 
escaped being taken prisoner by General Jackson's cavalry, 
while in company with an officer of the Quarter-master Ge- 
neral's department, looking into the fort of Pensacola, into 
which place the enemy's cavalry entered at the moment these 
officers pushed o£Pfrom the mole-head. 

Although the junior captain present. Captain Spencer was 
selected to reconnoitre Lac Borgne, in company with Major 
Peddle, for the purpose of discovering where a landing could 
be best effected. Having . obtained considerable influence 
over the emigrated Spaniards and Frenchmen settled as fish- 
ermen, &c., he prevailed oh one of them to take Major Peddie, 
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4f THE HON. SIR ROBERT CAVENDISH SPENCER. 

himself, and coxswain in a canoe up the creek ; and this party 
actually penetrated to the suburbs of New Orleans, and walked 
over the very ground afterwards taken up by General Jackson 
as the position for his formidable line of defence. Having 
discovered an eligible spot for the disembarkation, he under- 
took, with Colonel Thornton, and about thirty of the 85tK 
and 95th regiments, to dislodge a strong picket of the enemy ; 
a service which they performed most efficiently, without a 
shot being fired, or an alarm given. From this time to the 
disastrous 8th of January, when the army failed in its last 
attack on the American lines. Captain Spencer was engaged 
in all the arduous duties which fell to the lot of the officers 
who remained on shore. It was shortly after that he received 
a letter from Sir Alexander Cochrane, conveying that officer's 
sense of his exertions and conduct during the whole of the 
operations connected with Louisiana and Florida, and ap- 
pointing him to the command of the Cydnus, a fine thirty- 
eight gun frigate. Peace was soon after concluded with the 
United States; and it being desirable to keep our Indian 
allies from further hostilities. Captain Spencer was selected by 
Sir Pulteney Malcolm for the delicate service of settling all 
their claims, and dismissing them from our service. This was 
arranged to the entire satisfaction of His Majesty's Govern- 
ment, notwithstanding the prejudices and wild habits of the 
Indians, amongst whom Captain Spencer lived encamped at 
Prospect Bluff, far up the Apalachicola river, for more than a 
month. 

Captain Spencer's next appointment was May 80. 1817, to 
the Ganymede, 26 ; and, whilst commanding that ship in the 
Mediterranean, he was sent, by Sir Charles V. Penrose, to 
remonstrate with the Bashaw of Tunis on the behaviour of 
bis cruisers. Not only was this mission successful, but the 
Bashaw was induced to sign an additional article to the exist- 
ing treaty, binding himself to certain points deemed of im- 
portance by the British Government. 

In 1819, an expedition being intended by Spain for the 
recovery of her South American colonies, and it being sup- 
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posed that our extensive and valuable commercial interests 
might sufier between the contending parties, Sir Thomas M. 
Hardy was nominated to the chief command on the coasts of 
South America ; and Captain Spencer was selected by the 
First Lord of the Admiralty to command a frigate under his 
orders* He was accordingly appointed to the Owen Glen- 
dower, of 42 guns. 

It was his fortune on this service to be frequently obliged 
to act in a diplomatic character. Our complicated commercial 
relations with the new, states, which we had not then recog* 
nised, occasioned very intricate questionsof international law: 
in all these. Captain Spencer's cultivated mind, and excellent 
judgment, were of the greatest advantage to the important in- 
terests which he represented. To the internal government of 
his ship, and the education of the young men intrusted to his 
care, he also so far devoted his attention, that the Owen 
Glendower was instanced as an example of efficient order 
and perfect discipline worthy of general. imitation. It was in 
that frigate that the useful invention of Congreve's Lights was 
first introduced, at Captain Spencer's own expense, before it 
had been countenanced by the Board of Ordnance. The 
Owen Glendower was paid off at Chatham, September 17. 
1822, having previously visited Copenhagen, to which place 
Captain Spencer was accompanied by his noble father. 

On the 12th of April, 1823, Captain Spencer was appointed 
to the Naiad, 46; in which frigate, after a cruise in the 
Channel, he sailed from Spithead with sealed orders, in 
September following. After remaining at Lisbon until the 
early part of 1824, he proceeded to Algiers with the Chame- 
leon brig, of 10 guns, under his orders, to remonstrate against 
the outrageous proceedings of the Dey, who had broken open 
the house of the British Consul, and taken away two of his 
servants, under the pretence that they belonged to a tribe 
called Cabbais, natives of the interior, against whom the 
Regency had commenced a war of extermination and plunder. 
On his arrival. Captain Spencer found two Spanish vessels in 
the mole, which had just been captured, and their crews 
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destined to slavery. With the most praiseworthy fiBeling, he 
made the release of these poor captives a part of his demands, 
agreeably to the Exmouth treaty> which renounced the right 
of the Dey to enslave Christian subjects. After waiting four 
days, and finding the Dey still obstinate in refusing his just 
claims, Captain l^encer embarked the Consul-general and 
family on board the Naiad; and on the 3 1st of January, 1824, 
got under weigh with his guests, and worked out of the bay 
with the Chameleon in company. Whilst the Naiad and her 
consort were beating out, the corvette which had captured 
the Spanish vessels was seen running for the mole; and 
chase being given, and several shot fired across I^r bows to 
bring her to, which was disregarded, she was reduced to a 
wreck by the Naiad's fire, and subsequently laid on board 
very gallantly by the Chameleon. In a few minutes she was 
in possession of the brig's crew, and proved to be the Tripdii 
of 18 guns, and 100 men, of whom seven were killed 
and twelve wounded ; the British sustained no loss. Finding 
that this vessel Was in a leaky state, and so much dbabled by 
the fire she had sustained as to make her quite unseaworthy, 
Captain Spencer abandoned her, after taking out the Alge« 
rine commander and seventeen Spaniards, the latter of whom 
were thus happily rescued from slavery. 

Captain Spencer then repaired to Malta, £[>r the purpose 
of communicating his proceedings to Sir Harry Neale, the 
commander-in«chief in the Mediterranean, with whom he re-* 
turned, two days afterwards, to Algiers. The Dey still con- 
tinued obstinate in his refusal, and a blockade was established ; 
during the whole period of which the Naiad was employed on 
that coast. On the 24di of May, 1824, Captain Spencer re* 
ported to the commander-in-chief a very gallant exploit — 
the complete destruction^ under the walls of Bona^ of en 
Algerine brig of war, by the boats of the Naiad, under the 
command of his first lieutenant, Mr. Quin. 

At length every preparation was made for bombarding the 
town, when the Dey communicated to Captain Spencer, who 
had been sent on shore, his readiness to come to terms* As 
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it appeared likdy that the negotktioiis and final amingenients 
would oocupy some days, the coininander4n-Ghief then di»- 
persed his squadron, and left Captain Spenoer to conclude 
the treaty with the Dey ; which he performed to the peifect 
satis&ction of Government The last year of the Naiad's 
fierFice was passed on the shores of Greece and the Archipe- 
lago^ employed in the protection of our commerce, and occa- 
sionally in political n€^tiation with the commander of the 
Turkish forces in the Morea, and with the Greek chiefs. 

On the Naiad being ordered home, Sir Harry Neale ad- 
dressed a very complimentary letter to Captain Spencer, ex- 
pressing Iiis sense of Captain Spencer's services. The Naiad 
was paid off at Portsmouth, in the autumn of 1826. Hie 
high state of perfection to whi<^ tlie gunnery was carried, 
and the admirable system of discipline established on board 
that frigate, during the period of Captain Spencer's cocn- 
mand, is said ^^ never to have been exceeded." 

In August, 1827, Captain Spencer was appointed Private 
Secretary to his Royal Highness the Lord High Adnural, 
his present Majesty William IV.; and in that situation be 
assisted in effecting many useful reforms in the naval depart* 
ment. He was a great advocate ibr that system of inspectiati 
which, at the time, gave much satisfaction to the sei*vica, but 
which has since been discontinued. To his pen is attributed 
the ingenious catechism whicli gained the name of the 
Ninety-nine Questions, and which, though not acted on (it is 
believed on account of the Lord High Admiral's resignation)) 
became known to the service, and was productive of many 
advantageous results. 

If by some it has been thought that, whilst in this arduous 
situation. Sir Robert Spencer drew the strings of authority 
too tight, it must be recollected that to such an accusation 
all public officers are liable; and, where so much real worth 
is acknowledged, a little occasional bluntness and shortness 
of manner, unfortunately incident to the profession of a sear 
man imd the habits of command, may surely be excused. 
During the illness of Sir William Hoste, Captam Spencer 
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took the command of the Royal Sovereign yacht, when his 
Royal Highness made his second visitation to the Dockyards, 
in 1828. Exemplary in all his conduct, he thought it right 
to read to the ship's company the service of the church ; and 
his Royal Highness remarked, that he had never heard it 
performed with more impressive eloquence than on that 
ONCCasion. 

Captain Spencer continued to fill his important office until 
the royal Duke's retirement, in 1828. His Royal Highness, 
as a mark of his approval and esteem, had appointed him, on 
the 24th of August, one of the Grooms of his Bedchamber; 
in October of the same year he was nominated a Knight 
Commander of the Royal Hanoverian Guelphic Order : he 
was knighted at Windsor on the 24«th of the following month. 

On the resignation of his Royal Highness, employment 
again became immediately the object of this zealous and 
indefatigable officer; and in September, 1828, he was ap- 
pointed to the Madagascar, a frigate of 46 guns, on the 
Mediterranean station* On his brother. Lord Althorp, be- 
coming a member of the present administration. Sir Robert 
Spencer was selected to represent the Navy at the Ordnance 
Board, as Surveyor-general of that department ; and his ship 
was ordered home. He was not destined, however, to revisit 
his native country ; an inflammation of the bowels having 
seized him at Alexandria, and in two days terminated his 
valuable life. He died on the 4th of November, 1830. 

Throughout life, all the energies of Sir Robert Spencer's 
active mind were unremittingly employed in the science of 
his profession, and in its discipline ; and these great acquire- 
ments, united with his native gallantry and tried spirit, made 
him an early and bright example to the British Navy, rich as 
it is in the display of nautical skill and braveiy. So happily 
did the firmness of his mind combine with the benevolence of 
his heart, that the attachment and devotion with which he 
inspired the officers and men with whom he sailed, can be 
understood only by those who witnessed the result; for they 
saw the aiFectionate confidence which was reposed in his 
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fatherly protection^ and the instantaneous obedience which 
was given to his masterly commands. It is also difficult to 
describe the unequalled delight of his society. The playful- 
ness and gaiety of his disposition, the tenderness of his hearty 
the good sense, the deep feeling, and the entire absence of all 
selfishness, which peculiarly belonged to his conversation, 
gave to his social intercourse a charm, which no one who 
ever partook of it in his familiar hours can recollect without 
the deepest sorrow for his loss. 



For the foregoing memoir, with the exception of a few 
paragraphs, we are indebted to Marshall's Royal Naval 
Biography. 
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No. 11. 

HENRY MACKENZIE, ESQ. 

Henry Mackenzie was hotn at Edinburgh, in August, 
174S. His father was Dr. Joshua Mackenzie, an eminent 
physician of Edinburgh, who had himself been distinguished 
in the world of letters as the author of a volume of Medical 
and Literary Essays $ his mother was Margaret, the ekiest 
daughter of Mr. Rose of Kilravock, of a very ancient family 
in Nairnshire* 

After being educated at the High School and University 
of Edinburgh, Mr. Mackenzie, by the advice of some friends* 
of his father, was articled to Mr. Inglis of Redhall, in order 
to acquire a knowledge of the business of the Exchequer ; a 
law department iif which he was likely to have fewer com- 
petitors than in any other in Scotland. 

To this, although not perfectly compatible with that literary 
taste which he very early displayed, he applied with due dili- 
gence ; and, in 1765, went to London to study the modes of 
English Exchequer practice, which, as well as the constitution 
of the courts, are similar in both countries. While there, his 
talents induced a friend to solicit his remaining in London, 
and qualifying himself for the English bar. But the anxious 
wishes of his family that he should reside with them, and the 
moderation of an unambitious mind, decided his return to 
Edinburgh ; and there he became, first partner, and after- 
wards successor to Mri Inglis, in the office of Attorney for 
the Crown. 

His professional labour, however, did not prevent his 
attachment to literary jpursuits. When in London, he 
sketched some part of his first and very popular work. Tie 
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Man ^ Feeling f which was published anonymously in 1771; 
and was so much a favourite with the pubUc, as to beoome, a 
few years after, the occasion of a remarkable fraud. A Mr. 
Eccles of Bath, observing that the book was accompanied bj 
no author's name, laid claim to it, transcribed the whole in 
his own hand, with blottings, interlineations, and eonrectioBS, 
and maintained his right with such plausible pertinacity, that 
Messrs. Cadell and Strahan (Mr* Mackengie's publishers) 
found it necessary to undeceive the public by a formal 
contradiction. 

In a few years after this Mr. Madkenzie published his 
Mtm of tke Worlds which seems to be intended as a second 
part to The Man of Feeling. It breathes the same tone of 
exquisite moral delicacy, and of refined sensibility. In his 
former fiction, he imagined a hero constantly obedient to 
every emotion oS his moral sense. In The Man of ike World 
he exhibited, on the contrary, a person rushing neadlong into 
vice and ruin, and spreading misery all around him, by 
pursuing a happiness which he expected to obtain in defiance 
of the moral sense. 

His next production was Jtdia de RoMgnS^ a novel in a 
series of letters. The £sible is very interesting, and the letters 
are written with great elegance and propriety of style. 

In 1777 or 1778, a society of gentlemen in Edinburgh) 
mostly of the legal profession, who used to meet occasionally 
for convivial conversation at a tavern kept by M. Bay 11, a 
Frenchman, projected the publication of a series of papers on 
morals, manners, taste, and literature, similar to those of the 
Spectator. This society, originally designated The Tabemade^ 
but afterwards The Mirror Ctub^ consisted of Mr. Mackenzie^ 
Mr. Craig, Mr. Cullen, Mr. Bannatine, Mr. Macleod, Mr. 
Abercrombie, Mr. Solicitor-General Blair, Mr. George Home» 
and Mr. George Ogilvie; several of whom afterwards became 
judges in the supreme Courts of Scotland. Of these,, Mr. 
(now Sir William) Bannatine, a venerable and accomplished 
gentleman of the old school, is, at present, the only survivor. 
Their scheme was speedily carried into effect; and the papers 
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under the title of The Mirror^ of which Mr. Mackenzie was 
the editor, were published in weekly numbers, at the price of 
tbree^pence per folio sheet The sale never reached beyond, 
three or four hundred in single papers ; but the succession of 
the numbers was no sooner closed, than the whole, with the 
names of the respective authors, were republished in three 
duodecimo volumes. The writers sold the copyright; out of 
the produce of which they presented a donation of 100/. to 
the Orphan Hospital, and purchased a hogshead of claret for 
the use of the club. To The Mirror succeeded The Lounger^ 
a periodical of a similar character, and equally successful. 
Mn Mackenzie was the chief and most valuable contributor 
to both these works. His papers are distinguished from all 
the rest by that sweetness and beauty of style, delicacy of 
taste, and tenderness^ which form the peculiar character of 
his writings. In The L&unger, Mr. Mackenzie paid the first 
tribute to the genius of Burns, by a review of his poems then 
first published, which brought the unknown poet into im- 
mediate notice, and at once drew him from obscurity into 
the full blaze of a fame that will never die.* 

On the institution of the Royal Society of Edinburgh, 
Mr. Mackenzie became one of its members ; and, amongst 
the papers with which he enriched the volumes of its Trans'- 
actions^ are, an elegant tribute to the memory of his friend. 
Judge Abercrombie^ and a memoir on German Tragedy ; the 
latter of which bestows high praise on the Emilia Galotti of 
Lessing, iand on The Robbers^ by Schiller. For this memoir 
he had procured the materials through the medium of a 
French work ; but desiring afterwards to enjoy the native 
beauties of German poetry, he took lessons in German from 
a Dr. Okelyj whb was, at that time, studying medicine at 
Edinburgh. The fruits of his attention to German literature 
appeared farther in the year 1791, in a small volume contain* 
ing translations of the Set of Horses^ by Lessing, and of two 
or three other dramatic pieces. 

• T/ie Mirror began the 23d January, 1779, and ended tlie 27tli May, 1780. 
Tfie Lounger began the 6tfa February, 1785) and ended the 6th January, 1767. 
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. Mr. Mackenzie was one of the original members of the 
Highland Society^ and by him were published the volnmes of 
their Transactions, to which he prefixed an account of the in- 
stitution and principal proceedings of the Society. In those 
Transactions is also to be found his view of the controversy 
respecting Ossian's Poems ; and, whatever may be thought of 
his success in vindicating their authenticity, the paper contains 
a most interesting account of Gaelic poetry. 

In the year 1792, he was one of those literary men who 
contributed occasional tracts to disabuse the lower orders of 
the people, led astray at that time by the prevailing frenzy of 
the French Revolution. In 1793, he wrote the Lfye of Dr. 
Blacklock, at the request of his widow, prefixed to a quarto 
edition of that blind poet's works. Mr. Mackenzie's intimacy 
with Blacklock gave him an opportunity of knowing the 
habits of his life, the bent of his mind, and the feelings peculiar 
to the privation of sight under which Blacklock laboured. 

The Literary Society of Edinburgh, in the latter part of the 
last century, whose intimacy Mr. Mackenzie enjoyed, is de- 
scribed in his Life of John Home, which he read to the Royal 
Society in 1812; and, as a sort of Supplement to that Life, he 
then added some Critical Essays, chiefly on Dramatic Poetry, 
which have not been publisheji. 

Mr. Mackenzie was also a dramatic author. A tragedy 
written by him in early life, under the name of The Spanish 
Father, was never represented ; in consequence of Mr. Gar- 
rick's opinion that the catastrophe was of too shocking a kind 
for the modern stage; although he owned the merit of the 
poetry, the force of some of the scenes, and the scope for fine 
acting in the character of Alphonso, the leading person of the 
drama. In 1773, Mr. Mackenzie produced a tragedy under 
the title of The Prince of Tunis, which, with Mrs. Yates as 
its heroine, was performed with applause, for six nights, at the 
Edinburgh Theatre. Of three other dramatic pieces by Mr. 
Mackenzie, the next was The Shipwreck, or Fatal Curiosity. 
This was an alteration and amplification of Lilly's hor- 
rible, but rather celebrated, tragedy of Fatal Curiosity, sug- 
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gested by a perusal of Mr. Harris's Philological Sssat/s^ tben 
recently published. Some new characters were introduced, 
with the view of exciting more sympathy with the calamities of 
the Wilmot family. Rather unfortunately, Mr. Colman had, 
about the same time, taken a fancy to alter Lilly's play. His 
production was brought out at the Haymarket, in 1 782 ; and 
Mr. Mackenzie's at Covent Garden, in 1783 or 1784. — T7ie 
Force of Fashion, a comedy, by Mr. Mackenzie, was acted 
one night at Covent Garden Theatre, in 1789; but, from its 
failure, it was nev^ printed. The object of this piece was to 
ridicule those persons who affect fashionable follies and vices, 
while in reality they despise them. Its language was elegant ; 
but its characters, though not ill«drawn, wanted novelty ; and, 
altogether, its deficiency in stage effect was palpable. Another 
unsuccessful comedy of Mr. Mackenzie's, mentioned in Camp*- 
bell's History of Poetry in Scotland, was The White Hypocrite, 
produced at Covent Garden in the season of 1788-9. 

Among the prose compositions of Mr. Mackenzie was a 
pcditical tract. An Account of the Proceedings of the Parliament 
of 17S^, which he was induced to write at the persuasion of 
his old and steady friend, Mr. Dundas, afterwards Lord Mel- 
ville. It introduced him to the countenance and regard of 
Mr. Pitt, who revised the work with particular care and at- 
tention, and made several corrections in it with his own hand. 
Some years after, Mr. Mackenzie was appointed, on the re- 
commendation of Lord Melville, and the Right Honourable 
George Rose, also his particular friend, to the office of Comp- 
troller of the Taxes for Scotland, an appointment of- very con- 
siderable labour and responsibility ; and in discharging which 
this fanciful and ingenious author showed his power of enter- 
ing into and discussing the most dry and complicated details 
when that became a matter of duty. 

In 1808, Mr. Mackenzie published a complete edition of 
bis works, in eight volumes octavo. 

Venerable and venerated, as the last link of the chain which 
connected the Scottish literature of the present age with the 
period when there were giants in the land, — the days of 
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Boberteon, and Hume, and Smith* and Home^ and Clerk, 
and Fergusson, — Mr. Mackenzie long lived the ornament and 
pride of his native city. The moment at length arrived when 
bis numerous and attached friends were to be deprived of the 
wit which enlivened their hours of retirement, the benevolence 
which directed and encouraged their studies, and the wisdom 
which instructed tbem in their duties to society. After having 
been confined to his room for a considerable time by the 
general decay attending old age, Mr. Mackenzie expired, on 
the evening of Friday the 14th of January, 1831* 

In 1776, Mr. Mackenzie was married to Miss Penael 
Grant, daughter of Sir Ludovick Grant, of Grant, Bart, and 
Lady Margaret Ogilvy ; by whom he had a family of eleven 
children; the eldest of whom is Lord Mackenzie, an eminent 
Judge in the Courts of Session and Justiciary. 



Although we have added various circumstances from other 
quarters, we have derived the foregoing little memoir prin- 
cipally from the Lives gf the NaoelistSy by Sir Walter Scott ; 
who, when the ^ Great Unknown," paid Mr. Mackenzie the 
immortal compliment of dedicating Waverley to him. From 
the same high authority we quote the following summary of 
Mr. Mackenzie's literary merits : — 

^ As an author, Mr. Mackenzie has shown talents both for 
poetry and the drama. Indeed, we are of opinion that no 
man can succeed perfectly in the line of fictitious composition 
without most of the properties of a poet, though he may be no 
writer of verses ; but Mr. Mackenzie possesses the power of 
melody in addition to those of conception. He has given a 
beautiful specimen of legendary poetry, in two little Highland 
ballads; a style of composition which bec(»nes fashionable from 
time to time, on account of its simplicity and pathos, and then 
is again laid aside, when worn out by the servile imitators to 
whom its approved facility offers its chief recommendation. — 
But it is as a novelist that we are now called on to consider 
oar author's powers; and the universal and permanent popu- 



16 HENRY MACKENZIE, ESQ. 

larity of his writings entitles us to rank him among the most 

distingaished of his class. His works possess the rare and 

invaluable property of originality, to which all other qualities 

are as dust in the balance ; and the sources to which he re- 

sorts to excite our interest are rendered accessible by a path 

peculiarly his own. The reader's attention is not riveted, as 

in Fielding's works, by strongly marked character, and the 

luQid evolution of a well-constructed fable ; or, as in Smollett's 

.novels, by broad and strong humour, and a decisively superior 

knowledge of human life in all its varieties ; nor, to mention 

authors whom Mackenzie more nearly resembles, does he at* 

* ' ' 
tain the pathetic eiFect which is the object of all thi'ee, in the 

same manner as Richardson, or as Sterne. An accumulation of 
circumstances, sometimes amounting to tediousness, — a com- 
bination of minutely traced events, with an ample commentary 
on each, — were thought necessary by Richardson to excite and 
prepare the nlind of the reader for the affecting scenes which 
he has occasionally touched with such force; and, without 
denying him his due merit, it must be allowed that he has 
employed preparatory volumes in accomplishing what has cost 
Mackenzie and Sterne only a few pages, perhaps only a few 
sentences. 

'^ On the other hand, although the two last-named authors 
have, in particular passages, a more strong resemblance to 
each other than those formerly named, yet there remain such 
essential points of difference betwixt them, as must secure 
for Mackenzie the praise of originality which we have claimed 
for him. It is needless to point out to the reader the dif- 
ference between the general character of their writings, or 
how far the chaste, correct, almost studiously decorous manner 
and style of the works of the author of The Man of Feelings 
differ from the wild wit and intrepid contempt at once of 
decency, and regularity of composition, which distinguish 
Tristram Shandy. It is not in the general conduct or style of 
their works that they in the slightest degree approach ; nay, 
no two authors in the British language can be more distinct. 
But even in the particular passages where both had in view 
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KP^^tcite the reader's pathetic sympathy, the modes resorted 
tbf are different. The pathos of Sterne in some degree re- 
^ihbles his humour^ and is seldom attained by simple means ; 
a wild, fanciful, beautiful flight of thought and expression is 
remarkable in the former, as an extravagant, burlesque, and 
ludicrous strain of thought and language characterises the 
latter* The celebrated passage where the tear of the recording 
angel blots the profane oath of Uncle Toby out of the register 
of heaven, a flight so poetically fanciful as to be stretched to 
the veiy verge of extravagance, will illustrate our position. 
To attain his object, — that is, to make us thoroughly sym* 
pathise with the excited state of mind which betrays Uncle 
Toby into the indecorous assertion which forms the ground- 
work of the whole, — the author calls heaven and hell into the 
lists, and represents, in a fine poetic frenzy, its effects on the 
accusing spirit and the registering angel. Let this be con* 
trasted with the fine tale of La Itoche^ in which Mackenzie 
has described, with such unexampled delicacy and powerful 
effect, the sublime scene of the sorrows and resignation of the 
deprived &ther. This also is painted reflectively; that is, the 
reader's sympathy is excited by the effect produced on one of 
the drama, neither angel nor devil, but a philosopher,' whose 
heart remains sensitive', though his studies have misled his 
mmd into the frozen regions of scepticism. To say nothing 
of the tendency of the two passages, which will scarcely, in the 
mind of the most unthinking, bear any comparison, we would 
only remark, that Mackenzie has given us a moral truth, 
Sterne a beautiful trope ; and that if the one claims the palm 
of superior brilliancy of imagination, that due to nature and 
accuracy of human feeling must abide with the Scottish author. 
^^ Yet, while marking this broad and distinct difference 
between these two authors, the most celebrated certainly among 
those who are termed sentimental, it is but fair to Sterne to 
add, that although Mackenzie has rejected his license of wit 
and flights of imagination, retrenched in a great measure 
his episodical digressions, and altogether banished the inde- 
cency and buffoonery to which he had too frequent recourse^ 

VOL. XVI. c 
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Still their volumes must be accounted as belonging to the same 
class ; and, amongst the thousand imitators who have pursued 
their path, we cannot recollect one English author who is 
entitled to the same honour. The foreign authors Riccoboni 
fmd Marivaux belong to the same department: but of the 
former we remember little; and the latter, though full of the 
most delicate touches, often depends for effect on the turn of 
phrase, and the protracted embarrassments of artificial gal- 
lantry, more than upon the truth and simplicity of nature. 
The Hehise and Emile partake of the insanity of their author, 
and are exaggerated, though most eloquent, descriptions of 
overwhelming passion, rather than works of sentiment. 

<< In inture compositions, the author dropped even that 
resemblance which tlie style of TTie Man of Feeling bears, in 
some particulars, to the works of Sterne; and his country 
may boast that, in one instance at leasts she has produced if) 
Mackenzie a writer of pure musical Addisonian prose, which 
retains the quality of vigour without forfeiting that of clearness 
and simplicity. 

• ** We are hence led to observe, that the principal object of 
Mackenzie, in all his novels, has been to reach and sustain a 
tone of moral pathos, by representing the effect of incidents, 
whether important or trifling, upon the human mind, and 
especially on those which were not only just, honourable,. and 
intelligent, but so framed as to be responsive to those finer 
feelings to which ordinary hearts are callous. This is the 
direct and {Nrofessed object of Mackenzie's first work, which 
is in fact no narrative, but a series of successive incidents* 
each rendered interesting by the mode in which they operate 
on the feelings of Harley. The attempt had been perilous in 
a meaner hand ; for, sketched by a pencil less nicely discrimi- 
nating, Harley, instead of a being whom we love, respect^ 
sympathise with, and admire^ had become the mere Quixote 
of sentiment ; an object of pity, perhaps, but of ridicule at the 
same time. Against this the author has guarded with great 
skill; and, while duped and swindled in London, Harley 
neither loses our consideration as a man of sense and spirit, 
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nor is subjected to that degree of contempt with which readers 
in general regard the misadventures of a novice upon town, 
whilst they hug themselves in their own superior knowledge 
of the world. Harley's spirited conduct towards an imper- 
tinent passenger in the stage-coach, and his start of animated 
indignation on listening to Edward's story, are skilfully thrown 
in, to satisfy the reader that his softness and gentleness of 
temper were not allied to effeminacy, and that he dared, on 
suitable occasions, do all that might become a man. We have 
heard that some of Ebirley's feelings were taken from those of 
the author himself, when, at his first entrance on the dry and 
barbarous study of municipal law, he was looking back, like 
Blackstone, on the land of the Muses, which he was con- 
demned to leave behind him. It has also been said, that the 
fine sketch of Miss Walton was taken from the heiress of a 
fiimily of distinction, who ranked at that time high in the 
Scottish &shioliable world. But such surmises are little worth 
the tracing; for we believe no original character was ever 
composed, by any author, without the idea having been pre- 
viously suggested by something which he had observed in 
nature. 

. *^ The other novels of Mr. Mackenzie, although assuming 
a more regular and narrative form, are, like The Man of 
FeeltT^, rather the history of effects produced on the human 
mind by a series of events, than the narrative of those events 
themselves. The villany of Sindall is the tale of a heart 
hardened- to selfishness, by incessant and unlimited gratifir 
cation of the external senses; a contrast to that of Harley, 
whose mental feelings have acquired such an ascendancy as to 
render him unfit for the ordinary business of life. The pic- 
ture of the former is so horrid, that we should be disposed to 
deny its truth, did we not unhappily know that sensual in- 
dulgence, in the words of Burns, 

< hardens a* within, 

And petrifies the feeling ;* 

^d that there never did, and never will exist, any thing per- 
manently noble and excellent in a character which was a 
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stranger to the exercise of resolute self-deniaL The history 
of the victims of SindalFs arts and crimes, particularly the 
early history of the Annesleys, is exquisitely well drawn; 
and, perhaps, the scene between the brother and sister by the 
pond equals any part of the author's writings. Should the 
reader doubt this^ he may easily make the experiment, by 
putting it into the hands of any young person of feeling and 
intelligence, and of an age so early as not to have forgotten 
the sports and passions of childhood. 

^^ The beautiful and tragic tale of Jtdia de JRoubigne is of a 
very different tenour from The Man oftke World; and we have 
good authority for thinking that it was written in some degree 
as a counterpart to the latter work. A friend of the author, 
the celebrated Lord Kames, we believe, had represented to 
Mr. Mackenzie, in how many poems, plays, and novels, the 
distress of the piece is made to turn upon the designing 
viUany of some one of the dramatis personse. On considering 
his observations, the author undertook, as a task fit for his 
genius, the composition of a story in which the characters 
should be all naturally virtuous, and where the calamities of 
the catastrophe should arise, as frequently happens in actual 
life, not out of schemes of premeditated viUany, but from the 
excess and over indulgence of passions and feelings, in them- 
selves blameless, nay, praiseworthy, but which, encouraged to 
a morbid excess, and coming into fatal though fortuitous con- 
course with each other, lead to the most disastrous conse- 
quaices. Mr. Mackenzie executed his purpose; and as the 
plan fell in most happily with the views of a writer, whose 
object was less to describe external objects than to read a 
lesson on the human heart, he has produced one of the most 
heart-wringing histories which has ever been written. The 
very circumstances which palliate the errors of the sufferers, 
in whose distress we interest ourselves, point out to the reader 
that there is neither hope, remedy, nor revenge. When a 
Lovelace or a Sindall comes forth like an evil principle, the 
agent of all the misery of the scene, we see a chance of their 
artifices being detected; at least the victims have the conscious- 
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ness of innocence, the reader the stern hope of vengeance* 
But when, as in Jtdia de Roubigni^ the revival of mutual affec* 
tion on the part of two pure and amiable beings, imprudently 
and incautiously indulged, awakens, and not unjustly, the 
jealous honour of a high-spirited husband, — when we see 
Julia precipitated into misery by her preference of filial duty 
to early love, Savillon, by his faithful and tender attachment 
to a deserving object, and Montauban, by a jealous regard to 
his spotless fame, — we are made aware, at the same time, that 
there is no hope of aught but the most unhappy catastrophe* 
The side of each sufferer is pierced by the very staff on which 
he leaned ; and the natural and virtuous feelings which they 
at first most legitimately indulged, precipitate them into error, 
crimes, remorse, and misery. The cruelty to which Mont* 
auban is hurried may, perhaps, be supposed to exempt him 
from our sympathy, especially in an age when such crimes as 
that of which Julia is suspected are usually borne by the 
injured parties with more equanimity than her husband dis- 
plays. But the irritable habits of the time, and of his Spanish 
descent, must plead the apology of Montauban, as they are 
admitted to form that of Othello. Perhaps, on the whole, 
Jtdia de Rovbtgn^ gives the reader too much actual pain to be 
so generally popular as The Man of Feeling; since we have 
found its superiority to that beautiful essay on human sen- 
sibility often disputed by those whose taste we are in general 
inclined to defer to. The very acute feelings which the work 
usually excites among the readers whose sympathies are liable 
to be awakened by scenes of fictitious distress, we are disposed 
to ascribe to the extreme accuracy and truth of the sentiments, 
as well as to the beautiful manner in which they are expressed. 
There are few who have not had, at one period of life, disap- 
pointments of the heart to mourn over ; and we know no book 
which recalls the recollection of such more severely than 
Jtdia de Roubigne. 

" We return to consider the key-note, as we may term it, 
on which Mackenzie has formed his tales of fictitious woe, 
and which we have repeatedly described to be the illustration 
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of the nicer and finer sensibilities of the hatnan breast To 
attain this point, and to place it in the strongest and most 
unbroken light, the author seems to have kept the other 
faculties with whidi we know him to be gifted in careful 
subordination. The northern Addison, who revived the art 
of periodical writing, and sketdbed, though with a light pencil, 
the follies and the lesser vices of his time, has showed himself 
a master of playful satire. The historian of the homespun 
family may place his narrative, without fear of shame, by the 
side of The Vicar of WahefieUL Colonel Caustic and Um- 
fraville are masterly conceptions of the Icmdator temporis acti : 
and many personages in those papers which Mr. Mackenzie 
contributed to the Mirror and Lounger attest with what truth, 
spirit, and ease he could describe, assume, and sustain a variety 
of characters. The beautiful landscape painting which he has 
exhibited in many passages, (take, for example, that where 
the country seat of the old Scottish lady and its accompani^ 
ments are so exquisitely delineated,) assures us of the accuracy 
and delicacy of his touch in delineating the beauties of nature. 
^^ But all these powerful talents, any single one of which 
might have sufficed to bring men of more bounded powers 
into notice, have been by Mackenzie carefully subjected to 
the principal object which he proposed to himself — the de- 
lineation of the human heart. Variety of character he has 
introduced sparingly, and has seldom recourse to any pecu- 
liarity of incident, availing himself generally of those which 
may be considered as common property to all writers of ro- 
mance. His sense of the beauties of nature, and his power of 
describing them, are carefully kept dowriy to use the expression 
of the artists; and, like the single straggling bough which 
shades the face of his sleeping veteran, just introduced to 
relieve his principal object, but not to rival it. It cannot be 
termed an exception to this rule, though certainly a peculiarity 
of this author, that on all occasions where sylvan sports can be 
introduced, he displays an intimate iamiliarity with them; and 
from personal habits, to which we have elsewhere alluded, 
shows a delight to dwell for an instant upon a favourite topic. 
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<* Lastly, the wit which sparkles in his periodical essays, 
and, we believe, in his private conversation, shows itself but 
little in his novels ; and although his pecmiar vein of humour 
may be much more frequently traced, yet it is so softened 
down, and divested of the broad ludicrous, that it harmonises 
with the most grave and affecting parts of the tale, and becomes, 
like the satire of Jacques, only a more humorous shade of 
melancholy. In short, Mackenzie aimed at being the his- 
torian of feeling, and has succeeded in the object of his am- 
bition. But as mankind are never contented, and as critics 
are certainly no exception to a rule so general, we could wish 
that, without losing or altering a line that our author has 
written, he had condescended to give us, in addition to his 
stores of sentiment, a romance on life and manners; by which, 
we are convinced, he would have twisted another branch of 
laurel into his garland." 
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No, III. 

« 

BRIGADIER-GENERAL ALEXANDER WALKER, 

OF THE BOMBAV ARMY. 

For the following interesting Memoir, we are indebted to 
Major Moor, F.R. S., author of " The Hindu Pantheon," &c. 



Until within these few years, very little of the public at- 
tention has been attracted to the services rendered individually 
to their country by officers in the armies of the East India 
Company. The eclat of the capture of Seringapatam, of 
Bhurtpore, and of the Burmese war, and perhaps a few other 
leading Indian events of modern date, may have dwelt for a 
.while on the public ear, and are even yet scarcely forgotten. 
But it may be questioned if the circumstance of these victories 
having been achieved under the command of his Majesty's 
generals — and, in two instances out of the three named, by 
generals of high aristocratic rank — may not have been a 
leading cause why even those exploits have not faded from 
the memory of the English public ; as have numerous victories, 
equally brilliant in a military light, and almost equally im- 
portant, civilly considered, executed without eclat by the 
East India Company's officers, in the ordinary and extra- 
ordinary performance of their duties. On this topic a passage 
occurs to us in the East India Military Calendar, — a work of 
high merit and interest, to which the India Company and 
their armies, we hope, feel, as they ought, deeply indebted. 
It is this, relating the services of Colonel John Little : — 
<* At the defence of Mangalore this officer, then lieutenant, 
was adjutant of the 8th battalion of Sepoys. This defence 
was one of the most gallant achievements of modern times ; 
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and may be well placed in the same page of history with its 
compeer, the defence of Gibraltar. Considering, indeed, the 
comparative means of defence, a doubt may be reasonably 
entertained if the defence of Mangalore was not the most 
heroic of the two. But see the difference : — how few per* 
sons, be they where they may, have not heard of Gibraltar and 
the gallant Elliot : how few, except of the Indian class, ever 
heard of Mangalore, and the equally gallant Campbell ! — 
of Mangalore, which the Bombay army ought ^ to stand a 
tiptoe' at the mention of." — iii. 468. 

The indifference, amounting almost to apathy, with which 
communications on literary, scientific, and other subjects con- 
nected with our Indian empire are received in England, sur- 
prises the fe^ who at all turn their attention in that direction. 
The religion, mythology, politics, statistics, natural history, &c., 
of those regions that were formerly deemed so interesting, 
and which have become, and are becoming, more and more 
nationally important to us, can now command a very small 
portion, indeed, of the attention of the reading, reflecting, 
or inquisitive public of England. Some reasons may be 
plausibly assigned for this ; — but, while we lament the fact, 
we do not deem this a fit occasion to investigate the cause. 

India has been won for England by the talents, courage, 
and virtues of the East India Company's servants ; and must 
be so retained, if retained at all — but more especially by the 
sword. The just eulogium paid to one of those servants, by 
a late lamented minister in the House of Commons, was well 
applied. " Europe," said Mr. Canning, " from her schools 
of diplomacy, never produced a more consummate statesman; 
nor India, so fertile in heroes, a more accomplished soldier." 
With the exception of that highly gifted individual. General 
Sir Thomas Munro — if he must be an exception — we 
question if Mr. Canning's eulogium can . be more justly 
applied to any one than to Brigadier-General Alexander 
Walker. 

In 1 780 he was appointed a cadet on the Bombay esta- 
blishment, and went to India in the same ship with the late 
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amiable and able Dr. Helenus Scott. The friendship thus 
commenced between these excellent men increased with theii^ 
years, and was interrupted by death only. In 1782, Ensign 
Walker's native battalion formed part of the Bombay field 
force, under the ill-fated General Mathews. In the coursd 
of that service against Hyder's forts on the coast of Malabar, 
Ensign Walker was present at various sieges and assaults, of 
places whose names are now almost forgotten ; although, at 
the time, the exploits by which they were accompanied were 
the theme of much applause. Of these we may mention 
Rajmundry, Onore, Cundapore, Hassan-ghury, and Manga- 
lore, — - where, as well as in various engagements and skir- 
mishes, which occurred during that very active campaign, 
Ensign Walker bore a part. 

The subsequent defence of Mangalore was the greenest 
leaf in the little wreath then won by the Bombay army. In 
that defence Ensign Walker's battalion, the 8th, commanded 
by the accomplished Captain Dunn, was highly distinguished; 
and for its valour and fidelity was honoured, by the Bombay 
government, with the title of " The Grenadier Battalion," — 
a distinction which, for half a century, it has retained with 
undiminished reputation ; and of which every one who has 
served in it, from the Sepoy to its commandant, ever has been, 
and is, justly proud. 

In those days lieutenants often commanded battalions, and 
ensigns led attacks and sorties. In one of these, at Manga- 
lore, at the point of the bayonet, headed by Ensign Walker, 
he was severely wounded. The vigour of this defence brought 
Tippoo — ^become, by his father's death, Sovereign of Mysore — 
before the battered and crumbling walls of Mangalore ; in- 
censed at its obstinacy, and flushed with his recent capture 
of Mathews and the Bombay army. On this interesting 
occasion Ensign Walker, though not recovered of his wound, 
joined his corps at an advanced post, from which they were 
speedily driven in. 

In the course of this remarkable siege — more resembling 
that of Saragossa thqn any within our knowledge — he was 
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again wounded ; and received repeated marks of approbation 
from Colonel Campbell, the distinguished officer who com- 
manded the heroic garrison. 

When, from the almost total absence of provisions (every 
horse had long disappeared, and the caption of a rat was 
hailed as a piece of good fortune), and of every thing neces- 
sary for defence, the surrender of the fort, if it might still be 
so denominated, became inevitable, Tippoo demanded two 
hostages for our due observance of the articles of capitulation. 
Volunteers were invited, and Ensign Walker immediatdy 
presented himself. 

At that period (1783), Tippoo was known to the English 
chiefly as a cruel and perfidious tyrant : nor did the English 
rank high in the Sultan's estimation for any thing but bravery. 
It must be confessed that Tippoo's conduct, after his capture 
of Mathews' army at Bednore, gave strength to the oppro- 
brious epithets which enemies, little known to each other 
beyond the reach of their bayonets and guns, are too prone 
to reciprocate. 

Nor did Tippoo's behaviour to the Mangalore hostages, 
during the four months which he detained them, tend mudi 
to the redemption of his character. They were shamefully 
subjected to a variety of privations, hardships, and insults ; 
and on more than one occasion they even considered their 
lives in great danger. 

The Bombay government, at that day not very forward to 
bestow military praise, gave Ensign Walker and his colleague, 
Lieutenant Gilkennet, the pay and allowances of captains^ 
while in the hands of the enemy ; and " for their spirited 
and zealous conduct on this occasion, whereby they were 
exposed to great danger," presented each with a donation of 
2000 rupees. 

The peace of 1788 between France and England led to 
the like in India. Governments now turned their minds to 
corresponding pursuits. The partiality of the Chinese for 
the furs of more northern latitudes gave rise to a hope, on the 
part of the Bombay government, that our trade with them 
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might be advantageously extended by establishing a military 
and commercial post on the north-west coast of America. 
Ensign Walker was selected to command the military part 
of the speculation. After exploring as far north as 62^, and 
remaining awhile at Nootka Sound, the enterprise was aban- 
doned ; and he rejoined the Grenadier battalion in garrison 
at Bombay. In 1788 he was promoted to a lieutenancy^ 
having been an ensign since 1782. 

Tippoo's conduct to our ally, the Rajah of Travancore, in 
1 790, brought on him another war with the English ; who 
now, instead of having to fight Tippoo with all India, and 
indeed all the world, against them, had the leading powers 
of India as allies, against Tippoo, single-handed. His pre- 
parations for this event of war could not be unobserved by 
us ; and we had accordingly provided for it, by armies newly 
organised and highly disciplined, — by replenished treasuries 
and restored credit, — and by having general officers of reput- 
ation of his Majesty's service placed at the head of all the 
governments of India; whither six King's regiments of foot 
had been recently sent, in addition to two, and one of ca- 
valry, already there. 

Both belligerents had, indeed, been looking to, and pre- 
paring for war, ever since the peace of 1783; and had reci- 
procally felt each other's pulse intermediately. Tippoo had 
calculated erroneously on his European and Indian sup- 
porters; and, perhaps, on our diplomatic skill, military 
potency, and forbearance in reference to our weak ally of 
Travancore : nor should we, perhaps, under other circum- 
stances, have resorted at once to arms, on Tippoo's aggression 
towards him, but have first tried what negotiation might 
effect in the way of satisfaction and atonement. The distracted 
state of affairs in France, and the condition of our arms 
in India, as indicated in the preceding paragraph, pointed at 
the present as a favourable moment to strike a blow at Tippoo. 

Colonel Hartley, of his Majesty's 75th regiment, was se- 
lected to command the force equipped at Bombay for the 
relief of the Rajah of Travancore. No officer would'willingly 
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take the field from Bombay without the Grenadier battalion : 
Hartley knew it well, for he was bred^ in the East India 
Company^s army. Lieutenant Walker embarked with his 
battalion, and served in the first smart campaign. He was 
appointed Adjutant of the Line to the field force. 

The names of Indian places are uncouth to western eyes 
and ears. The battle of Tiroovanagary, and the escalade of 
Trincalore, one would not now venture to enounce to ears 
polite. But they have had their day — the last of many a 
brave soldier. On those occasions Lieutenant Walker was 
appresent. 

In the campaign of 1791, the Governor and Commander- 
in-chief of Bombay, General Abercrombie, in person, com- 
manded the field army. He appointed Lieutenant Walker 
to the adjutancy of the 10th Native Infantry, with which he 
served in the campaign of 1792. This terminated in the 
treaty of peace dictated by Lord Cornwallis before Serin- 
gapatam. This campaign exhibited the extraordinary event 
of the armies of the three presidencies, headed by their 
several Governors and Commanders-in-chief, Cornwallis, 
Meadows, and Abercrombie, co-operating before the enemy's 
capital in Mysore. 

Lieutenant Walker resigned his adjutancy to rejoin his 
old corps the Grenadier battalion; but was soon after ap- 
pointed Military Secretary to Colonel Dow, the commanding 
officer in Malabar. That officer relinquishing his command 
from ill health. Lieutenant Walker was appointed Quarter- 
master of Brigade. But his corps being required at the 
siege of Cochin, he resigned his situation on the staff to 
share in that service. Colonel Petrie then commanded the 
field division of the Bombay armyj^ and Lieutenant Walker 
was made his Military Secretary. 

About this period the supreme government deemed it ex- 
pedient to form a commission of three members for adminis- 
tering the affairs of Malabar, which were found of an exceed- 
ingly difficult and delicate complexion. Lieutenant Walker 
was appointed assistant to the commissioners. The presence 
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ki Malabar of the Commander-in-chief of the Bombay army. 
General James Stuart, was found necessary ; and he appointed 
Brevet Captain Walker his Military Secretary. This office 
he held) on most confidential terms, during the whole of that 
General's command of the army, whether in the field or at 
the presidency, where he was second in council. 

In 1797, Captain Walker was appointed Deputy Quarter- 
master General of the Bombay army, which gave him the 
official rank of Major. In the following year he obtained 
the office of Deputy Auditor-general ; and the Court of Di- 
rectors, as a mark of their sense of his services, nominated 
him to succeed to the office of Auditor-general, on the fijrst 
vacancy. 

In 1799, war again broke out with Tippoo. Notwithstand- 
ing the severity of the terms imposed on him by Lord Corn- 
wallis, of the cession of half his territorial empire, and as 
much money as it was supposed he could collect in a country 
which had for years been the seat of war, and ravaged to the 
very gates of his capital by the most destructive of invaders, 
the Mahrattas ; notwithstanding all these, Tippoo was found 
whh his remaining country so flourishing, his treasury so 
full, and his armies so numerous and good, as again to 
require the co-operation of all the disposable force of the 
three presidencies, with the Commanders-in-chief at the head 
of their respective armies. 

General Stuart appointed Major Walker to be Quarter- 
master General to the Bombay army in the field. He was at 
the battle of Seedaseer, the first conflict of the war ; and at 
the capture of Seringapatam, the last. This event termiimted 
in the death of Tippoo, and in the transfer of all the re- 
sources of a potent empire from the sway of our most invete- 
rate foe to our own : — not, however, the uninterrupted swi^; 
for it was a long while before such a grand commotion of all 
the warlike elements of India could be hushed to peace. 

The vast amount of wealth, in money and jewels, captured 
at Seringapatam, indicated the great resources of the Mysore 
country ; and the fact that on the day afi;er its fall the En- 
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glish had to bury upwards of ten thousand of those who so 
bravely defended it^ — and no unnecessary slaughter occurred 
•:— ms^rked the fidelity of his soldiers to its late ruler. 

General Stuart returned to Europe in 1800. It was not 
likely that such a man as Major Walker would be allowed to 
remaip in the ordinary exercise of bis mere military functions. 
His situation in the Malabar commission had made him 
known to all the authorities in India. He collected and for- 
warded to Government very valuable political and statistical 
information connected with the important province of Mala- 
bar, recendy brought under our dominion, as part of Tip- 
poo's territorial cession. Some complicated and delicate 
affairs with the Rajah of Cochin required investigation and 
adjustment. The negotiations were intrusted to Major 
Walker, and were completed to the satisfaction of the Gover- 
nor General. 

It may be in place to mention here that, while serving as a 
member of the Malabar commission, he attracted the notice 
pf that consummate statesman. Marquis Wellesley, then 
governor General, who addressed General Stuart, 12th 
February, 18Q0, in these terms: — " I request you will 
convey my thanks to Captain Walker for the supplementary 
Memoir on Malabar. .1 have received great satisfaction 
from his several able communications on that subject ; and I 
entertain so high a sense of his talents, integrity, knowledge, 
^d general character, that, after your departure fi*om India, 
it would be very satisfactory to me if I could induce him to 
enter ray family. My intention is, to endeavour to select, 
from the Presidencies of Fort St. George and Bombay, officers 
of high character, qualified to give me information with regard 
tp the local details of each Presidency. I found the greatest 
advantage, under this plan, in the assistance of Major Beat- 
son previously to the late war ; and I am satisfied that Cap- 
tfun Walker's services might be employed with great public 
benefit in my family." 

I At the request of Sir Arthur Wellesley, Major Walker 
Wjfts nominated to attend the commanding officer in Mysore 
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and Malabar, to assist him in the campaign of 1800 with 
such local information as he had acquired. On the comple- 
tion of this active service, chiefly against rebellious chieftains, 
aff^we termed them, Major Walker received the thanks of 
Government ; and again, on the dissolution of the Malabar 
commission, of which he had been some time a member. 

These events bring us to the early part of the year 1800* 
About this time terminated the series of services in which 
Major Walker, in almost every grade and oflice in the army, 
regimental and stafi^, and in various civil situations, had been 
employed in the southern portions of our Indian empire — 
Malabar, Cananara, Mysore, and Ceylon. 

The attention of the government of Bombay had long 
been directed to the fine provinces of Guzerat. They had, 
under the military dominion of the Gaikawar family, one of 
the great feudatories of the Mahratta empire, become the 
region of misrule in almost every possible form. Instead of 
being the granary of Western India, a mine of commercial 
wealth to us and to all around, and the abode of peace, 
plenty, and happiness, Guzerat had sunk into poverty, debt, 
dependence, degradation, intestine tumult and anarchy, to 
an extent scarcely imaginable, and utterly insupportable. 

Some of the leading parties in the Gaikawar state looked 
to the English . with a hopeful eye for the removal of the 
horrors of their condition. Others, interested in the con- 
tinuance of their rapine, as earnestly desired our absence: 
foreseeing, in our ascendancy, the end of theirs. Interference 
among such dbcordant interests was a measure of extra* 
ordinary delicacy and difiiculty. Existing treaties gave us 
certain rights and privileges in Guzerat ; but, uninvited, direct 
interposition was not among them. In India, of all countries, 
negotiation, unbacked by the potencies of military logic, 
proceeds very languidly; and of all the states of India, 
Guzerat was, at this time, the least likely to be pacified and 
tranquillised through any imaginable exertion of mere diplo- 
macy. The desperate condition of the ruling family, from 
disunion among its members, and imbecility in its head (for ' 



BRIGADIER-GENERAL WALKER. S3 

although the elder brother was now on the throne, three qf 
his brethren had contrived to seat themselves there before 
him,} from mutinous troops, rebellious subjects, an exhausted 
treasury, overwhelming debts, and all the co-efficients that 
mark the decline of states, and desolation of the people, 
afforded an opportunity for our welcome and invited appear- 
ance, in force, in support of the threatened and tottering 
government of Guzerat. 

Although Major Walker's services had hitherto been 
wholly confined to the southern portions of our Indian empire, 
he was now selected to conduct the negbtiations, and to com- 
mand the troops to give them weight, in view to the esta- 
blishment of our salutary influence in that interesting region, 
beyond the most northern boundary of our government in 
Western India. 

. We will endeavour, in a few lines, to give an idea of the 
country now about to become the scene of the most important 
services rendered by Major Walker to his employers, his 
country, and humanity. It has fallen to the lot of few men 
to effect greater. 

. Guzerat is known as one of the great states of the ano- 
malous empire of the Mahrattas : it lies between the 20th and 
24th degrees of north latitude. The gulf of Cutch and the 
Pudder river chiefly mark its north-western boundary ; and 
the gulf of Cambay and the river Nerbudda the south-eastern. 
.South-westward is the sea ; north-eastward, Malwa and Kan- 
^deesh. North-east and south-west, its length may be estimated 
at about 400 miles, by less than 200 in average breadth. - Its 
population has been somewhat roughly and vaguely reckoned 
between six and seven millions ; probably over-rated, in the 
proportion of one Mahomedan to ten Hindoos. Its capa- 
bilities of export in cotton, grain, butter, and other prime 
articles, are prodigious. In its best days, between forty and 
sixty years ago, the Gaikawar could bring into the field from 
sixty to seventy thousand horse ; and it is the boast of the 
family, heretofore renowned for military prowess, that its 
territories have never been conquered. The eastern parts are 
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hilly, and the immemorial resort find abode of many lawless 
tribefs of plunderers. Tbey are fully persuaded that the k>«r 
jfeiiile lands were and are the property of their ^i^refathers 
and tfaetnsielves, and tbey act fully on such persoasion — 

— — ^ ** on the good old plan, 
That they may take who have the power^ 
And tbey may keep who can.** 

The low regions near tbe sea have been equally notorious 
ibr piracy, from times long anterior to the invasion of Alex- 
ander, as noted by Arrian and Nearcbus, to the present, or 
nearly : for the English, withm the last twenty-five or thirty 
years, as far as relates to the practice of their piratical habits, 
have almost, perhaps wholly, annihilated them, root and 
branch. 

Few countries in the world have a greater variety of in- 
habitants ^an Giizerat The bases of its population are, as 
has 'Seen noticed, Hindoos. Of these the military tribes 
abound^ but it has been also the favoui^ite abode of brahmas 
and merchants. Splendid temples, rich endowments, and 
supierstitious legends, mark it as the seat of priests anid priest- 
craft. Schismatics also are very numerous : no part of India 
{/bounds more in Jaidas and Budhists. The Mahometans 
hiave heretofore had considerable, at times (of Akber and 
Aurengzeb) almost paramount, influence in Guzerat. Several 
independent states arose and became establish^ there out of 
the conquests and decline of the imperial bouse of Timour, 
and st31 retain some show of power ; little consonant, how- 
ever, with the fine cities which flourished in tbe days of their 
prosperity; still magnificent in their decay. Tbe sect of 
Parsee consider Guzerat as their home: perhaps 20,000 
of that fine race may be found there. This is said to be 
one of the most priest-ridden sects in India ; and, strange 
to' tell, the laity are wealthy, and the priesthood not. But 
the fiict is, that it is the Parsee women over whom the 
priests have so much influence. The men, the higher dasses, 
are said to be rather philosophic in matters of religion ; the 
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women are, assuredly, among the most chaste in the world. 
Many thousands of Arabs and Hubshees (the latter are natives 
of Habesh, or Abyssini%) were fyund in the armies of the 
chieftains of Guzerat, and were among the most turbulent 
and troublesome of its discordant elements. 

Th^ early part of Major Walker's negotiations in Uie 
Gaikawar states had &r their objects, the reconcilement of 
estranged and hostile members of the ruling family ; the pay-, 
ment of the arrears, and the dismissal of the lawless soldiery ; 
the arrangement and collection of the dilapidated, and aluipst 
miprpductive, revenues ; the reduction of the overwhelming, 
debt of the state ; the re-organisation of the nearly inoperative 
courts, judicial and civil ; and various other points essential to 
the restoration to tranquillity of an unhappy country, sunk in 
the combined results of all these, and many other co-existing 
abuses. 

Effecting l^ese, or any of these reforms, was necessarily in 
direct opposition to the views and interests of those nuifierous 
and influential parties, including the soldiery, who had created 
the abuses and would benefit by their continuance ; and eveiy 
art that accomplished intriguers could bring into ingenious 
operation at Baroda, the seat of government, and the usual 
residence of the court and head of the state, was to be early 
cojQobated and frustrated. 

Major Walker's opponents did not rely solely on their 
talent for negotiatigm and intrigue : if they had, they might in 
the end, perhaps, have been counterplotted. But by adding 
violence to their efforts, they waiTanted the application on our 
part of the means that, as before hinted, tend materially to 
thwart intrigue, and to strengthen and abridge negotiation^ 
The chief of Kurrie openly rebelled against the state. It be- 
came nlBcessary to make a military demonstration; and Majqr 
Walker took the field with a considerable detachment, and 
the Gaikawar troops joined him. Pending some negotiations, 
ibe rebels, augmented to the estimated number of 25,000, n^ade 
a furious and rather unexpected attack on our detachment 
We were not, however, in military parlance, taken by surprise ; 
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die conflict was i^arp, and the rebels were repulsed with great 
loss. On our part the loss was severe ; for, though uncom- 
bined with the strict discipline of our troops, the individual 
bravery of Ae native soldiery is admirable. It became neces- 
sary for us to remain on the defensive until the arrival of re- 
inforcements from Surat, Bombay, and Ooa ; which arrived 
with most extraordinary and unlooked for celerity. The 
strong fort of Kurrie wtis belei^uered^ breached, and carried 
by assault. 

On this occasion Major Walker received the thanks of tlie 
government and Commander-in-chief of Bombay, and of the 
Governor-General, Marquis Wellesley, who conveyed his 
^* thanks to Major Walker for the judgment and address 
which he manifested in the conduct of the negotiations, and 
for the distinguished exertions of military talent in the conflict 
in which he was unavoidably engaged with the rebels.'' 

Colonel Sir William Clarke, of his Majesty's 86th regi- 
ment^ who was then our political resident at Goa, proceeded 
himself with the reinforcement from that city. iSir William 
was a good soldier, and witnessed with admiration the military 
talent of his .colleague Walker. He wrote to the Bombay 
government in these terms, in May, 1M2: — " The judg- 
ment I formed soon after my arrival here enafbles me to -assure 
you, Honourable Sir, that, in my humble opinion, the com- 
plete success of x)ur arms ^n the 30th April is not more 
likely to convey a sense of British superiority to the minds of 
the inhabitants of Guzerat, than are the steady countenance 
and deportment sustained by Major Walker from the moment 
he was attacked on the 17th of March till reinforcements 
arrived, and the judgment displayed by him in the advan- 
tageous position 'he took up on that day and maintained after- 
wards, and the resources for opposition and defence which his 
mind daily suggested, and ^hich his detachment cheerfully 
executed ttnder peculiar circumstances of difficulty and danger." 

These events tended to the establishment of our influence 
in Guzerat, on which the comfort and safety, if not the isal- 
vation» of ^he ruling fam.ily (hinged. Major Walker Wjas now 
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(June, 1802) appointed <* Political Resident at the court of his 
Highness the Gaikawar Rajah." He succeeded in establisb- 
ing a subsidiary British force at the capital, Baroda. But 
such was the tenacity with which the misgoverning soldiery 
retained their power, that it became necessary actually to be- 
siege and bombard the capital before they, including more 
especially the Arabs, could be expelled. 

Comparative tranquillity was thus restored to Ouzerat. 
Territorial cession was made to the English, in view to se- 
cure a certain source of payment of the subsidy for our troops, 
now permanently stationed there. The Peshwa and Sindia pos- 
sessed very annoying rights in Guzerat, — extending to an ad- 
mixture of authority with local participations of revenue in 
some, and almost a paramount authority in other portions of 
the Gaikawar States, -^ in all cases perplexingly undefined. It 
became expedient to put an end to such conflicting and embar- 
rassing intermixture of political and fiscal powers, which had 
long proved the source of much disagreement and disorder in 
other parts of the Mahratta dominions ; nor, indeed, had we 
been able e&ctually to (tee our own from the relics of such 
unpleasant counter-operation. 

This was now effected, partly by negotiation and cession to 
us and to the Gaikawar, with or without compensation ; and 
(as political events in 1803-4* led to hostilities) finally by con- 
quest from the interposing parties. Of the revenue of these 
ceded and conquered districts, including those called the 
Paunch Mahl, and the city and pergunnah of Baroach, Major 
Walker was charged with the collection^ as well as with 
their general management. 

The delicacy and difficulty of effecting a permanent settle- 
ment of such conflicting interests, can be appreciated only by 
those who have the opportunity of witnessing their commence- 
ment, progress, and outworking. It may suffice here to ob- 
serve, that Major Walker's very successful arrangement of all 
the points in question were fully approved by his immediate 
and remote superiors ; viz. the Bombay government, the su- 
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pi'enie goVernmeiit of India, and the honoift^ble the Cbtirt df 
Directors in Engknd. 

Our salutary influence in Ouzeral being now fairly esta- 
blished, the usual effects, peace and prosperity, followed in 
its train. The burdensome and mutinous soldiery were paid 
off and dismissed, — only a force necessary for the safety and 
honour of the country and its government being retained; 
the ruling family were to a certain degree reconciled — fully, 
was found to be impossible ; agriculture and commerce were 
extended; the surprisingly increased revenues were put in 
course of collection without the presence of itinerant armies, a 
thing long unwitnessed ; and the collected revenue found its 
way into the treasury of the state, as rare an event ; the debts 
of the government were ascertained and fixed, and put in a 
train of liquidation. To effect this, it became necessary for 
the English government to become security to the native 
bankers for large advances on the mortgaged revenues; for the 
immediate pecuniary means and the credit of the Gaikawar 
state were equally at the lowest possible ebb. 

All these combined points gave us a right to interfere for a 

while in the superintendence of the collection of the territorial 
and commercial revenues ; and their increasing produce under 
such mitigated control was a theme of general surprise. But, 
in truth, the productive fertility of this favoured region is sur- 
passing, and was never before fairly developed. 

These ameliorations led, in 1805, to a general defensive 
treaty of alliance between the Gaikawar and the English, 
Negotiated by Major Walker. It i'eceived the unqualified 
approbation of his employers. That of the supreme govern- 
ment was thus expressed by the Governor-General in council 
to the Governor of Bombay, under date of 18th Mairch, 1806: 
— *< We concur entirely in the sentiments which the honour- 
able the Governor has expressed of the merit of Major Walkier; 
and we request that you will signify to that officer our dis- 
tinguished approbation of the zeal, ability, and judgment 
manifested by him during the whole course of the arduoirs 
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n^^tiation which has tensunated in the lale important ttid 
acbantageous arf aogements with the Gaikawar state*'* 

TcanqniUity was not yet, however, completdy restored 
throughcHit the dominions of Ae Gaikawar. Several of the 
rajahs, or military chieftains, in the important division or 
province of Kattywar, comprising a great part of the souA* 
west OF peninsular portion, formed by the gul& of Cambay 
and Catdi and the Sea, still retained some of the dismissed 
discontented bands of soldiery, and, perhaps unsoftened, scmie 
of the original elements of the national disorder and d&* 
mngement. Its remoteness from the seat of government^ 
and the high military pride of its turbulent, unyieldii^ petty 
chieftains, rendered especial negotiation^ backed by the pre<« 
s^ice of a military force, a necessary resort* , 

In 1807, Major Walker received instructions to proceed 
into Kattywctr in a civil and military capacity. His instruo- 
tions were thus prefoced: — ^^ As no officer on this establish*^ 
ment equally unites with yourself the essential qualificationa 
of the requisite information and local inftuence for the purpose 
of conducting the objects of the projected expedition into 
Katty war to their desired issue, the honourable the Oovemor 
in Council is pleased to vest the command of the detachment 
to be employed on this especial service in you." 

Sudi semi^independent military chiefs as have been above 
alluded too deem it derogatory from their honour and dig^ 
nity to surrenikr any point without sopie show of opposition* 
Fighting a regular or irregular battle with the moveable 
columns which accompany the state collectors of the revenue^ 
was no unusual event among Mahrattas before payment of 
the usual demand : the existing weakness or embarrassments 
of the state, and the comparative reverse of these predican^ents 
on the part of the feudatories, was the common calculation as 
to payment or reftisal. 

On this occasion it was found necessary, among other milir 
tary operations, to besiege, bombard, and breach the stropg 
fortress of Kuodorna Ranaka, before the province of Katty war 
could be brought into the regular pacific current <^ events 
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now spreading itself over the fertilised territories of the Gaika- 
war. The Governor of Bombay, the Commander-in-chief, 
and the Governor- General conveyed ^^ their thanks to Major 
Walker, and their approbation of the judicious mode of attack 
on Kundorna Ranaka, and the spirit, vigour, and effect with 
which it was conducted." 

It was in the course of this expedition into Kattywar that 
Major Walker found himself in a situation enabling him to 
press, with an effect thentofore unattainable, the abolition of 
female infanticide ; an object of great solicitude to himself, 
and, as is well known, of his excellent and amiable friend, 
Jonathan Duncan, the Governor of Bombay. It was known 
to have prevailed immemorially among the Jahrejah Rajpoots 
of Kattywar. Major Walker lent himself to this measure 
with all the zeal and cordiality of his eminently humane nature ; 
and he succeeded beyond the expectation of any who at all 
knew the character and feeling of the parties with whom he 
had to negotiate. 

Of all the results of his forty years' services and labours in 
India, and for his country, this, the abolition of infanticide, 
was the one which clung the closest to his heart. His military 
achievements, his civil successes, shrunk to nothing in his just 
estimation compared with this greater triumph of humanity. 
As this subject has already been brought before the public in 
a quarto and an octavo volume, we shall notice it her^ no 
farther than to observe, that his negotiations, correspondence, 
historical collections, and exertions on this matter alone, ap* 
pear sufficient to have fully occupied the time and attention 
of an ordinary man. 

But although we deem what has been already published 
on Hindoo infanticide sufficient to mark the humanity of 
Walker's character on that subject, we are induced to give 
the following extract from a letter of one who knew him most 
intimately, not only ias a fellow labourer in his political and 
military career, but in private life as a confidential friend and 
member of his family. It is from his suitable successor as 
Political Resident in ^ Guzerat. 7- " It will be a melancholy 
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pleasure to me to render you information on prominent events 
which occurred during the many years I had the good fortune 
to be a member of the family of our most valued friend at 
Baroda. You will, I am sure, agree with me in opinion 
as to the exalted worth of a man who, highly appreciated as 
be may have been, was inferior to none of those eminent 
persons who have so well merited the honours and stations 
bestowed on them. Of his enthusiastic devotion to the in- 
terests of the East India Company and his indefatigable 
industry, the high integrity of his character and firmness of 
purpose, I need say nothing to you, whom, from early days, 
I know to have been his esteemed friend. But even to you I 
cannot withhold the remark, that an anxious, unceasing desire 
of promoting the happiness, and bettering the condition, of 
all who fell under the influence of his authority, was a pre- 
dominant passion of his life. Its whole tenour was based on the 
principles of the purest philanthropy. Such a man, I need 
not add, was honoured and beloved ; and his name, to the 
hour of my quitting Guzerat, many years after that populous 
province had lost the benefit of his presence, was uttered by 
all with feelings of deep veneration for his virtues." 

This leads us to a transient notice of what an industrious 
and zealous man can effect. We have seen that while em- 
ployed in Malabar, t- fully, as one witnessing his avocations 
would have thought, — he found time to collect and arrange 
very voluminous reports connected with every department of 
the government of that interesting and important region, then 
newly brought under our dominion, and very little known to 
us. These reports the Governor-General and the govern- 
ments of Madras and Bombay deemed highly valuable, as 
furnishing the bases of the future and permanent rule of our 
new acquisitions* So, while similarly employed in Guzerat, 
his similar collections and arrangement of information, and 
bis reports thereon, on every subject connected with, the im- 
provement of its condition, were similarly appreciated by his 
immediate and distant superiors. 

It may not be out of place here to regiark, that a history of 
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GvasevBt would fornish as intorestiiiga vdiune as any that 
could be produced on East Indian afiairs* It would aferd 
ataj^ scope for the exertkm of taloit oit almost e^ry inviting 
topic of Qriental literature and research. Whenever suck a 
work maybe contemplated, Major Walker's extended reports 
and correspondence, on nearly all those topics, would furnish 
abuncknt materials for the finishing hand <^ the historian. 
These reports are, it is believed, accessible. Major Widkev^s 
private collections are also very great. Had time and leisure 
permitted him to arrange them, the becoming reserve and 
diffidence of his nature might have yielded to the solicitations 
df his literary feiends, as to their committal to the p^ess. 

Such unceasing intertropical exertions of mind and body 
as we have seen Major Walker engaged in, from 1782 to 
1808, produced their usual elBfects. Equanimity and tern* 
perance contributed, no doubt, to ward off their earlier se«« 
verity ) but they now told, in language too plain, that the 
period of repose was imperatively present. His departure 
from Ouzerat was, however, in conformity to the expressed 
wishes both of the government of Bombay and of the Gaik- 
awar, postponed as long as possible — his medical friends 
thought too long» 

Towards the end of 1808 Major Walker gained rank, and 
applied for a furlough to Europe. On this occasion the fol-« 
lowing general order was issued to the Bombay army, 19th 
January, 1809: — 

** The Honourable the Governor in Council is pleased to 
permit Lieutenant- Colonel A. Walker, of the 1st regiment of 
Native Infantry, to proceed to England, with the option of 
returning to or retiring from the service at the expiration of 
his furlough. In thus announcing the departure of Lieu* 
tenant-Colonel Walker, the Governor in Council discharges 
one of the most gratifying obligations of his public duty in 
recording, in concurrence with the sentiments of the com* 
manding officer of the forces, his unreserved testimony to the 
distinguished merits of an officer, whose progress throughout 
the service has uniformly reflected the highest credit on the 
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profei^ioti of which he has proved himself so respeeCable a 
member. The character of Li^teliafit-Colc^el Walker first 
attracted the notice of this Govtef nfmeiit in the cottfideritial 
Sftaatron if^hi^h he held of Secretary to Lieutenant^Genetttl 
Stnart, as Comn^ander-^iii'-chie^ of the forces uiuler this pre* 
sfdeficy; knd who bavhig, moreover, appointed him to the 
office of Deptity Q!!iaster*itifaster General^ in Janoary, 17999 
the Lieotenant-Cdonel accompanied that experienced officer 
ih charge of the arduous duties of Quarter-ma^er General to 
the BoAibay army that co«operated in the reduction* of the 
fortress of Seringapataiti in the memorable campaign of that 
year. The selection of the Lientenant'-Colonel to fill even* 
tually the appointment of assistant to the Auditor<>Oeneral 
having been communicated to the Honourable the Court of 
Directors, they were pleased, in 1801, to direct that he should 
succeed to the responsible situation of Auditor^General to this 
presidency. The several occasions, however, which the ad- 
ministration of this presidency has had to avail itself of the 
experienced talents and acquirements of that officer, have in* 
terropted his succession to the principal charge of either of 
the two above-^mentioned offices, in the immediate line of his 
profession, — ^ iti view to which he had thus successively been 
selected, — and in both of which he was eminently qualified 
to promote the public service. Having accompanied tb6 
Committee of Government * that proceeded to Malabar in 
1797, the knowledge which Colonel Walker thence acquired 
of the state of affairs In that province, joined to his con- 
ciliatory character, led to his being nominated a member of 
the commission that was formed for regulating the affairs of 
Malabar, at a crisis which demanded the selection of servants 
of approved judgment and talents. On the abolition of the 
commission, Lieutenant-Colonel Walker would have succeeded 
to the office of Auditor-General, pursuant to his nomination 
by the Honourable Court, had not the course of events called 
for the exercise of his tried abilities in promoting the national 
interests in a more active and delicate scene of operati<»K 

* The Governor, Duncan^ and the Commandef-in-chiefi General Stuart. 
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The Baroda state having solicited the interposition of the 
Honourable Company's favour and authority in extricating 
that government from the various difficulties and distresses 
under which it then laboured, this officer proceeded to the 
northward in 1802 ; and, in the short warfare which ensued, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Walker's services attracted the thanks of 
His Excellency the Most Noble the Governor-General in 
Council, ^ for the judgment and address which he manifested 
in the conduct of the negotiations with the minister Rouba, 
and for Major Walker's distinguished exertion of military 
talents in the contest in which he was unavoidably engaged 
with the superior force of Malhar Kao Gaikawar/— ^Having 
successively engaged in the reduction of the active and dan- 
gerous opposition that immediately distracted the Gaikawar 
state, the attention of Lieutenant-Colonel Walker has for these 
last seven years been sedulously devoted, in his capacity of 
Resident at Baroda, in co-operating with the administration 
of the Gaikawar government towards a restoration of its 
affairs : after the attainment of which important object, he^ is 
now returning to his native country, with the regret of his 
own government at the loss of his able assistance, with the 
distinguished approbation of the Governor-General of India 
for the eminent services he has rendered, and the general 
good wishes of the sovereign and subjects in the country of 
the Honourable Company's ally, at the court of which he 
had thus long and usefully resided." 

Early in 1809 Lieutenant-Colonel Walker embarked at 
Bombay for England. The ship had not cleared the harbour 
when he received a letter from the Governor-General, Lord 
Minto, expressive of his wish that he would not quit India. It 
had become known to his lordshipj and otliers, that some in- 
flammable materials were likely soon to explode to the north- 
ward of Guzerat ; and it was not probable that the turbulent 
spirits in the contiguous parts of that province, so recently re- 
duced to quietness, could so remain, when an inviting move- 
ment in their neighbourhood told .them ^^ there were dangers 
to dare and spoil to be won." The absence of the head and 
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hand that had suppressed and kept down these high minds was 
quickly felt Colonel Walker's ship touched at Point de 
Galle (his immediate impulse of quitting the ship on the 
receipt of Lord Minto's letter was found impracticable) ; and 
other letters reached him there from His Excellency, which, 
determined him to return at all hazards, and in defiance of all 
medical opinion and advice. The repose of a fortnight on 
ship-board, with the salubrious change to sea air, had pro- 
duced their usual .effects ; and Colonel Walker found his 
health so much amended as to warrant a hope that he might 
still withstand, for another year, the trying climate of Guzerat. 

He returned forthwith to Bombay, and thence soon pro- 
ceeded to the scene of his late successful exertions. Futteh 
Sing, the enterprising ruler of Cutch, had threatened the in- 
vasion of Guzerat. This had caused Lord Hinto's letters ; 
and, we believe, before Colonel Walker could return thither 
the threats had been executed, with their expected results, 
the uprising of the Katty warry chiefs of the Gaikawar state. 
An immediate demonstration of force was necessary; and 
Colonel Walker again entered^ Kattywar at the head of a 
detachment stronger than had before acted in that quarter, 
where he was joined as before by the army of the Gaikawar. 
Among other operations, the detachment besieged and took 
the fort of Kandadher, in June. The strong fort of Mallia, of 
high reputation among the military of Guzerat, and neighbour- 
ing nations, upheld its character. It became necessary to 
breach it. This operation being sufficiently effected, it still 
refused to yield ; and was carried by assault on the 7th of July, 
after a very vigorous resistance. The fortress was razed. 

These brilliant operations had the usual effect of abridging 
and smoothing the progress of negotiation ; and the pressing 
and delicate afiairs with, the government of Cutch were 
brought to a favourable conclusion. The piratical states and 
parties of that neighbourhood were also at this time favourably 
and 'finally arranged; the strong piratical hold of Positra 
having surrendered to our detachment. 

On these satisfactory events various encomiums were passed 
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00 CoIqd^I Wialker ^v4 Ijus fflhixkt bfiod : from tbeise we; 
select |the following : — The Coauimider-in«qhief of the Qom- 
bay army expressed the *^ h^hest sati^&ctioD^ and cour 
gratulated the a<nny o>n an achievement so distingqished by 
judgment^ decision^ ^ealf and intrepidity; apd $o highly^ 
creditable to the troops iQii^i^ed. The Coqimander-in^chief 
begs to distribute his praise and gratitude to Lieutenant-: 
Colonel Walker, Major Mabopey, w^ the offiosrs and men» 
for their i^irited, gallant, and energetic condHct in this ardu- 
ous enterprise." The Qombfty government thus concluded 
its general ordeir to the army. 

*^ In thus narrating the circumstances that attended the re- 
duction of the :Fort of Mailia^ the Governor in Ckiuncil affords 
th6 most ^tisfactory testimony to the able dispo^tion that hud. 
been planned by that judicious and experienced officer, Lieu- 
tenantf Colonel Walker ; and to the vig^^ur, promptitude, and 
bravery by which that pilan was carried into effef^ by the 
gallant detachment under that oSicer's command, which ha? 
added another conspicuous exploit to those which have already 
distinguished the zeal and intrepidity of the Bombay army." 

Having acocnnpli^hed all the objects for which government 
had so pressingly desired his return, Colonel Walker again 
obtained leave to quit India. On this occasion the fb^owing 
general order was issued to the army : — 

*« Bombay Castle, 23d Jan. 1810. The Honourable the 
Governor in Council is pleased to permit Lieutena^t-Cqlonel 
Walker to proceed to England, with the option of retiring 
from., or returning to, the service. The sentiments of Govern- 
ment on die high professional character and distinguished 
merits. of Lieutenant-Colonel Walker were expressed in the 
orders dated 19th January, 1$09, on the occasion of that 
i^cer's former embarkation for Europe. The communication 
of the wishes of the Right Honourable the Governor-General 
that the residence of Colonel Walker in this country might 
be prolonged, for the purpose of carrying into effect an ar- 
rangement of great political importance, determined the Lieu.- 
tenant-Colonel to return to his station, and to resume. the 
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iiinctacHis of his oiBce. Haying immediately entered upon the 
delicate duties committed to his able management, the progress 
of his negotiations, and the success of his measures* have been 
marked by that judgment, ability, and address, of which he has 
afforded so many decided proofe ; at the «ame time that the re- 
putation of the British arms has been maintained and extended 
under his approi^d military talents and skill, in a degree 
that has already attracted the distinguished approbation of the 
Right Honourable the Goyemor<^General. The Governor in 
Council dierefore, in announcing Lieutenant«Colonel Walker's 
ultimate return to his native country, embrace (he opportunity 
of renewing the expression of the obligations of the Govern- 
ment for the important services which have already received 
its cordial and unqualified testimony, and which have been 
enhanced by the emineot and substantial benefits that this pre- 
sidency has derived from his protracted residence in India." 

The year 1831 deprived England of many of its illustrious 
sons — of more than usually &11 in that brief period. The 
demimds on our pages are commensurably great. The period 
of Colonel Walker's brilliant services had now arrived ; and 
we feel called on to hasten this slight memoir to its conclusion. 
We have already given, on two or three occasions, the enco- 
miastic records which his immediate employers in India saw 
fit to make in reference to his services. It could not be 
otherwise than gratifying to us, and to his numerous friends, 
were we to give, in this place, more of such honourable tes- 
timmiials. We have before as upwards of three-score, general 
orders by Governors of India and by Comraanders-iniHchief 
of the armies, and minutes of Council by ^e different Govern- 
ments of India, and extracts from the consultations of the 
Court of Directors in England, of a like tendency, — all ex*- 
pressive of gratitude and admiration of his talents, zeal, 
courage, assiduity, and success. The. temptation to lay many 
of these before our readers is great ; but we must refrain. 

On quitting India, Colonel Walker could not but see tbait 
a perseverance in the measures and system by which he had 
restored peace, plenty, credit, and confidence throughout a 
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state in which the direct reverse of all those blessings had 
long reigned triumphant, was essential to their continuance; 
and he could not but feel that the superintendence of one 
well trained in his school was almost as essential to such per- 
severance. In his early service in Guzerat, he had, out of 
esteem for his respected parents, taken by the hand a very 
young man. Perhaps the situation — the usually idle one * — 
of aideKle-camp may have been given him: but Walker's 
aides-de-camp were not sufiered to be idle — all in his family 
must work ; and in this young gentleman he found an able 
and willing workman. He deserved, and won, the confidence 
and esteem of his superior, and became his political assistant, 
confidential friend, and ardent co-operator in all his plans* 
The civil governors of India have seen with much dissatis- 
faction the increased employment of military officers in the 
departments of diplomacy and revenue. In theory their view 
is just. The Court of Directors have had, and have, the like 
feeling. But 'all have been compelled to approve of many 
practical deviations from such theory. The native govern- 
ments of India are all essentially military. With Hindoos, 
none but the military tribe can furnish sovereigns. It is cer- 
tain that the East India Company's civil servants do npt, 
beyond the necessary and admitted equal influence of talents 
and morals, carry, in pressing times, a like weight at native 
courts as military ambassadors. In delicate times it has been 
found expedient to fill all the governments of India with 
soldiers. The commencement of this alteration was in 1 788-99 
when Generals Lord Cornwallis, Sir William Medows, and 
Sir Robert Abercrombie, were the Governors and Com- 
manders-in-Chief respectively of Bengal, Madras, and Bom- 
bay. The humbling and subjugation of Tippoo, and the 
eventual annexation of the power of his realm to our own, 
were the consequences. Lord Harris, Sir Thomas Monro, 
Sir John Malcolm, and other distinguished general officers, 
have succeeded to those chairs. In the line of diplomacy, the 
Duke of Wellington, Generals Palmer and Sir David Ochter- 
lony, G. C.B., Sir Barry Close, Colonel Wilks, and other 
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soldiers, have been eminently successful at the durbars of the 
native princes. Still the feeling of cedarU arma prevails,' and 
very properly. In addition to tliis, Colonel Walker had to 
combat the non-acquisition of rank on the.part of the gentleman 
whom he desired should continue, as principal, what he had 
helped to establish, as assistant. The Bombay Government 
well knew that no friend or even brother of Walker's would 
be recommended by him for any office for which a more fit 
man could be found. In this case, moreover, the officer l)e- 
longed to a diffi^rent establishment ; and that the most remote, 
as to distance, politics, language, and. every point, — a lieu- 
tenant in the Madras army. 

The recommendation was strenuously resisted on a variety 
of reasonable grounds by both the Bombay and the Supreme 
Goviernments, in whom the appointment: rested, and by. the 
Court of Directors, as to its confirmation. But when Colonel 
Walker saw a point clearly, he outworked it steadily ; and all 
parties at length saw it also, and yielded to«his reiterat^ 
recommendation. It was an favour of Lieutenant James Car- 
nac, who was appointed to the important situation of ^^ Politi- 
cal Resident at the Court of his Highness theGaikawar Rajah.? 
It may not be superfluous, perhaps, to some of our readers to 
be informed, that the office of political resident on the part 
of the East India Company is equivalent to that of ambassador 
from a crowned head. The result proved the wisdom that 
had prompted the recommendation ; and Major Carnac is now 
one of the Court of Directors of the East India Company. 

Colonel Walker we have brought to England in 1810. In 
1812 he retired from the service, and fixed himself in his 
native country, where he lived mo&t happily in the bosom of 
his amiable family, attending with ardour to the varied pur- 
suits of agriculture, and the improvement of his estates. In 
1822 he was called from this retirement to the government of 
St Helena, with the rank of Brigadier- General. We can 
only notice, that in this limited boundary his active mind was 
most usefully employed. He irflprOved the agriculture and 
horticulture of the island by the establishment of farming and 
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gardening societies, to which he deliveried lectures, — its morals 
by the foundation of schools and libraries, and the suppression 
or mitigation of all that trenched on the decencies, comforts, 
and happiness of his few thousands of subjects ; -^ he intro*- 
duced silk-worms, and gave a stimulus to their views of ex^ 
port, &c. &c. 

In this confined sphere of usefulness, he was struck with 
apoplexy while at the council-board; from the eflects of which 
he never fully recovered. He died at the age of about 66, at 
his beloved home — Bowland, by Edinburgh — on the 5th of 
March, 1831, leaving a widow and two sons. 

He who traces this brief memoir — brief in reference to 
copiousness of materials and attraction of subject — enjoyed 
for neariy half a century the acquaintance and friendship of 
this excellent man : during more than half that period few 
months elapsed without the confidential interchange of an 
epistolary sheet or two. He hoped that some literary friend 
would compose a more suitable memoir, to take its station 
immediately beside that of his countryman. Sir Thomas 
Munro ; to whom, in zeal, talent, industry, worth, and suc- 
cess, Gleneral Walker bore a near resemblance: but not 
learning that such a memoir is to be looked for, this poor one 
is thus substituted. The writer deems it one of the most 
honourable points of his (not unhonoured) life, to have been 
uninterruptedly for such a time the acquaintance, the intimate^ 
the confidential friend of such a man as Alexander Walker. 
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No. IV. 
ROBERT WILLIAM ELLISTON, ESQ. 

<^ The death of a comic actor," justly observes the clever 
writer of a very entertaining daily paper *, ^^ is felt more than 
than that of a tragedian. He has sympathised more with 
us in our every-day feelings, and has given us more amuse- 
ment. Death, with a tragedian, seems all in the way of busi- 
ness. Tragedians have been dying all their lives. They are 
a ^ grave' people. But it seems a hard thing upon the comic 
actor to quench his airiness and vivacity — to stop him in his 
happy career — to make us think of him, on the sudden, with 
solemnity -^ and to miss him for ever. We could have * bet- 
ter spared a better man.' It is something like losing a merry 
child. We have not got used to the gravity." 

Robert William Elliston was born April 7. 1 774«, in Orange 
Street, Bloomsbury. His father, a watchmaker, was the 
youngest son of an eminent farmer at Gidgrave, near Orford, 
in Suffolk, and brother to the Reverend William Elliston, D. D. 
Master of Sidney-Sussex Col]ege, Cambridge. 

At nine years of age young Elliston was placed at St. 
Paul's school ; and as he was accustomed to visit his uncle 
Dr. Elliston at Cambridge, during the vacations, he appeared 
to have before him prospects in the University, and also, 
should he think fit to enter the clerical profession, in the 
Church. It is said that his ambition for scenic celebrity was 
first excited by the applause he received at the school Speeches 
in 1790, on delivering an English thesis, the subject of which 
was, *^ Nemo confidat nimium secundis." He is remembered, 
about the same period, to have represented Pierre, in " Venice 
Preserved," at some private performances at the Lyceum; and 

* The Tatlcr. 
£ 2 
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he shortly after abruptly quitted school (at the time he was 
the fourth boy) without the knowledge of his friends. 

He wandered to Bath, where, to procure the temporary 
means of subsistence, he engaged himself as clerk in a lottery 
office, and remained in that capacity for a few weeks, until he 
found an opportunity of making his theatrical essay, which 
was in the humble part of Tressel, in " Richard the Third," 
April 21. 1791. Although this performance was very sue- 
cessftil, the manager was not able to offer him a permanent 
engagement: he obtained, however, from M r. Wallis, the 
father of Mrs. Campbell, a letter of recommendation to Tate 
Wilkinson, at York, who immediately engaged him. The 
principal characters in Wilkinson's company being entively 
pre-occupied, the truant in a short time became weary of his 
situation, and wrote to his uncle a better supplicating for for- 
giveness. He was allowed to return to his family, but coukl 
not be persuaded to relinquish his taste for the stage. In 1793 
he appeared a second time at Bath, in the character of Romeo: 
and during the season he continued to play a variety of cha- 
racters in tragedy, comedy, opera, .or pantomime. 

As his occupation in life appeared now to be decisively 
adopted, another uncle, the late Professor Marty n, had the 
kindness to use his exertions to introduce him to the boards 
of Drury Lane ; but the terms proposed not being sufficient 
to induce EUiston to leave Bath, he concluded an engage- 
ment there for four years. In 1796 he carried off from that 
city Miss Rundall, a teacher of dancing; and soon after their 
marriage in London made his first bow to a London audience 
at the Haymarket, June 24. of that year, in the very opposite 
characters of Octavian in " The Mountaineers,'' and Vapour 
in *^ My Grandmother." Having performed a few nights, he 
returned to Bath until the latter end of the season, when he 
again app^red at the Haymarket, as Sir Edward Mortimer in 
" The Iron Ghest," which, only a short time before, had been 
produced and condemned at Driiry Lane, although Mr. 
Kemble had taken the character of Sir Edward Mortimer. 

From the Haymarket Mr. Elliston was engaged to perform 
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for a limited number of nights at Covent Garden ; but, owing 
to some disagreement with Mr. Harris, he again joined the 
Haymarket corps; and on Mr. Colman's new arrangement 
in 1803, he became not only his principal performer, but also 
his acting manager. In the succeeding year when John 
Kemble quitted Drury Lane, Mr. EUiston was engaged to 
supply his place : after the theatre was burnt, when the com* 
pany performed at the Lyceum, he left it in consequence of 
some quarrel with Thomas Sheridan. 

He then took the Circus, and having given it the name of 
the Surrey Theatre, commenced performing some of the best 
plays of Shakspeare, and some operas, having so far altered 
them as to bring them within the meaning of the license ; a 
practice which he defended in a well-written pamphlet He 
acted the principal partS) and was equally applauded in Mac- 
beth and Macheath. In 1805 he published *^ The Venetian 
Outlaw, a Drama, in three acts,'* which he had himself 
adapted from the French — " Abellino, le grand Bandit" 

On the re-opening of Drury Lane Theatre, EUiston again 
formed part of that company : on the first night he delivered 
Lord Byron's opening address, and personated the character 
of Hamlet When the theatre was let out on a lease in 1819, 
he became the lessee, at a yearly rent of 10,200/.; and so 
continued until declared a bankrupt, in 1826. After some 
speculations in the Olympic theatre, he again undertook the 
superintendence of the Circus, and, until very lately, occa- 
sionally pei*formed upon its boards, in Cumberland's Jew, 
Dr. Pangloss, and some smaller parts. His death was 
occasioned by apoplexy, on Friday, the 7th of July, 1831. 

*^ Mr. EUiston," says the authority which we quoted at the 
commencement of this little memoir, '^ was the best comedian, 
in the highest sense of the word, that we have seen. Others 
equalled him in some particular points ; Lewis surpassed him 
in airiness ; but there was no gentleman comedian who com- 
prised so many qualities of his art as he did, or who could 
diverge so well into those parts of tragedy which find a con- 
necting link with the graver powers of the comedian in their 
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gracefulness and humanity. He was the best Wildair^ the 
best Archer, the best Aranza ; and carrying the seriousness of 
Aranxa a little further, or making Iiim a tragic gentleman in* 
stead of a comic, he became the best Mortimer^ and even the 
best Macbeth, of any performer who excelled in comedy." 

*^ The tragedy of this accomplished actor was, however, 
only an elongation, or drawing out, of the graver and more 
sensitive part of his comedy. It was in comedy that he was 
the master. 

^* In comedy, after the death of Lewis, he remained with- 

« 

out a rival. He had three distinguished excellencies, -^-^ dry 
humour, gentlemanly mirth, and fervid gallantry. His fea- 
tures were a little too round, and his person latterly became 
a great deal too much so. But we speak of him in his best 
days. His face, in one respect, was of that rare order which 
is peculiarly fitted for the expression of enjoyment: — it 
laughed with the eyes as well as the mouth. His eyes, which 
were not large, grew smaller when he was merry, and twinkled 
with glee and archness; his smile was full of enjoyment; and 
yet the moment he shook his head with a satirical deprecation, 
or dropped the expression of his face into an innuendo, nothing 
could be drier or more angular than bis mouth. There was 
a generosity in his style, both in its greater and smaller points. 
He understood all the little pretended or avowed arts of a 
gentleman, when he was conversing, or complimenting^ or 
making love; every thing which implied the necessity of at- 
tention to the other person, and a just, and as it were, mutual 
consciousness of the graces of life on his own. His manners 
had the true minuet-dance spirit of gentility, — the knowledge 
how to give and take, with a certain recognition of the merits 
on either side, even in the midst of raillery. And then his 
voice was remarkable for its union of the manly with the 
melodious ; and as a lover, nobody approached him. Cer- 
tainly nobody approached a woman as he did. It was the 
reverse of that preposterous style of touch and avoids — that 
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embracing at arms' length, and hinting of a mutual touch on 
the. shoulders, — by which the ladies and gentlemen c^ the 
stage think fit to distinguish themselves from the characters 
they perform, and even the Pollys and Macheaths propitiate 
our good opinion. EUiston made out that it was no shame to 
love a woman, and no shame in her to return his passion. He 
took her hand, he cherished it against his bosom, he watched 
the moving of her countenance, he made the space less and 
less between them, and as he at length burst out into some 
exclamation of ^ Charming i or Lovely ! ' his voice trembled, 
not with the weakness, but with the. strength and fervour of 
its emotion." 

^^ In tragedy, for want of a strong sympathy with the serious, 
he sometimes got into a commonplace turbulence, and at 
others, put on an affected solemnity ; and he was in the habit 
oi hawing between his words. The longer he was a manager, 
the worse this habit became. He was not naturally indined 
to the authoritative; but having once commenced it in order 
to give weight to his levity, he seems to have carried about 
the habit with him, to maintain his importance. Unfor* 
tunatdy, he fiuided that he was never more natural than on 
these occasions. He said once, at the table of a friend of ours, 
dapping himself on the knee, and breathing with his usual 
fervour, ^ Nature-a%0, Sir, is every thing-aw .* I-*atD am always- 
am natural-ffte.' '' 

" We had an hour's conversation with him once at Drury 
Lane ; during which, in answer to some observation we made 
respecting the quantity of business he had to get through, he 
tdd us, that he had formed himself ^ on the model of the 
Grand Pensionary De Witt.' Coming with him out of the 
theatre, we noticed the present portico in Bridges Street, which 
had just been added to the front; and said that it seemed to 
have started up like magic. ^ Yes, sir,' said he, * energy is 
the things — I no sooner said it, than it was done : — it was 
a Monaparfe blc^.** 

£ 4 
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' ^^ There was ireal energy, however, in all this, and the right 
animal spirits, as well as an innocent pedantry: nor did it 
hinder him from being the delightful comedian we have de- 
scribed. He could not have been it had he not been pleased 
with himself; and a little superfluous self-complacency off the 
stage was to i>e pardoned him. A successful actor would be 
a phenomenon of modesty, if he were not one of the vainest 
of men. Nobody gets such applause as he does^ and in «cich 
an intoxicating way, except a conqueror entering a city; 
' ^* We must not forget to mention, that Elliston's homdy 
tragedy was excellent. He has rivalled Bannister in the p^- 
formance of the Brazier in << John Bull ;" and his Sheva in the 
comedy of ^* The Jew" was admired to the last for its pathetic 
delicacy. Upon the whole, as the gallant of genuine comedy, 
and an accomplii^faed actor of all-work, he has left nobody to 
compare with hitai." 

A writer in the Monthly Magazine, who describes Mr. 
Ellistori as Imving been one of his earli^ associates, telis the 
following whimsical anecdotes of him :-^ • "i - 

'^ The ruling passion of Elliston's mind, I should say^ «was 
vanity, or perhaps we may ennoble it by the term 6f aiiibtiU>n. 
I do not mean mere personal vanity, or desire of extravagkint 
praise, in the exercise of his profession — I believe in this par- 
ticular he was exceeded by many of his brethren ; but it was his 
management he delighted to honour. It was an overweening 
desire to impress on the minds of his associates and depend- 
ents an exaggerated idea of his own importance — to impart 
a false consequence to the rule of his little dominion — a pre- 
rogative he had succeeded in persuading himself was equal td 
royalty itself. Here is an instance. A gentleman of con- 
siderable merit as a provincial actor once called, by appoint* 
ment, at Drury Lane Theatre. He found Mr. Eiliston, who 
had then the management, giving some directions on the stage, 
and was welcomed by him with great politeness. The roana* 
ger however, thinking, from the slight conversation which had 
passed, the gentleman in question did not seem sufficiently 
impressed with the greatness of the individual whom, he had 
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the honour for the first time of addressing, took an odd 

method of displaying his power and consequence. *^Yes9 

Sir/' said Mr. Elliston, continuing the conversation previously 

commenced, with a slow and solemn enunciation, — ^' the 

drama — is now — at its lowest ebb; and — " then suddenly 

breaking off, in a loud emphatic voice he called ** First night 

watchman" — The man instantly stepped up, and making bis 

how stood for orders. — ^' And," resuming to the actor, **and 

unless ~a material — change — " again breaking off, he called, 

*^ Other nigAt watchman^" with peculiar emphasis. The call was 

obeyed «6 before — '^a material change — I say stakes place, 

<4«-diS' Juvenal justly — '* ^* M>\ Prompter J* — The prompter 

/caide — ^"as Juvenal justly observes—" ** Box^keepery dress 

^inckj right hand "-^The man joined the group: — ^^ but^ Sir, 

•areaeMn' must take place, when — " " Other Baaykeepers." 

—The other box-keepers came up. — " Sir> I saj^ there must be 

r—K''=*r€^«<*?'— Copyist arrives^ — <* roust be a~" ^*r First 

. iscemr^ffier" The man comes. — " Sir^ I say it, a convulsion, 

which will overturn -— " *^ Other scene^shijier*^ They all flock 

90UBd-^(^^ aad eventually crush even the — " " Call-boy.** Mr. 

filUMcn having now, by the power of his wand, collected all 

thesiQi^p^sanages around him, without seeming to have an idea; 

of providing for their exit, luckily thought that tlie easiest 

way lo diHniss them, without derogation to his dignity, would 

be to make an exit himself: beckoning, therefore, to the 

actor, for whose especial benefit this display of authority was 

got up, he said, in a slow and magisterial tone, ^* Follow me ;" 

then, in the most dignified manner, he retired to his room, 

leaving the minions of his power to guess at his will." 

*^ If ever an actor obtained credit for identifying himself 
with the character he represented, it was certainly due to Mr. 
Elliston more than to any man on the stage ; for it is a well 
known fact that, during the celebrated representation of the 
Coronation at Drury Lane, Mr. Elliston was so carried away 
by the enthusiasm of his profession, that he verily believed 
himself to be the royal personage he represented. When the 
mimic but gorgeous pageant left the stage, the acclamations of 
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a crowded house were long and deafening; until Eiliston, for* 
getting that he was only the puppet of royalty, overcome, with 
emotion, burst into tears, and stretching forth his hands, ex* 
claimed, in an almost inarticulate voice,^*—^ Bless you, bless 
you, my people!"* 

Under his favourite signature of Elia, Mr. Charles Lamb^ 
whose critical and miscellaneous essiays have so frequently 
delighted the public, thus, in the Englishman's Magazine, 
speaks of Mr* EUiston : — 

^' My acquaintance with the pleasant creature, whose loss 
we all deplore, was but slight. * The anecdotes which I have 
to tell of him are trivial, save inasmuch as they may elucidate 
character. — To descant upon his merits as a comedian would 
be superfluous. With his blended private and professional 
habits alone I have to do ; that harmonious fusion of the man- 
ners of the player into those of every-day life, which brought 
the stage-boards into streets and dining-parlours, and kept up 
the play when the play was ended. ^ I like Wrench,* a friend 
was saying to him one day; ^ because he is the same natural, 
easy creature on the stage, that he is qffi* < My case exactly,* 
retorted Elliston — with a charming forgetfulness that the 
converse of a proposition does not always lead to the same 
conclusion — * I am tlie same person offF the stage that I am 
onJ The inference, at first sight, seems identical; but ex- 

* « My first introduction to E., which afterwards ripened into an acquaintance 
a little on this side of intimacy, was over a counter of the Leamington Spa Li- 
brary, then newly entered upon by a branch of his family. £., whom nothing 
misbecame -^ to auspicate, I suppose, the filial concern, and set it a going with a 
fustre, was serving in person two damsels fair, who had come into the shop osten* 
sibly to enquire for some new publication, but in reality to have a sight of the 
IHustrious shopman, hoping some conference. With what an air did he reach 
down the volume, dispassionately giving his opinion upon the worth of the work 
in question, and launching out into a dissertation on its comparative merits with 
those of certain publications of a similar stamp, its rivals ! his enchanted customers 
fiurly hanging upon his lips, subdued to their authoritative sentence. So have I 
seen a gentleman in comedy acting the shopman. So Lovelace sold his gloves itf 
King Street. I admired the histrionic art, by which he contrived to carry clean 
«way every notion of disgrace from the occupation he had so generously submitted 
to ; and from that hour I judged him, with no after repentance, to be 4i person 
with whom it would be a fi-licity to be more acquainted." 
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amine it a little, and it confesses only, that the one performer 
was never, and the other always, * acting^ 

^^ And in truth this was the charm of EUiston's private de- 
portment. You had a spirited performance always going on 
before your eyes, with nothing to pay. As^ where a mooarch 
takes up his casqal abode for a night, the poorest hovel which 
he honours by his sleeping in it becomes ipso facto for that 
time a palace ; so, wherever EUiston walked, sat, or stood stilly 
there was the theati*e. He carried about with him his pit, box, 
and galleries, and set up his portable playhouse at corners of 
streets and in the market-places. Upon flintiest pavements 
he trod the boards still ; and if his theme chanced to be pas* 
sionate, the green baize carpet of tri^edy spontaneously rose 
beneath his feet; Now this was heartv, and showed a love 
for his art So Apelles always painted — in thought. So 
G. Ji.-always poetises. I hate a lukewarm artist. I have 
known actors — and some of them of Elliston's own stamp — 
who i^hall have agreeably been amusing you in the part of a 
rake or a coxcomb, through the two or three hours of their 
dramatic existence ; but no sooner does the curtain fall with 
its leaden clatter, but a spirit of lead seems to seize on all their 
faculties. They emerge sour, morose persons, intolerable to 
&milies, servants, &c. Another shall have been expanding 
your heart with generous deeds and sentiments, till it even 
beats with yearnings of universal sympathy ; you absolutely 
long to go home and do some good action. The play seems 
tedious till you can get fairly out of the house, and realise 
your laudable intentions. At length the final bell rings, and 
this cordial representative of all that is amiable in human 
breasts steps forth — a miser. Elliston was more of a piece. 
Did he play Raider? and did Ranger fill the general bosom 
of the town with satisfaction? why should he not be Ranger, 
and diffuse the same cordial satisfaction among his private 
circles ? with his temperament, his animal spirits, his good 
nature, his follies perchance, could he do better than identify 
himself with his impersonation ? Are we to like a pleasant 
rake, or coxcomb, on the stage, and give ourselves airs of 
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avemon for the identical character presented to us in actual 
life ? or what would the performer have gained by divesting 
himself of the impersonation ? Could the man Elliston have 
been essentially different from his part, even if he had avoided 
to reflect to us studiously, in private circles, the airy briskness, 
the forwardness, and 'scape-grace trickeries of his prototype? 

<' But there is something not natural in this everlasting 
acting ; we want the real man. 

^^ Are you quite sure that it is not the man himself, whom 
you cannot, or will not see, under some adventitious trappings, 
which, nevertheless, sit not at all inconsistently upon him? 
What if it is the nature of some men to be highly artificial ? 
The fault is least reprehensible in players. Gibber was his 
own Foppington, with almost as much wit as Vanbrugh could 
add to it. 

*' ^ My conceit of his person' (it is Ben Jonson speaking of 
Lord Bacon) ^ was never increased towards him by his place 
or honours* But I have, and do reverence him for the great' 
nessy that was only proper to himself; in that he seemed to 
0ie ever one of the greatest men that had been in many ages. 
In his adversity I ever prayed that heaven would give him 
strength ; for greatness be could not want.' 

^' The quality here commended was scarcely less conspi* 
cuous in the subject of these idle reminiscences than in my 
Lord Verulam. Those who have imagined that an unexpected 
elevation to the direction of a great London theatre affected 
the consequence of Elliston, or at all changed his nature, knew 
not the essential greatness of the man whom they disparage. 
It was my fortune to encounter him near St. Dunstan's Church 
(which, with its punctual giants, is now no more than dust, 
and a shadow) on the morning of his election to that high 
office. Grasping my hand with a look of significance, he only 
uttered, — * Have you heard the news?' — then with another 
look following up the blow, he subjoined, * I am the future 
Manager of Drury Lane Theatre.' Breathless as he saw me, 
be stayed not for congratulation or reply, but mutely stalked 
away, leaving me to chew upon his new-blown dignities at 
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leisure. In fact, nothing could be said to it Expressive si-r 
leuce alone could muse his praise. This was in his grectt 
style. 

^^ But was he less greai^ (be witness, O ye powers of equa- 
nimity ! that supported in the ruins of Carthage the consular 
exile, ahd more recently transmuted, for a more illustrious 
exile, the barren constableship of Elba into an image of Im- 
perial France,) when in melancholy after-years, again, much 
near the same spot, I met him, when that sceptre had been 
wrested from his hand, and his dominion was curtailed to the 
petty: manag^ship, and part proprietorship, of the small 
Olympic, hit Whaf He still played nightly upon the boards 
of Drury, but in parts, alas ! allotted to him, not magnificently 
distributed by him. Waving his great loss as nothing, and 
magnificently sinking the sense of fallen material grandeur 
in the more liberal resentment of depreciations done to his 
more lofty intellectual pretensions, < Have you heard,' (his 
customary exordium) * have you heard,' said he, ^ how they 
treat me? They put me in comedy.* Thought I — but his 
finger on his lips forbade any verbal interruption — ^ Where 
eould they have put you better?' Then after a pause — 
* Where I formerly played Romeo, I now play Mercutio;' 
— and so again he stalked away, neither staying, nor caring 
for, responses. 

^^ O ! it was a rich scene — but Sir Antony Carlisle, the 
best of story-tellers and surgeons, who mends a lame nar- 
rative almost as well as he sets a fracture, alone could do jus- 
tice to it — « that I was witness to, in the tarnished room (that 
had oiice been green) of that same litde Olympic. There, 
after his deposition from imperial Drury, he substituted a 
throne. That Olympic Hill was his ^ highest heaven;' him- 
self ^ Jove in his chair.' There he sat in state, while before 
him, on complaint of Prompter, was brought for judgment — 
how shall I describe her? *- one of those little tawdry things 
that flirt at the tails of chorusses — a probationer for the town, 
in either of its senses — the pertest little drab — a dirty fringe 
and appendage of the lamps' smoke — who, it seems, on some 
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disapprobation expressed by a ^ highly respectable' audience, 
had precipitately quitted her station on the boards, and with- 
drawn her small talents in disgust. 

" * And how dare you/ said her manager — assuming a 
censorial severity which would have crushed the confidence of 
a Vestris, and disarmed that beautiful rebel herself of her pro- 
fessional caprices — I verily believe, he thought her standing 
befbre him — ^ how dare you, Madam, withdraw yourself with-, 
out a notice from your theatrical duties?' — ^I was hissed, 
Sir,'-—* And you have the presumption to decide upon the 
taste of the town?' — * I don't know that. Sir, but 1 will never 
stand to be hissed,' was the subjoinder of young Confidence — 
when, gathering up his features into one significant mass of 
wonder, pity, and expostulatory indignation — in a lesson 
never to have been lost upon a creature less forward than she 
who stood before him — his words were these — * They have 
hissed me. 

** 'Twas the identical argument h fortiori which the son of 
Peleus uses to Lycaon trembling under his lance, to persuade 
him to take his destiny with a good grace. — ^ I too am mortal.' 
And it is to be believed that in both cases the rhetoric missed 
of its application, for want of a proper understanding with the 
faculties of the respective recipients. 

** * Quite an opera pit,' he said to me, as he was courteously 
conducting me over the benches of his Surrey theatre, the last 
retreat, and recess, of his every-day waning grandeur. 

^* Those who knew EUiston well know the manner in which 
he pronounced the latter sentence of the few words I am about 
attempting to record. One proud day to me he took his roast 
mutton with us in the Temple, to which I had superadded a 
preliminary haddock. Afier a rather plentifiil partaking of the 
meagre banquet, not unrefreshed with the humbler sort of 
liquors, I made a sort of apology for the humility of the fare, 
observing that, for my own part, I never ate but of one dish 
at dinner. ^' I, too, never eat but one thing at dinner," was his 
reply — then after a pause — "reckoning fish as nothing." 
The manner was all. It was as if by one peremptory sen- 



ROBERT WILLIAM ELLISTON, ESQ. 63 

tence he had decreed the annihilation of all the savoury escu- 
lents, which the pleasant and nutritious food-giving Ocean 
pours forth upon poor humans from her watery bosom. — 
This was greatness, tempered with considerate tenderness to 
the feelings of his scanty but welcoming entertainer. 

^^ Great wert thou in thy life, Robert William ISIiston ! 
and not lessened in thy death, if report speak truly, which says 
that thou didst direct, that thy mortal remains should repose 
under no inscription but one of pure Latinitt/. Classical was 
thy bringing up ; and beautiful was the feeling on thy last 
bed, which, connecting the man with the boy, took thee back, 
in thy latest exercise of imagination, to the days when, un- 
dreaming of theatres and managerships, thou wert a scholar, 
and an early ripe one, under the roofs builded by the munifi- 
cent and pious Colet. For thee the Pauline muses weep. In 
elegies, that shall silence this crude prose, they shall celebrate 
thy praise.** 

■r 

From the same pen, we believe, proceeded the following 
address. 



TO THE SHADE OF ELLISTON. 



" JoYOUSEST of once embodied spirits, whither at length 
hast thou flown ? to what genial region are we permitted to 
conjecture that thou hast flitted ? 

*^ Art thou sowing thy wild oats yet (the harvest time 
was still to come with thee) upon casual sands of Avernus ? 
or art thou enacting Rover (as we would gladlier think) by 
wandering Elysian streams ? 

*^ This mortal frame, while thou didst play thy brief antics 
amongst us, was in truth any thing but a prison to thee, as 
the vain Platonist dreams of this body to be no better than a 
county gaol, forsooth, or some house of durance vile, whereof 
the five senses are the fetters. Thou knewest better than to 
be in a huri*y to cast off those gyves ; and had notice to quit, 
I fear, before thou wert quite ready to abandon this fleshly 
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tenement It was thy pleasure house, thy palace of dainty 
devices ; thy Louvre, or thy Whitehall. 

<^ What new mysterious lodgings dost thou tenant now ? 
or when may we expect thy aerial housewarming ? 

*< Tartarus we know/ and we have read of the blessed 
Shades ; now cannot I intelligibly fancy thee in either. 

*^ Is it too much to hazard a conjecture, that (as the school- 
men admitted a receptacle apart for patriarchs and un-chrisom 
babes) there may exist-— not far perchance from that store- 
house of all vanities, which Milton saw in visions ^- a Limbo 
somewhere for Players ? and that 

< Up thither like aerial vapours fly 
Both all Stage things, and all that in Stage things 
Built their fond hopes of glory, or lasting fame? 
All the unaccomplish'd works of Authors' hands 
Abortive, monstrous, or unkindly mix*d, 
Damn*d upon earth, fleet thither — 
Play, Opera, Farce, with all their trumpery — * 

" There, by the neighbouring moon (by some not impro- 
perly supposed thy Regent Planet upon earth), may'st thou 
not still be acting thy managerial capriccios, great disembodied 
lessee ? but lessee still, and still a manager. 

*^ In green rooms, impervious to mortal eye, the muse be- 
holds thee wielding posthumous empire." 

** Magnificent w^re thy capriccios on this globe of earth, 
Robert William Elliston ! for-as yet we know not thy new 
name in heaven. 

^^ It irks me to think, that, stripped of thy realities, thou 
shouldst ferry over a poor forked shade^ in crazy Stygian 
wherry. Methuiks I hear the old boatmen, paddling by the 
weedy wharf, with rancid voice, bawling, " Sculls, ScuLLis:" 
to which, with waving hand, and majestic action, thou deign- 
est no reply, other than in two curt monosyllables, " No — 
Oars." 

<^ But the laws of Pluto's kingdom know small difference 
between king and cobbler, manager and call-boy ; and, if 
haply your dates of life, were conterminant, you are quietly 
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taking your passage, cheek by cheek (O ignoble levelling of 
Death!) with the shade oF some recently departed candle- 
snuffer. 

*^ But, mercy ! what strippings, what tearing off of histrionic 
robes, and private vanities ! what denudations to the bon^ 
before the surly ferryman will admit you to set a foot within 
his battered lighter ! 

^* Crowns, sceptres; shield, sword, and truncheon; thy own 
coronation robes (for thou hast brought the whole property-* 
man's wardrobe with thee, enough to sink a navy) ; the 
judge's ermine ; the coxcomb's wig ; the snuff-box a la Fop- 
pington — all must overboard, he positively swears— and that 
ancient mariner brooks no denial; for, since the tiresome 
monodrame of the old Thracian Harper, Charon, it is to be 
believed, hath shown small taste for theatricals. 

" Ay, now 'tis done. You are just boat weight ; pura et 
puta anima, 

*' But bless me, how little you look I 

^' So shall we all look — kings and keysars — stripped for 
the last voyage. 

*^ But the murky rogue pushes off. Adieu, pleasant, and 
thrice pleasant shade I with my parting thanks for many a 
heavy hour of life lightened by thy harmless extravaganzas, 
public or domestic. 

^^ Rhadamanthus, who tries the lighter causes below, leav- 
ing to his brethren two the heavy calendars, — honest Rhada- 
manth, always partial to players, weighing their parti*coloured 
existence here upon earth, — making account of the few foibles 
that may have shaded thy real life^ as we call it (though 
substantially, scarcely less a vapour than thy idlest vagaries 
upon the boards of Drury), as but of so many echoes, natural 
repercussions, and results to be expected from the assumed 
extravagancies of thy secondary or mock life^ nightly upon a 
stage, — after a lenient castigation, with rods lighter than 
of those Medusean ringlets, but just enough to ' whip the 
offending Adam out of thee' — shall courteously dismiss thee 
at the right-hand gate — the o. p. side of Hades — that con* 

VOL. XVI. t 
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ducts to masqoes^ and merry-makings, in Ihe Theatre Royal 
of Proserpine/' 

Mr. Elliston became a widower March SI. 1821. He 
has left several sons. His funeral took place on the 15th of 
July at St John's church, Waterloo Road. The procession 
was a walking one, and was attended by Messrs. H. T. Ellis- 
ton, Wilson, Harris, C. R. Elliston, Torre, Rundal, Winston, 
Dr. Hyde, Messrs. Beazley, Brown, Osbaldiston, Mi^r Wa- 
then, Messrs. Roper, Rogers, Durrant, and Fairbrother, 
The body was deposited in a vault under the church, near 
the coffin of the late comedian Bengough. 
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No. V. 
SIR WILLIAM JOHNSTONE HOPE, 

KNIGHT COMMANDER OF THE MOST HONOURABLE MILITARY 
ORDER OF THE BATH; KNIGHT OF THE ORDER OF MALTA, 
AND OF THE TURKISH ORDER OF THE CRESCENT; THE SENIOR 
VICE-ADMIRAL OF THE RED; A PRIVY COUNCILLOR; A COM- 
MISSIONER OF GREENWICH HOSPITAL; FELLOW OF THE ROYAL 
SOCIETY; A VICE-PRESIDENT OF THE PITT CLUB OF SCOT- 
LAND ; AND A MEMBER OF THE ROYAL CALEDONIAN HUNT. 

The surname of Hope is of great antiquity in Scotland. John 
de Hope^ the ancestor of tlie subject of this memoir, is said to 
have come from France, in the retinue of Magdalene, Queen 
to James V., anno 1537: settling in Scotland, he married 
Elizabeth Gumming, by whom he had a son, Edward, who 
was one of the most considerable inhabitants of Edinburgh in 
the reign of Queen Mary; and being a great promoter of the 
Reformation, was chosen one of the Commissioners for that 
pietropolis to the General Assembly in 1560. 

The said Edward was father of Henry Hope, a considerable 
merchant, who married Jaquelme de Tott, a French lady, and 
by her had two sons: 1. Henry, ancestor of the great and 
opulent branch of the Hapesy long settled at Amsterdam ; and, 
2. Thomas, aa emfnent lawyer*, great-grandfather of Charles, 
first Earl of Hopetown ; whose grandson, John, a merchant in 
London, married Mary, only daughter of Eliab Breton, of 
Forty hill, Enfield, in the county of Middlesex, Esq. by Mary, 
daughter and co-heiress of Sir William Wolstenholme, Bart. 



*' air ^JElmmMM Mmp^inMBi advkftW -^t Cfaarito I* Thwe of fai9> sens being a| 
the same time Lords of Session, it was thought indecent that he should plead 
uncQMMdltbsfoiftftbeiD^ WhtflfeMiM^th^^ 
ha?e erer since enjoyed. 
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William Johnstone Hope, the third and youngest son by 
the above marriage, was born at Fiuchley, in the county of 
Middlesex, August 16» 1766; and entered the nayal service in 
the year 1776, under the patronage of his half*uncle, the late 
Commissioner Hope.* The vessel in which he commenced 
his professional career was the Weazle, of 14 guns; and he 
afterwards accompanied his uncle into the Hind, Crescent^ 
Iphigenia, and Leocadia; serving in the West Indies, on the 
coast of Guinea, in the North Sea, and at Newfoundland. 

From the Leocadia, Mr. Hope was removed into the Port>» 
land 0('5O guns, bearing the filf^ of Vice*Admiral CampbeU^ 
on die Newfoundland station; and in October, 1782, he ob« 
tained the rank of Lieutenant in the Dsedalus firigat^ to whiob 
bewas re*commissi6iied after the peace of 1783. 

The Dsedtihis was employed on the coast of Scotland antil 
1784, when she was paid off at Chatham* We next find bur 
officer serving as flag- Lieutenant to the late Admiral Mil'' 
banker Cknmnander4n«€bief at Plymouth, with whom he 
continued till the spring of 1786^ when he joined the Pegasus 
fi*igate, at the particular request of her commander, H. R. H« 
Prince William Henry, his present Most Grracious Majes^i 
whom he accompanied to Newfoundland, Halifiix, and the 
West Indies. On the latter station Lieutenant Hope exn 
changed into the Boreas, of 28 guns, at that time commanded 
by the heroic Nelson ; and he remained in that ship imtil 
November SO. 1787} on which day she was put out of com- 
mission at Sheemess. 

Our officer was subsequently nominated one of the Lieu- 
tenants of the Victory, a first rate, fitting for the flag of Earl 
Howe; but as the disturbances in the United Provinces of 
Holland were speedily suppressed, by the vigorous measures 
of Great Britain and of Prussia, he was soon afterwards paid 
off, and for a short time remained on half-pay. His next 
appointment was to the Adamant, of 50 guns, in which ship 
the late Sir Richard Hughes hoisted his flag as Commatider- 

* CaMurkf Hope, Esq., Comraissioner of Cbathim Dock-yard, died Sept 10. 
1808. 
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in-»chief on the North American station, and sailed for Halifax 
about the month of June, 1789. 

fkirly in 1790, Lieutenant Hope obtained the command of 
the Rattle sloop ; and in the month of June following, (Cap- 
tain Knox, of the Adamant, being under the necessity of 
retiring from active service, through ill health,) he was chosen 
to act as Captain of that ship, which still bore Sir Richard 
Hughes's flag. From a circumstance nearly similar, our 
officer shortly afterwards received another appointment Tor 
wards the latter end of the same year. Captain Lindsay, of 
the Penelope frigate, resigned his commission, and Captain 
Hope was nominated to succeed him. He accordingly took 
the command of the Penelope, pro JbrmS^ and then returned 
to the Adamant The Board of Admiralty, however, did not 
think proper to confirm his commission for the former ship ; 
and the latter having been ordered home, he paid her off at 
Plymouth, in the summer of 1792. 

From this period we find no mention of Captain Hope till 
January, 1793. He then commanded the Incendiary fire-* 
ship; and continued in that vessel until January 9. 1794, on 
which day he was advanced to the rank of Post- Captain in 
the Bellerophon, of 74 guns, at that time bearing the broad 
pendant, and subsequently the flag of the late Sir Thomas 
Pasley, who commanded a division of Earl Howe's fleet in the 
actions of May 28. and 29., and the ever memorable battle of 
June 1. in the same year. 

On the 28th May, the republican fleet being discovered to 
windward. Rear* Admiral Pasley led on his own division with 
firmness and intrepidity to the attack. Towards, the evening 
the Bellerophon brought the Revolutionnaire, of i 10 guns, to 
action, and. maintained the unequal contest for upwards of an 
hour, before any other of the British ships could arrive to 
support her. Being then disabled, she bore down to the main 
body of the fleet; and the darkness of the night soon aft^r 
put an end to the partial action that had taken place between 
the advanced division and the rear of the enemy's line. At 
the dawn of the ensuing day, both fleets appeared drawn up 
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IB order of battle ; snd on Lord Howe making the signal to 
break through the French line, the Bellerophon immediately 
obeyed^ and passed between the fifth and sixth ships in the 
enemy's xear, accompanied by the Queen Charlotte and Le-* 
viathan. The rest of the British being at this time in the act 
of passing to leeward, and without the stemmost alups of the 
French line, the enemy wore^ for the purpose of suooooring 
their disabled vessds ; which intention, by reason of the dis- 
united state of his fleet, and having no more than the two 
crippled ships, the Bellerophon asd Leviadian, at that time- 
near him, Earl Howe was unable to frustrate. During the 
two succeeding days, — the long and tedious interval between 
the skirmidhi last m^itioned, and the final, the glorioas ter- 
mination of this so long pending contest, — a thick bg pre- 
vented a renewal of the action; but the hostile fleets, in the 
^lort spaces of time when the atmosphere became less ob- 
scure, were constantly visible to each other. 

Early in the morning of the 1st of June, the British fleet, 
having previously had the good fortune to obtain the weather- 
gage, bore up for the purpose of bringing the enemy to a 
general and decisive action. Needless is it to say, that, after 
a long and bloody battle, a total defeat of the French arma- 
ment was dfliscted. The loss sustained by the Bellerophon 
was trivial, considering how much she had been exposed ; it 
amounted to no more than four men killed, and twenty-seven, 
wounded. Bear- Admiral Pasley lost a 1^ on the joccasicMi i 
and was soon afterwlanlis rewarded for his gallant eondnct 
with the dignity of a baronet of Great Britain, and a pension 
of 1000/. per annum.* 

For his share in this brilliant affidr. Captain Hope was pre- 
sented with the gold medal, then first instituted by his Majesty 
George III., as a mark of honourable distinction for naval ser^- 
vioes ; and, in common with the other o£Soers of the fleet, re* 
oeived the thanks of both Houses of Parliament. He oontinued' 

* Sir Thomas Pasley died at Chilland Cottage, near Winchester, Nov. 29. 
1808, aged 75 years. 



^IR WILLIAM JOHNtrrONE HOPE. 71 

to commaild the Bellen^hon till January, 1 795 ; and in the 
month of March following was appointed to the Tremendooa, 
another 74, attached to the Channel fleet, in which ship he 
remained till the ensuing May : when, at the request of Ad<^ 
miral Duncan, he joined the Venerable, of the same force^ 
bearing the flag of that ofiioer, under whom he served ht 
some time, in the North Sea, Unfortunately, however, he re* 
ceived a violent contusion on the head, on board one of the 
Snssian men of war, at that period acting in conjunction with 
the British squadron, and was, in consequence, obliged to ,re^ 
sign his command. This accident, which happened about thft 
mondi of October, 1796, was no doubt a source of much 
chagrin to Captain Hope, as it deprived him of the honour of 
participating in the victory obtained over the Dutch fleet, off 
Camperdown, on th^ 11th of October, 1797- In the coui'se 
of the same year, he was employed to equip ten sail of gun^^ 
brigs at Leith, by the particular desire of the Dord Lieutenant 
of Edinburgh, the Qpuntry at that period expecting, to be 
invaded by France. 

Captain Hope's next appointment was in February, 1796^ 
to the Kent, a third rate of the latest dass, then recently 
launched, and fitting for the flag of Lord Duncan ; whO| 
as soon as the ships destined to remain under hb orders 
had repaired the d^mag^s sustained in the latd actiol^, re* 
turned to his station, and by his continued vigilance almost 
annihilated the Dutch trade. In this ship Captain Hope 
assisted in the expedition against Holland, by the combined 
forces of Great Britain and Russia, in the autumn of 1799 ; 
and on that occasion was present at the capture of the Helderi 
and the surrender of a Dutch squadron, commanded by Hear* 
Admiral Storey ; and was afterwards charged with the c^cial 
despatches to the Admiralty, announcing the important event. 
On his arrival in London, he had the gratification of receiving 
his Sovereign's personal thanks for his services, together with 
the usual gratuity of 500/., for the purpose of purchasing a 
Sword. At a shortly subsequent period, the Emperor 6f 
• . ' . " F 4 ■■ 
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•Russia was also pleased to send him the riband and cross of 9 
jK:night of Malta.* 

At the coEhmenceinent of I8OO9 Lord Duncan resigned the 
cbtifimand Jn the North Sea ; and, in the month of June, the 
Kent ^as sent to reinforce the fleet under the orders of Lord 
Keith, on the Mediterranean station. In the course of* tlie 
same year an attack was meditated upon the city of Cadie» 
aiid Captain Hope was nominated to the command of a.bal>> 
talion of seamen, to be landed with the army; iMit iai coo^ 
sequence of the representations which were made by the 
Spanish Governor of the miserable situation of the inhabitant!, 
who were then suffering beneath a violent epidemic disease, 
the enterprise was abandcmed, and the fleet returned io 
Gibraltar. • , 

In the month of December, CJaptain Hope rec^ved Lieu^ 
tenant-Gaieral Sir Ralph Abercromby, with his staSf on board 
the Kent, at Gibraltar, and conveyed him from theooe to 
Egypt. He yras subsequently employed in the blockade of 
Alexandria ; and remained upon that station till Cairo sur* 
rendered to the British arms. As the service then required 
the Kent to be appropriated to the flag of Sir Richard l^k- 
erton, and as Captain Hope was not disposed to serve under 
a flag-ofScer, he was allowed to return to Europe ; but pre* 
viously to his departure he received, by order of the Sultan, 
the Turkish order of the Crescent. The Commander-in» 
chief was also pleased, in compliment to his professional merit, 
to offer him the situation of First Captain of the Fleet. Par^ 
ticular circumstances, however, with which we are imac- 
quainted, induced him to decline the proposal. 

A general peace soon afterwards took place ; in cohse-* 
quence of which Captain Hope remained on half-pay until 
the renewal of hostilities, in the spring of 1804 ; when he was 
lippointed to the Atlas, of 74 guns, originally •a three-decker, 

* His imperial majesty the Emperor of all the Russias is the Grand Patron of 
the Order, which has never, we believe, been conferred on more than two British 
pacers; viz. Sir >V. Johnstone Hope, and the late Sir Home Riggs Pophaois a 
memoir of whom will b« found in the ** Annual Biography and Obituary tor 

1822.** 
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fitting at Ghathani) and afterwards employed off the TexeL 
This command he held for about three months* at the ex« 
piration of which time he was obliged, from ill health, to come 
on shore : and we find no farther mention of him till early 
in 18079 when he was called on, during the presidency oi 
Lord. Midgrave, to take a seat at the Board of Admiralty ; 
which seat he vacated in the year; 1809. He was nominated 
&.dCol(Miel of Royal Marines, August 1. 1811; advanced 
tao.< the .rank of Rear- Adbiirai, August 12. 181^;. appointed 
:CloniinanNier«>in*9chief at Leith^ in. November, J818<; 4:matsd>a 
JL C. fi«, January 2. 1815 ; and re-appointed^ in the^9|f»'ing of 
I8i6, to the chief command on the coast of Seotlaad^ iwditre 
be continued until September, 1818. i ^ i i' 

On the 12th of August, 1819, he was promoted taJtbevank 
of Vice-AdmiraL In January, 1820, he again became a liord 
vf the Admiralty ; and when the Duke of Clareoee Was ttp* 
poiated Lord High Admiral, he retained his se«fc>fltt the 
board as one of his Royal Higbness'a ColIllciL^ He yrm 
created a Grand Cross of the Bath, Octdber 4. 1825. 

In March, 1828, Sir William Hope wa^api^oinftedby^ the 
Lord High Admiral, Treasurer of the Royal Hospital at 
Greenwich, and thereupon resigned his seat at the Admiral^. 
On the passing of the Act for the better regulation of that 
noble establishment, by which the ofiice of Treasurer was 
abolished, he was appointed one of the five Commissioners 
for managing the affairs of the institution. At the formation 
of Lord Grey's ministry, on the 23d of November, 1830, he 
received his last honorary preferment, a seat at the Privy 
Council. 

Sir W. J. Hope was for thirty years a member of the 
House of Commons. He was first elected in 1800, for the 
Dumfries district of Burghs; and in 1804, on the death of 
General Sir Robert Laurie, was chosen for the county of 
Dumfries, which he continued to represent during six Parlia- 
ments, until the general election of 1830, when he was suc- 
ceeded by his son. 

Sir William Hope was twice married : first, July 8. 1792, 
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to Lady Anne Johnstone Hc^e, eldest daughter of Jatnes 
third Earl of Hopetoun, Maid of Honour to her Majesty, by 
whom he had two daughters and four sons : 1 . Elizabeth, 
2. Mary, 3. John James Hope Johnstone, Esq., who has 
assumed the name of Johnstone after his own, and is a claim- 
ant (through his mother) for the disputed title of Marquis of 
Annandale ; he married in 1816, Alicia Anne, eldest daughter 
of George Gordon, of Halhead, Esq. ; 4. Captain William 
Hope Johnstone, now Captain of the Britannia, the flag-ship 
of Sir Pulteney Malcolm, in the Mediterranean ; he married 
in 1826, Mien, eldest daughter of Sir Thomas Kirkpatriok^ 
Bart. ; Charles James, Captain R. N., who married, in 1827, 
Eliza, third daughter of Joseph Wood, Esq. ; and 6. George 
James, also Captain R. N., who married, in 1826, Maria, 
daughter of Joseph Ranking, Esq; Lady Anne Hope having 
died August 28. 1818, Sir William was re-married October 
SO. 1821, to the Right Hon. Maria Countess Dowi^er of 
Athlone, widow of Frederick William sixth Earl of Athlone, 
daughter of Sir John fklen, Bart, and cousin to Lord Auck^ 
land and Lord Henley. Her Ladyship survives. 

Sir William died at Ba^, on the 2d of May, 1831 ; aged 
64. His remains were Interred on the 21st May, in John- 
stone church, in the county of Dumfries. A portrait of him, 
when a Post-Captain, was published in the Naval Chronicle 
in 1807. 



" Marshall's Royal Naval Biography," and « The Gentle- 
man'^s Magazine," have furnished the materials for the fore- 
going Memoir. 
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No, VI. 

THE VENERABLE 

THOMAS PARKINSON, D.D., F.R.S.; 

ARCHDEACON OF LEICESTER; CHilNCELLOR OF THE 0IOCESS 
OF CHESTER ; A PREBENDARY OF ST. FAUL's ; AND RECTOR 
OF KEGWORTTI, IN LEICESTERSHIRE. 

Dr. Parkinson was born at Kirkham in the Fylde, in Lan-* 
oashire, on the 14th June, 1745. His father being engaged 
in pursuits which called him much from home, Dr. Parkinson 
was brought up chiefly under the guidance of his mother, who 
was a most affectionate parent, zealously solicitous for the best 
interests of her family, continually watching over them, and 
who ensured and enjoyed, as the reward of her amiable exer- 
tions, the gratitude and love of her cRildren. 

Dr. Parkinson was sent at an early age to the Free Gram- 
mar School in Kirkham, where he received the rudiments of a 
classical education. When there he was always considered a 
youth of promising talent and great application. Contrary to 
the wishes of his father, he formed an early desire to obtain an 
university education, and the opposition which he experienced 
no doubt delayed his removal to college beyond the usual 
period at which young men were then accustomed to enter the 
university. The difficulties, however, which he had to^ en- 
counter in the above respect were at last obviated, and at the 
age of 19 years he was entered as a pensioner at Christ's 
College, Cambridge. 

Mr, Parkinson had trials of no ordinary nature to undergo 
when at college ; the same spirit which opposed his entrance 
9t die university in the first .instance, induced his father to 
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refuse him all pecuniary assistance when there. An octo- 
genarian iriend of the subject of our memoir has recently 
expressed his belief, that, beyond common necessaries, Mr. 
Parkinson never occasioned his father to expend more than 
20/. in the whole course of his life. He left the school at 
Kirkbam for college with an exhibition of S4fL per annum. 

It was the denial of all pecuniary assistance on the part of 
his father which probably compelled Mr. Parkinson, after en- 
gaging closely in the routine of college studies, to spend much 
time in abstruse calculations^ and seldom allow himself more 
than five or six hours for repose. On the recommendation of 
a college friend, Mr. Parkinson was employed by the Board 
of Longitude in the calculation of tables of the series of pa- 
rallax and refraction. He was assisted in this labour by Mr. 
Lyons, the author of a Treatise on Fluxions. By their united 
efforts (the greater portion of the fatigue, however, devolving 
upon young Parkinson,) the volume, a tolerably thick quarto, 
closely printed, was completed in two years. At this period 
it was highly creditable to the subject of our memoir, that, 
although suffering under grievous disadvantages, he annually 
remitted a sum for distribution amongst the poor of his native 
town, and educated his brother Robert at Emanuel College. 
In the outset of life Mr. Parkinson's worldly disappointments 
were great, and his prospects gloomy. Independently of re* 
ceiving no aid from his father in his college pursuits, he had 
the mortification of seeing a property which he had been always 
taught to expect would have been his own, bestowed elsewhere. 
What would have operated as a severe affliction upon some, 
had not that effect upon him; he regarded the privation as a 
mercy, and has been frequently heard to remark, that, had 
affluence smiled upon his early career, indolence would pro- 
bably have claimed him for her own. 

The time spent in the calculations above referred to must 
have materially impeded his private studies, preparatory to 
taking his Bachelor's degree: he, however, gained the first 
mathematical honour of his year, and that against a compel 
titor of great reputation in his day as n mathematician. Mr« 
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Parkinson took his degree of B. A. in January^ 1769, having 
commenced his residence at college in October, 1765. 

On the 25th May, 1769, he was ordained Deacon by Dr. 
Terrick, then Bishop of London, at Fulham ; and on the 4th 
February, 1771, Priest, by Dr. Law, then Bishop of Carlisle, 
at Cambridge. He ofiiciated as Moderator in the examination 
of the yoang men for their degrees in the year 1774, when 
the late Dr. Miltier (Dean of Carlisle and Master of Queen's) 
was Senior Wrangler. The other Moderator of the year was 
Mr. 'Kipling, afterwards D.D. and Dean of Peterborough. 
Qntfae SOdii June, 1775^ he was presented by the Dean and 
ClHqiier'of £ly to die vicKri^ of Meldreth, in the county of 
GavnAM'fdge. He served the office of Proctor of the Univer- 
sity ipl 786^7* He succeeded Dr. Law (late Bishop of EU 
^ioyand tHrother of the late Lord Chi^f Justice EUenborough) 
airioneof the Tutors of Christfs College; and became Senior 
Tutor of>Uiate8tabl£EJbment' on the retirement of Dr. Shepherd. 
IiP'176^, he^ubUihed a'large quartxyrolume on Mechanics 
and Hydrostatics, & branch of 'practical maidientatics upon 
which he ^aad diottght deeply. This volume has been fre- 
qotntly^flnd most ^extensively used as a work of reference. 

When he resigned the vicarage of Meldreth we «re not 
«W8re^ imt in the year 1790 he was instituted by Bishop 
Pret!fmBli'to-'the rectory of Kegworth, Leicestershire, upon 
the presentation of the Master, Fellows, and Scholars of 
Christ^ €dl^. 

Oik the 16th April, 1794, he was collated by his contem* 
pomy M college. Bishop Pretjrman, to the Archdeaconry of 
HuDtiiq;don. In 1795 he took his Doctor's degree. For 
die prebend of Chiswick, in St. Paul's Cathedral, he was 
indebted, in 1798, to the late learned and respected Bishop 
Porteus; and on the 12th October, 1804, Bishop Majendie 
conferred Upon him the Chancellorship of the diocese of Ches* 
ter. The selection of Dr. Parkinson for these varied prefer- 
ments, by three contemporary prelates of the established 
churchy was no small tribute to the excellence of his character 
and the extettt of his acquirementsi. 
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In 181^, Dr. Parkinson resigned the Archdeaconry of 
Huntingdon, and vrus collated to tl^at of Leicester by BidEiop 
Tomline (formerly Pretynmn). Dr. Middleton (afterfiurds 
the memorable Bidiop of Calcutta) succeeded Dr. Parkinson 
as Archdeacon of Huntingdon. 

On Dr. Parkinson's assumption of office as Arcfadeaeon of 
Leicester, he, at the desire of the diocesan^ convened a pnblio 
meeting to take into consideration the best means of educating 
the children of the poor, according to the plan of national 
education adopted in the metropolis. A meeting of the gentry 
and clergy was accordingly held in the castle of Leicester, on 
Thursday the 4th Jnn^ 1812^ when- the subject wa& intro» 
duced by the Archdeacon in a very elegant and animated 
address. The result was the establishment of an extensive 
school in Leicester upon the Madras system^ and which, ac* 
c<»rding to the last printed report of the secretary and cojbo^ 
mittee under whose direction it is managed, cootained 2S4f 
boys and 102 girls, and had educated, from its commence^- 
ment in 1818, no less than 3480 children. 

In November, 1812, a requisition most respectably sigond 
was sei^ to. the Archdeacon^ soliciting him to convene a 
meetii^ of tiie clergy of liis archdeaconry, to. take into- con- 
sideration and to form a petition to Parliament against the 
Roman Catholic claims.. The Archdeacon complied with due 
requisition^ and a meeting was hekl, at which, after consider* 
able discussion, a petition drawn up by Dr. Parkinson. waiB 
adopted, and afterwards presented* to^ both Houses of Parlia- 
ment*. The RamaB} Catholic question was one upon which 
the Ardufeacon had- thcnoglzt much, andl as to whicdi he fek 
deeply interested^ Firmly believing that no. change had taken 
plaoe^ in the pdincipleS' of the Roman CadioGc Church, and 
tUafethesameaverskm to. Protestantism, the same arrogation 
of eiscciusivefisuth and salvatiois, and the same desolating system 
o£ intolm»noe weve still upheld at her altaus, whiehthadin 
fibnaer times^ exdted the just dfead^. and* produced the proih 
teetinglawe^ of our* Protestant forefadtepsv.he scrupledtneAito 
stand forward in opposition to any >Feped[ ofi statntes^thfrin&im 
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tenanee of which he c(»soieiitioiisl]f believed to be essentiel to 
the very existence of the country as a Protestant state. The 
idea of conciliating the great body of the Roman Catholics by 
concessions he treated as utterly chimerical ; he had narrowly 
watched the eflects produced by former concessions^ and had 
found that, instead of giving satis&ction, and leading to ultH 
mate peace, they had only produced fresh demands, to be 
repeated till nothing was left to be conceded. The chief 
ground, however, of Dr. Parkinson's oppositicHi to the grant 
of the Roman Catholic claims, was a dread of exciting the 
anger of the Deity, and the consequent outpourings of wraths 
fhl judgments upon the country for relinquishing what he con- 
ceived had been, under Divine Providence^ the only means of 
enabling Britain so long to protect and cherish the Protestant 
fiiith* With respect to the Roman CathoUcs. as feUow*men 
and fellowi-subjects, the right hand of friendship was never 
withholden by Dr. Parkinson* It was not against tbeOH but 
against their principlesi and their priesthood, that he wariedk 
In August, 1813, Archdeacon Parkinson presided at a 
meeting held at Leicester, wh^i a society was formed for the 
county of Leicester^ in aid of the London Society for promoting 
Christian Knowledge. He also took an active, part in the 
establishment of Savings' Banks, within his jurisdictbn« He 
interested himself very wannly in the erection of an episcopid 
chapel on the newly enclosed forest of Chamwood ; and on 
Sunday the 18th June, 1815, (the very day,, and at the; very 
hour, the battle of Waterloo, was. raging in foil fory^) a very 
commodious chapel was consecrated by Bishop Toosdine^ foff 
the use of the inhabitants, of .the immediate districti A secmon 
was preached on the oc4^au0d by Mr« (now Dr.) Barley,, tbea 
Sub-dean of Liacohi,. now Arcbdfeacoa of Stow and> Pcebesdp 
ary of Westminster. In 1818^ aidisteiot boacdiwas>fo«ioed 
for the Archdeaconry of Leioester^ al the requesfci of his Msi^ 
jesty's Commissioners for building New Cbutnches» The^Ar^ibt 
deacon was appointed chairman (A the boards* ami tkroiiglifils 
agency aa €|legant Gothic ehureh^ capable of containii^ 99M 
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persons, was erected in the parish of St. Margaret, Leicester. 
Dr. Parkinson never omitted attendance at the board when 
his health permitted ; was a liberal subscriber to the fund for 
purchasing and fencing the site of the church ; and, during the 
entire progress of the undertaking, evinced the liveliest ani(iety 
for the completion of the object in view. 

Daring Dr. Parkinson's incumbency of the archdeaconry 
of Leicester, several other petitions were presented to parlia^ 
ment from the clergy of Leicestershire, agai^8t the concession 
of the Roman Catholic claims. Some of these were warmly 
attacked in the House of Commons by Sir J. Macldntosb, 
Mr. Barham, and others. On one occasion, Mr. Legh Keck, 
M. P. for Leicestershire, spoke at considerable length, and 
with great spirit, in defence of the course pursued by his 
clerical constituents. It was in 1825 that the Archdeacon 
once more furnished a petition, which, with some alterations, 
was adopted and presented. This petition was rather singular 
in point of form. One of the reasons it assigned why the 
claims should not be granted, had reference to the Arch- 
deacon's dread of the dispensations of Divine Providence. 
This part of the petition was commented upon with great 
severity by Lord King in the House of Peers; The Arch* 
deacon was gratified at the notice bestowed on the passage^ 
and frequently declared that, unless a similar view of the 
subject was introduced into a petition having reference to 
the Roman Catholic question, and emanating from a body 
of Protestant clergy, he should feel no pleasure in affixing 
his signature. 

Subsequently to 1825, the infirmities of age pressed so 
heavily upon Dr. Parkinson, that his journeys never exceeded 
a few miles fi-om home. His intellects were, however, un- 
impaired; and he was remarkably punctual in replying to 
any communications which were addressed to him. The 
loss of some early associates deeply afiected him; and he 
was not an inattentive observer of what was passing in the 
world around him. Occurrences which took place there 
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seriously agitated him*; and while, as a loyal subject, he bowed 
with the utmost submission to the decisions arrived at by the 
l^islatnre on some vitally important questions, he deeply 
lamented the fatal errors into which he conceived that legis- 
lature had fallen, and trembled for the consequences. He 
had been visibly declining for about a year previously to his 
death. The natural vigour t)f his constitution, however, 
enabled him sometimes to rally in such a manner, as to 
excite hopes in the breasts of his friends that he might be 
spared to them for some time longer. These hopes were com- 
pletely dissipated for a month or six weeks previously to his 
death ; his appetite had failed him, his rest had become dis- 
tnrbed, and tt was dear that, without some material change 
for the better, he could not 4ong sustain the unequal combat. 
The trying scene was now rapidly approaching ; and for the 
last week or ten days of his life he scarcely took any nourish- 
ment. He waited in patience the close of his mortal career; 
and his " end," like his " life," was marked by " peace.** 
He merely ceased to breathe when the body and spirit 
parted — not even a sigh escaped him at the awful moment! 
His death took place at the Rectory, Kegworth, on the 1 3th 
of November, 1830, in the 86th year of his age. 

He was interred in the chancel of Kegworth Church, on 
Saturday the 20th November, apidst the deep regrets of a 
numerous circle of friends, and the heartfelt sympathies of 
the village poor, who attended in great numbers on the 
melancholy occasion. 

The character of Dr. Parkinson may be comprised in a few 
words. His disposition was mild, obliging, patient, humble, 
and serious ; his habits were temperate ; benevolence was a 
leading feature in his composition, and had manifested itself 
in beautiful operation through every stage of his life. His 
perception of what was agreeable and what painful to others 
was remarkably acute, and (when duty did not interfere) he 
was extremely cautious of wounding the feelings of those with 
whom he had to hold intercourse. Truly might it be said, 
that he participated in the joys and Altered into the griefs of 

VOJ,. XVI. G 
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all around him. The attachment of his pupils to him was 
strong and permanent, and evmced itself in various instances. 
Indeed it was impossible to know him thoroughly and not 
feel the liveliest regard for him. The honours which he had 
gained at college, and the rewards which resulted from his 
literary career, enabled and induced him to extend his sphere 
of usefulness to his relations, and to redouble his exertions on 
behalf of the friends above whom success had far placed him : 
he had not so *^ drunk of the world" as to be intoxicated with 
the alluring potion. The contributions of the Archdeacon to 
charitable institutions were very large and numerous; and 
i^lendid were his acts of private beneficence. Although in 
the receipt of a large income, and living at a moderate ex* 
pense in comparison with it, the small property he has left 
behind him speaks volumes as to the extent of his liberality. 
There was, undoubtedly, a great want of discrimination with 
respect to the objects on which his bounty wfis bestowed. 
Distress, in whatever shape it presented itself, was almost 
certain of being relieved by him. The conviction that a 
fellow-creature was undone, or in want, was a sufficient pass- 
port to his heart. — 

« Here did soft charity repair. 
To break the bonds of grief. 
To smooth the flinty couch of care. 
And bring to helpless man relief! *' 

To his servants he was a considerate and indulgent master, 
an adviser and benefactor in seasons of difficulty, and a pro- 
tector when any attempts at either imppsition or oppression 
were made upon them. 

Dr. Parkinson was about t\ke middle stature ; his counte- 
nance bland and ingenuous ; his eye keen and piercing, and 
strongly demonstrative of the active and fertile mind which 
reigned within. On a first interview, something bordering on 
austerity might have occurred to a party as existing in the 
Doctor's composition ; but this almost instantly disappeared, 
and bi$ patural suavity of demeanour evinced itself. His 
disposition to think well of others sometimes produced a 
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want of firmness when decision was desirable, and punish- 
ment highly necessary. This failing, however, principally 
betrayed itself in cases attended with either palliative or 
highly afflictive circumstances, which called into exercise the 
amiable qualities we have been feebly attempting to delineate* 
The publications of the Archdeacon were not numerous. 
In addition to those we have mentioned, he printed '< The 
Duties and Qualifications of the Christian Minister," a 
sermon preached in Chester Cathedral on the 20th Sep- 
tember, 1801 ; " What is truth ?" a sermon preached in the 
same cathedral, on occasion of a general Ordination, ^9th 
September, 1816 ; ^' A Charge delivered to the Clergy of the 
Archdeaconry of Leicester, A. D. 1322." We believe there 
were several other occasional Charges and Sermons published 
by Dr. Parkinson; but we have neither the titles of them, nor 
any means of ascertaining their dates. 



From " Tlie Gentleman's Magazine/' 
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No. VII. 
THE RIGHT HONOURABLE GEORGE BYNG, 

SIXTH VISCOUNT TORRINGTON, IN DEVONSHIRE, AND BARON 
BYNG, OF SOUTHILL IN BEDFORDSHIRE (17^1); A BARONET 
(1715); VICE-ADMIRAL OF THE WHITE; DOCTOR OF THE 
CIVIL law; fellow of the ROYAL SOCIETY ; PATRON OF THE 
MAIDSTONE MASONRY SOCIETY; A VICE-PRESIDENT OF 'niE 
LITERARY AND COVENT GARDEN THEATRICAL FUNDS, AN0 
OF THE MERCHANT SEAMEN'S AUXILIARY BIBLE SOCIETY, 
THE seamen's and LONDON HOSPITALS, THE MILE END 
PHILANTHROPIC SOCIETY, THE EASTERN DISPENSARY, AND 
THE BRITISH AND FOREIGN PHILANTHROPIC SOCIETY. 

This nobleman was descended from the Byngs of Wrothani, 
in the county of Kent, who flourished in the reign of Henry 
VII. In that of Elizabeth, Thomas Byng was Master of 
Clare Hall, Regius Professor of Civil Law, and Vice*-Chan- 
cellor of the University of Cambridge. Robert, his elder 
brother, and ancestor of the subject of this memoir, served for 
the borough of Abingdon in the first parliament of that Queen, 
and also in the S4th year of her reign. His eldest son, George, 
received the honour of knighthood from Queen Anne, for his 
gallant behaviour in the battle of Malaga ; and, afler perform- 
ing many other signal services, he was raised to the dignity 
of the peerage by the title of Baron Byng, of Southill in the 
county of Bedford, and Viscount Torrington, of Torrington, 
in Devonshire, He died First Lord Commissioner of the 
Admiralty, January 17. 1733, in the 80th year of his age. 
The unfortunate Admiral John Byng, who, after giving many 
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proofs of courage, was at length shot upon a dubious sentence 
for neglect of duty, March 14. 1757, was his fourth son. 

The gallant officer of whom we are about to speak was the 
eldest son of John, fifth Viscount (greftt grandson of the first 
peer), formerly a Colonel in the 3d regiment of Guards, and 
afterwards a Commissioner of the Stamp Office, by Bridget, 
daughter of Commodore Arthur Forrest, who died Com- 
maiider-in-chief at Jamaica, and was buried at Kingston in that 
island, and sister to the wife of the Right Honourable William 
Windham. Lord Torrington's maternal grandmother was 
also connected with the navy from her birth, having been 
born on board his Majesty's ship the Prince Frederick, oii 
the passage to Jamaica, on St. Cecilia's Day; whence she was 
christened Cecilia Frederica Marina. The noble subject of 
this memoir was born in London, January 5. 1768, and re- 
ceived the rudiments of his education under the late Dr. James, 
at Greenwich; whence he was removed to a respectable 
semipary at Paddington, conducted by a Mr. Boucher. Being 
destined for the naval profession, he embarked February 23. 
1778, as a Midshipman on board the Thunderer, of 74 guns^ 
commanded by the Honourable Boyle Walsingham, which 
ship formed part of the fleet under Admiral Keppel, in the 
action with the Count d'Orvilliers, on the 27th July, in the 
same year. Some time after that event Mr. Byng joined the 
Alarmirigate, Captain Sir Richard Pearson; and subsequently 
die Active, of 32 guns. Captain Thomas Mackenzie. In the 
latter vessel he was engaged in the affair at Porto Praya, 
between Commodore Johnstone and M: de Suffrein. 

The Active was afterwards detached by the Commodore to. 
escort a fleet of transports and merchant ships to the East 
Indies ; and, on her arrival there, Mr. Byng was received on 
board the Superb, of 74 guns, bearing the flag of Sir Edward 
Hughes^ the gallant protector of India ;> under whom he 
served in two severe actions with M. de Suffrein, one of the 
ablest officers that the French marine has ever produced. In 
the last of these conflicts Mr. Byng had a very narrow escape, 
all the men at the gun at which he was stationed being either 
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killed or badly wounded by the destructive effects of a single 
shot, whilst he himself received no material injury, although 
struck by a splinter. 

Some time previously to this event, the Superb having been 
dismasted, and otherwise greatly damaged in a heavy gale of 
wind. Sir Edward Hughes was obliged to shift his flag, jpfio 
tempore^ into the Sultan, of the same force. On the 5th of 
November, 1783, the former was driven from her anchors in 
Tellicherry Road, and drifting towards the shore, she struck 
upon a rock and sunk ; but fortunately her crew were saved* 

Hostilities having ceased soon after the last battle, the 
Commander-in-chief sailed for Europe ,* and Mr. Byng was 
removed into the Defence, 74, bearing the broad pendant of 
Commodore, afterwards Sir Andrew Mitchell, with whom he 
returned to England in the month of December, 1 785. On 
his arrival, he passed the usual examination for a Lieutenant; 
soon after which he joined the Jupiter, of 50 guns, the flag- 
ship of the late Sir William Parker, on the Leeward Island 
station, and served under that officer during a period of three 
years. 

Commodore Parker was succeeded by the late Sir John 
Laforey ; and Mr. Byng was received by the latter on board 
the Trusty, 50. At length, in the month of September, 1790, 
after more than twelve years' active service, in the course of 
which he had participated in no less than four general actions, 
Mr. Byng received a commission from England, promoting 
him to the rank of Lieutenant, in which capacity he returned 
home in the Shark sloop of war. 

Early in the ensuing year Mr. Byng was appointed to the 
Illustrious, of 74 guns. Captain C. M. Pole ; from that ship 
he removed into the Druid frigate as First Lieutenant^ and in 
her assisted at the capture of several privateers, merchantmen, 
and smugglers. His next appointment appears to have been 
to the Impregnable, a second rate, bearing the flag of Rear* 
Admiral Caldwell; but ill health compelling him to go to 
jBick quarters, he was thereby unfortunately prevented from 
sharing in the glories of the memorable 1st of June, 1794. 
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He however rejoined his ship on her retam to port*, and in 
the month of October, following was advanced to the rank of 
Commander, in the Ferret sloop, employed in the North Sea. 
We subsequently find him acting as Captain of the Artois 
frigate during the teiiiporaiy absence of Sir Edmund Nagle. 

On the 18th June, 1795, Captain Byng was made post, 
into the Redoubt, of 20 guns, stationed as a floating battery 
in the river Tyne, where he rendered essential service to the 
shippiilg interest, by his spirited conduct in suppressing an 
unlawful c6mbination of the seamen, entered into for the 
purpose of extorting exorbitant wages. For his conduct on 
that occasion he received the thanks of the Trinity House at 
Newcastle, and the Corporation of North Shields, as also of 
the shipowners of those places.f 

Our ofScer's next appointment was to the Mercury, of 28 
guns, attached to the squadran on the Newfoundland station, 
under the orders of Sir James Wallace. In 1 796, when the 
French Admiral Richery invested that settlement with seven 
ships of the line and three frigates, having 2000 troops on 
board, the Vice- Admiral defended it With one ship of 50 guns, 
two frigates, and two sloops ; and, aided by the bravery and 
vigilance of Captain Byng, and the other officers of his small 
squadron, ultimately succeeded in compelling the enemy to 
abandon their project of subjugating the colony. 

In the following year, 1797, Captain Byng was appointed 
to the GalKtea, of 32 guns, in which frigate he cruised during 

* Mr. Buller, who bad superseded Lieutenant Byng in the Impregnable, was 
mortally wounded in the battle, 
t The following is an extract from the limes and Newcastle Advertiser : •— 

" Newcattle, Oct, 20. 1795. 

** At a meeting of ship-owners, held in the Trinity House in Newcastle-upon- 
lyne this day, — 

*' Resolved unanimously, 

** That the thanks of this meeting be giren to George Byng, £sq.. Commander 
of his Majesty's floating battery Redoubt, at Shields, for his spirited conduct in 
suppressing the late violent proceedings of the seamen, when stopping ships pro- 
eeading to aea, with a view to extort exorbitant wages : and that the same be con- 
veyed by letter from the Chairman ; which was accordingly done by Mr. Lawton, 
the Chairman : also the thanks of the mayor and corporation, and gentlemen ship- 
owners of North Shields." 
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the remaidder of the revolutionary war, on the coasts of 
France and Ireland, and captured several armed vessels, one' 
of which was le Ranger, a French corvette of 14 guns; he 
also recdptured the Kenyon^ a Britisb^ West- Indtaman,' visited 
at 40,60(M. t and, in company with (he Doris frigate, i^ecftp-* 
tured two large Portuguese Brazil sAips* •'< ' i ^-»*>*' 

Towards the latter end of the year 1801, Captaiit Myn§ 
was elected a burgess of the ancrent borough of PlymWhJ 
This mark of respect was paid him npon his retuht &on|Pa» 
cruise in the Bay of Biscay, diiring wtrich the Oalattett'^^ffiP^ 
countered a violent hurricane, and had nearly fouTKl^red<: |ve# 
mizen-mast was carried over the side; at the same tim^ her 
fere and main-top-masts -also went, though ther« wad tSdte^ 
stitch of canvass set One inan went over with the nfhbn^^ 
mast, and several others were mBch hur^ ; - : « ' 

Subsequently to the treaty of Aftnens, the Gai&tea was Btft^ 
tioned on the south-west coast dl Ireland, for the supprei^iinv 
of smuggling; and Ca^ain Bj^ng continued on the^ secma 
nmtil the month of May^ 180S, when he was compelled '<to 
Felinquish his eommand^ in consequence of ill health, bcca'^' 
sioned by long and severe cruises during the precedingwinteiv 

On the renewal of the war with the French republic^ Cap-^^ 
tain Byng, then in a state of convalescence, tendered his 
services, and was immediately appointed to the Texel, of 
64 gunsj as commanding officer of the block-ships stationed 
IB the Medway ; and on the retirement of Earl Si. Vincent 
from the Admiralty, that nobleman paid Captain Byng the 
flattering compliment of promoting his. First Lieutenant and 
two Master^s Mates to superior ranks^ 

In the month of August, 1804, Captain Byng was ap^ 
pointed to the Malabar, of 50 guns, and commanded that 
ship until March, 1805, when he removed into the Belliqueux, 
of 64 guns ; and> in the following autumn, accompanied Sir 
Home Popham on an expedition against the Cape of Good 
Hope. The squadron, haTing on board a body of troops 
under Major-General Sir David Baird, arrived in Table Bay, 
January 4. 1806; and on the 18th of the same month, the 
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Dutch governor (Jansens) having signed a capitulation for a 
general surrender, England became once more possessed of 
one of the most important settlements in the world, and which 
has since been permanently annexed to the British empire. 

The land forces employed on the above occasion were 
strengthened by a marine hattalion, commanded by Captain 
Bjm^9 from whose great exeitioos the service derived much 
b^nefi^ iviitch was warmly* acknowledged by the joint com- 
manders in thekr reqaecttve despatches, wherein they highly 
cQoimended *^ the perseverance and determination with which 
C^tasn Syogf and the offioers and seamen under his com* 
imlidr oveit»me the obstacles opposed, by aa extreme di& 
ficully of country, to the conveyance of artillery/' * 

The pi*esence of the ships belonging to the East Inolia 
C!ompany, which had assisted in the reduction of the Ccqp^ 
being no longer necessary, Captain Byng was dir^eot^^to 
eseort them to Madras: on his arrival at which plaice be.re^ 
ceKfoed an address from their commanders, some of whom had 
served with the Marine Brigade, expressive dfthe sense they 
entertained of his constant and unremitting attention to tb^tus 
and requesting his acceptance of a piece of plate, of the viilue 
of 100/*, as a testimony of their respect. 

* Extract from Sir David Baird*s public despatches, addressed to Viscount 
CosUereagh : — 

<< Cape Tovm, Jan, 13. 1806. 

« On every occasion where it has been found necelikary to call for the co-oper- 
ation of British seamen in land enterprises, their valour has been so conspicuous, 
and their spirit of labour and perseverance so unconquerable, that no tribute of 
my applause can add a lustre to their character ; but I discharge a most agreeable 
portion of my duty in assuring your lordship, that in the recent employment of 
their services they have maintained their reputation. And in this place it behoves 
me to inform your lordship, that the uniform good conduct of those gallant 
fellows, and the zeal of Captain George Byng, who commanded them, together 
with that of every subordinate oflScer, have merited my fullest approbation." 

The heroic Captain Hardinge, who afterwards commanded the St. Fiorenzo, 
and fell in action with la Fiedmontaise, served on shore under the orders of 
Captain Byng, with whom he had sailed from England as a passenger to join 
fhe Salsette frigate at Bombay. On quitting the Belliqueux, he thus addressed 
her commander : — 

" Amongst the sensations which an event like this awakens, the only painful 
one is, that I am to be separated from those I love, and for n period so indefinite. 
But no space of time can ever separate me from you.*' 
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In the course of the same year, the Belliqueux formed part 
of Sir Edward Pellew's squadron at the capture and destruc- 
tion of a Dutch frigate, seven brigs of war, and about twenty 
armed and other merchant-vessels, in Batavia roads. During 
the operations, the Commander-in-chief publicly expressed 
satisfaction at Captain Byng's activity and good conduct, by 
the telegraphic signal — ** Yotir zeal I have noticed.** 

From this period nothing material occurred until 1809, 
when our officer hoisted a broad pendant on being appointed 
to conduct an armament sent from Bombay to occupy the 
island of Roderiguez, and thus pave the way for the reduction 
of the Isles of Mauritius and Bourbon. This object was 
successfully accomplished ; and Captain Byng had the satis-^ 
faction of receiving the thanks of the government of Bombay, 
together with a present of SOOZ., for the very cordial and im- 
portant assistance afforded by him to the military under the 
command of Lieutenant-Colonel Keating. 

The Belliqueux continued on the East India station until 
the month of June, 1810, at which time Captain Byng re- 
ceived orders to proceed to China, for the purpose of affording 
protection to the homeward-bound trade. On the 14th 
February, 1811, he sailed from Macao Roads, in company 
with seven of the Honourable Company's ships ; and, after 
encountering very tempestuous weather in the vicinity of the 
Cape of Good Hope, arrived with his charge at St. Helena 
(May 15.), where he was joined by the Menelaus and ChifFo- 
nee frigates, five Indiamen, and several South -Sea whalers, 
the whole of which reached the Downs in safety, on the 8th 
of August following. 

Previously to leaving India for China, the Belliqueux had 
exchanged fifty of her healthy men for a similar number from 
other ships, whose constitutions had been much impaired by a 
service of ten years and upwards in the Oriental tropics : she 
also received on board thirty-two men invalided from various 
diseases. During the voyage from China to England, no less 
than 224 men had been placed on the sick list, the whole of 
whose cases happily yielded to medical treatment, to which 
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due efficacy had been given by a light and proper diet of fresh 
food, very large quantities of which had been procured 
through the liberal donations and judicious arrangements 
made by Captain Byng.* 

The Belliqueux was paid off at Chatham, soon after her 
arrival ; and the Right Hon. Charles Yorke, then at the head 
of the Admiralty, immediately offered Captain Byng the com- 
mand of either of the new 74's about to be commissioned: 
but our officer, preferring a ship of the old construction, made 
choice of the Warrior, to which he was accordingly appointed. 
Some time after this event, he received a letter from the Se- 
cretary of the India House, communicating the thanks of the 
Court of Directors '* for his care and attention to the fleet 
recently under his convoy ; and informing him that, in con- 
sideration of the zeal and attention to the Company's interests 
evinced by him on various occasions, the Court of Directors 
had resolved to present him with the sum of 1000 guineas 
for the purchase of a piece of plate, as an acknowledgment of 
his services." 

Captain Byng succeeded to the title on the demise of his 
father, January 8. 1813. That nobleman had survived his 
brother, George, the fourth Viscount, only fourteen days. 

The Warrior was principally employed in the Baltic and 
North Seas, under the Admirals Young, Foley, and Hope, by 
whom our officer's conduct on all occasions was most warmly 
approved t; and in the year 1813, when our neighbours the 

• A narrative of the means employed in the recovery of these seamen was pub- 
lished in the twenty-eighth volume of the Naval Chronicle by R. W. Bampfield, 
Esq., the surgeon of the Belliqueux, who pays due testimony to the benevolent 
exertions of Captain Byng, and who, in 1818, dedicated to Lord Torrington his 
" Practical Treatise on Tropical and Scorbutic Complaints ; " " as a tribute of 
respect due to the benevolence, zeal, and ability which his Jjordship displayed in 
his earnest efforts to preserve the lives of those confided to his command.*' 

t The following are copies of testimonials from several of the distinguished 
characters under whom Lord Torrington served when in the command of the 

Warrior : — 

•* My Lord, — It is so much the duty of a Commander-in-chief to do justice to 
the merits of officers who serve under his command, that I can have no hesiution 
in bearing testimony to your's, during the time of your serving in the fleet in the 
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Dutch) having thrown off the yoke oF Napoleon Bonaparte, 
recalled the ancient House of Nassau to rule over them, he 
was selected to convey William Frederick, Prince of Orange, 
to his native country, for the purpose of assuming the station 
and honours so long enjoyed by his progenitors. 

His Serene Highness embarked on board the Warrior in 
the Downs, November 25th, and on the following morning 
sailed for the coast of Holland ; but, owing to unfavourable 
winds, did not reach Scheveling until the SOth, when the 
Prince and Lord Clancarty, the British Ambassador, with 
their respective suite^^ landed amidst the hearty huzzas of the 
numbers assembled from all parts to witness their debarkation. 
His Serene Highness was attended to the Hague by Lord. 
Torrington, whom he favoured with the most gracious ex- 
pressions for his attention, accommodation, and hospitality, 
during the time he had the pleasure of being his guest; The 
same illustrious individual afterwards conferred upon hisLord^ 



North Sea ; and in so doing, I have great pleasure in being'able to say, that, from 
the time of your joining the fleet to that of 'your being removed from it, I had 
every reason to be satisfied with the zeal, attention, and alacrity with which you 
performed every service on which you were employed. 

" I had frequent occasions to be pleased with your anxiety to be employed on 
active service and particularly with the earnest desire you expressed to be allowed 
to serve on shore when the seamen and marines were landed to capture, and to 
defend the Islands of Zealand. 

(Signied) " W. Young, Admiral." 

<* I have great satisfaction in stating, that during the time the Warrior was 
under my flag, I had every reason to approve of the manner in which the service 
was conducted in that ship ; and that I always considered the promptitude and 
regularity, which I could not fail to observe, as the effect of the correct system 
of discipline established by your Lordship. 

(Signed) " R. Bickerton, Admiral." 

*' I can with truth say, I had every reason to approve and applaud your 
conduct in every respect, while I had the honour of being on service with your 
Lordship. 

(Signed) " Thos. Foley, Vice- Admiral." 

** I have pleasure in stating, that wherever I have had the pleasure of serving 
with you, both this war and the last, in frigates and ships of the line, I always 
thought the ships you commanded excellent, efficient men of war, and had full 
confidence in your zeal and ability. 

(Signed) « Graham Moore." 

This latter officer, when appointed to a command in the Baltic, proceeded 
thither in the Warrior. 
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ship the Insignia of the Order of Wilhelm of the Netherlands; 
for which an elegant gold-hilted sabre^ with a suitable inscrip- 
tion, has since been substituted. 

Lord Torrington subsequently convoyed a fleet of mer- 
chantmen to the West Indies $ and during his absence was 
advanced to the rank of Rear- Admiral, by commission dated 
June 4. 1814. 

On perusing the foregoing sketch of the Viscount's profes- 
sional career, it will be seen that thirty -three years and a half 
of his life were spent in active service at sea ; fifteen of them 
in the East and West Indies. An impaired state of health, 
occasioned thereby, and the daims upon his attention of a 
numerous progeny, obliged him, in 1818, to decline the offer 
ofa foreign command.* 

In 1821, Lord Torrington was made a Vice- Admiral. 

We are not aware of his lordship's ever having published 
any separate work ; but the pages of the Naval Chronicle are 
enriched with numerous hydrographical communications made 
by him. 

The evening of Lord Torrington's life was divided between 
the cares of a numerous family, his senatorial duties, and at- 
tention to a numerous list of public charities. His death took 
place on the 18th of June, 1831, at his seat Yotes Court, 
near Meriworth, Kent. 

Lord Torrington was twice married: first, February 8. 
1793, to Elizabeth, daughter of Philip Langmead, of Hoegate 
House, Plymouth, Esq. M. P., by whom he had a daughter, 
the Hon. Lucy Elizabeth, and a son who died an infant in 
1796. Having lost his first wife, August 20. 1810, his lord- 
ship married, secondly, October 5. in the following year, 
Frances Harriet, second daughter of Rear-Admiral Sir 
Robert Barlow, K. C. B., and niece to Sir George Hilard 
Barlow, Bart. G. C. B., and by that lady, who survives him, 
had five sons and two daughters ; 3. the Right Hon. George 

* The chief command at the Leeward Islands was offered to Lonf Torrington 
previously to its being tendered to Rear.admiral Donald Campbell, who died 
Nov. 11. 1819. 
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now Lord Viscount Torrington, born in 1812; 4, the Hon. 
Frances Elizabeth, his twin sister ; 5. the Hon. Hilaro Caro- 
line ; 6. the Hon. Robert Barlow Palmer; 7. the Hon. James 
Master Owen ; 9* and 10. the Hon. Russell John Morris, 
and the Hon. Stanhope Frederick Hopwood, twins, the latter 
of whom died an infant in 1824. 



" Marshall's Royal Naval Biography" is our authority for 
the foregoing Memoir. 
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No. VIII. 
JOHN JACKSON, ESQ. R.A. 

MEMBER OF THE A.CADEMY OF ST. LUKE, &C. 

The British School of Portraiture has, within little more than 
twelve months, sustained theloss of two of its most distinguished 
professors ; and the Royal Academy has thereby been deprived 
of two of its ablest supporters, and no less esteemed members. 
Scarcely had the prescribed period of mourning for the loss 
of Sir Thomas Lawrence terminated, than the friends of art 
had to lament the death of Mr. Jackson, who, being little 
past the prime of life, and yet in the full vigour of mental 
energy, had he been spared, might have successfully emulated 
a considerable portion of Sir .Thomas's practice and fame. 
The full tide of patronage flowed prosperously on Lawrence, 
and his genius was borne triumphantly upon the stream : his 
illustrious career ended, the waters were prompt to waft the 
next well-appointed bark to the haven of success. Jackson 
had that within hipi which, properly excited, would have 
enabled him to accomplish great things in, his art: — the field 
was now open to competition for the prize; and, had his 
energies been thoroughly awakened and put in full operation, 
he doubtless might have won it. 

It was said by the lamented Owen, though not at all que- 
rulously, that Lawrence ought to produce more splendid 
pictures than his competitors ; because all the most illustrious 
for g;r$)at deeds, the most exalted by birth, or most distin- 
guished for b.ewty, would exclusively be painted by him. 
Hence, besides all the other advantages which such patronagie 
must induce as stimuli to exi^ellence in his art, he had the 
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felicity of studying from a class of personages who, witkout 
any effort of his own, supplied him abundantly with living 
models of grace. 

The death of the late President of the Royal Academy 
then, with reference to this monopoly of good fortune, was a 
benefit to the other professors of portraiture ; for, the taste of 
the aristocracy in this country leading them to patronise diis 
department of art almost to the exclusion of every other, still 
prompting a demand for portrait, they were of necessity obliged 
to seek the next in talent to supply the desiderat-um. Hence, 
the present deservedly esteemed President of the Royal 
Academy, the veteran Sir William Beechey, Messrs. Phillips, 
Pickersgill, and Jackson, — each perhaps according to his 
respective pretensions, — had to divide the advantages hitherto 
so exclusively enjoyed by Sir Thomas Lawrence. 

It would have been invidious to have pointed to Jackson as 
the most able in the list of competitors for the prize of fame; 
though, now that he is numbered with tlie dead, those who 
were his honourable competitors whilst he was living, will 
readily yield to his memory all that was its due. Jackson 
was eminently endued with that faculty, which is esteemed, in 
England, perhaps, above all odiers in the wide scope of the 
attributes of tbe^ainter's art; namely, a superior perception 
for colour. Had he pushed this faculty to the extent of his 
latent power, — and as it was reasonably expected that, from 
the increasing high patronage which he was experiencing, he 
had determined to do, — it may not be assuming too much to 
infer, that he would have produced works, which would have 
shown that a great colourist still maintained the reputation of 
the British School of Portraiture. 

To excel in this department of painting, judging from the 
habits and progress of many illustrious professors, it would 
appear that a portrait-painter should manifest an early pre- 
dilection for that .branch of study. The power of ^^ catching 
a likeness'' is something like a gift of nature. Many, who 
from necessity have relinquished the more imaginative pur- 
suits of painting, from the want of employment or other cir- 
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cumstances, have toiled almost in vexation and despair, in the 
abstract attempt of obtaining a resemblance of the visage ; 
whilst to Reynolds, Lawrence, Hoppner, Beechey, Jackson, 
and others, who made choice of this department in their 
boyhood, producing a likeness ever continued the least 
amongst the di£Sculties of their art 

Mr. Jackson was born at Lastingham, a small village in the 
North Riding of Yorkshire, on the S 1st of May, 1 778. Yery 
early in life, he evinced a capacity for pencilling a likeness ; 
and strengthened this faculty by ** noting down" the phy* 
siognomies of many of his neighbours, old and young. He 
was, however, apprenticed to a business little congenial to his 
graphic taste.* Whilst yet the term of his indentures was 
unexpired by nearly two years, finding occasional oppor-> 
tunities for the indulgence of his propensity for the art, he had 
made some heads in small, which exhibited a talent much 
beyond what could be expected from one entirely self-taught, 
with no example of art tp refer to in aid of his ardent desire 
to improve. These attempts fortunately being seen by an 
intelligent neighbour, though in the humble capacity of the 
village schoolmaster, by his friendly exertion they were shown 
to the family of the late Earl of Mulgrave; and this fortuitous 
circumstance laid the foundation of that auspicious career 
which commenced on his becoming the prot^e of that worthy 
nobleman ; who, with his Lordship's brother the Honourable 
General Phipps, and others of his noble family, were the con-^ 
stant patrons and friends of the painter through life. 

It was owing to this circumstance that Mr. Jackson obtained 
the countenance of the late Sir George Beaumont, at whose 
instance, by a subscription fund, the remainder of the term of 
his apprenticeship was purchased, when he was happily placed 
in a state of freedom to pursue the bent of his inclination for 

m 

graphic study ; with means much more felicitous than those 
which usually attend native talent, on its first embarking to 
explore the wide ocean of taste. 

The likenesses which the ingenious youth had yet taken 

* To his father's oecupation, that of a village tailor. 
VPL.XVI. H 
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were principally drawn in pencil, or slightly tinted in water 
colours ; when Sir Oreorge Beaumont advised him to make an 
attempt to paint in oil, lending him, by way of coup d^essai^ a 
three-quarter head, a portrait of the father of < George Colman 
the Younger,' painted by Sir Joshua Reynolds. Jackson was 
thus provided with a prototype; but the prepared pigments 
were desiderata which the resources of a country village could 
not be expected to supply. Genius and perseverance, how- 
ever, will find the means <^ surmounting difficulties, insu- 
perable to all but those who have that glorious ardour 
which boldly grapples with all things possible. There was 
in the neighbourhood a house-punter and glazier ; and, the 
ingenious young artist being a favourite with every one, this 
humble handicraftsman opened to him his store; and from 
such rude materiel as his back premises afforded, the tyro 
contrived to compound a palette; and produced, to the asto* 
nishment of his patron, a copy of the picture, so veritably 
Kke in colour, execution, and effect^ that Sir George was bI 
once satisfied that Nature had intended his protegS for a 
painter. 

It was the inore fortunate for the youth that Sir George 
Beaumont happened to be an amateur painter of great talent, 
well skilled in all the arcana of the art, a consummate con- 
noisseur, and associated in the most friendly intimacy with all 
the first artists of the age. Under such auspices, it will not 
be matter of surprise that the young painter made rapid pro- 
gress in his studies, and gave early presage of his fiiture ex- 
cellence as^a master of the British school. 

Soon after this period, and with the concurrence of the Earl 
of Mulgrave, who had munificently rewarded him for some 
small portraits which he had taken firom members of his Lord- 
ship^s family, Sir George proposed to Jackson the propriety 
of going to the metropolis to pursue his studies, saying, ** You 
must attend the drawing-school of the Royal Academy in the 
evening, and copy pictures by day. Now you shall have fifty 
|>ound8 annually during your studies, which, with a table at 
my house in town at my expense, will, I think,, be ample for 
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ft youngster who is desirous of improvement in hiis art Be 
steady, and you will be secure of my friendship, and that of 
my worthy friend Lord M ulgrave.'' It was so arranged ; and 
the young painter, by his exemplary conduct, did all that was 
becoming him to deserve and maintain as he did the friend- 
ship, and even the affection, of these distinguished patrons to 
the end of their lives. He followed the venerated remains of 
Sir George Beaumont to the tomb a few years since, and 
recently — rendering the same homage to the manes of his 
first patron, Lord Mulgrave, such the decree I — was smitten 
over his hallowed grave by that unrelenting handj which, in a 
few days, numbered him also with the dead. 

Mr. Jackson, having accomplished the term appropriated 
to the study of drawing, commenced portrait-painter in the 
metropolis ; and being supported by the influence of the Earl 
of Mulgrave, and recommended by Sir George Beaumont^ 
obtained much employment. For some years, however, sub»> 
sequently to this, his portraits in oil obtained for him no great 
distinction. Hoppner, Beechey, Opie, Owen, and Phillips, 
his contemporaries, were esteemed superior in this depart- 
ment ; having, by more extensive practice, the reputation of 
getting together the tout ensemble of a picture with more tact. 
Lawrence, too, was then approximating to the zenith of his 
feme. Indeed, Jackson's pictures were not wrought in that 
style which made a striking impression in the Royal Aca- 
demy exhibitions ; and his pictures, even whole-length por- 
traits of persons of rank and title, were in consequence 
frequently hung almost at the highest elevation on the walls of 
the Exhibition. 

At that period, about twenty years ago, although Jackson 
had not established his reputation as a painter in oil, his por- 
traits in water colours were universally admired; and his 
practice in this department was extensive, and productive of 
a very handsome income. In these, the heads were tastefully 
drawn, the resemblances were faithfully correct, and, although 
carefully finished, wrought with masterly spirit. The style 
indeed was so deservedly popular, that h|$ practice was greater 

H 2 
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perhaps than that of any contemporary portrait-painter in 
small. Many of the heads engraved in Cadell's splendid pub- 
lication, ^^ Portraits of Illustrious Persons of the Eighteenth 
Century," were from drawings by Jackson. 

However great the celebrity and the income which Jackson 
obtained by these performances, many of which were beautiful, 
he sought distinction in a superior order of art. He felt con« 
scious that by due exertion he might compete with the most 
celebrated portrait-painters in oil ; and, relinquishing the prac- 
tice of water-colours, soon accomplished his object. One of 
the pictures which gave him rank amongst the elite of the 
British school was a portrait of Canova, the celebrated Italian 
sculptor, exhibited in the great room of the Royal Academy : 
this alone was sufficient to establish his fame. 

The tact with which Mr. Jackson copied the works of the 
old masters surprised his contemporaries* His imitations 
werejac-similes^ and appeared to be produced almost without 
any mental effort. Some few years since, feeling desirous to 
obtain a study from a portrait of Rubens, ipsepinxit^ one of 
the pictures which his late Majesty munificently sent to the 
British Institution as an exemplar to the students, Mr. Jack- 
son seated himself amongst the many artists, some of established 
reputation, who were copying there, several indeed from this 
particular portrait. The promptitude, however, with which 
he wrought his effect, and the certainty with which he pro- 
ceeded) developing the system of Rubens, led the whole group 
to suspend their operations ; and, marvelling at his superior 
perceptions, they not only felt, but expressed their admiration 
at the intelligence and skill which governed his pencil, and 
enabled him with this enviable facility to master his object. 

This very fisicility, strange as it may appear, may perhaps 
be assigned as a reason why his progress to the highest point 
of art was not obtained. He painted his pictures with the 
ease which is apt to beget indifference to fame. Men of 
genius, not impelled by ambition, feeling that they can ac- 
complish when they choose greater works than those which 
they perform on the spur of the moment, are apt to procrasti- 
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nate, — to defer to-day that which may be done to-morrow, — 
until that future day — which they may never live to behold. 
Mr. Jackson's employers were pleased with his perform* 
ances, — and he was content. 

It is due to the memory of Mr. Jackson, however, to say, 
that, during the last two or three years of his practice, his pic- 
tures displayed qualities of a very superior order. That ^^ low^ 
toned brightness'* which Sir Joshua Reynolds admired, and 
which he so successfully obtained in his finest productions, 
prevailed in the latter works of Mr. Jackson ; sufficiently, in- 
deed, to remind the connoisseur of the feeling of his illus- 
trious predecessor. Though he gave out that he only copied 
nature as she appeared to him, those who look at his heads 
will see that he did much more : that he looked upon her with 
the eye of genius, discovering her true mental character ; and 
also with the eye of art, which perceived what to advance into 
light, and what to throw into shade. *^ He occupies a place,'' 
says a writer in the Athenaeum, ^^ between the fine, elegant 
detail of Lawrence, and the vigorous generalities of Raebum : 
or, as others word it, though perhaps less truly, he is a dis- 
ciple of the school of Reynolds, and one of the cleverest of its 
followers. Where thought and intelligence were required, he 
readily supplied them : he rose and fell with his subject, and 
may be considered as one of the most honest of all the chil- 
dren of flattery. He had an uncommon readiness and skill of 
hand — a rapid felicity of finish, which enabled him to dash 
off at a few sittings whatever he undertook : his colouring was 
deep, clear, and splendid; and in this he more resembled 
Reynolds than any artist since his day." 

The whole-length portrait of the Marquis of Chandos, re- 
presented in the costume of an officer of the Hussars, which 
appeared in the exhibition of the Royal Academy in 1830, 
was a picture of surpassing excellence; although its merits 
were not of that forced or artificial character which is almost 
indispensable in rendering a portrait of large dimensions suf- 
ficiently imposing in effect to bear up against the meretricious, 
splendour of an exhibition at Somerset Hous^, 
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A whole-length of the venerable f^rl ' Fitzwilliani) painted 
about two years since, is esteemed one of Mr. Jackson's very 
best pictures. His Lordship, from motives which the painter 
could not successfully combat, — namely, those which arose 
from a desire to avoid publicity, -— refused to allow the picture 
to be exhibited at Somerset House, a refusal which to the 
painter was a subject of deep regret. 

The Hon. Mrs. Agar Ellis, Lady Ann Vernon (the lady of 
the present Archbishop of York), and Miss Vernon their 
daughter, are amongst the happiest efforts of his pencil ; as 
are also portraits of the bust of Thomas Stothard, R. A., 
Henry Bone, R*A., and the late John Flaxman, R. A. These 
three admirable heads were executed by the desire of that dis- 
tinguished patron of art. Lord Dover, as part of a series of 
portraits of British artists ; which compliment his Lordship 
intended to extend to all the members of the Royal Academy, 
and to place their resemblances in his gallery. Sir Tho- 
mas Lawrence had promised to sit to Jackson, as the subject 
for the next on the list The unexpected death of Sir Thomas 
suspendedi for a time, the continuation of the series ; and it is 
to be feared that with the demise of Jackson the plan has 
found its termination. 

Of one of these portraits, that of Flaxman, too much cannot 
be said in commendation: it was stamped in the mint of 
nature. The encomiums which Sir Thomas Lawrence be* 
stowed upon it, whilst presiding at the dinner previously to 
evening the Exhibition in which it shone a graphic star, were 
such as did no less honour to the candour and good taste <X 
the President, than to the talent of him on whom they were 
bestowed. Sir Thomas characterised the work *' as a ^eat 
achievement of the English school, and a picture of which 
Vandyck might have felt proud to own himself the author." 

We may also particularise two portraits of John Soane, R. A., 
one of which (in small) represented the venerable architect 
decorated with the insignia of a freemason ; a portrait of the 
.late Reverend Holwell Carr, now in the National Gallery, 
Pall Mall; a fine half-length of Mr. Ludgate; several memr 
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bers of the family of Sir W. Bagshaw of the Oaks, near Shef* 
field; and a fioe portrait of Daniel Sykes, Esq., late M. P. 
for Hull. 

Mr. Jackson, atdi£ferent periods of his life, painted his own 
portrait, both in water colours and in oil. A drawing of his 
own bust too, in black chalk heightened with white, executed 
nearly the sice of life upon coloured crayon paper, is not only 
a faithful resemblance, but one of the finest specimens of 
mastery and execution extant This was done ** off-hand," 
as a present to a firiend. His best portrait of himself, how* 
ever, considered as a complete picture, is that which he 
painted for his honoured friend and patron the late Earl of 
Carlisle, which is in the collection at Castle Howard. 
. Mr. Jackson has left a fine portrait of Baron Denoyers, 
which he intended to send as a present to that celebrated 
French artist, in return for a collection of proof impressions 
of his engravings whiph the Baron presented to him during 
his visit to Paris. 

During the exhibition of Flaxman's portrait at the Royal 
Academy, a celebrated French artist standing before the pior 
ture exclaimed, *^ Ah I this is very fine portrait-— almost as 
fine as Gerard ;" and still dwelling upon it, rejoined, ^* quit# 
as fine as Gerard !" The picture indeed, firom its striking 
effect, .invited many remarks: amongst others, those of two 
inquisitive youngsters, disciples of the palette, ^* What ve- 
hicle do you diink did Jackson use to get so much the char 
racter of an eld master?" said one. The response was 
neither proynpt nor satisftctory ; when a third, of about the 
same standing, listening to the dialogue, exclaimed, *^ I have 
it-*- he rubs it over with dirt, and. then he varnishes." 

On the 6th of November, ]815, Mr. Jackson was elected 
an Associate of the Boyal Academy; and on the 10th cf 
Fdi^ruary, 1617, a Royal Academician. 

In the year 1816', he accompanied General the Hon. Edr 
mund Phipps in a tour through Holland and Flanders; and 
m 1819, in company with Mr. Chantcey the sculptor, h§ 
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niad€ the tour of Italy, by way of Geneva, Milan, Padua, 
Venice, Bologna, Florence, and Rome. At the imperial city 
he was elected a member of the Academy of St. Luke. 

Mr. Jackson was twice married. By his first wife he had 
a daughter, yet living. After remaining a widower three 
or four years, he married the daughter of James Ward, 
Esq. R. A«, by whom he had three children, yet infants. 

Mr. Jackson manifested so great an afiection for the place 
of his nativity, that for many years he seldom failed to make 
an annual visit to the scene of his early associations. As a 
mark of his reverence for the church there, a short time since 
he completed a picture, which he presented to the parish for 
an altar-piece, together with the sum of fifty pounds, to enlarge 
the space from which it was to receive light: the subject, 
<< Christ in the Garden,'^ from the invaluable cabinet picture 
by Correggio, in the collection of the Duke of Wellington. 
His Grace lent Mr. Jackson the picture for this express pur- 
pose ; but the figures were enlarged to the size of life. 

Notwithstanding this gift to the altar of the Established 
Church, Mr. Jackson was a sectarian ; being one of the most 

« 

esteemed amongst the congregation denominated Methodists, 
and one of the strictest of the persuasion. 

The dBath of this distinguished artist took place at his 
house, in St. John's Wood, on the 1st of June, 1831. It may 
be justly said of him that he was a most amiable and gene- 
rous man, and that few persons have gone to the grave more 
sincerely regretted by his private, though extensive, circle of 
friends and acquaintance. He abstained from mingling in 
the bickerings of his brethren in the art ; and there was an 
honesty, a manliness, an urbanity in his conduct and deport-*- 
ment, which secured the respect and esteem of every one who 
knew him. The liberality of his character was such as fre*" 
quently to make him transgress those bounds which are pre- 
scribed by the maxim that charity begins at home ; and the 
young students in art always found him a willing counsellor, 
ready and willing to explain the course by which he had 
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himself obtained so high and honoarable a station in his 
profession. 



With the exception of a few paragraphs derived from other 
sources, we are indebted to ^^ The Library of the Fine Arts'' 
for the foregoing memoir. 
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No. IX. 
WILLIAM BROWELL, ESQ. 

LIEUTENANT-OOVERNOK OF GREENWICH HOSPITAL. 

This officer entered the naval service in the year 177I9 at 
the age of twelve, as a midshipman, on board the Merlin 
sloop, commanded by Captain (afterwards Sir Samuel) 
Marshall, a particular friend of his father's. He followed his 
Captain into the Princess Amelia, then fitting for the flag- 
ship of Sir George Bridges Rodney ; and sailed in her to 
Jamaica. The Princess Amelia being ordered home, our 
young sailor accompanied the Admiral into the Portland, and 
remained in her on the West Indian station until the Admiral 
returned to. England. Soon after he was entered on board 
the Levant, of 28 guns. Captain the Honourable *— * 
Murray ; Mr. Gower (afterwards Sir Erasmus), with whom 
he served in the West Indies, being First Lieutenant of her. 
The Levant sailed for the Mediterranean to join that station ; 
and, on the breaking out of war with America, was ordered to 
cruise in the Bay of Biscay ; when Mr. Browell, in con- 
sequence of his steadiness and good conduct, although very 
young, was sent in a prize into Lisbon, where he was detained 
for three months waiting for his ship, until his friend Captain 
Marshall, in the Arethusa, putting into the Tagus, gladly 
received him on board, and kept him in his ship, on active 
service, till he was appointed Master's Mate into the Victory, 
of 100 guns, then bearing the flag of Admiral Keppel ; under 
whom his excellent father also had served. He was in the 
Victory during the action off* Ushant, when he so distinguished 
himself that the Admiral, on the 10th of November, 1778, 
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promoted him to Lieutenant, into the Bienfaisant, of 64 gunSf 
Captain M^Bride* The Bienfaisant was particularly dis* 
tinguished in the action with the squadron under Don Juan de 
Langara, in 1780, — not only on account of Captain M^Bride's 
conduct in the action itself^ in which he had the good 
fortune to sustain but trivial loss, but by the great adroitness 
and skill with which he contrived to secure possession of the 
Phoenix, of 80 guns, the flag-ship of the Spanish Admiral. 
The engagement took place in the midst of a tremendous 
storm, in which the Phcenix and Bien&isant were completely 
separated from their companions : but such was the address 
Captain M'Bride used, that he contrived to secure his prize 
and carry her safe into Gibraltar, notwithstanding the par- 
ticular inconvenience under which his ship laboured ; as ex- 
plained in the following narrative, which we extract from 
Chamock's ^* Biographia Navalis," and which is most strongly 
illustrative of the gallantry, good faith, and humanity of the 
hardy sailors of that day: — 

^< In consequence of the signal for the general chase, on 
the evening of the 16th, about four o'clock, we got within 
reach of the stern chase guns of the enemy, which they plied 
us we advanced, but to little efiect. At a quarter before five, 
being then about half a cable distant from one of them, she 
b^an to fire her quarter-guns upon our bow. By some 
accident, she took fire and blew up. Had this awful event 
taken place a few minutes later we must have shared her fate z 
it was impossible to avoid the wreck, great part falling athwart 
us ; but we passed through it without any damage. Many 
small pieces fell on board, which wounded three men. The 
sails and rigging being wet with the rain, and at the instant a 
shower coming on, it prevented the fiery matter that hung 
upon them taking effect ; the sea was so agitated that it filled 
the decks with water. As the ship sailed into the chaos at 
the rate of nine knots an hour, it was impossible to distinguish 
if ^ny of the unfortunate people were upon the wreck. The 
afore-mentioned ship was the St. Domingo, of 70 guns and 
600 men. We^ continued the pursuit, and between eight and 
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nine came up with one of the enemjr's ships that had been 
engaged with the Defence. Found her mizen*mast gone, and 
fire slack. Upon receiving two or three fires from us, the 
main-top^mast went over the side. Our mizen-top-mast being 
shot away, and rigging out, the ship fell off and passed her : 
we got round again, and closed her as soon as possible. As 
we advanced to her in a position in which we might have been 
much annoyed, we were surprised at receiving no fire. We 
kept ours, and hailed her. Our heads being different ways, 
passed each other before we could get any reply. When we 
got round to her again, and hailed her, we were answered, 
that the Admiral did not intend to fight any more. We 
ordered them to haul down her ensign, and that we should 
send a boat on board, which was done : it returned with Don 
Francisco Melgarys, her Captain, from whom we found it 
was the Phoenix, of 80 guns and 700 men. Don Juan de 
Langara, the Commander-in-chief, having his flag on board, 
was wounded. What has been their real loss we have not 
yet been able to learn. During the night the weather grew 
worse : when day broke, the condition of so large a ship a 
perfect wreck, no other ship in sight, and a gale of wind. 
Captain M'Bride felt himself in a very interesting situation. 
With great risk he got about one hundred men on board : the 
gale increasing, he was obliged to lay to for the ensuing day 
and night. In the morning it moderated so that boats could 
pass : but having the small-pox on board of the Bienfaisant, 
and near 700 prisoners on board the Phoenix, he was unwill- 
ing to introduce an infection among them, which induced him 
to make the proposal which is enclosed to Admiral Langara. 
It was accepted with thanks, and executed with the utmost 
delicacy. Their conduct convinced Captain M^Bride that 
his ideas of the honour of the Spanish officers were well 
founded ; for, after the matter was settled, they assisted in re- 
fitting, and navigating the ship into Gibraltar Bay. 

" < Bienfaisant at Sea, January IStb, 1780. 

** * The small-pox being on board his Majesty's ship Bien- 
faisant, of a malignant kind, the feelings of a British officer 
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cannot allow him to introduce an infection even amongst his 
enemies. From this consideration, and the very gallant de- 
fence made by Admiral Langara and his officers, Captain 
M^Bride consents that neither officers nor men shall be re- 
moved from the Phoenix, taken by his Britannic Majesty's 
ships Defence and Bienfaisant, Admiral Langara being re- 
sponsible for the conduct of his officers and men : and, in 
case that we fall in with any Spanish or French men of war, 
he will not suffer Lieutenant Thomas Louis, his officer, to be 
interrupted in conducting and defending the ship to the last 
extremity, agreeably to his orders ; and if, meeting with supe- 
rior force, the ship should be re-taken, and the Bienfaisant 
fight her way clear. Admiral Don Juan de Langara, his 
officers and men, are to hold themselves prisoners of war to 
Captain M'Bride, upon their parole of honour (which he is 
confident with Spanish officers s ever sacred). Likewise, if 
the Bienfaisant should be taken, and the Phoenix escape, the 
Admiral Don^ Juan de Langara, his officers, &c. will no longer 
be prisoners, but freed immediately. In short, they are to 
follow the fate of the Bienfaisant. 

(Signed) John M^Bride. 

Juan Iq. de Langara.*'^ 

Lieutenant Browell accompanied the party on board the 
Phoenix, and sailed in her, first to Gibraltar and afterwards to 
England, where she was taken into our service and named 
the Gibraltar. 

From the Bienfaisant he followed Captain M^Bride into 
the Artois ; and in the action off the Dogger Bank, between 
the fleets commanded by Sir Hyde Parker and Admiral 
Zoutman, on Captain McCartney being killed, he volunteered 
to go on board the Princess Amelia, and (the First Lieutenant 
being wounded) took charge of her ; and in a short time, from 
the greatest confusion, produced perfect order and regularity, 
for which he received the thanks of the Admiral. But, to 
use his own expressions, services in those days were not 
rewarded as they have been since, which he proved by the 
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&ct, that he was for three years in a ship to which three line 
of battle ships had struck during that period, and yet the First 
Lieutenant was not promoted. He was not himself the First 
Lieutenant. 

He remained in the Artois until the peace, in 1782. He 
was then appointed to the Princess Royal, Captain Faulkner, 
guard-ship at Portsmouth, and removed with him into the 
Triumph. 

In the armament in 1790 he was appointed First Lieutenant 
of the Canada 74, Captain the Hon. Hugh Seymour Conway, 
who was forced to leave her for a short time^ having acci- 
dentally received a violent blow on the head by a hand lead 
which a seaman was throwing. In the interim, Mr. Browell 
had the pleasure of serving under his friend Sir Erasmus 
Gower, who became the acting Captain. 

In 1791 he was appointed First Lieutenant of the Alcide 74, 
Captain Sir Andrew Douglas. 

In 1793 he was appointed First Lieutenant of the Leviathan 
74, Captain the Hon. Hugh Seymour Conway ; and sailed 
to the Mediterranean in the fleet commanded by Lord Hood. 
On our taking possession of Toulon, August 28th, 1793, his 
Captain was sent home with despatches, leaving him in com- 
mand of the ship in his absence; during which period he was 
actively employed, and, among other services, in conveying 
Sardinian troops from Oneglia. 

In 1794 he was promoted to the rank of Commander, 
into the Prince Edward armed ship, which attended Lord 
Moira's army to Ostend, until the evacuation of that place, in 
which his brother. Captain Herbert Browell, bore a very 
conspicuous part, being agent of transports, and having the 
superintendence of the embarkation. His boat was the last 
to leave the shore.* 

* Captain Herbert Browell died in the West Indies in 1797, in command of 
the Brunswick 74. He was the young officer of whom the person who shows 
the deep well at Carisbrook Castle, in the Isle of Wight, tells that he leaped oyer 
k^ — a feat not to be performed either by a squirrel or by a kangaroo^ as tlio 
•xle is so placed as to render it impossible. What Captain Browell really did 
was quite baiardoUs enough, haying, the instant the door was opened, taken a 
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In the same year (1794) the subject of this memoir was 
made Post into the Princess Augusta Royal Yacht, fitted up 
for, and ordered to bring over to England, the Princess 
Caroline of Brunswick *: but, in consequence of tempestuous 
weather, she was conveyed in a 50-gun ship as far as Oraves- 
end, where, during the time the yacht was awaiting her arrival, 
Captain Broweli had the honour of being admitted into the 
society of the Prince of Wales (late King George IV. )j who 
acknowledged these few days to be amongst the pleasantest 
of his life. The Prince, at all times most gracious and elegant 
in his demeanour, delighted to identify himself with the pro- 
fessional taste and feeling of those whom he honoured with 
his acquaintance. On this occasion, in an hour of hilarity, 
his Royal Highness sang several of Dibdin's exquisite sea 
songs, in a style and with an effect which Captain Broweli 
(who was no flatterer) declared he never heard surpassed. 

The yacht landed the Princess at Greenwich Hospital; and 
the Captain was honoured with several invitations to the fStes 
and parties which took place consequent to the marriage. 

In 1795 he was appointed Captain of the Sans Pareil, 
hearing the flag of Rear-Admiral Lord Hugh Seymour, an 
80-gun ship, captured from the French in Lord Howe's 
action of the 1st of June, 1794, and afterwards taken into 
our service. This beautiful ship had all the fine qualities of 
a man of war. She was noted also for her strict discipline 
and excellent interior arrangements ; but she was still more 
remarkable for the number of young officers who served in 
her at that period, and who afterwards distinguished them- 
selves during the war ; many of whom are now high in the 
service, and by all of whom Captain Broweli was most 
highly esteemed, their friendship for him terminating only 
with hifi life. 
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^lingt and leapt on jhe margin <if the well, to the great alarm of a party of 
ladies who were with him. 

* A high distinction for a joung officer not of noble birth; and procured for 
him by the powerful interest of Lord Hugh Seymour. 
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In Lord Bridport's action on the 2Sd June, 1795, the 
Sans Pareil * bore a conspicuous part ; and Lord Hugh 
Seymour received the thanks of both houses of parliament 
for his conduct. 

Amongst those killed were the Signal (Second) Lieutenant, 
and a Lieutenant of Marines. Captain Browell was particu- 
larly grieved by the death of the former. Charles Morris 
Stocker was a gentleman of much talent, had been well edu- 
cated, and was an excellent officer : he had served with Cap- 
tain Browell in the Victory, was the friend of his early youth, 
and was endeared to him by many amiable qualities. Captain 
Browell always €aid that this was the most distressing event 
of his life ; and described the choking sensation which he felt 
from grief suppressed by the necessity of giving orders and 
otherwise exerting himself. 

On the breaking out of the mutiny at Portsmouth, the 
Sans Pareil, being uninfected by the evil feeling which had 
spread itself through the fleet, was ordered to reinforce the 
North Sea squadron. She shortly after returned and joined 
the Channel fleet. 

To this period fortune had been most propitious to the 
subject of this memoir. He had been constantly employed 
a-float, had seen much and arduous service, and by his skill, 
courage, and activity, had acquired numerous friends. Every 
senior officer under whom he had served had been desirous 
on changing his ship of taking him with him. He had been 
highly valued as a First Lieutenant, a situation in a man-of- 
war equivalent to the main spring in a watch. He was at 
this time Flag-Captain to Rear- Admiral Lord Hugh Seymour, 
an officer of high rank and influence, strongly attached to 
him, and was in command of one of the finest ships in his 
Majesty's service. A war of unprecedented length had begun^ 

* The Sans Pareil is now a sheer hulk at Plymouth. The Lieutenant- 
GoTemor's afiection for her was quite extraordinary. He pleaded hard for having 
her lietained in the service when she was considered worn out ; and three years 
ago, on his eldest nephew's return from a visit to his brother at Devonport, his 
first question to him was, " Did you see my old ship ? '* 
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and every circumstance appeared to combine to ensure him a 
brilliant course, which might have enrolled his name amid 
those of Nelson, St. Vincent, Duncan, and the other naval 
heroes w.hdse exploits have immortalised themselves and 
adorned the pages of British history. 

But it pleased Alniigbty God to put a sudden stop to his 
career, by one of those untoward accidents that no human 
prudence cojuld have foreseen, or caution have prevented. — 
Returning to his boat from his house in Gosport, he passed 
by a warehouse, and under a package of wool which the 
Warehousemen were in the act of lowering by a crane from 
m upper story. At the moment, the irofi hook gave way, and 
Captain Browell must inevitably have been crushed to. death, 
bad hQ not made a violent spring, which bore him clear from 
under it, but did not carry him far enough to escape from tlie 
rebpund ; he was struck in the back, and received an injury 
in the spine from the effects of which he never fully recovered, 
and which quite unfitted him for sea duty. 

He was confined to his bed for some time, and in con-^ 
sequence resigned his command of the Sans Pareil, in which 
he was succeeded by his old messmate and friend Captain 
(latci Sir Chiles v.) Penrose. -.. - 

He. was afterwards appointed to a royal yacht at Deptford. 
^ In 1805,' he was nominated a Captain of Greenwich hos- 
pital ; and in. 1809, on the. death of Capjtain Bqucher, he was 
made. Lieutenant-Governor, in which situation he continued 
until his death. 

The following letter from the late Earl of Pembroke, K. G. 
to Captain Browell, on his appointment, is honourable to 
both parties : — 

<< Wilton House, January 9. 1809. 

" My DEAR Sir, — I am truly glad to hear of your wishes. 
as to the Lieutenant-government of Greenwich hospital being 
fulfilled ; and I wish I could think, from a selfish motive, that 
my having named you to Lord Mulgrave* had had any part 

♦ First Lord of the Admiralty. 
VOL. XVI. I 
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of die effisct which jou are pleased to ascribe to it* Lord Mul* 
graye then told me^ that the appointment was such as must be 
bestowed upon the most deserving; and I am inclined to think 
diat he has now proved his words to be good. I beg the 
UeuienanUGovemess to accept of my best wishes ; and 

<^ I am, my dear Sir, 

<* Your very obedient Servant, 
(Signed) ** Pembroke.'' 

^ Captain Browell, &c. &c. ice'* 

Although disabled from serving on board of ship, and placed 
in a quiet situation, his life was by no means inactive or in* 
dolent: he was arduous in his attention to the affiiirs of the 
Hospital; which Was known and duly appreciated by his 
present Majesty, who was uniformly gracious and friendly to 
him; and a most retentive memory of persons and events 
with which . he was blessed enabled him to reward humble 
merit, and bring forward many deserving old seamen for the 
' benefit of the establishment 

Devotedly attached to his profession, he was a zealous pro^ 
inoter of the interests of the Naval Charitable Society and oth^ 
similar institutions; and the Sailor's Widow and Orphan^ 
in him always experienced a kind and generous patron. 

On the ISth of December, 1795, he married Mary the 
only daughter of the first Admiral, and sister of the Iat0 
Admiral Faulknor, a very amiable and accomplished lady, of 
a very delicate constitution. She died September 19tH, 1809$ 
from which period one of his sisters resided with him and did 
the honours of his house until his death, July ^Oth, 1831, at 
the age of seventy-two. 

Manly and gentlemanlike in his behaviour, firank and open 
in his feelings, and sincere in his attachments, many of the 
most honourable and worthy men of the age were numbered 
amongst his friends ; and his kind and liberal hospitality ex** 
tended to all who were related to or connected with him. 

Admirals Lord Hood, Sir John Colpoys, and Sir Richard 
Keats were successively governors of Greenwich hospital 
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whilst he was there, of whom he severally enjoyed the society 
and friendship. The former two he survived ; the last, to- 
gether with all the officers of the establishment, by whom he 
was most highly esteemed and respected, followed his body 
in sadness to the grave : whilst, amongst the veteran pensioners 
who lined the road, many a hard and weatherbeaten coun- 
tenance plainly Evinced the feeling of having lost a friend and 
bene&ctor. 

The affliction of those nearly related to him can be esti- 
mated only when it is known, that a more united family never 
existed* Three brothers and five sisters had for more than 
half a century combined in a bond of unity and love, which 
daring all that period had never been broken. 

They shared each other's griefs and pleasures ; they held 
together under every circumstance ; they were ever ready to 
rgoice at each other's good fortune, ever prompt to assist, 
ever willing to console one another. 

Could a Knk be broken in that family of love that would 
not vibrate through the whole chain ? Alas ! no. 

To mitigate their grief they have the remembrance of him 
who is gone: — a good son, a kind husband, an afiectionate 
brother ; upright and honourable in all his actions, true and 
just in all his dealings, and sincerely religious without fanati- 
cism* Whatever might have been his failings, and without 
lliem he bad not been mortal, they were largely overbalanced 
by his virtues. He lived to a good old age, and died beloved,' 
honoored, and respected*"* 



We have been favoured with the foregoing little memoir 
by an old and intimate friend of the Lieutenant-Governor's. 

* The Lieutenant-Governor has a nephew, Mr. Langton Broweil, a very pro-v 
mising young man, Che son of Henry Browell, Esq. of the King's household, 
idio is now warfkkg m -a UautenaBt in the Na?y, and ^hose udvancement the old[ 
gendenum had Jziost at heart, although be ^looAantly aternsd thftt no partifeiit|r 
could induce him to exert himself in his behalf, if he did not believe him to be a, 
good ofiicer, and well deserving of ft. 
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No.X. 

JOHN ABERNETHY, ESQ. 

mXOW OF THE ROTAL SOCIETY; ONE OF THE COURT OF 
ASSISTANTS OF THE ROYAL COIXEGE OF SURGEONS/ ANIi 
ONE OF THE CURATORS OF THEIR MUSEUM; AN HONORARY. 
HEBfBER OF THE ROYAL MEDICAL SOCIETY OF EDINBURGH,: 
AND OF THE MEDICAL SOCIETIES OF PARIS AND PHILA-^. 
• DELPHIA, &C. 

For a great part of the following brief Memoir of this able, 
and extraordinary man, we are indebted to the '^ National 
Portrait Gallery." But we have derived some of our mate- 
rials from private sources. 



The place of Mr. Abernethy's birth has been much dis-^ 
puted ; and it is said that he was himself ignorant of it. *The 
town of Abernethy in Scotland, and that of Deny in Ireland, 
both claim the distinction. We believe, however,' that he 
was bom in Scotland, about the year 1763-4. 

Soon after his birth, it appears, his parents came to reside 
in London, where be was put to a day-school in Lothbury, and 
there he imbibed the elementary principles of grammatical and 
classical instruction. In due time, he was bound appcetiCice 
to the late Mr. Charles Blick, under whose auspices he pur- 
sued his studies with great advantage ; the skill and high 
name of the master, together with the opportunities for im- 
provement offered by his extensive practice, and his connection 
with Saint Bartholomew's Hospital, a£Pording every stimulus 
and means of acquiring experience to the pupil. At this 
period of his life our subject seems to have indulged in some 
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'of those eccentricities which marked his more mature and 
serious career. But, whatever may have been his oddities in 
conversation and behaviour, he was steady in making himself 
practicaUy conversant with his profession ; and his talents 
were such as to excite expectations which the result did not 
disappoint Neither at that, however, nor at any period of 
his life, did Mr. Abernetby read so hard as some of his con- 
temporaries ; but no man thought more deeply.- During his 
youthful application an epoch took place in the surgical 
world by which no one profited more extensively tlian him- 
self: the celebrated John Hunter had commenced his ad- 
mirable lectures, in 1773 ; and the developement of his great 
discoveries was proceeding while Abernetby, from a boy, had 
become an emulous young man, arduous in the search of that 
information which was to raise him to future eminence. He 
was fortunate enough to become the pupil of Mr. Hunter ; 
and not only his pupil, but his friend. 

On the retirement of Mr. Pott, the assistant-surgeon to 
St. Bartholomew's Hospital, Mr. Abernethy^s professional 
reputation rendered him the successor of that gentleman. 
Having now accumulated a great fund of knowledge, he de-^ 
termined to begin giving courses of lectures at St. Bartholo- 
mew's Hospital; of the Medical School of which noble 
institution he was always, therefore, justly considered the father. 
At the commencement of his ledtures, however, his class was 
far from being so numerously attended as might have beeii 
anticipated ; but a consciousness of his own ability to raise it 
to a just pre-eminence sustained him under this discourage- 
ment. At this period Dr. Marshall, who had established 
himself as a lecturer in the vicinity of the Hospital, far more 
than divided the popularity of medical instruction ; and, though 
not distinguished for profound research, or for any novel im- 
provements in discovery or practice, his manner and style were 
so agreeable as to confirm the hold he had taken on the great 
body of studefnts, and to continue the attraction of his courses 
to the last. His death, above twenty years ago, left Mr. 
Abernetby alone iii the field ; which he ever afterwards cul- 
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tivated and enriched by an abundant display of talent of die 
highest order. On the death of his former master* Sir 
Charles Blick, Mr. Abemethy was elected 6urge<»i in liis 
room ; and was, at that time, considered as the best lecturer 
on anatomy, physiology, and surgery in London. 

Having briefly glanced at Mr. Abemethy ks a viva voce 
teacher, in which capacity he has rarely been surpassed, we 
come now to speak of his more permanent position as an author 
of medical works. His earliest publication consisted of a few 
JPhysioIogical Essays ; which were i^edily succeeded by a 
^mall but clever Essay on the treatment of Lumbar Abscess. 
* These formed, with some additions, his first volume in 8vo» 
London, 1793*7, entitled Surgical and Physiological Essays; 
and were distinguished by the same strong sense, and plain 
and forcible illustration, which, from that time till his decease* 
marked all that flowed from his tongue and pen, and elevated 
him to the rank he so long maintained among his professional 
brethren, and with the world in general. We believe that it 
was soon after the appearance of this publication ' that tb^ 
author of ^< The Pursuits of Literature," in one of bis notes, 
spoke prophetically of Mr. Abernethy, as ^^ a young surgeon 
of an accurate and philosophical spirit of investigation, from 
whose genius and labours I am led to think the medical art 
and natural science will hereafter receive great accessions." 

The approbation with which this work was received, was 
augmented by the appearance of yet more valuable perform* 
ances. In 1804 was published, ^' Surgical Observations^ 
containing a Classification of Tumours, with cases to illustrate 
the History of each Species ; an Account of Diseases," &c.&c.: 
and, in 1806, ^* Surgical Observations, Part Second, contain** 
ing an Account of Disorders of the Health in general, and of 
the Digestive Organs in particular, which accompany Local 
Diseases, and obstruct their Cure." The fame of these 
Treatises soon spread, not only throughout England, but over 
the continent of Europe ; and the French surgeons especially 
did homage to the masterly spirit they evinced. Bold and 
successful operations ; practical and lucid descriptions ; origi- 
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ii«l and comprehensive views ; all combined to enhance the 
great reputation of the author, and to elevate the character of 
the national school of which he was so bright an omamenf» 
and which had already risen so high through the splendid 
eflbrts of John and WiUiam Hunter. 

Having been elected Anatomical Lecturer to the Royal 
College of Surgeonsi Mr. Aberiiethy published, in 1814, 
'^ An Enquiry into the Probability and Rationality of Mr. 
Hunter's Theory of Life ; being the subject of the first two 
Anatomical liectures delivered before the Royal College of 
Surgeons of London.'' Following Mr. Hunter's steps, he 
elucidated that celebrated man's views with respect to the 
nature of the living principle, which views seem derived from 
the most probable conclusions to which our reason can carry 
us; viz. that life, in general, is some principle of activity added 
by the will of Omnipotence to organised structure, •«« and 
that in man, who is endowed with an intelligent fiiculty, in 
addition to this vital principle possessed by other organised 
beings, to life and strueture an immaterial soul is super* 
added. 

'' We perceive," observes Mr. Abernethy, ^^ an ^cact cor- 
respondence between those opinions which result from physii^ 
logical researches, and those which so naturally arise from the 
suggestions of reason that some have considered them as 
intuitive. For most reflecting persons in all ages have be^ 
Ueved, and indeed it seems natural to believe, what modem 
physiology also appears to teach, that in the human body 
there exists an assemblage of organs formed of common inert 
matter, such as we see after death, a principle of life and 
action, md a sentient and rational faculty, all intimately con- 
nected, yet each apparently distinct from the other* 

*^ So intimate, indeed, is the connection, as to impose on 
us tli« opinion of their identity. The body springs end 
bounds, as though its inert fabric were aljve ; yet we faava 
good reasons for believing that hfd is distinct from organise 
ation. The mind and the actions of life afibct each other.* 
Failure or disturbance of the lections of life {^event or disturb 
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our feelings, and enfeeble, perplex, or distract our intellectual' 
operations. The mind equally affects the actions of life, and 
thus influences the whole body. Terror seems to palsy all 
its parts, whilst contrary emotions cause the limbs to stri^gle, 
&nd become contracted from energy. Now, though these facts 
may countenance the idea of the identity o( mind and life, yet 
we have good reasons for believing that they are perfectly 
distinct : whilst, therefore, on the one hand I feel interested 
in oppugning those physiological opinions which tend to con- 
found life with organisation, I would, on the other, equally 
oppose those which confound perception and intelligence with 
mere vitality." 

He thus concludes : — 

f^ Thus my mind rests at peace in thinking on the subject 
of life as it has been taught by Mr. Hunter ; and I am 
visionary enough to imagine, that if these opinions should 
become so established as to be generally .admitted by philo- 
sophers, that if they once saw reason to believe that life was 
something of an invisible and active nature superadded to 
organisation, they would then see equal reason to believe 
that mind might be superadded to life, as life is to structure. 
Vhey would then, indeed, still farther perceive how mind and 
matter might reciprocally operate on each other by means of 
an intervening substance. Thus, even, would physiological 
researches enforce the belief which, I may say, is natural to 
man — that, in addition to his bodily frame, he possessed' ft 
sensible^ intelligent, and independent mind ; an opinion which 
tends, in an eminent degree, to produce virtuous, honourable^ 
and useful actions." 

Two years after the appearance of these lectures, Mr. Law- 
rence, who had recently been elected to the situation of 
colleague to Mr. Abemethy, delivered at the College 'of 
Surgeons, and subsequently published, his two Introductory 
Lectures on Comparative Anatomy and Physiology. In the 
commencement of his first lecture, Mr. Lawrence thus speaks 
of Mr. Abernethy : -^ 

^< It was not till the latter part of last summer that the 
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Court of Assistants of this College did me the honour of ap- 
pointing me one of their professors ; an appointment which I 
freely acknowledge to have been most gratifying to my feel-* 
ings, not only on account of the body who conferred it, but 
when I considered to whom I had succeeded *, and to whom 
I became associated.f To your feelings I must trust for an 
excuse, if any be thought necessary, for taking this earliest 
opportunity of giving utterance to the sentiments of respect and 
gratitude I entertain for the latter gentleman. You and the 
public know, and have long known, his acute mind, his 
peculiar talent for observation, his zeal for the advancement 
of surgery, and his successful exertions in improving the 
scientific knowledge and treatment of disease. His singular 
happiness in developing and teaching to others the original 
and philosophic views which he naturally takes of all the 
subjects that come under his examination, — and the success 
with which he communicates that enthusiasm in the cause of 
science and humanity which is so warmly felt by himself, — the 
admirable skill with which he enlivens the dry details of 
elementary instruction, — are most gratefully acknowledged 
by his numerous pupils. All these various excellences 
have been repeatedly felt in this Theatre. Having had the 
good- fortune to be initiated in the profession by Mr. Aber- 
nethy, and to have lived for many years under his roof^ I can 
assure you with the greatest sincerity, that, however highly 
the public may estimate the surgeon and the philosopher, I 
have reason to speak more highly of the man and the friend^ 
of the invariable kindness which directed my early studies and 
pursuits, of the disinterested friendship which has assisted 
every step of my progress in life, of the benevolent and ho- 
nourable feelings, the independent spirit, and the liberal con- 
duct, which, while they dignify our profession, win our love 
and command our respect for genius and knowledge, convert- 
ing these precious gifts into instruments of the most extensive 
public good." 

» Afttley Cooper, Esq. t J- Abcrnethy, Esq. 
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In his second lecture, however, Mr. I^wrenc^ i^ devvilop-^ 
ing his ideas concerning the principle of life, attacked Mr 
Hunter's theory, as maintained by Mr. Abernethy, and the 
manner in which he illustrated and supported it ; and incul- 
cated the doctrine that the principle of life, whether sentient 
or intelligent, is in all organised beings the siame, — that the 
vital properties are all derived from the organic structure of 
those beings, — and that the di£Perence of that structure consti- 
tutes the only difference in their faculties and powers. In 
consequence, when, in 181 7) Mr. Abernethy delivered another 
course of.^' Physiological Lectures, exhibiting a general view 
of Mr. Hunter's physiology, and of his researches into com- 
parative anatomy," he not only defended the theory which he 
had previously explained, but made some strong observations 
on the evil consequences arising to society from the adoption 
of principles of another description ; and strove to elevate^ as 
Hunter had ever done, the thoughts of the student from the 
contemplation of Nature to Nature's God." 
' ^' It has been said," he remarks, ^^ that * an undevout 
astronomer is mad :/ yet he only contemplates the immensity 
and order of the works of Nature, and the causes of the va- 
rieties of light and seasons, so serviceable to the living beings 
which inhabit this planet, and, as he infers, to those of others. 
But what shall we say of the anatomist, who observes the 
structure (Uid functions of those beings, — who examines their 
extreme variety, and r^ular gradation and connection,***- witlv* 
out any feeling or perception that Intelligence has operated in 
ordaining the laws of Nature^? We judge of others by ourselves; 
and assuredly such a character must, by the bulk of mankind, 
be considered as poslsessing either a deficient or perverse 
int^ect. 

<< The opinion that Intelligence must have ordained the 
order of Nature is not only impresjifed by her decrees upiHi 
the bulk of mankind, but is confirmed by the observations 
and reflections of the most observant and intetlectual indi- 
viduals of the human race. Those who think that intelligence 
may exist distinct from organisation, are disposed to admit 
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that the i&leUSgence with which they are endoi^ed may baye 
a separate existence. Those who think that perception is not 
essential to lifci but is an attribute of something different, are 
also disposed to adnait the separate existence of perception 
and intelligence ; and thus do these two opinions produce and 
support each other* Both opinions are natural to most men^ 
and confirmed by the observations and consideration of the 
most intellectual of the human race." 

Any further notice of the controversy between Mr. Aber« 
nethy and Mr. Lawrence is as unnecessary as it would be 
painful. 

An anecdote illustrative of the sound integrity) as well as of 
the humour, of Mr. Abei*nethy's character may here be intro- 
duced. On his receiving the appointment of Professor of 
Anatomy and Surgery to the Royal College of Surgeons, % 
professional friend observed to him that they should now have 
something new. — ^^ What do you , mean ? '^ asked Mr. Aber- 
nethy. — " Why," said the other, " of course you will brush 
up the lectures which you have been so long delivering at St. 
Bartholomew's Hospital, and let us have them in an improved 
form." — ** Do you take me for a fool or a knave ?" rejoined 
Mr. Abernethy; *^ I have always given the students at the 
Hospital that to which they are entided — the best produce 
of my mind. If I could have made my lectures to them better, 
I would instantly have made them so. I will give the College 
of Surgeons precisely the same lectures, down to the smallest 
details : — nay, I will tell the old fellows how to make a poul-* 
tioe." Soon after, when he was lecturing to the stodents af 
St Bartholomew's, and adverting to the College of Surgeons^ 
he chucklingly exclaimed, ^' I told the big wigs how to make 
a poultice!" It is said by those who have witnessed it, that 
Mr. Abernethy's explanation of the art of making a poultice 
was irresistibly entertaining. 

It b not easy to particidarise Mr. Abernethy's ensuing pub- 
Uoations, in the arrangement of which for the press, with re- 
ference to title-pages, &c. he was always singularly careless. 
Some of them appeared first in small portions, which were 
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afterwards collected and enlarged ; so that a volume consisted 
of several separate parts, and repeated, together with new 
matter, much of what was previously known. One remarkable 
publication was, ^' Surgical Observations on the Constitutional 
Origin and Treatment of Local Diseases; and on Aneurisms; 
London, 8vo. 1809." Mr. Abernethy's memorable cases of 
tying the iliac artery for aneurism are detailed in this volume: 
the success of the operation is almost an era in adventurous 
surgical experiment, and reflects the highest credit on the 
judgment and skill of the operator. His preceding and later 
works are comprised in Messrs. Longman and Co.'s cata- 
logue, where we find Abernethy's authorship in six octavo 
volumes. 1. *^ On the Origin and Treatment of Local Dis- 
eases ; and on Aneurisms, including Directions for the Treat^^ 
ment of Disorders of the Digestive Organs." 2. ^< On Diseases 
resembling Syphilis, and on Diseases of the Urethra." S. 
^ On Injuries of the Head, and Miscellaneous Subjects." 4. 
^* Lumbar Abscesses and Tumours." 5. ** Physiological 
Lectures (collected in one volume)." And, 6. Another volume 
of " Physiological Lectures." He also wrote, for Dr. Rees's 
Cyclopaedia, the anatomical and physiological articles from the 
commencement of the work to the article ** Canal :" of these, 
the article " Artery" is perhaps the most important* 

Such are the valuable, we may say invaluable, productions 
of Mr. Abernethy, which will long be consulted by the 
faculty, as the most certain authorities to which they can 
apply on the wide and interesting range of subjects they em- 
brace. Nor have their technicalities prevented them from also 
experiencing n success, rare among scientific discussions, that 
of being widely popular with judicious readers of every intel- 
ligent class; Mr. Abernethy, among his other discoveries, 
having found out the way to render his books as entertaining 
and attractive as they are instructive and important. His 
acute reasoning, his sensible advice, intelligible to every ca- 
pacity, and his prodigious mass of information, acquired by 
long practice and experience, render him, indeed, an admirable 
guide for all, whether learned or unlearned. 
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Hr; Abernethy was an excdient chemist, although he pro^ 
fessed not to know much about the matter. He was intimately 
acquainted with Mr. Howard (the brother of the Duke of 
Norfolk) ; and in conjunction with that gentleman discovered 
the ^' fulminating mercury," the force of which so much 
astonished those who were not aware of the existence of any 
greater explosive power than the comparatively insignificant 
one of gunpowder* 

In writing a memoir, however slight, of Mr. Abernethy, it. 
]^ impossible not to mention the bluntness with which he fre-^ 
quently treated those who consulted him. Thei^ can be no 
doubt that this has been greatly ei^aggerated ; but it is worthy 
of observation that, for above a century and a half, the capital 
has seen a regular succession of medical men who have di& 
feried from their brethren in this respect, and substituted a 
certain rougbne3s of mien and speech for the more customary^ 
suavity of the profession. Whether affected or natural, this 
practice has tnuch whereon to found its apology and justify its 
consequences, as well as something to impeach its propriety > 
and assail its effect. It frequently proceeds from a wish to. 
avoid the evil» of doubt and wavering, and, by straight-for-;' 
ward plainness, to inspire the patient with that confidence which^ 
is so likely to contribute essentially to his cure. On the other 
hand, it must be confessed, that it is both a relief and satis- 
faotibn to the majority of invalids, to be permitted to commu-' 
nicate all their ailments, and even fancies, to the individual to^ 
^hose prescriptions they look for restoration to health. Their 
accounts may be tedious, their fears irrational, and their 
feelings erroneous ; but still it seems to be a duty in the pro- 
fessional man in whose hands they consider their life or death 
tQ be placed, to make great allowances for them, and to listen 
as far as possible to their obscure and perplexing histories,, 
rather than to cut them short with sharp rebuke, or passionate 
dismissal. 

The multitude of amusing instances related of Mr. Aber-' 
nethy's disregard of this latter principle would fill a volume^ 
As such whims are characteristic, and in no way derpgate from 
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the extraordinary and acknowledged skill of an individual, 
whose success as a surgeon conferred blessings on thousands 
of his fellow creatures, we will quote one or two of them as 
specimens. 

A ladjT) consulting him on a nervous disorder, entered into 
a long, frivolous, and ikntastic detail of her symptoms. Un- 
satisfied with being referred to his " book" for instruction 
respecting the treatment of her complaints, she persisted in- 
endeavouring to extract further information from Mr. Aber- 
nethy. After suffering her volubility with considerable patience 
for a while, he exclaimed, to the rq>eated ^^ May I eat oysters, 
Doctor? May I eat suppers ?" — ** PU tell you what, Ma'am : 
you may eat any thing but Che poker and the bellows ; for the 
one is too hard of digestion, and the other is fiill of wind." 

" ft^ay, Mr. Abernethy, what is a cure for gout?" was the 
question o( an indolent and luxurious citizen. *^ Live upon 
sixpence a-day — and earn it 1" was the [»thy answer. 

A scene of much entertainment once took place between 
our eminent surgeon and the fiimous John Philpot CumAi. 
Mrr Curran, it seems, being personally unknown to him, had 
visited Mr. Abernethy several times, without having had an 
ofqwrtunity of fully explaining (as he thought) the nature <^ 
his malady : at last, determined to have a hearing, when in- 
terrupted in his story, he fixed his dark bright eye on the 
^' doctor," and said — ^^ Mr. Abernethy, I have been here on 
eight different days, and I have paid you etgfat di£fet«nt 
guineas ; but you have never yet listened to the symptoms of 
my complaint. I am resolved, Sir, not to leave this rootn- 
till you satisfy me by doing sa" Struck l^ his manner^ Mir« 
Abernethy threw himself back in his chair, and assoaniiig the 
posture of a most inde&tigabie listener, exclaimed, in a tone 
of baiif surprise, half humour, -~* '^ Oh i very well, Sur; I am 
ready to hear you out. Go on, give me the whole— your 
birth, parentage, and education. I wait your pleasure^ go 
on." Upon which, Curran, not a whit disconcerted, gravely 
began : — ^^ My name is John Philpot Curran. My parents 
were poor, but I believe honest people, of the provmoe oC 
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Munster, where also I was born» at Newmarket, in the coantjr 
df Cork, in the year one thousand seven hundred and fifty. 
My fother being employed to collect the rents of a Protestant 
gentleman, of small fortune, in that neighbourhood, procured 
my admission into one of the Protestant iree^schools, where 
I obtained the first rudiments of my education. I was next 
enabled to enter Trinity College, Dublin, in the humble 
sphere of a jiis^r ;"'— and so he continued for several minutes, 
giving his astonished hearer a true, but irresistibly laughable 
account of his ^* birth, piu*entage, and education," as desired^ 
till be came to his illness and sufierings, the detail of which 
was not again interrupted. It is hardly necessary to add, 
that Mr. Abemethy's attention to his gifted patient was, frook 
that hour to the close of his life, as^duous, unremitting, and 
devoted. 

On one occasion, Mr. Abernethy was highly amused with 
the course pursued by a lady who was aware of his detest- 
ation of ignorant loquacity, and silly affectation. Abruptly 
entering his consulting^oom, without uttering a word, she 
thrust towairds him her finger, which had received a severe 
injury. Mr. Abernethy looked first at her iace, and then at 
her finger, which he dressed ; and the fair patient instantly 
and silently withdrew. In a few days she called again, and 
^in protruded the aiFected part. ^< Better?" asked Mr» 
Abernethy ;-^^^ Better/' answered die lady: again the finger 
was dressed, and agam the lady left the apartment. Afiser 
several similar visits, at length she held out her finger firee 
firom all bandages, and in &ct healed. <* Well?" enquired 
Mr* Abernethy ; — " Well," echoed the lady. — • *^ Upon my 
soul, Madam," exclaimed the delighted surgeon, ^^you are 
the most rationid w<oman I ever met with I " 

A yet more pleasant part <^ our task remains to be per^ 
fbrmed: it is to reoDrd the humanity and liberality of Mr. 
Abernethy. Where poverty and disease have prevented in«> 
dividuals from waiting upon him in his own house for advice^ 
he has been ftequenftly known not only to visit them constantly^ 
and at inconvenient distances, without fee or reward^ but 
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generously to supply them from his own purse with what their 
wants required* More afiecting instances of charity and 
generosity, seconding the utmost exertions of medical skilly 
could not be produced from the life of any of his contem-^ 
poraries (liberal and admirable as the conduct of many of 
them is) than from that of John Abernethy. The following 
is one example : — 

, In the year 1818, Lieutenant D fell from his horse on 

a paved street in London, and fractured his skull and af m^ 
whilst his horse trod on his thigh, and grievously injured the 
limb. Mr. Abernethy was the surgeon nearest to the young 
man's lodgings ; he was sent for : he came, and attended dai]y# 
After the lapse of months, convalescence took place amidst 
great weakness, when Abernethy enjoined the adoption of 
shell-fish diet at Margate* His grateful patient requested 
information as to the amount of his pecuniary debt for pro- 
fessional aid and care. Abernethy smiled, and said, *^ Who 
is that young woman ?" — " She is my wife." — " What is your 
rank in the army ? " — " I am a half-pay Lieutenant" — ** Oh I 
very well ; wait till you are a general, then come and see me^ 
and we'll talk about it." 

^^ In the year 1812," says a correspondent of the Gentle- 
nuui's Magazine (to which publication we are also indebted 
for our last anecdote), *^ I lacerated my left tendon Achilles^ 
and, after ineffectual attempts at cure by other professional 
men, consulted Abernethy. On quitting his house, I asked 
when my next visit should be paid.-—' Your recovery will be 
slow,' said he: ' if you do not feel much pain, depend upon 
it you are gradually getting round ; if you do feel much poin, 
then come again — but not else. I don't want your money.' " 

One of the students at the Hospital intimated to TS/Lt^ 
Abernethy that he wished to become his '^ dresser ; " the u^ual 
fee for which is sixty guineas for the year. Mr. Abernethy 
invited the young man to breakfast with him the next morn- 
ing, to arrange the matter ; and in the mean time, having, made 
some inquiries respecting him, ascertained that he wa3 attien-* 
tive and clever, but in straitened circumstances. At the 
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breakfai^ table, the student took a small bag iroin his pocketj 
containing the sixty guineas, and placed it on the table; when 
it was instantly returned to him by Mr. Abemethy, who, in 
the most kind and friendly manner, insisted upon his applying 
the money to the purchase of books, and other necessary means 
of improvement. That student is now a practitioner of con^ 
siderable eminence in the metropolis. 

In lecturing, Mr. Abernethy's manner was peculiar, ab- 
rupt, and conversational; and often when he indulged in 
episodes and anecdotes he convulsed his class with laughter, 
especially when he used to enforce his descriptions by earnest 
gesticulaticm. Frequently, while lecturing, he would descend 
from his high stool, on which he sat with his legs dangling, 
to exhibit to his class some peculiar attitudes and movements 
illustrative of the results of different casualties and disorders ; 
so that a stranger coming in, unacquainted with the lecturer's 
topics, might easily have supposed him to be an actor enter<^ 
taining his audience with a monologue, after the manner of 
Matthews or Yates. This disposition, indeed, gave rise to a 
joke among his pupils of " Abertiethy at Home" whenever Jie 
lectured upon any special subject. In relating a case, he was 
seen at times to be quite fatigued with the contortions into 
which he threw his body and limbs ; and the stories he would 
tell of his consultations, with the dialogue between his patient 
and himself^ were theatrical and comic to the greatest degree. 

The reported fashion of Mr.. Abernethy's courtship and 
marriage is also extremely characteristic. It is told, that 
while attending a lady for several weeks, he observed those 
admirable qualifications in her daughter, which he truly es- 
teemed to be calculated to render the married state happy. 
Accordingly, on a Saturday, when taking leave of his patient, 
he addressed her to the following purport: — " You are now 
so well that I need not see you after Monday next, when I 
shall come and pay you my farewell visit. But, in the mean 
time, I wish you and your daughter seriously to consider the 
proposal I am now about to make. It is abrupt and un- 
ceremonious, I am aware ; but the excessive occupation of my 
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toe bj my professional dudes affi>rds me no kisore to ae^ 
complish what I desire by the more ordinary course of atten- 
tion and solicitation. My annual receipts amount to -«— l^ 

and I can settle /• on my wife : my character is generally 

known to the public, so that you may readily ascertain what 
it is. I have seen in your daughter a tender and affectionate 
child, an assiduous and careful nurse, and a gentle and lady- 
like member of a family ; such a person must be all that a 
husband could covet, and I ofier my hand and fortune for her 
acceptance. On Monday, when I call, I shall expect your 
determination ; for I really have not time for the routine cSf 
courtship." In this humour, the lady was wooed and won; 
and the union proved fortunate in every respect A happier 
couple never existed. 

Mr. Abemethy died, after a protracted illness, at his house 
at Enfield, on Wednesday the 20th of April, 1881. He 
maintained his good spirits to the last His lower extremi- 
ties becoming swelled, his answer to the enquiries of a friend 
who called upon him was, ** I am better on my legs than evet : 
you see how much stouter they are \ '' He persisted ip at- 
tributing his own complaints, as he had attributed the com- 
plaints of so many of his patients, to the disordered state of 
the stomach : — ** Itis all the stomach ; we use our stomach 
ill when we are youn^ and it uses us ill when we are old." 
It is a curious and extraordinary fact, however, that he gave 
strict directions that his body should be carefully watched, to 
prevent its being examined or opened. 
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No. XI. 

MRS. SIDDONS. 

Shade of William Prynne ! — but why should we, even if we 
bad the power, evoke the ^^ utter barrister'' of 1631 to look 
vpon the doings of 1831 ? The change is great indeed 
since the author of ^^ Histriomastix '' fulminated his thousand 
quarto pages against ^^ stage plays," as the ^^ very pomps of 
the devil ; " but no jot greater in what concerns <* plays, 
playerly-play-poets, players, play-haunters, play-houses, and 
play-poems," than in what concerns all other matters of life, 
from the most momentous to the most trivial. Why, there- 
fore, should we wish the shade of William Prynne to be tor- 
mented, by overlooking us while we offer a posthumous 
tribute to the memory,*— not of a player merely, but of ^^ a she 
player," as he designates an abomination in whose possible 
existence at some future period of inconceivable depravity he 
barely believed? Alas for the illustrious woman who is 
gone, had she lived in those times ! She might have graced 
$ome humble circle of domestic life by her virtues ; but she 
would never have thrilled the hearts, exalted the minds, and 
sublimed the feelings of thousands, and tens of thousands, by 
the creations of Shakspeare breathing through her lips ! 

This extraordinarily endowed woman, who realised in 
every quality of mind, and voice, and form, all that a prodigal 
fancy could imagine of abstract perfection for the very thing 
she became, was born at Bredcnock, in South Wales, July 
14jth, 1755.* Her birth was most theatrically legitimate. 
Her father, Roger Kemble, was a provincial manager ; her 

* It is nther it suigular'circumBtance, that, in the register of her bapUsm in Uie 
pivisb fihurcli of Bfepknocfc* 9be is fnade the daughter of Geotge Kemble. How 
9wh iw error cr^ into the register, it is impossible at this dist«nc^ of timj? to 
discover. 

K 2 



132 MRS. SIDDONS. 

mother was the daughter of another provincial manager, Mr, 
Ward ; and in due time, too, she married Mr. Siddons *, a 
member of her father's corps dramatique. Unfortunately, it 
does not appear that either Mr. Siddons or Mr. Roger 
Kemble was any thing on the stage beyond what was suffi- 
cient for country audiences a century ago ; else might their 
wife and daughter have exclaimed in the language of Portia 
to Brutus, — 

« Hiink you I am no stronger than my sex, 
Being so fatherM and so husbanded ?'* 

It was not till her eighteenth year that her union witii 
Mr. Siddons took place; but, according to one of her biogra- 
phers, her attachment displayed itself before she was fifteen. 
To weaken that attachment, which her parents could consider 
only as an impulse of childish feeling, she was placed in the 
&mily of a Mrs. Greathead, of Guy's Cliff, near Warwick. 
Mr. Boaden says she '^ resided under the protection" of this 
lady for nearly two years. There is no good reason for con- 
cealing that this ^* residing under the protection " of Mrs. 
Greathead, was, in fact, becoming her maid-servant Do we 
think the less of a magnificent river because we can step acrpss 
it at its source ? 

If it be true that she fell in love thus early, it is no less 
true, though somewhat more remarkable, that neither time 
nor absence extinguished her passion : for, according to some 
accounts, she married Mr. Siddons in defiance of parental dis- 

* In a history of Worcester now lying before us, we find the copy of a play-bill, 
dated February 12. 1767, in which Mr. Roger Kemble announces his company 
. of comedians as playing at the King's Head in that city, with a concert of mnsic. 
The play was King Charles X. (written by Haward, the actor), and the cha- 
racters were thus cast : — " James, Duke of Richmond, Mr. Siddons ; Fairfax, 
Mr. Kemble ; James, Duke of York, Master J. Kemble ; the Duke of Glou- 
cester^ Miss F. Kemble; the young Princess, by Miss Kemble; and Lady 
Fairfax, by Mrs. Kemble. Singing between the acts by Mrs. Fowler and Miss 
Kemble.*' In the April following. Master J. Kemble is announced as PhillideJ, 
in King Arthur ; and Miss Kemble as Ariel, in the Tempest. 

From the same work we quote the following anecdote : — 

•* When Miss Kemble, the present Mrs. Siddons, married against her fathel-*8 
consent, he sent for her, and said, < Well, my dear child, I made you promise 
never to marry a performer, and you have not disobeyed me ; for the devil himself 
could not make an actor of your husband.' '* 
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mpprobation ; although, according to others, mtk it, in oidef 
that she might not be at the trouble of going as far as GhretnA 
Green. We cannot pretend to decide between these autho* 
rities. She was ceitainly married; and this, we take it, 
ought to satisfy any reasonable lover of facts. Her husband 
has been described, by one who knew him in the prime of 
life, as a ^* &ir, and very handsome man, sedate and graceful 
.in his manners, and, in his youth, capable of inspiring a pas- 
sion quite as ardent as his own.'' He was, at the time, sus- 
taining the first line of business in the company of his father** 
in-law, — that is, he could play any thing, — the first of 
recommendations for an itinerant actor, who is sure to be 
called upon to play every thing in the succession of those 
manifold exigencies which characterise the campaigns of a 
strolling manager. He had so quick a study, too, that he 
could make himself master of the longest part between night 
and night -^the second of invaluable recommendations under 
the above-mentioned circumstances, and specially serviceable 
to Mr. Siddons ; because, it seems, he enjoyed in equal per- 
fection the talent of forgetting whatever he learned, just as 
quickly as he had learned it. 

^ . It is said, that before her marriage, and while living at 
Mrs. Greathead's, the subject of this memoir contrived to 
obtain an introduction to Garrick, in whose presence she re- 
cited some of the speeches of Jane Shore. He was pleased, 
we are told, with her utterance and deportment, wondered 
bow she had got rid of the provincial ti-tum-ti cadence, ad- 
mitted her merits ; but declined offering her an engagement. 
It was not very likely, indeed, however clever a young lady of 
sixteen or seventeen might appear, that Garrick would dis- 
turb the arrangements of his theatre, where Mrs. Yates and 
Miss Young then divided the empire of tragedy, by inviting the 
town to witness the immature efibrts of so youthful a candidate. 
Soon afler their marriage Mr, and Mrs. Siddons were per- 
forming at Cheltenham, where the latter attracted the notice 
of Lord Bence, afterwards created Earl of Aylesbury. His 
Ix>rdship was so struck with her acting, that he wrote tQ 
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Garrick about her ; and Garricky who was not aecustoined to 
think sUgfady of an <^inion sealed with a corobet, aent the 
Rev. H. BiAte (known subsequently as Sir H. Bate Dudley) 
to attend her performances) and report his (qiinion of them ; 
unconsdous, in all probability, that the Mrs. Siddons of the 
Cheltenham theatre was the Miss Kemble of Mrs. GreafH 
head's family, upon whose claims to his patronage he had 
ahready personally decided* The result of thb mission was, 
such a report of the young actress as led to her appearance 
at Drury Lane, on Friday, the 29th December, 1775. 

The character she selected for her debut was that of Portia 
in the '^ Merchant of Venice ; " and she was announced as a 
young lady merely. Theatrical criticisms, in those days, wisre 
not manufactured in such abundance as they now are ; though^ 
probaUy, they were written with pretty much the same know- 
ledge of the thing criticised. As a curiosity, rather than as a 
just estimate of what her performance was, we insert a notice 
of it, which has survived the general fate of such perishable 
commodities. 

<< On before us," says the critic," tottered rather than 
walked a very pretty, delicate, fragile*looking young creature^ 
dressed in a most unbecoming manner, a faded salmon- 
coloured sack and coat, and uncertain whereabouts to fix 
either her eyes or her feet She spoke in a broken tremulous 
tone» and, at the close of a sentence, her words generally 
lapsed into a hurried whisper that was absolutely inaudible. 
After her first exit the buzzing comment round the pit ran 
goaerally, ^ She is certainly very pretty ; but then how 
awkward I and what a shocking dresser I ' Towards the 
&mous trial scene she became more collected, and delivered 
the great speech to Sbylock with the most critical propriety, 
but still with a &intness of utterance which seemed the result 
rather of an internal physical weakness than a deficiency of 
spirit or feeling. Altogether, the Impression made upon the 
audience, by this first effort, was of the most negative 
description." 

It is difficult to believe that the above account was written 
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by a very sagacious judge of such matters^ Making every 
allowance for tbe trq>idatian incident to her situation, — every 
allowance for her as yet dawning powers, — it is hardly possible 
but that, to a discerning eye^ there was the dawn of a genius 
whose rising efiiilgence was at hand; ibr we know how 
brightly that effulgence shone forth only a year or two after- 
wards. It is as easy to suppose that Milton or Dryden wrota 
at fifteen with no sparkle of that immortal spirit which after* 
wards blazed out, as that Mrs. Siddons at twenty should hiive 
delivered the language of Shakspeare without one prophetic 
gleam of what she became at five or six and twenty. I^ 
indeed, there be any truth in an anecdote related by Miss 
Le&nu, in her ^* Life of Mrs. Sheridan," Garrick perceived the 
future Siddons, whatever may have been his motive for per«^ 
mitting her to languish in his hands : for, in a dispute with 
Miss Younge, on some subject of theatrical prerogative, the 
manager exclaimed, ^^ I tell you, and others, you had better 
not give yourselves airs ; for there is a woman in the house 
who, if I choose ta bring her forward, would eclipse you all 
in youth, beauty, and talent." 

She played Portia a second time, on the Tuesday following 
(January 2. 1776); and, on the 18th of the same month, 
appeared as on^^ of the Ladies Collegiate^ in Ben Jonson's 
<< Epicaene 1 " This admirable comedy had been adapted fop 
modem representation . by the elder Colman ; but when, ivf 
the following year (1777), he collected and published his 
dramatic productions, he omitted Mrs. Siddons' name in the 
original cast of *^ The Silent Woman," as revived by himself; 
The three lady-graces there enumerated are • Miss Sherry, 
Mrs. Davies, and Miss Piatt 

During the remainder of the season she performed several 
insignificant characters: among them, one in an operatiG 
{Hece, called The Blackamoor washed White (fixHU the pen of 
the Rev. Mr. Bate) ; and another, in Mrs. Cowley's comedy 
of the Runaway. The former expired after the third repre*. 
sentation ; but tbe latter having a run of seventeen nights, 
enabled Mr& Siddons, in some degree, to fomiliarise herself 
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with the gate of a metropolitan audience. Two cbaractersy 
and only two, were assigned to her which gaye her an oppor- 
tunity of appearing on the stage with Garrick himself: the 
one, Mrs. Strickland, in Hoadley's comedy of *' The Suspicious 
Husband,'* Garrick playing Ranger ; the other, Lady Anne, 
to his '^ Richard the Third." The latter she repeated twice, 
and the last time in the presence of royalty ; th^ tragedy, being 
performed on the 5th of June, 1776, by command of their 
Majesties. Five days after, Ciarrick took bis leave of the 
public in Don Felix. 

There was certainly nothing very brilliant in this her first 
season at Drury Lane. By what strange misconception of her 
powers, or by what sinister influence, if there were no mis- 
conception, she, whose whole nature was moulded for the ex- 
pression of gorgeous tragedy, should have been limited to 
inferior comedy, it were vain to enquire. We have but to 
remember what Mrs. Siddons became, and then to wonder 
that Lady Anne, in '^ Richard the Third," was the only dbplaj 
permitted to her as a tragic actress. No doubt she knew 
herself better ; and the consciousness that she was shut out 
from the padi where alone she aspired to walk, added, per- 
haps, to some of those minor mortifications which await the 
career of genius in its proud and silent struggles after fSune, 
determined her to renounce whatever hopes she might have 
cherished from* appearing before a London audience. 

The biographers of Mrs* Siddons have been at some pains 
to discover the cause of her failure in various supposed mo* 
tives of Garrick. He was ** ungenerous," " insincere," 
^^ jealous, " and, lastly, reluctant that any body should be 
thought capable of discerning theatrical excellence except 
himself; and as Mrs. Siddons 'had been recommended to his 
notice, therefore he would not recognise her merit Nothing 
can be more ridiculous than these various suppositions. 
Garrick, we know, had enough of that feeling which makes 
all men afraid of successful rivalry, and most men ready to 
pbstruct a competitor where they have the power. But what 
bad he to fear from Mrs. Siddons ? She was just commencing^ 
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ier professional life ; he retiring from his own. Besides, Mrs* 
Siddons at twenty could not have been formidable to tbe 
sole monarch of the stage, making the very largest allowance 
that can be claimed for her then powers. The truth is, his 
critical emissary, the Rev. Mr. Bate, after having seen her in 
various characters at Cheltenham, persuaded himself that 
the one in which she was greatest was Rosalind. His fiat, 
thco'efore, stamped her a comic actress, and to comedy she 
was consigned. That she failed, in consequence, to make any 
impression need not be wondered at ; and that she returned 
to the provinces without awakening even a suspicion of the 
mighty powers slumbering within her, is surely as Uttle a 
matter of astonishment, when we reflect that Lady Anne was 
the sole test of their existence. 

Mr. Yates, the manager of the Birmingham theatre, ofiered 
the unsuccessful debutante an engagement, which she imme- 
diately accepted; and, during the summer of 1776, '^ acted 
the first business'' (to use the technical phraseology of the 
Green Room) in the great *^ toy-shop of Europe," as Burke 
feUcitouriy designated Birmingham. There she played with 
Henderson (himself an unsuccessful seeker of metropolitan 
fame), who was so struck with her style of acting, that he 
wrote immediately to Mr. Palmer, the manager of the Bath 
theatre (to which Henderson belonged at the time), urging 
him in the strongest terms to engage her. The Bath stagey 
however, was pre-occupied by a lady who played the same 
cast of characters. Palmer could not, therefore, comply with 
his friend's advice ; but it was not lost upon him, for at Bath 
Mrs. Siddons afterwards made that impression which was the 
herald of her greatness when she returned to the boai'ds of 
Drury Lane in 1 782, and won from others the opinion which 
Henderson was the first to pronounce, — viz. ^^ that she had 
never had an equal, and never would have a superior." 

Her range of characters at the principal provincial theatres 
during this period was tolerably expansive; but those in which 
she was considered to excel, were Euphrasia, Alicia, Rosalind, 
Matilda, and Lady Townley, At Manchester, one of her 
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most applauded parts was Hamlet ; a character she performed 
many years afterwards on the Dublin stage, though she could 
never be prevailed upon to play it in London. 

It was a favourite, and a just, maxim of Frederick of Prussia, 
that accident must first lift a man from the ground; but that, 
once raised, the vigour of his own wing can alone sustain him. 
Mrs. Siddons verified the truth of this maxim. Bath was, 
undoubtedly, a desirable station to her ; for it was then, more 
than now, a select London. But the theatre for some time 
was sufficiendy cod when she played ; and Palmer troubled 
her only on his Thursday nights, when the Cotillon Balls 
carried off every body who could maoe to the rooms, and 
when, consequently,. that eye, which ere long was to fiiscinate 
all ranks and ages, was frequently bent on vacancy. At last 
came Frederick's . ^^ accident" On one of these devoted 
Thursdays, there happened to be in the theatre persons not 
only of consummate taste, but, what is of much more con«« 
sequence in such matters, persons whose taste carried with it 
the authority of station. It was in vain that equal, perhaps 
superior, taste, on foot, had already pronounced her great; 
the taste which rolls in a carriage, and speaks from tided lips, 
is the taste that becomes an oracle : 

<< Let but a lord once own the happy lines. 
How the wit brightens, and the style refines ! " 

This oracle spoke — and fashion, for once, wore her bells 
beneath the casque of Minerva. Every body could then discern 
what nobody had been able to discover till it was discovered for 
him. Even the cotillons languished oa the nights when Mrs. 
Siddons performed ; and dancing was renounced for the plea- 
sure of weeping, sighing, and trembling at the theatre. What a 
triumphant moment must that be, when a mind long conscious 
of the things it can do (as every mind is which can do any 
thing worthy of immortality), finds itself at last fairly entered 
upon the bright path where all its lonely musings of long ne<* 
glected years start into realities ! Such a moment this was to 
Mrs. Siddons. She had gained the only point that true genius 
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desires — • opportanity to deTelope itself. Even bad hers been 
less than it was, and so, incapable of responding to the estimate 
of her judges, still it was a moment the consequences of which 
were most precious to her ; for, so long as the world chooses 
to call us great, we are in possession of all the advantages of 
being great. 

It is not surprising that the fame which now gathered round 
her should have prompted the London managers to make 
proposals for securing her services : but it is surprising that 
the Bath manager should have su£fered her to escape from 
him in the way he did ; for it is stated by one of her bio* 
graphers upon *^ unquestionable authority," that a very in- 
considerable increase of salary would have induced her to 
relinquish all idea of appearing in London again, at least for 
many years. That increase, however, the manager hesitated 
to offer till it was too late. The fact was, seeing herself 
esteemed and followed by the first people at Bath, Mrs. Sid- 
dons had completely acquiesced in her situation there; the 
more so, probably, because of the distaste which her expert* 
ment on the London boards in 1775 had produced* The 
growing demands of her family, however, determined her to 
accept a proposal which would enable her to meet those de* 
mands with more comfort to herself than she could hope to 
do if she declined it. 

When it was finally settled that she should enter into an 
engagement with the manager of Drury Lane (an engagement, 
it is said, mainly resulting fit>m the influence of the late 
Duchess of Devonshire with Sheridan), she invited her friends 
and admirers to her farewell performance on the Bath stage, 
and to receive firom her three reasons for quitting them. The 
night came, and Mrs. Siddons recited a poetical address of 
her own writing, in which she supposes they would feel some 
astonishment at listening to verses the cmnposition of one who 
had hitherto aspired no higher than to <' repeat with decency 
the verses of others ;'' and some curiosity to know what the 
reasons were which she intended to submit to them. At 
length she produced her ^ reasons,"— leading on the stago 
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her three children, -r* and, as she pointed to them, ex- 
claimed: — 

« These are the moles that heave me from your side, 
Where I was rooted — where I could have died! " 

The appeal was irresistible, and the mother and the actress 
were alike gratified. 

On the 10th of October, 1782, Mrs. Siddons made her 
second appearance on the boards of Drury Lane, after an 
interval of seven years; but she had left so litde impression 
behind her, from the characters she performed during the 
season of 1775-6, —* so slight a recollection remained of her 
among play-goers, — * that she now stood before a London au« 
dience under all the circumstances usually attendant upon a 
first appearance. There were no comparisons to institute 
between what she was and what she had become. 
• Isabella, in Southeme's tragedy of that name, was the cha-* 
racter she selected ; and her performance, judging from the 
language of contemporary criticism, was even thus early cast 
in a mould which she never saw reason to alter, during the 
thirty years she continued to represent it« This fulness of 
perfection is the exclusive attribute of genius of the highest 
order. Inferior minds strive to produce complete effects by 
laborious study, and successive improvements : superior ones 
seize at once what they design to do, and execute what they 
design with the same rapidity. It is the flight of the arrow, 
which goes directly to its mark. And any one who has a 
clear remembrance of Mrs. Siddons, will recollect that there 
was a uniformity in her style of personating all her characters^ 
instead of a perpetual effort to strike out new beauties ; the 
natural result of a vivid conception in the first instance, regu-> 
lated afterwards by profound judgment. 

We appeal, for example, to those who saw her play Isabella 
previously to her retirement from the stage, whether the fol- 
lowing passages from a criticism which relates to her perform- 
ance of it on the 10th of October, 1782, are not accurately 
descriptive of her style at a later period : — 



MRS. SIDDONS. 141 

^^ As she came upon the stage with her son, followed by 
Villeroy, her step was considerate and her head declined 
slightly, her eye resting upon her son. The first impression 
having been deeply made by her exterior, the audience was 
soon struck by the melancholy sweetness with which the fol- 
lowing exquisite passage, referring to Biron, came upon the 
ear: — 

' Oh ! I have heard all this ; 
But must no more ; the charmer is no more; 
My buried husband rises in the face 
Of my dear boy, and-chides me for my stay. 
Canst thou forgive me, child ? * 

" And her fair admirers were in tears as she questioned 
her son. No art ever surpassed the perfect cadence of the 
next allusion to him. 

* Sorrow will overtake thy steps too soon -— 
J should not hasten it.* - ^ 

** The passing bitterness of reflection upon her cnm state^ 
produced as it subsided a moral sympathy with others. 

** The interview with Coflnt Baldwin, that chalkt/ sideling 
personage old Packer, was a good deal hurt by his insipid 
manner; but when he cotisents to provide for the child, on 
the condition that his mother never visits him, Mrs. Siddons 
burst forth with the pecular wildness of a mother'i^ impatience; 
and the whole house told her that she was irresistible. 

' What ! take him from me ? — 
No, we must never part ; I live but in my child ! ' 

" On the arrival of the creditors, the answer to the nurse^s 
earnest enquiry, * What will you do. Madam?' 

• Do? Nothing!* 

*• And, on the noise increasing, — 

. • - • 

' Hark ! they are coming. Let the torrent roar j 
It can but overwhelm me in its fall.* 

" .He who reinembers that word nothing (as Laertes ha$ 
it,/ so much more than matter'), and recollects the poditiou 
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her eye»brows assamed, the action of her right arm, and the 
energy of her tone, * Let the torrent roar/ may be assured 
that the greatest of tragedians then stood before him* 

' Now I believe all possible. Tliis ring, 
Hus LITTLE ring, with necromantic force, 
Has raised the ghost of pleasure to my fcan; 
Conjured the sense of honour, and of love. 
Into SUCH shapes,— tliey fright me from myself.* 

<< The diminutive becoming mighty as she gave the word 
little : followed by such shf^pes, spoken with horrors teeming 
in the fancy, made the hearer start with an undefined pertur- 
bation. 

^-— * Biron died, — 
Died to my loss at Candy; there's my ho!R*-* 

Oh do I live to hope that he died there ! ' 

'^ This jealousy of afiection, plunged into circumstances so 
disastrous, even as to a sentiment that dishonours the ruling 
passion, was delivered by Mrs. Siddons, as it was written 
by the author, with pathos that will never be excelled. 

<< I wish it were in the power of the painter to fix every 
change of that living picture upon the canvas! Courtesy while 
she cautiously examined the supposed stranger, — the joy to 
observe no trace of Biron, — the recognition of him, —the 
st^^por that weighed upon her countenance while she sobbed 
out the mysterious communications pi*eviously to his retiring, 
—-the manner in which she occupied the stage during that 
dreadfiil soliloquy, — Biron's return,'— the still more alarm- 
ing exclamations of his wife, till she leaves him in despair ! 

<* Every thing here had a truth of soulf and looJc, and geS" 
turcy to which all that I have ever seen in female art bore no 
comparison whatever. But the laugh, when she plunges 
the dagger into her bosom, seemed to electrify the audience ; 
and, literally, the greater part of the spectators were too ill 
themselves to use their hands in her applause.'^ 

We ask again, could a critic describing Mrs. Siddons' 
Isabella, five and twenty or thirty years afterwards, have 
foiled to dwell upon any one of the points here singled out ? 
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It is unnecessary to add that her success was decisive. The 
public had never before beheld an actress whom Nature had 
so prodigally gifted. She combined all the separate excel- 
lences of her predecessors and contemporaries, and added to 
their common stock her own exclusive endowments. Mrs. 
Yates was majestic, Mrs. Crawford pathetic, Miss Younge 
enthusiastic ; the voice of the first was melodious, that of the 
second harsh, that of the third tremulous. As to features, 
Mrs. Yates was after the antique, but she had little flexibility; 
Mrs. Crawford was even handsome, but the expression of her 
countenance was rather satirical ; of Miss Younge the features 
wanted prominence and relief, and the eye had little colour. In 
their sQrIe of dcting they differed considerably. Mrs. Yates 
studied to be graceful ; Mrs. Crawford was vehement, and 
threw her arms out from side to side, struck her bosom, &c. ; 
Miss Younge had acquired the temperance in action whidi 
Shakspeare recommends, and in every motion was correct 
and refined, delicate and persuasive. Their rival, as we 
ha.ve said, had their separate excellences united, with all that 
they had not. There was no invidious butj to curtail her of 
her full perfections in every requisite that imagination could 
devise. 

Between the 10th and SOth of October, Mrs. Siddons per- 
formed Isabella eight times, and during the season two and 
twenty. Her next character was Euphrasia, in the ponderous 
tragedy of ^^ The Grecian Daughter)" and she displayed, as far as 
Murphy's fi*igid pen afforded her scope, those loftier attributes 
of regal greatness which shone forth so sublimely afterwards 
in her Lady Macbeth, Queen Catharine, and Lady Constance. 
Some surprise, it is said, was expressed upon her entrance 
the first night; for she appeared a perfectly different being 
from herself in Isabella. The settled sorrow that weighed 
down the wife, the presumed widow of Biron, had given place 
to a mental and personal elasticity, obviously capable of effi>rts 
*^ above heroic." Hope seemed to brighten her crest, and 
duQr to nerve her arm. 

To Isabella and Euphrasia succeeded Jane Shore,-— > a cha- 
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racier which, even in her youth, it was impossible she should 
loot so well as many actresses of vastly inferior powers who 
have represented it. The whole bearing of Mrs. Siddons' 
majestic figure, the severe grandeur of her countenance, the 
lofty character of her eye, the imperial tones of her voice,—* 
were all incompatible with our notions of a court wanton, 
whose fascinations lie in far difierent qualities of mind and 
body* But these rare disqualifications, these splendid con- 
tradictions, were soon forgotten in the equally rare and splen- 
did intellectual impersonation of the fallen, miserable, yet 
noble-minded frail one. Warton has justly remarked, in his 
<* Essay on the Writings and Genius of Pope," that the 
answer of the dying penitent, — when her husband asks why 
she fixes her eyes upon him with such an earnest, such a 
piteous look, as if her heart were full of some sad meaning she 
could not speak, — 

*' Forgive me ! — but forgive me I" 

< < 

is *^ pathetic to a high degree; those few words far exceeding 
the most pompous declamations of Cato." How Mrs. Siddons 
used to utter those few words, who can forget ? "I well 
remember," says her biographer, describing her first and 
subsequent performances of the character, ^^ the sobs, the 
shriekSf among the tenderer part of her audiences, and the 
tears which manhood at first struggled to suppress, but at 
length grew, proud of indulging. We then, indeed, knew all 
the LUXURY of grief; but the nerves of many a gentle being 
gave way before the intensity of such appeals ; and fainting 
fits long and frequently alarmed the decorum of the house, 
filled almost to sufibcation." 

Calista, in " The Fair Penitent," was her next display : a 
character which no skill in the performer can redeem from the 
inherent and disgusting depravity stamped upon it by the 
poet. There is not, in the whole range of the acting drama, 
a play more ofiensive to moral feeling and to decency than 
^* The Fair Penitent ;" and there are few things more painful than 
to witness the performance of Calista by an actress whom we 
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wish to believe unpolluted by the atmosphere of a theatre. 
She awakens no sympathy, and ought not to awaken any ; 
but then, on the other hand, she inspires no hatred of vice. 
The only sentiment excited is that of contempt for a bold, 
bad woman, who is more indignant that her guilt is suspected, 
than sorrowful or penitent when it is discovered. The cha« 
racter, however, admits of the representation of passions, dif* 
fering in their origin and intensity from those of the parts in 
which Mrs. Siddons had already appeared; and, upon the 
whole, it was considered not only as the noblest effort of her 
powers, but as an indication from which the judicious critic 
might pi'ophesy of her more concentrated energies in Lady 
Macbeth. 

The unprecedented attraction of Mrs. Siddons was met, on 
tiie part of the proprietors of Drury Lane, with suitable liber- 
ality. Her engagement, as to weekly salary, was upon an 
annual rise from ten pounds. This salary they did not then 
augment ; but they allowed her two benefit nights, and relin- 
quished, on both, the nightly charge, about ninety pounds. 
Her success, too, was seconded by her own prudence. She 
launched into no unnecessary expenses, residing merely in 
respectable lodgings in the Strand, for the convenience of 
being near the theatre; and, animated by tlie best inspiration, — ' 
a mother's feelings for her family, — prepared herself for a life 
of such exertion as mocks the toil of mere manual labour. 
It became, of course, the fashion to know her ; and for once 
Ae fashionable world, in following the fashion, did honour to 
itself. Her door, at this time, saw more carriages daily 
before it than that of any other private residence in London. 

For her first benefit she chose the character of Belvidera ; 
when the demand for boxes was so great, that the proprietors 
paid her the profitable compliment of allowing her the use of 
their own six on the occasion. But it is foreign to the pur- 
pose.of this memoir either to specify minutely, or to examine 
critic^ly, the characters which Mrs. Siddons successively per- 
itonated during her theatrical life. It is enough to record, that 
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fKOin the moment' she appearedi she tiDok possession of the 
throne of tragedy; and that, from the moment she quitted that 
throne^ no one has been found to fill the vacancy. All we 
shall attempt beyond this must be limited to the more pro- 
minent events that distinguished her splendid career, whether 
as regarding the actress or the woman. 

The first of these events wtis the early notice bestowed 
upon her by George III. and hi& illustrious consort. In the 
month of January, 1783, Mrs. Siddons had the honour of 
performing by express command all the characters in which 
she had then appeared, (vi^ Isabella, Euphrasia, Jane Shore,, 
Calista, iand Belvidera,) before his Majesty and the royal family. 
Nor had she become less an object of interest and. curiosity 
among the higher orders of society. A vague and childi^h^ 
if not an impertinent, desire was frequently expressed by some 
of these higher orders to know h&w she acquired the art of 
producing such wonderful effects ;^ as if it were a thing to be 
learned, like the rule of three. They enquired into her modes 
of study, the discipline of her mind; and one lady in par- 
ticular, a titled per$on, was said to have propounded this^ 
knotty question: — " Ptay, Madam,, when you are to prepare 
yourself in a character, what is your primary obj^ect of atten-. 
tion, the superstructure, as it may be called, or the foundation 
of the part?" Mrs. Siddons,. who must have despaired of 
answering the question, contented herself with a simple unaf-. 
fected statement of a fact, which she imagined contained 9 
reply to what the querist intended to ask. " When," sai<| 
die, ^^ a part is first put before me for study, I look it ov^r u% 
a general way, to see if it is in nature; and if it is, I am ^ure. 
it can be played." — As to her mode of study, in her Qp^rt* 
ment, it was silent. It was thus she conceived what cptdd be 
done ; and at rehearsals ascertained the practical effect of her 
conceptions.. Some proof of this alleged mode of study may. 
be found in the circumstance, that though she often fought a 
confirmation of her own judgment in the experience of Ms*. 
Sheridan (the teacher of elocution), it was always done at the: 
theatre ; for there alone, she would say, could she show hin» 
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exactly what it was she meant, or what she intended to do at 
night. 

We have mentioned that the Drury Lane manager allowed 
a secmid benefit night to Mrs. Siddons, on which occasion 
she selected the character of Zkira, in Congreve's *' Mourning 
Bride^" — a tragedy inordinately praised as a whole by a critic 
of the square and mle school (Lord Karnes); and almost as. 
inordinately eulogised by another critic, Dr. Johnson (who 
had no true feeling of poetic sentiment), for a single passage : 
it is hardly necessary to remind the reader that we allude to 
the description of a Gothic cathedral; a description which the 
Doctor, with an extraordinary oblivion of what is to be found- 
in £nglish literature, pronounced to be, if not unequalled, at 
least unexcelled. This second benefit took place in the month 
of March, 178S ; and some notion may be formed of the ex- 
tent to which Mrs. Siddons' attractions had reached, when wa 
mention that it produced the sum of 6502. : for it must be 
remembered that the Drury Lane Theatre of 1783 was not that 
enormous receptacle which it now is. Seven rows of the pit 
were laid into the boxes on the occasion ; and Lady Spencer 
gave ninety guineas for her side box, while Lady Aylesbury 
sent 50/. for an upper box. It is amusing to add, as coin- 
cidentalmostwith these evidences of the position Mrs. Siddons^ 
had taken in public estimation, that a poem entitled the 
**• Tra^ Muse," written by the ingenious author of the " His^ 
tory of Modern Europe" (Russell), was published about this- 
time; and that the writer was gravely rebuked by some pro- 
phetic reviewer, for ** wasting his verse upon excellence that- 
was in its xmixxvejiigitive^ the meteor of the moment !^^ 

The following summary of the characters played by Mrs/ 
Siddons during her first season, and the number of repre- 
sentations given to each, will show the extraordinary exertions: 
she made between the 10th of October and the 5th of June : — 
Isabella, 22 — Jane Shore, 14 -^ Calista, 14 — Belvidera, 
IS T— {Euphrasia, 11 — Zara, S. If to these we add three 
performances in " The Fatal Interview," a tragedy by Hull, 
ii4iich then expired, we have an aggregate of no less thaii> 
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eighty nepr^entatioiis ; aiid the majority of them, firbm the in^ 
tense passions that were to be displayed, of the most ex- 
hausting description.. 

No sooner, however, had Drury Lane closed^ than she left 
London for Dublin, where her brother, John KemUe, was 
then playing, and who had signed an engagement for three 
years with the proprietors of Drury Lane. Her success here 
corresponded>wLth that she had experienced in the metropolis^ 
in spite of. some strong- predilections which the Dublin au* 
dience entertained in favour of Mrs* Ci*awford. It is said she 
carried away about eleven hundred pounds 'from Dublin, and 
at least' seven hundred from Cork. 

It was* on her return from Dublin, towards the latter end 
ef October, 1788^ that she had the honour of an interview 
with Dr. Johnson ; and^ though the particulars are narrated in 
Boswell's inimitable life of that great man, some notice of the 
occurrence ought to be found in^&life of Mrs. Siddons. The 
Doctor's own account is extant in a letter from him to Mrs.. 
Thrale, dated October 27. '^ Mrs. Siddons,'' says he, ^ in 
hec visit to me behaved with great modesty, and left nothing 
behind her to be censured or despised. Neither praise nor 
rabney, the two powerful corrupters of mankind, seem to have 
depraved, her. I shall be glad to see her again. Mrs. Sid- 
dons and I talked of plays ; and she told me her intention of 
exhibiting this winter the characters of Constance, Katharine, 
and Isabella in Shakspeare." 

When she came into the room, there happened to be no 
chair ready for her. ^* Madam, " said Johnson, with a smile^ 
'^ you, who so often occasion a want of seats to other people, 
will the more easily excuse the want of one yourselF.'* He 
enquired with which of Shakspeare's characters she was most 
pleased : upon her answering that she thought the character 
of Queen Katharine, in Henry VIII., the most natural, ^ I 
think so too. Madam," said he; ^^ and whenever you perform i^ 
I will once more hobble out to the theatre myself." (Alas t 
when she did perform it, 6ve years afterwards, that mighty 
mind was no more!) He told her that her ^^ great pre<-^ 
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-decessor, Mrs. Pritchard, was in common life a vulgar idiot, 
who used to talk of tier gownd; but that on the stage, she 
seemed to be inspired by gentility and understanding." 

The next distinctions that awaited her this year, were the 
renewed condescensions of the royal family. Her first per- 
formance of the season (Isabella) was by command of" their 
Majesties; and soon after she was appointed reading pre- 
ceptress to the Princesses. Attentions of the most flattering 
-kind were lavished upon faer/indeed, by all ranks; but in tlie 
midst of it all, she showed that one, at least, ^ df the most 
powerful corrupters c)f mankind** h&d not depraved Tier. 

Hitherto she had left Shakspeare untouched ; and the first 
character she acted was selected, it is said, as affording some 
relief to her frame, really exhausted by the dreadful fatigues 
^e had undergone, vnth no other intermission than was 
idTorded by travelling from place to place. It was that of 
isab^Ha in ** Measure for Measure," which she performed 
November 3d, 1783; and repeated on the 5th, by Roydl 
command, so desirous were their Majesties of seeing her in 
any thing new. Her delineation of it was full of original ge- 
nius, both as to conception and as to execution. Nothing 
could exceed the sublime energy she threw into that fine pas- 
sage commencing: — 

** Could great men thunder 
As Jove himself doefl^ Jove would ne'^r bequiet: 
For every pelting petty officer 
Would use hb'heaven for thunder ; nothing but thunder." 

The manner in which she pronounced the words ^^ nothing 
BUT thunder !" was, to use the prescriptive phrase of thea- 
trical critics, electrical. 

Haying played Mrs. Beverley, in " The Gamester,'' (which 
gave her the first opportunity of acting with her brother, who 
sustained the part of Beverley,) and. established additional 
claims to her power over the heart, in depicting the woes of 
private life, she made her appearance on the 10th -of Decern* 
her, 1783, in the ^aracter of Constance, by Royal .^mmand. 
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(fer performance seems to have divided the opinions of tb^ 
play-going world ; some extolling it, and others^ without ab- 
3plutely decrying it, insinuating comparisons whiph led to the 
jinference (at least were intended to do so), that the creation^ 
pf Otway, Southerne, and Rowe were within her grasp, but 
those of Shdkspeare not Discriminating judges, however, 
!vho divested themselves, difiicult as it sometimes is to do so, 
.of the impressions already produced by her predecessors, and 
who examined her personation of the character by the text of 
Shakspeare only, were satisfied that she had studied him with 
a mind superior to any who had gone before her, so far as 
their own ei^peri^npe warrant^ them in coming to such a 
conclusion^ 

Her next effort boldly challenged diat comparison which is 
sure to invite failure, where it is not sustained by great original 
•poiyers, 3h.e selected for her benefit this season the cha? 
rapter of Lady Randolph ; a jcharacter which Mrs, Crawford 
had not only made her own, as it were, but which she was 
actually playing at iCovent Garden. Mrs. Siddons prudently 
reserved the bpld experiment fpr her benefit night, — an oc? 
jcasion on which performers are allowed, if not almost ex- 
pected^ to put themselves tp strange trials, and when want of 
success does not parry with it any very serious consequences, 

Mrs. Siddons had many advantages in the competition ; 
youth, beauty, a finer figure, more ppwer of ey^, and a voice 
in its whole compass sound and unbreaking. Her declamation, 
too, was more studied, finished* and accurate. She was sure 
to give a better reading of the part; and the only question was, 
what was to balance the storm of passion by i^^ich her great 
rival had surprised itnd subflued a long succession of audiences? 
These, with many others, were among the anxious conjectures 
abd anticipations of Mrs. Sidi^ns^ finends and fdniirers. She 
herself, probably, suffered no anxious conjectures or antici- 
pations to disturb her : for, had she not felt that secret con-f 
fidence which told her what she cotdd do, it is hardly to be 
supposed she would have risked so formidable a comparison ; 
imd in pbediepce to that confidence she made her oWn study 
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idf (be cbaracten There was no imitation;— > still less were 
there any violent contrasts in order to avoid it; — ttie public 
were left to judge between two actresses in the same character 
totally unlike each other; and the result was, they gave the 
preference to Mrs. Siddons, on the solid grounds of mental 
superiority in conception^ and physical superiority in execution. 
Petty cavils, and rooted prejudices, she could fwi expect to 
surmount ; and some of the former she must have viewed only 
with contempt. There were then, as now, long-eared critics, 
who could discover nothing in her extraordinary popularity 
.but a *^ fame borne up by the vapour of fashionable folly." 
There were others, not long-eared, but diseased* with sple- 
netic scurrility, >dio could scrawl and print such trash as the 
following: — " The judicious would as soon see Bendey miii?- 
dering Lear, or kicking up the heels of Alexander the Great. 
iHer head seems to dance upon wires, like that of Punch's 
antic qneen ; though a Gentoo might think it more resenibled 
ibat of the China mandarin in our drawing-rooms.^' A third 
dass of critics were the candid ones, who did not venture to 
decry her, but only cautioned her against trusting to the sta- 
bility of hef renown. They poured these sedative truths into 
her ears: — " The favour of the public is laudable. I wish it 
may be lasting ; but, I hope, without that ingratitude to their 
-did servants which will make their passion for Mrs. Siddons 

• • • 

less valuable, as it will convey a warning to her, that a new 

face niay poissibly eras6 the impression which she has so 

.anxiously studied to form, and so happily made." A kinder 

pen, and a better hearty described her situation in these words^ 

^ She has raised herself and family from the honours of Wol- 

^erhampton to those which a Theatre Koyal^an confer: she 

has established her sway over the passions of all, from the 

.Sovereign to the mechanic ; she sees respect and affluence the 

produce of her genius ; and has a right to be proud." She 

;^a^this right; but that she exercised it meekly is recorded 

in her own language, in the following early effusion ^f her 

gratitude. Mr. Boaden, from whose volumes we borrow it, 

«dbes not state on what occasion it was put forth;; "but it 
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seems to be only a portion of some longer address to tbe 
public: — 

^^ She knows the danger arising from extraordinary and 
unmerited favours ; and will carefully guard against any ap- 
proach of pride, too often their attendant Happy shall she 
esteem herself if, by the utmost assiduity, and constant ex-* 
ertion of her poor abilities, she shall be able^ to lessen, 
though hopeless ever to discharge, the vast debt she owes th^ 
public," 

Drury Lane Theatre, Dec. 17.J78ff. 

One accusation was early made, and to the last by some 
maintained, against Mrs. Siddons, — that of parsimony. It is 
of little moment now to discuss the justice of this charge; 
but it was at least prudent, if she shared any portion of those 
friendly fears that were expressed as to the permanency of 
her attractions, that she should husband carefully for. her 
family the means she was then enabled to command ; and it 
is just possible that what began in prudence continued from, 
habit. At the period we are describing, she was publicly, 
accused ^^ of lingering behind the rest of the congregation, ia 
the gallery of St, Martin's Church, to avoid a present of be*- 
nevolence to the Westminster dispensary." Lingering be« 
bind I An odd way this of managing such an affair. Would 
it not have been much better t^ go out first, along with the 
bulk of the congregation ? By i^uch a contrivance, a person 
who really wished to save half-a^crown, might stand a fair, 
chance of doing so without observation ; but to be the last, 
to linger till the churchwarden's plate was full, and till the 
holder of the plate had nothing to do but to note the chari-^ 
table deeds of the straggling few that brought up the rear, 
was surely the only way to invite observation, and to render 
as conspicuous as possible the solitary meanness. Such 
clumsy detraction, however, did her rising greatness pro-* 
voke; and, in all probability, the more general imputation 
of covetousness was fastened upon her, not so much from any 
real evidence of a sordid disposition, as from the laudable 
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contrast which her prudence aild frugality presented to the 
proverbial prodigality of the profession to which she belonged. 

It was during this year (1784) that Sir Joshua Re3ruo1ds 
painted his celebrated portrait of her as the Tragic Musb ; 
the original of which is now in the splendid collection of the 
Marquis of Westminster, and the duplicate at Dulwich Col» 
lege. The name of the great artist, and the date of the pio* 
ture, were inscribed by him on the hem of the garment; the 
only instance, it is said, of his having affixed them to any 
production of his pencil. When Mrs. Siddons first saw the 
picture in its finished state, she went near to examine tlie 
pattern of thb which appeared to be a curious classic em* 
broidery (at that time much in fashion), and then perceived 
it contained the great painter's name, a circumstance which 
she noticed to Sir Joshua, who was present. ** I could not 
lose the opportunity,'- he replied, <^ of my name going down 
to posterity on the hem of ymr garment." Burke, who in- 
spected the progress of this fine and celebrated work, pro- 
nounced it ^^ the noblest portrait he had ever seen of any age." 

Mrs. Siddons' second season at Drury Lane closed on 
the Idth of May, with a sixth performance of Belvidera. She 
acted fifty*three times between the 8 th of October and her last 
night ; that is, allowing for the Oratorios in Lent, once in 
every three nights of the company's performance. Her range 
of characters was as follows: — Isabella, Belvidera, Lady 
Randolph, Shakspeare's Isabella and Thomson's Sigismunda^ 
Euphrasia, Constance, Jane Shore, the Countess of Salisbury^ 
Zara in ^^ The Mourning Bride," and Calista. 

During the summer recess she acted at Edinburgh eleven 
nights; and the distinction she met with in that capital was 
entitled to be ranked among her most flattering triumphs. 
It had not then, indeed, received from itself the somewhat 
arrogant title of the '^ Modern Athens :" but it was the centre 
of literature and science; and the supporters of the theatre were 
to be found among a class of persons infinitely more polished 
and intelligent than the mixed audiences of London. From 
Edinburgh she went to Dublin and Cork ; but her health. 
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began to feel the eiFects of such incessant labour; and she was 
compelled to relinquish some of the engagements into which 
she had entered, in consequence of severe and even danger* 
ous illness. 

Precluded, thus, from fulfilling her more serious engage^ 
ments with provincial managers, it was hardly to be expected 
she could meet the wishes of her professional brethren, who 
were naturally anxious to secure her attraction for their 
.benefits. Her inability to do this was malignantly repre- 
sented by her enemies as an uawillingness, arising solely from 
considerations of gain; and a playhouse faction was organised 
to harass and insult her upon her return to Drury Lane, 
at the commencement of the season 1784^5. It was alleged 
that she had refused to play, while in Ireland, for an actor of 
the name of Digges (who had suffered a paralytic stroke), 
unless he paid her 50/.; and that she had prevented Mr. 
Brereton from taking a benefit in Dublin, by refusing to act 
for him at all, — a refusal, as it afterwards appeared by the 
acknowledgment of Mr. Brereton himself^ which arose en^ 
tirely from illneks. The justice or injustice of these accuse 
ations mattered little to those by whom they were made and 
persisted in. The object was to raise a clamour that might 
obscure, for a time, the excellence that ofiended them. A 
newspaper war of paragraphs and letters was the prelude to 
the attacks that were to be made upon her personally. Her 
husband, Mr. Siddons, addressed a feeble, ill-conceived letter 
^ppn the subject to the printer of " The Public Advertiser.** 
Mr. Brereton answered it ; and followed up his answer by a 
second letter, when informed that his first was not considered 
sufficiently explicit in vindication of Mrs. Siddons. In this he 
declared, *^ that it was in no respect owing to Mrs. jSiddons that 
he had no benefit in Ireland; but that, on the contrary, in the 
course of a long and dangerous illness, he received proofs of 
friendship from her which he should ever recollect with grati<- 
tude, and which he then avowed with sincere satisfaction." 

Of course the parties who had raised the outcry were not 
to be disappointed of their design,, merely because it happened. 
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Ibat they were in the wrong. If snch persons allowed them^ 
selves to be turned aside by considerations of that kind, there 
woui4 be »xx eo^, at once, to nine tenths of ail clamour, from 
that which hunts down a minister to that which pursues only 
a player. On the evening, therefore, of Mrs. Siddons* first 
appearance for die season (October 5th, 1 784), in the character 
of Mrs. Beverley, when die curtain drew up, she was assailed 
with vociferated cries of <* Off I off I'' mingled with yells, 
faootings, groansf, and aH the other marks of gallery dis^ 
pleasure. She borejt for a tiine mth grace, composure, and 
unaffected dignity, ac^owledging at intervals the applauses 
of the other portions of the audience : but the uproar render-* 
jng it impossible for the play to proceed, her brother, w:ho was 
on the stage with her in the character of Beverley, at length 
led her off. 

This was a signal for a renewed contention between her 
^saiiants and her friends: the former shouting in triumph; 
tlie latter caUing loudly for her re-appearance. Those calls 
gradually increasing, ^nd predominating over the noise of the 
galleries, Mrs. 3iddons came on again alone, and advancing 
with a firm step, a calm countenance, and a. respectful but 
collected carriage, tQ %h^ front, she thus addressed the 
audience :— 

" Ladies and Gentlemen, 
** The kind and flattering partiality which I have uniformly 
experienced in this place, would make the present interruption 
distressing to me indeed, were I in the slightest degree 
conscious of having deserved your censure. I feel no such 
.CONSCIOUSNESS. The stories which have been circulated 
against me are CALUjdNjEiS. , When they shall be proved to 
be true, my aspersers will be justified ; but, dll then, my re- 
spect for the public lea,ds me to be confident that I shall be 

PROTECTED FROM UNMERIT|ED INSULT.^' 

The woman here achieved a triumph as great as had ever 
waited upon the actress. Her enemies were ashamed of. 
their cause; her friends, proud of hers. She retired amid^ 
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deafening plaudits. But the firmness that sustained her whrle 
before the audience, a little failed her when she was in her 
own room. To afford the agitated nerves a short season for 
composure, Mr. King, the manager, requested a few minutes 
Uidulgence ; and the necessity to become somebody else, soon 
nestored her to herself. Finally, her justification was complete, 
when, a few days afterwards, Mr. Digges acknowledged pub- 
licly that, instead of Mrs. SLddons having demanded and re- 
ceived 50/. for acting for his benefit, he " had paid her ne 
money whatever;" but had written a letter to her expressive of 
bis obligations on the occasion. This letter, it seemed, had 
been mislaid or destroyed by Mrs. Siddons, and therefore he 
now repeated those expressions of obligation. 
. If we may be allowed to parody the almost (if not quite) 
Hibernian passage of our great epic poet, that in the Itmest 
deep there is a lower still, we should say, tiiat Mrs. Siddons 
having gained the topmost point of fame already, she this 
season, at one spring, placed herself upon a yet loftier ele- 
vation. We allude to her performance of Lady Macbeth, 
in which character she i^peared for the first time on the 2d 
of Februar}', 1785, when ^< x;riticism, and envy, and rivalry, 
aunk before her." From that hour her dominion over the pas- 
sions was undisputed, her genius pronounced to be at least 
<equal to her art, and Sir Joshua's happy thought of identify- 
ing her person with the Muse of tragedy confirmed by the 
immutable decision of the public. We entirely acquiesce in 
t^e opinion that has been expressed with regard to this mag- 
nificent effort — that " if, since the Eumenides of ^schylus, 
tragic poetry had produced nothing so terrible and sublime 
as the Macbeth of Shakspeare, it may be said with equal truth, 
that since dramatic fiction has been invested with seeming 
reality, nothing superior to the Lady Macbeth of Mrs. Sid- 
dons has been seen." But it would demand an elaborate 
essay to show fully in what consisted the extraordinary ex- 
cellence of this performance ; while, as words cannot describe 
looks, or give the perfect image of living action, much of what 
did constitute it must of necessity be incommunicable. There 
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are many yet isurviving who remember what it was. Wbeir 
riiere sliall be none remaining who can do so, the recollectionr 
of the most perfect exhibition which the stage ever presented, 
— the exhibition of one of Shakspeare's greatest creations in a 
spirit akin to his own mighty conceptions, — will have passed 
away for ever ; and all that mere language can effect will be 
to exhaust itself in vague generalities. From the first night 
of her appearance in this character, down to her retirement 
from the stage, it became her exclusive possession. Not but 
that there were those who attempted to dispute the posses- 
sion ; but the intermediate space was so vast, Mrs. Siddons* 
elevation so unapproachable, that each attempt was soon 
abandoned, Garrick's Lear, or John Kemble's Coriolanus^. 
was not more exclusively made his» than Mrs. Siddons made 
Lady Macbeth hers.* The policy of abstaining so long 
from the performance of such a character was now apparent ; 
for by what new poetic wonder could it be followed ? All 
other force in female character is comparative feebleness on 
the English stage. On the 7th of February, Mrs. Siddons 
repeated her performance bj^ command of their Majesties. It 
seems almost wonderful to add, that, during the same season, 
she delighted the public with a matchless representation of 
Desdemona, and a delicately finished one of Rosalind. Her 
other novelties were Margaret of Anjou, in the " Earl of War- 
wick;*' Zara, in the tragedy of that name ;'Countess of St. VaT- 
lori, in Cumberland's tragedy of <* The Carmelite;" Camilla, iit 
Massinger's "Maid of Honour;'* andElfrida, in Malone's dra* 
matic poem of the same name ; the number of her performances^ 
amounting to seventy-one. Elfrida, it may be remarked, was 
produced in obedience to a wi^h conveyed from the Palace* 
It was much admired in the closet at Buckingham House ; 
and this admiration created a desire to see the gteat preceptress 

* ** Mrs. Siddons," said Lord Byron, « was the heau idAti of acting; Miss 
O'Neill I would not go to see for fear of weakening the impression made by the 
Queen of Tragedians. When I read Lady Macbetli's part I have Mrs. Siddons 
before me ; and imagination even supplies her voice, whose tones were super* 
human, and power over the heart supematvraL'* 
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in the heroine. But though a beautiful poem in many parts, 
it was essentially unfit for representation ; and the'consequence 
was, it was acted only once aifter the 14th April, when their 
Majesties were present at the performance^ 

An injudicious attempt was made to introduce Mrs. Siddons 
in comedy — the more injudicious because wholly unnecessary ; 
as at this time Drury Lane possessed the united attractions of 
Miss Farren and Mrs. Jordan. The characters she played 
were Mrs. Lovemore, in Murphy's ^^ Way to Keep Him ; 
Mrs. Oakley, and Lady Restless, in ^* All in the Wrong ; 
and, we believe, one of two others. 

The flattering attentions paid by George the Third to this 
gi*eat actress were not confined to the public exhibition of her 
talents^ She frequently enjoyed the honour of being with the 
royal family in their retired moments, both at Buckingham 
House and at Windsor. This enabled her to be among the 
first who discerned those symptoms of mental aberration 
which, in the year 1788, called for the solemn attention of the 
legislature ; and the circumstance that confirmed, if it did not 
first awaken, her suspicions was singular. 

His Majesty, on all occasions, had expressed his gracious^ 
disposition to promote the interests of herself and her family ; 
but on one occasion, at the period we are , now speaking oi^ 
he put into her hands a sheet of paper subscribed with . his 
fuif^e merely ; intended, it may be presuiped» to giy^ her the 
opportunity of pledging th^ royal signature to any provision 
of a pecuniary nature which might be most agreeable to her- 
self. This paper, with the discretion that was suited to the 
circumstance, and which was so characteristic of Mrs. Siddons 
herself, she immediately delivered to the Queen.. 

On the !25th of November, 1 788, Mrs. Siddons performed* 
for the first time. Queen Katharine in " Henry the Eighth," 
which was carefully revived by Mn Kenible, now stage- 
manager, who was resolved to introduce those changes in 
scenery, dresses, the properties, &c., which constituted an 
era in the art.. Henry VIIL was, accordingly, produced with 
such splendour and novelty that it became one of the moit> 
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attractive pieces the stage had ever known. And here, as iit 
Lady Macbeth (and, indeed, all her characters), we could 
run riot in quotation, to renew, for a moment, the exquisite 
gratification with which we listened to her noble delivery of 
innumerable passages. But our prescribed limits are rapidly 
narrowing themselves, and a volume might be filled with such 
a theme ! One only observation, therefore, shall be obtruded, 
relating to the last scene in which Katharine appears. A 
Siddons alone could have invested that scene with the intense 
interest which she threw round it Full as it is of Shak<« 
speare's finest touches of tenderness and pathos, and deep as 
are the' emotions which it excites in the reading, it requires 
eiUrdordinary powers in the actress to make its quiet sorro\^ 
reach the hearts of an audience. Mrs. Siddons, however,, 
wrung them to the quick; and silent tears, shed in sympathy 
for a sidk and dying Queen, killed by afflictions too sharp for 
long suffering, were the homage paid to her tfanscendant 
powers. Her whole appearance was a personification of that 
gri0f which digs its victim's grave; yet so resigned, so meek,, 
so gentle, so full of conscious love and hdnomr and virtue, un-^ 
worthily requited f We can vividly recall her languid and 
dejected air, a;nd almost fancy we hear the plaintive sadness of 
her voice as she utteifed the passages in reply to Capucius, who 
entreats her to ^^ take good comfort." All the yet lingering: 
auctions of the unjustly deserted wife, — all the natural 
yearnings of th6 mother's heart for the child she is about to 
le^ve, ' — were distressingly true to nature. 

This season, too, she added Volumnia to her other cha^ 
raters from Shakspeare ; atid, before the close of if, appeared 
as Britanhia. Britannia \ In what? Mallet's *^ Ma^ue of 
Britannia," or Lillo's ^^ Masque of Britannia and Batavia," or 
Mr. Lediard's ^* Opera of Britannia," or, lastly, Sir W< 
Dlivenant's and Inigo Jones's " Masque of Britannia Tri-^ 
umphant" ?-^In none of these; but — in a promenade, concert, 
recitation, supper, and ball, given by the club at Brookes's to 
the ladies, in the Opera House (which Was suitably fitted up 
for the occasion), in celebration of the King's recovery ! It 
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was even so. Mrs. Siddons, dressed as Britannfa^ recited an 
ode written by Merry, of Delia Cruscan notoriety; and when 
she had done, sat down in the exact attitude of Britannia, as 
the lady appears on our copper coin. She even repeated the 
exhibition on her benefit night, after performing Juliet, on the 
11th of May. Surely, nothing but an amiable desire to con- 
tribute her share, in any way she could, towards the general 
fund of rejoicing at an event which she had personal feelings 
to gratify in commemorating, could have induced her to con- 
sent to a piece of mummery, for which any J^urante on the 
stage had sufficient qualifications. 

. In the year 1792, the Drury Lane company played at the 
Opera House, while their theatre was rebuilding; and here, 
on the 26th March, she first delighted the town with her re- 
citation of CoUins's Ode on the Passions. The new theatre, 
however, was completed by the spring of 1794; and on the 
21st of April in that year opened with the tragedy of Macbeth, 
Mr. C. Kemble (then not more than twenty) performing the 
character of Malcolm. . ^* Mrs. Siddons,*' says one of her 
biographers, ^* on this first appearance in the new theatre, 
would have been more than human if she had not exulted* 
It was unquestionably the finest in Europe ; and the conduct 
of it, and its main support, certainly in her own family. As 
to the property itself, I am very sure that they grasped at it 
in imagination. So devoted t6 politics as Mr. Sheridan 
deemed, it might look more than a remote probability that he 
would one day take ofiice with his party, and that a theatre 
and its concerns must be resigned to the more urgent claims 
of (^cial dignity and business. At such a time, a sale might 
take place upon liberal and easy terms, and the influence of 
Mr. Sheridan upon the fashionable world continue a marked 
preference for a theatre of which he had been the proprietor, 
and was still the guardian." If these ivere the hopes of the 
Kemble family, they were destined to disappointment, not 
only then, but afterwards ; for when, in the season 1800-1, 
Mr. Kemble resumed the stage-management (which he had 
relinquished to Mr. Wroughton in disgust some years before). 



MRS. SIDDONS. I6l 

preparatory to a purchase of part of the property^ in con- 
junction with Mrs. Siddons, obstacles presented themselves 
connected with Mr. Sheridan which were found to be Insur- 
mountable. The consequence was» that Mr. Kemble, his 
sister, and his brother, seceded to Covent Garden Theatre; Mr. 
Kemble himself becoming a large proprietor of the concern. 

It has been remarked, that the life of an author is best read 
in his works. McMre emphatically may the same thing be said 
of an actor; taking the characters in which he appears before 
the public as the only portion of his life with which the public 
itself has any thing to do. We have therefore traced, with 
some minuteness, the progress of Mrs. Siddons through the 
principal parts she represented, as the only appropriate record 
of what has associated her name, imperishably, with the glory 
of the British drama. As long as the productions of Shak- 
speare, Otway, Rowe, and Southerne hold their place upon 
the stage, so long will it be remembered that Mrs. Siddons 
was once their Queen Katharine, Queen Constance, Lady 
Macbeth, Isabella, Jane Shore, Calista, and Belvidera. And 
here we would observe, as a striking proof of the^i:/, without 
going into any enquiry as to the coMise^ that the higher species 
of dramatic writing has declined among us, — that, during the 
thirty years the stage possessed such an actress, not a single 
tragedy was produced by contempcurary writers to which even 
her transcendant powers could give vitality. Many indeed 
were written; and in many new characters did she appear 
during that period; but, with the exceptions of ^^ Pizarro'^and 
^ The Stranger," where are they now? Neither ** Pizarro*' nor 
^ The Stranger," however, is called a tragedy ; they are plays 
merely, with a given quantity of tragic incidents. The former, 
which owed much of its unprecedented pc^ularity to the po- 
litical feeling of the day, independently of the extraordinary 
attractions of Kemble in Rolla, Mrs. Siddons in Elvira, and 
Mrs. Jordaa in Cora, has already become the dullest of melo- 
dramatic spectacles, now that the political feeling, together 
with those great performers, are no more. " The Stranger" 
still takes its turn with what are called stock pieces ; and will 
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probably continue to do so^ till a sound manly taste shall teach 
our audiences to distinguish between nature and tawdry sen- 
timent. 

For the last twenty yeiCfs of her professional life, Mrs. Sid- 
dons was like a successful conqueror, who consigns himself to 
comparative mediocrity by subduing all his enemies. So it 
was with her. She had achieved every thing that could .be 
achieved. She left herself no fresh victories to gain, no new! 
laurels to gather. To pursue our simile to a point, where in 
fact it is no simile at all, there was nothing remaining for her 
to do, but to fight her battles again and again; to repeat, 
every season, her principal characters ; and to delight afresh 
those who could never be weary of beholding her in them. 
The remaining portion of this memoir, therefore, will conduct 
the reader from the stage to {H*ivate life —-from the actress to 
the woman ; for there is a natural and laudable curiosity in 
the human mind to know something of the personal character 
of individuals whose public conduct has awakened our admir- 
ation. 

Mrs. Siddons was less taciturn in society than was generally 
imiagined by those who had only infrequent opportunities of 
seeing her. She sang many simple ballads with infinite taste ; 
and, when in a very select circle, introduced a peculiarly dry 
humour into amusing trifles. Joanna Baillie says, ** The e£Pect 
she gave to the comic passages of Shakspeare was the most 
wonderful proof of her genius.^' 

Many exaggerated stories have been related of her stately 
manh^, and theatridd elocution,* when off the stage. It was 
obviously impossible that a woman upon whom .Nature had 
stamped loftiness of mien, could throw it wholly aside, even on 
the' most ordinary occasions ; while some allowance was to be 
made for the habitual assumption of characters that demanded 
solemnity of look, grandeur of action, aiid dignity of voice.. 
Nature and art thus co-operating, and the impulses of art 
beiiig nearly as constant as those of nature^ it was to be ex-^ 
pected that Mrs^ Siddons in a room would be unlike other 
women; added to which, they who had received their, first 
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impressions of her on the stage, would find it very difficult to 
dfiicard them 'altogether when they inet her in .private society* 
Hence the ridiculous anecdotes that' have been circiilateid and 
believed restating her ; ridiculous, because . the major part 
wiere such as could not be true, without leading to the con- 
clusion that she was hersdf weak, vaiA, and ridiculous. • Yet, 
w:e can well believe that such effects as the following were un- 
consciously proddeed by her presence. " Who was it' (I 
think Northcote the painter),' ' says an anonymous writer iii 
one of our periodicals, *^. who said he had seeti a group of 
young ladies of rank. Lady Ftonies and Lady Maries, peeping 
through the half-open door of a room where Mrs. Siddons 
was sitting, with the timidity and curiosity asf if it had been 
some preternatural being, — much more than if it had been 
the Queen? which I can easily believe. I remeifiber that, the 
first time I found myself in the same room with Mrs. Siddons, 
I .was strudkf with a sensation' which made my heart paused 
and rendered me dumb for some minutes; and, when I was 
led.into con versiation' with her, my first words came faltering 
and thick,' -^ whidb never certainly would have been the case 
in presence of the autocratrix of all the Russias : nor was this 
feeling of her power, which was derived firom her association 
with all that was grand, poetical, te'rriblej confined to those 
who had felt isind could appreciate the fiill measure of her en- 
doi/^ments. Every member of that public, whose idol she was, 
from: the .greatest down to the meanest, felt it more or less. 
I. know a poor woman who once went to the house of Mrs. 
Siddons, to be paid by her daughter for some embroidery. 
Mrs. Siddons happened to be in the room ; and the woman, 
perceiving who it 'was, was so overpowered, that she could not 
cotmt her' money, arid scarcely dared to draw her breath, 
f 'And w^n I^ went away,* Ma'am,' added she,^ in describing 
b^I own sensations, * I walked all the way do^ii. the street, 
feeling myself a great deal bigger.' ' This was the same unr 
conscious feeling of the sublime, which qiade Bouchardon say 
that, after reading the Iliad, he fancied himsdf seven feet high; 
It reminds one also of the poor musician, who, when introduced 
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to Mozart, was so overcome by the presence of tliat greatness 
which had so long filled his imagination, that he could not 
eyen lift his eyes fix>m the ground; but stood bowing, and 
stammering out, * Imperial majesty !-^Ah I — Imperial man 

A whimsical illustration of the impression which her regal 
brow, effiilgent eyes, and noble countenance were so well cal- 
culated to produce, is that of a genUeman who was accused of 
being in love with her, because of the enthusiasm with whidi 
he spoke of her. ** In love with Mrs. Siddons?" he ex- 
daimed ; *^ good God i I should as soon think of making love 
to the Archbishop of Canterbury I ** 

She was fond of amusing her leisure hours with an art not 
often cultivated by females, that of statuary* It is supposed 
this predilection had some effect upon the simplicity and gtace 
of her drapery on the stage, and the severity of her attitudes^ 
by directing her attention, as it necessarily would, to the an* 
tique. Some basts, modelled by her, are still preserved at 
Guy's Cliff, the seat of Mrs. Greathead, with whom, it inmy. 
be remembered, she was placed by her parents when about 
fifteen ; but it is not mentioned whether (hey were the pro-> 
dttction of that or of a more mature age. 

She was the mother of five children, three daughters ihd 
two sons : one daughter and one son survived her. Hie 
latter, George John Siddons, is in India; and, we believe, ail 
ofiicer in the military service of the East India Company : the 
former, Cecilia Siddons, had been the constant companion of 
her revered parent for years, and was with her in the last 
dying moments of her dissolution. 

Her second daughter, Maria, sunk into the grave, at Bris- 
tol, on the 6th of October, 1798, the victim of that hopeless 
but flattering disease, consumption; the victim, too, there is 
reason ta believe, of an unfortunate attachment to the late 
Presad^it of the Royal Academy, Sir Thomas Lawrence. 
'^ She was," says Mr. Boaden, ** one of the loveliest beings I 
have ever known. I can hardly bring myself to «Uow^ so' 
mueh — - but she was^ perhaps, more beautiful even than bed 
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toolbar; or rathera perhaps, what the latter would have bee&i 
i^ widi every indulgenoe in her early years, she had possessed 
foil leisure to cultivate her taste, and exercise her fiuicy, with- 
out any of those prodigious exertions which gave her at last 
an appearance of strength and energy not usually charac- 
teristic of English females. The gain is on the side of 
grandeur ; the lasSf of winning gentleness and almost angelic 
sofiaess. To confirm this notion, a very early picture of 
Mrs* Siddons resembles this lamented and excellent young 
lady/' 

Sir Thoma% then Mr. Lawrence, paid his addresses to 
her; but, as is commonly believed, after he had secured 
Aer afiections, he found his own enthralled by those of her 
^er sister. That he struggled to quench this new and 
dangerous passion, will be at once inferred by all who knew 
his high and honourable character ; that he coidd quench it 
will be as quickly doubted, by all who know what the passion 
is: and then remains the qice point of moral obligation^ — 
whether it were more just, when he found (no matter from 
what cause arisii^) that he could not exchange hearts at the 
altar, to. draw back; or» shrouded in hypocrisy, to fulfil the 
^Hitward act and ceremony of a contract, whose essential con- 
ditions he knew were beyond his power to perform? But 
this is not the place (neither Is there occasion if it were) to 
«&cttss a question concerning parties all of whom are now in 
their graves ; and we^ too, ** hasten from the subject." 

In December, 1802, Mrs. Siddons lost her father; and, on 
die SiUi of March foUowin^ her eldest daughter, the progress 
cf whose malady was so rapid that she died before her mother's 
cetum firotn Ireland. Tliis second blow weighed heavily 
upon her spirits. What die felt, indeed, is beautifully and 
pathetically expressed by herself in acorrespcmdence that was 
given to the world under peculiar circumstances. 

<' The fcsUmofiy of the wisdom of idl ages," she observes, 
in one of these letters, '* from the foundation of the world to 
diis day, is childishness and folly, if happiness be any thing 
more than a names ^nd I am assured our own experience 
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will net enable as to refute the opinkm. No — no; it b 
the inhabitant of a better world. Content^ the ofl&pring of 
moderation, is aU we oi^t to Bspke to here : and moderatioa 
will be our best and purest guide to that happiness to which 
she will n^ost assuredly conduct os. If Mr. L. thiidis himsdf 
unfortunate, let him look at me and be sOent. The inscro-^ 
taUe ways of Providence ! Two lovely creatures gone; and 
another is just arrived from school widi all the dazriin^ 
fi^htCul sort of beauty that irradiated the coantmance of 
Maria, and makes me shudder when I look at her. I fed 
myself like poor Niobe, grasping to her bosom the last and 
youngest cf her children ; and, like her, look every moment 
for the vengeful arrow of destruction.'' 

It was about this period that a separation took place be^ 
tween herself and Mr. Siddons. The exact causies of it are 
not known, nor need they be sought. The merits of Mr. 
8iddons as an actor were so diorougfaly obscured by thcf 
blaze of glory which surrounded his wife^ that it was con- 
sidered incompatible with the interests of the iamily to allow 
him to continue on the stage. At one time he purchased inter 
Sadler's Wells v and though for several seasons it turned out 
a profitable speculation, in the aid he retired from it with" 
loss. The same fate attended another undertaking, frob^ 
which he had promised himself great advantages. These' 
things tended, perhaps, to sour his disposition; and, in' 
addition, he is said to have grown, latterly, sdmewhat im- 
patient of the ^^ crown matrimonial,"— -^that is, he was apt to 
consider himself neglected in society, because of the greater 
attractions which centred in his wife. This feeling <^ unhap-» 
pily produced," says Mr. Boaden, <* in a most honourable 
and high-spirited man some inequalities of temper, which 
occasionally seemed harsh to a woman conscious of the most 
unremitting diligence in her exertions, and often endangering 
her health to secure, along with fame to herself, the present 
and future comforts of her family. Some expressions of her 
irritation upon such annoyances have been printed, by the 
person to Whom I have before alluded ; and, at length, Mr; 
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SIddons, after suitable arrangements as to the property^ re- 
tired to Bath. But he retained, at all times, the sincerest 
regard for his incomparable lady, and proved it by the last 
solemn act of his existence." He died at Bath in 1808. ^ 

We can hardly feel surprised to find Mrs. Siddons (thus 
harassed with domestic sorrows) impatient for retirement > 
though still basking in the full sunshine of fame, and com- 
manifing the sources of increasing fortune. But her brother 
had now ^oibarked 23,000/. (10,000^ paid down, and the 
r^naind^ to be %*eceived out of the accumulating profits of 
the iM*operty), in Movent Garden Theatre ; and h^ presence 
diere was vitally important to him. She therefore determined 
to devote herself to his views in life, when her own were all 
closed. In the correspondence to which we have already re- 
ferred, she thus alludes to this d^ermination : — 

'^* Alas ! my dear friend, what have I here ? Yet here, 
eten here^ 1 could be content toliuger still in peace and 
calmness. Ckmtent is all I wish. But I must again. enter 
ii]t6t the bustle of the world. For though fape and fortune 
have gi/ren me all I wish ; yet, while luy prescdic^ and niy 
cKertionB here may be. useful to others, I do opt think ipyself 
•wJd liberty to give myself up to my owa selfish gratifications." 
Again : ^^ I shall leave this place (Banister's)^ on the 4th of 
next month (September, 1803); and will write again as soon 
as I can after I get to town. I shall have a great deal of 
business upon my hands, and upon my head and heart many 
imperious claims. I fiiid it is utter folly in me to think that 
I ami ever to live one day for myself, while the$e various 
claims, dear and tender as they must always be, exist: 
nothing but my brother could have induced n^e again to 
appear in public; but his interest and honour must always 
be most dear to me. 

On the 27th of September, 1803, she appeared at Covent 
Garden, in Isabella; and continued to play all her principal 
characters, till the public discovered that Master Betty (who 
made his first appearance in London the following year) was 
infinitely superior to either herself or her brother. She then 
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-retired from an arena where conqsetition would have dia- 
houoored her^ The dijstenqierr however^ was too violent to 
last Ipng ; though (sertainly* foffT«; liiM^^hQ ddtfimn was about 
as complete as any popular, frenzy, ^e oiu reiii6inber» 

In the winter of lS06-7> M^^- Si^ido^s aod > Sbahspcave 
recovered thfiir usurped autbori^} aaii ».hiMr VDltiiiinia> 
Katharine,, and I^ady Madieth wec^e^ among. JkueB mosti^^kci^ 
did triumphs : but hi the following yttar-(Seplember>80^!ifiO8)» 
the sc^e of them was destroy^, by fire. In littk/more'tfaaa 
Ihree months afterwards, however (Deoembe^Slst^^Lthe'liisst 
stone of a new theatre was laid by his/lat» JM^aityXtheh 
Prince of Walesj; and on the ISlh of Septmiber^ 1609^ the 
present magnificent edifice was opened^ with the tragedy of 
<< Macbeth." But it passed udl dumb showf^ for a tbcntneal 
conflict commenced diat.night, as. memoi:aUd iaidifamalii 
annals as Blenheim or Waterloo in nulitary ones. . Need we 
say, we allude to the 0« P. war ? Beyond this we do xkOtioeAA 
to go. The campaign has its own hiatoriaa^ and twof^oodigr 
octavo volum^ea ^iU inform posl^ity how^. foe stxt^H^evfli^ 
nights, the heroes of the one and two shilling gaUevies^faiq^ 
the battle of the pit and boxes, whose rights wereidokted by 
taxing them without their cpnsent* They who were td hiAve 
paid the tax did not care one straw abottt it: but •they*irhd' 
were never likely to pay it, had too much genuine potriotiani' 
to suffer any such selfish considerations to make them iiK* 
different to the contemplated tyranny. '^ 

Mrs. Siddons opened the new theatre, as we have said^ oiT 
the ISdi of September, 1809; and it was the 24th of April, 
1810, before she repeated Lady Macbeth* In the season of 
1810*1 ], she performed nearly the whole of her characters; 
and never did she display greater dignity and force of mind« 
It would be absurd to say her autumn excited the tears of her 
April, when her Isabella, her Shore, and her Belvidera were 
in their prime ; but her Constance, her Hermione, her Queen 
Katharine, and her Lady Macbeth, were shorn of none of 
their splendour down to their latest repetition. In 1812 she 
retired from the stage, and chose for her farewell part Lady 
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Macbeth, Whidi she peribrmed on the 29th of June in that 
year. The occasion was distinguished by a homage to her 
genius which has tio precedent in dieatrical annals. "When 
the horrible nig^ scene shuts in, a general movement was ob- 
serred in the house «^the remainder of the play was dismissed 
•-^ and' the audience lingehsd only till she delivered her short 
val^ictory address. On that night, therefore, her profesdonal 
life may be stitd to have terminated : for though she came for** 
ward on tW90 or three subsequent occasions, between the years 
18)2 and 18^7, purely to serve the interests of her brother 
Mr;C» Keiikfale, she did ik>t, like some performers, accent 
ci any lihihed engagements afterwards to perform a certain 
numlNn* of characters. We were ourselves present ihe last 
time shif ever appeared upon the stage, when she performed 
Lady Randolph fi^ her brother's benefit. Bat five years had 
sw^iept' aWay the boundaiy between vigour and decrepitude. 
Her vtitce,'her step, her action, all were feeble. Her eye 
<done seemed to have lost nothing of its marvellous expression. 
She was ^ magnificent rtiin, from which, without the lUd of 
memc^, im^gbation cbuld picture forth what the noble ^di* 
fice must hafve been when (k>ihplete in lill its fine proportions. 

In the month <^ April, 1815, she lost her son, Henry Sid-- 
dons, who died at Edinbur^, where he was the manager of 
the theatre. He played one or two jseasons in London ; but 
he inherited no portion of his mother's talents* 

It may be remarked, that on the 8th of June, 1816^ Mrs. 
Siddons consented to play Lady Macbeth, to gratify the late 
Princess Charlotte. Her Royal Highness, however, when the 
night came, was too ill to attend. At first, the managers 
thought of chan^ng the play; but, conceiving the public 
would be greatly disappointed at not seeing Mrs. Siddons, she 
readily complied with their wish, and performed the character. 

After her retirement from the stage, she gave a course of 
public readings fi^om Shakspeare, at the Argyle Rooms, which 
were eagerly attended by the public. It is, perhaps, not too 
much to say, that her reculing of one of Shakspeare's plays 
was a higher, a more complete gratification, and a more 
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astonishing display of her powers, than her performance of 
any single character. Her profound admiration of the pbe^ 
and her deqp insight into his most hidden beauties, made her 
almost a poetess, or at least like a priestess, full of the god of 
her idolatry. There was no got-^up illusion, no soene, nd 
trickeiy of the stage t there needed no sceptfed pall, no 
sweq)ing train, nor any of t^e gorgeous accompaniments of 
tragedy. — She was tragedy I ** Othello," " Hamlet," and 
<* Macbeth" were among the plays which she readoti thi^ 
occasion. ; > 

She also gave public readings of Milton, consisting chiefly 
of passages, from; '* Paradise Lost." We do not remeniber 
whether they formed any part of her course at the Argyle 
Rooms; but when she was in Edinburgh, about the year 
1805, we yvete among the delighted few who heard her read- 
ings from the great Epic bard. 

The latter years of Mrs. Siddons were passed in aflJuence, 
in comparatively good health, in domestic comfort, and in the 
society of those distinguished friends whom time had left her, 
or who successively filled up the chasms which time h^d 
made. She died oh the 8th of June, 1831, at her house in 
Upper Baker Street*, having nearly completed her 76th 
year. Why her remains were not honoured with a ^publid 
funeral in Westminster Abbey, where lie the ashes of many 
less entitled to such posthumous respect, we know not. In- 
stead of : this, however, they were conveyed, on the 16th of 
the same month,^to a vault in Paddington Church. The 
funeral procession consisted of a hearse, drawn by four horses, 
followed by two mournmg coaches and four, containing the 
relations of the deceased ; afterwards fourteen mourning 

• The house, which the genius and industry of Mrs. Siddons enabled her to 
purchase, was fitted up with a plainness that has seldom attended rooms of equal 
grandeur — the tone of the whole house was that of wainscot ; and the Muse of 
Tragedy, instead of " sweeping by in her sceptred pall/'.amused her retirement 
with the simplex mundUus of quaker affluence. In her dining-room hung the 
portrait of her brother John, as Hotspur, on horseback, which the late Sir Frands 
Bourgeois painted, when M.De9eqfaas became possessed of the wonderful sketch 
by Vandyke, now at Dulwich. 
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coaches drawn by two horses, each containing four gentlemen 
belonging to the theatres : two gentlemen's carriages brought 
up the procession. The munber of persons assembled to 
witness the funeral could not be less than 5000. 

On a marble slab before her monument is the following 
text, particularly enjoined by herself,-* 

'< Blessed are the dead which die in tlie Lord." 

Nearly the same inscription is on a mural tablet to her me- 
mory, placed to the left of the altar in the Church of Pad- 
dington, except that the sacred text chosen for the sarcophagus 
is that of — "I know that my Redeemer .liveth." 

Mrs. Siddons'. will ha^ been proved at Doctors' Commons, 
and her personal property sworn under 3£^000/. She leaves 
56O0L five per cent Bank Annuities, to her beloved and truly 
affectionate friend, Miss MarthaWilkinson, a daughter of the 
late Tate WUkmson, Esq. ; likewise some articles of domestic 
furniture* The ink-stand made from a portion of the mul- 
berry tree planted by the immortal Shakspeare (which she 
had bequeathed to her late brother John Philip Kemble), 
apd a pair of gloves worn by the bard himself (which were 
given to her by the late Mrs. Garrick), she leaves to her 
daughter Cecilia and her son George. She leaves to Cecilia 
all her furniture, portraits, trinkets, drawings, books, plate, 
china, carriages, and other moveables, and all the money in 
the house and at the banker's. To Theresa, the wife of her dear 
brother, Charles Kemble, the portrait of her husband, painted 
by Clark. To her beloved sister, Mrs. Frances Twiss, 20L for 
a mourning ring. To her poor sister, Mrs. Ann Hatton (this 
lady, it is believed, is Ann qfSwansea, the author of a variety 
of novels), 20/. per annum for life ; *^ which, in consideration 
of her ill health and forlorn situation, she has many years 
received" from the testatrix. To her inestimable and beloved 
friend Mrs. Charlotte Fitzhugh, a handsome mourning ring. 
She leaves small legacies to her servants. The rest of her 
property she divides, in three equal shares, among her 
daughter Cecilia ; her son George John ; and Harriet, the 
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widow of her tate dof), Henfy Siddons, tof the benefit of their 
children ; but the children are barred all benefit from the will 
of thejr grandmother if they dispute, to the .annoyance of their 
mother, the will made by their father a short time before his 
decease. 

Mrs. Siddons' will was made in 1815, when her brother, 
Mr. J. P. Kemble, and her nephew, Mr. Horace Twiss, were 
appointed executors ; but recently a codicil has been added, 
substituting the name of William Meyrick, Esq., of Bed Lion 
Square, tor that of Mr. Kemble. Hie will was proved by 
Mr. Meyrick only. 



For the foregoing memoir we are indebted to the kindness 
of a literary friend. 
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SIR EDWARD BERRY, BARONET; 

REAR-ADMIRAL OF THE RED ; AND A KKIGHT (XHiMAKDER.OE 
THE MOST HONOURABLE MILITARY ORDER OF THE BAXH. 

This gallant and disdnguisbed o£Scer was the fourth son of 
the late Edwaid Berry, Esquire^ a merchant of London, by 
Elizabeth, daughter of the Rev. Thomas Forster, of Bar- 
badoes, F.R.S. 

He wa^ bom on the 17th of April, 1768; and, having 
ermoed an early predilection for the seanservice, be was iiH 
troduced into the Royal Navy, mider the auspices of Lord 
Mulgrave, on the 5th of February, 1779, when he wanted 
some months of being eleven years of age; and made his first 
voyi^ to the East Indies in the Burford, of 70 guns. Tbi^ 
first re<x>ir4ed circumstance of his professional life was the 
boarding of a French ship of war; for which action he wa^ 
rewarded with a Lieutenant's commission. His subsequent 
conduct in the glorious batde of June L 1794, also obtained 
for htm the approbiMion of his superiors. 

Being First Lieutenant of his Majesty's ship C^tain^ a^ 
Porto Ferrajo, 3ir Hpratio Nelson recommended him for pro- 
motini ibr ^* the masterly style in which he brought that fkis^ 
to bear on the batteries*" 

Early, in J 795, Mn Berry was appointed by Sir Jpbu 
Jervist under whom he had be£pre served» to thi^ Agamemnop, 
of 64; i^nSt commanded by Commodore Nelson, who was 9\ 
that time employed in laying the fi>|]ndation of his future 
fame; and to whose favourable notice he soon recommended 
hiin^f, as may be inferred &Qm tb^ fpllowing passage, which 
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we extract from a letter addressed by that officer to the Com- 
mander-in-chief, May 30. 1796 : — 

** Lieutenant Berry joined me in the Comet ; and I have, 
as far as I have seen, every reason to be satisfied with him, 
both as a gentleman and an officer. I had, a few days ago, 
a plan for taking the French brig of war out of Vado, and 
intrusted the execution of it to him : it miscarried from an 
unforeseen and improbable event; but I was much pleased by 
Mr. Berry's strict attention to my instructions.*' 

Passing over occurrences of minor importance, we shall 
here introduce the contents of a paper written by Commodore 
Nelson, some time after the memorable battle off Cape St. 
Vincent ; on which occasion the subject of this memoir, by 
his extraordinary activity in boarding two of the enemy's 
ships, acquired the honest eulogium of every officer in the 
fleet : — 

'^ A few Remarks relative to myself in the Captain, iii which 
■> Ship my Pendant was flying on the most glorious Va« 
lentine's Day, 1797. 

^* At one, p. M., the Captain having 'passed the sternmost 
of die enemy's ships, which formed their van and part of their 
centre, consisting of 17 sail of the line, — they on the lar- 
board, we on the starboard tack, — the Admiral made the 
signal to tack in succession : but perceiving all the Spanish 
ships to bear up before the wind, evidently with an intuition 
of forming their linej going large, joined their separate di- 
visions, at that time engaged with some of our centre ships, 
or flying from us, — to prevent either of their schemes from 
taking effect, I ordered the ship to be wore ; and passing be- 
tween the Diadem and Excellent, at a quarter past ba^ 
6'clock, was engaged with the headmost, aiid of. course 
leewardmost, of the Spanish division. Tlie ships, which 1 
knew, were the Santissima Trinidada, 126 ; San Josef, 112; 
Salvador del Mundo, J 12; San Nicholas, 80; another first 
rate, and a 74, names unknown. 
- ^ I was immediately joined, and most nobly supported, by 
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the Culloden, Captain Troubridge: the Spanish 'fleet, not 
wishing, I suppose, to have a decisive battle, hauled to the 
wind on the larboard tack, which brought the shipis above 
mentioned to be the leewardmost and sternmost ships in theii^ 
fleet. For near an hour, I believe (but do not pretend to be 
correct as to time), did the CSuUoden and Captain support 
this apparently, but hot really, unequal contest ; when the 
Blenheim, passing between us and the enemy, gave -us a 
respite and sickened the Dons. • 

'* At this time the Salvador del Mundo and Sanysidro 
dropped astern, and were fired into in a masterly style bjr 
the Excellent, Captain CoUingwood, • who compelled the^ 
Sanysidro to hoist English colours ; and I thought' the large 
ship, Salvador del Mundo, had also struck: hnt Captain 
CoUingwood, disdaining the parade of taking possession of a 
vanquished enemy, most giftllantly pushed up wiUic every sail 
set to save his old friend and messmate, who was to i^pear- 
ance in a critical state; the Blenheim being a-heiad, the Cul-' 
loden crippled and astern. The Excellent ranged up- within 
two feet of the San Nicholas, giving a most tremendous fire; 
The San Nicholas luffing up, the San Josef fell on board ber; 
and the Excellent passing on for the Santa Trinidada, the 
Captain resumed her station abreast of them, and dose' alcHig* 
side. At this time the Captain having lost her fore<^top-mast^ 
not a sail, shroud, nor rope left; her wheel shot away, 9nd 
incapable, of further service in the line, or 'in chase; I di-* 
rected Captain Miller to put the helm a-starboard, and^ calU 
ing for the boarders, ordered them to board. ! ' - 

<< The soldiers of the 69th, with an • alacrity whidi will 
ever do them credit, and Lieutenant Pearson of the same 
regiment, were almost the foremost on this service :'^-t the first 
man who jumped into the enemy's mizen chains was Captaia 
Berrt, late my first Lieutenant (Captain Miller was in the 
very act of going also, but I directed him to remain) : he was 
supported from our sprit-sail yard, which hooked in the mizen* 
rigging. A soldier of the 69th regiment having broken the 
upper quarter-gallery window, I jumped in myself, and was 
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feUowed hy others aa flu»t as possible* I found the oabia 
doors fastened, and some Spanish cheers fired their pistols: 
but having broken open the doors, the soldiers fired ; and the 
Spanish Brigadier (Commodore with a distinguishing pen- 
dant) felly as retreating to the quarter-deck. I pushed imme- 
diately onwards for the quarter-deck; where I found Captain 
Berry in possession of the poop, and the Spanish ensign 
haulmg down. I passed with my people and Lieutenant 
Pearson, on the larboard gangway, to the forecastle, where 
I met two or three Spanish officers prisoners to my seamen — 
they delivei*ed me their swords. A fire of pistols, or muskets; 
opening fi?om the Admiral's stem-gallery of the San Jose^ I 
directed the soldiers to fire into her stern; and calling to 
Captain Miller, ordered him to send more men into the San 
Nidbolas, and directed my people, to board the first rate ; 
which was done in an in^tanf^ Captain Berry assisting me 
into the main-chains. At this moment a Spanish officer 
looked over the quarter-deck rail» and said they surrendered. 
Frcm. this most welcome intelligence^ it was not long before I 
was on the quarter-deck, where the Spani^ Captain with a 
bow presented me his sword, and said the Admiral was dyillg 
of his wounds. I asked him, on his honour, if the ship waa 
surrendered ? He declared she was : on which I gave him my 
hand^ ^d desired him to call on his officers and ship's com<^ 
pany, and tell tfa^oi of it ; which he did t^^apd on th^ quarter^* 
deck of a Spanish first rate, extravagant as the story may seem^ 
did I receive the swords of vanquished Spaniards; which^ as I 
received, I gave William Feamey^ one of my bargemen ; who 
fMit them, widi the greatest sangfroid, under his arm. I was 
smn^unded.by Captain Berry, Lieutenant Pearson of the 69th 
fq^ment, John Sykes, John Thomson, Francis Cooke, all old 
Agamemnons, and sevfirai other brave men, senmen and sol- 
diers. -^ Thas &!1 these ships ! '' 

For this heroic conduct. Captain Be^^ry was made a Posfcp 
Captain on the 6th of March, 1797. In the course of the 
same year he appeared at Court with Sir Hor^o Nelium; 
and it ha^ been said ihat after the King had complimsited 



SIR EDWARD B£RRY« 177 

the latter oa account of his exploits, and condoled with him 
on his misfortune in losing a limb at the attack upon Santa 
Cruz, the hero introduced his companion to his Majesty, with 
the remark, " that he had not experienced any great loss, as 
this officer was his right hand ! " 

On the 19th of December following. Captain Berry com- 
missioned the Vanguard, of 74< guns, fitting for the flag of his 
friend Nelson, with whom he soon after returned to the 
Mediterranean station. 

The proceedings of the squadron detached from the fleet 
ofi* Cadiz to watch the armament about to sail from Toulon, 
under General Bonaparte, and which ended in the total de- 
feat of the enemy, on the glorious 1st of August, 1798, are 
well known. We shall, therefore, content ourselves with ob- 
serving, that, notwithstanding the excessive damage which the 
Vanguard received in the Gulf of Lyons, Rear- Admiral Nel- 
son, to whom the charge of the squadron had been confided 
by Earl St. Vincent, determined not to remove his flag from 
that ship ; which was vsoon refitted by the great exertions of 
Captain Berry while at anchor in the Sardinian harbour of 
St. Pietro, whence she again sailed in tolerable order. 

Soon after the termination of the tremendous conflict in 
Aboukir Bay, Captain Berry was sent to the Commander-in- 
chief with the Rear- Admiral's despatches ; from which we 
make the following extract : — ^^ The support and assistance I 
have received from Captain Berry cannot be sufliciently ex- 
pressed. I was wounded in the head, and obliged to be car- 
ried ofi*the deck ; but the service sufiered no loss by that event. 
Captain Berry was fully equal to the important service then 
going on ; and to him I nmst beg leave to refer you for every 
information relative to this victory. He will present you with 
the flag of the second in command, that of the Commander-in- 
chief being burnt in TOrient." 

On his passage down the Mediterranean in the Leander, of 
50 gims, commanded by the late Sir T. B. Thompson, our 
officer had the misfortune to be made prisoner by Le Gene- 
reux, a French 74f. He also received a severe wound in the 
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desperate action which took place on that occasion. The 
enemy, on taking possession of their prize, not on]y plundered 
litke officers and crew of every thing they possessed, but after- 
wards, by their cruelty and neglect, exposed the sick and 
wounded to almost certain death. However, Captains Thomp- 
son and Berry were permitted to return, on their parole of 
honour, to England, where they were received by their coun- 
trymen with great applause. Sir Horatio Nelson^s duplicate 
despatches had, in the mean time, been brought home overland 
by the Hon. Captain Capel ; and honours of every kind were 
decreed to the conquerors of the Nile. Captain Berry was 
knighted by his Sovereign, on the 12th of December, 1798; 
received a gold medal in common with the other officers who 
had shared in the late triumph ; and was presented with the 
freedom of the metropolis in a gold box, value 100 guineas. 
He also received the thanks of the Court-MartiaL held to 
enquire into the circumstances attending the capture of the 
Leander, ^^ for the gallant and active zeal he manifested, by 
giving hi& assistance in the combat." 

In the autumn of 1799, Sir Edward Berry repaired once 
more to the Mediterranean, as Captain of Lord Nelson's flag- 
ship, the Foudroyant; and early in the following year had the 
satisfaction of assisting at the capture of his old opponent, Le 
Gen^reux, and of Le Guiliaume Tell, a French ao, the only 
remaining ship which had escaped from the battle in Aboukir 
Bay. In this conflict, the Foudroyant expended a hundred 
and sixty-two barrels of gunpowder, and two thousand seven 
hundred and forty-nine cannon shot of various sizes. A more 
heroic defence than that made by the Guiliaume Tell k not 
on record. Her colours were kept flying until she bad be- 
come an ungovernable log ; and she sustained a loss of two 
hundred men killed and wounded. The Foudroyant*s loss 
was eight men killed, and sixty-one wounded. During the 
action, Sir Edward Berry, who displayed the same matchless 
intrepidity and able conduct that he had done before in many 
trying situations, was hurt in the foot, but not so much as to 
induce him to quit the deck. Some time afterwards he pre^ 
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sented the ensign of Le 06n£reux to the corporation of Nor- 
wich ; by whom it was suspended in St. Andrew's Hal], with 
an appropriate inscription and trophies. 

In the month of June following. Sir Edward conveyed the 
Queen of Naples, her family and attendants, from Palermo to 
Leghorn ; from which place Lord Nelson proceeded across 
the Continent on his way to England, and the Foudroyant to 
Minorca to refit. Previously to the landing of the above per- 
sonages, her Sicilian Majesty presented Sir Edward with a 
gold box, set with brilliants, and a diamond ring. 

Towards the latter end of the same year, our officer re- 
turned to England in the Princess Charlotte frigate; and 
during the remainder of the war he commanded the Ruby, of 
64 guns, stationed in the North Sea. 

In the summer of 1805, Sir Edward Berry was appointed 
to the command of the Agamemnon, of 64 guns; and sent to 
join Nelson's fleet. On his passage out, he most conspicuously 
evinced his profound knowledge of seamanship. During the^ 
night, he found himself with a single ship, and that very old 
and of very small dimensions for her rate, in the midst of the 
Rochfort squadron, consisting of five sail of the line, two 
frigates, and a brig, off Cape Finisterre. He well knew the 
value to Lord Nelson of every additional ship, uninjured and 
Without delay ; and, by his superior seamanship and skill, he 
contrived to get away from them, and joined Lord Nelson a 
short time before the great battle of Trafalgar : and he had 
the satisfiiction of knowing that his Lordship and the Lords 
of the Admiralty highly commended his conduct on this 
occasion. 

At the battle off Cape Trafalgar (the 21st of October, 1805), 
and its unparalleled victory, which totally frustrated Bona* 
parte's plan for invading England from Boulogne, the Agamem-. 
ncMi was tlie eighth ship of the van column of the British fleet; 
and ISr Edward Berry, as usual, sustained his high and 
bravely earned reputation, under the heroic chief, who fell in 
the arms of glorious Victory, and whose memory will be ever. 
dear to the British navy and the British nation. 

N 2 
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After this memorable events Sir Edward proceeded to the 
West Indies in the same ship, the Agamemnon, and parti- 
cipated in the victory gained by Sir Thomas Duckworth, on 
the 6th of February, 1806, off St. Domingo. On that occa- 
sion, having silenced a 74-gun ship, and caused her to strike 
her colours, he hastened to attack another; when, to his 
great surprise, the first ship re*hoisted her colours, and was 
again captured ; which circumstance caused some unpleasant 
altercation after the action. 

Upon his return home, the Committee of the Patriotic 
Fund at Lloyd's presented Sir Edward with a sword, value 
100 guineas, also with three silver vases, commemorative of 
the three great battles in which he had been engaged. He 
also received two medals from the King; one for the action 
of Trafalgar, and the other for the action of St. Domingo ; 
and^having previously obtained a medal for the action of the 
Nile, he was the only officer of his Majesty's navy who had 
the honour of possessing three medals. At the close of the 
same year he was created a Baronet, by patent, dated Dec. 
12. 1806. 

In the autumn of 181 1, Sir Edward obtained the command 
of the Sceptre, of 74* guns ; from which ship he was removed 
the next year into the Baiileur, of 98 guns ; and again sent 
to the Mediterranean, under Lord Exmouth. 

In December, 1813, Sir Edward was appointed to the 
Royal Sovereign jiucht ; and in the summer of the following 
year, he was in attendance on the allied monarchs, during 
their visit to the fleet, at Spithead. He subsequently com- 
manded the Royal George, another yacht; and on the 2d 
January, 1815, was nominated a K.C.B. At the general 
promotion, August 12. 1819, he obtained one of the vacant 
Colonelcies of Royal Marines; on the 19lh July, 1821, was 
advanced to the rank of Rear- Admiral of the Blue; and sub- 
sequently to that of Rear- Admiral of the Red. 
i^ For several years this distinguished officer had been suf- 
fering under severe illness and extreme debility, the effect of 
paralysis, which rendered him totally incapable of taking upon 
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himself the active duties for which his distinguished talents in 
his profession, and his high character, so eminently qualified 
him. At the restoration of peace, in 1814, he returned to 
Norfolk, and took up his residence at Catton, near Norwich ; 
whence after some years he proceeded to Bath, for the benefit 
of his health. With the same design, the galiaat Baronet 
subsequently made a continental tour ; and lived for some time 
at Pisa, in Italy. The hopes of re-establishing health were 
unhappily not realised ; and he returned to Bath, where he 
expired on the ISth of February, 1831 ; aged sixty-two. 

Sir Edward Berry was remarkable for his coolness and in- 
trepidity in carrying into action his ship, which was at all 
times well disciplined, but without undue severity and co- 
ercion. In private life he was exemplary for strict integrity, 
^d was a sincere friend. 

Sir Edward married, on the 12th of December, 1797, his 
first cousin, Louisa, daughter of the Rev. Samuel Forster, 
D.D., Rector of Shotley, in Sufiblk, who survives him; but 
he died without issue, and the Baronetcy has consequently 
become extinct. 

His funeral, which took place at Bath, was attended by 
upwards of sixty officers of the navy and army, who volun- 
teered to pay this last token of respect to the memory of one 
who had served his country with such distinguish^ honour; 
and the pall was supported by Vice-Admirals Sir Henry 
Bayntun, K. C. B., Sir William Hargood, K* C. B., and 
Richard Dacres, and Rear-Admirals Joseph Fuller, Charles 
Cunningham, and Robert B. Fitzgerald. 

There are several engraved portraits of Sir Edward Berry ; 
two of them are from a miniature by Grimaldi, and another 
was drawn and engraved by Orme. 



The materials for this little memoir have been derived from 
several sources ; but principally from Marshall's Royal Naval 
Biography. 
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No. XIII- 

JOHN MACKIE, M.D. 

However mournful it is to dwell on departed excellence, and 
to record those talents and virtues which are for ever lost to 
us in this world, still there is a melancholy gratification in the 
task; and in the following faithful sketch of a character so 
truly benevolent and amiable as that of Dr. Mackie, we may 
hope to direct the attention of our readers with advantage to 
those habits and pursuits which conduced to make him pass 
above eighty years in the perfect enjoyment of all his faculties, 
and the beautiful serenity of a contented mind. We may 
profit by his experience ; and learn from him, that <* the great 
secrets of human happiness are a good conscience, occupation, 
order, and an anxiety for the happiness of others." 

Dr. John Mackie was born under the same roof as Charles 
the First, in part of the ancient Abbey of Dunfermline, in the 
county of Fife, in the year 1748; and was descended from a 
very ancient Highland family, who possessed the lands of 
Creigh, Spanzedell, and Polrossie, in Sutherland, so far back 
as the year 1427** But the highly gifled subject of this brief 
memoir was not a person who stood in need of this sort of 
illustration, or, indeed, who was desirous of borrowing merit 
from the dead. 

The eldest of fifteen children (his father having been thrice 
married), he was early engaged in the busy scenes of life; 
and his visits to his native city were consequently " few and 

• Donald M'Kie, or M'Kay, the Immediate ancestor of this branch of die 
family, who signalised himself at the battle of Tuttumtarwigb, a. d. 1406> was 
the third, son of Neil, eighth Baron of Farre, in Strathnaver, brother to Angus 
the ancestor of Lord Reay« 
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far between :" yet his name will ever be revered by his towns- 
men, as doing honour to his birth-place; being always con- 
nected with acts of generosity and kindness to all who in any 
way needed his assistance. He never forgot an old familiar 
face; and the Scottish accent was always a passport to his 
heart. 

Being intended at an early age for the medical profession, 
he was placed under the care of Dr. John Stedman, and ac- 
companied him to the University of Edinburgh in 1763. 
Here^ by extraordinary diligence in the pursuit of knowledge, 
and an unusual aptitude for acquiring every sort of information, 
he soon became a favourite pupil in tlie classes of Cullen, 
Monro, Gregory, and Black ; and we have the authority of 
his schoolfellow, the late Sir Henry MoncriefF Wellwood 
(himself one of the most universally respected men of his 
time), for saying, that, both at school and at college, young 
Mackie was the most remarkably popular yotrth he had ever 
known. During one of his vacations, he made a voyage to 
Greenland, to see the only foreign country which was then 
accessible to him. This love of travel was, in later years, 
amply gratified. 

Dr. Mackie first settled in practice at Huntingdon, and 
afterwards at Southampton, where he remained above twenty 
years, although tempted in the course of that period, by strong 
solicitations, to move both to Bath and to London. It fias 
been well observed by Paley, that, if a metropolitan residence 
presents more attractions to a man of talent than a provincial 
town, he is often rewarded for resisting them, by the clos^ 
friendships which local circumstances throw in his way, by a 
greater degree of independence, and by the consciousness of 
being the means of improving the tone of the little circle around 
him. Of these advantages Dr. Mackie was perfectly sensible; 
and he was confirmed in them by a conversation with Dr. 
Baillie, about the year 1 804. On casually complimenting that 
illustrious physician, during a medical consultation, on tJie 
pre-eminence to which he had attained, Dr. Baillie replied, in 
an impressive manner, <^ Dr. Mackie, you are the object of my 

N 4 
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envy : you have a full practice in the country ; you ;^re actively 
employed, without being harassed; you enjoy pure air, the 
society of friends, and intervals of leisure, which / can scarcely 
ever command ; and you talk of retiring from business in a 
few years, whilst / feel that I shall die in harness/'* 

On a calm retrospection of bis life. Dr. Mackie was indeed 
accustomed to consider thi$ as the happiest period of it; for, 
besides the satisfaction of having extended the sphere of his 
practice over an immense surface, being often called into the 
neighbouring counties of Wilts, Dorset, Sussex, Surrey, and 
even beyond Henley-upon-Thames, he had the pleasure of 
knowing that none of his numerous competitors ever spoke of 
him with any other feeling than that of cordial esteem. Few 
men, in the course of a long professional career, have encoun- 
tered less personal enmity, or conciliated more valuable and 
lasting friendships. To him we may apply the words of the 
President of the Royal College of Physicians, speaking of 
Warren, *^ Nemo eo semel usus est medico, quin socium vo- 
li^erit, et amicum." 

,In that quality which ought to be the brightest ornament 
of a British physician — disinterestedness, he was pre-eminent. 
His attention being devoted to the higher objects of his pro- 
fession, he could not stoop to petty gains; and he had so much 
of that liberality which belongs to a truly philosophic mind, 
that he is believed to have refused half as many fees as he 
received^ 

' Few practitioners had a better knowledge of the treatment 
of consumption. Patients in that disease were sent to him 
from the metropolis, and from the northern counties ; and he 
was in frequent correspondence and consultation with the first 
names of the profession — Sir Lucas Pepys, Sir Richard and 
John Jebb, William and John Hunter, Lettsom, Fothergill, 
Pitcairn, Saunders, Denman, Reynolds, Pemberton, Farquhar^ 
Fraser, Baillie, Halford, Knighton, Bain (of London), Andrew 

* Tliis melancholy anticipation was realised. Dr. Baillie having been cut off* 
in the sixty-second year of his age. (See the Eighth Volume of the Annual 
Biography and Obituary'.) 
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Duncan, sen. (of Edinburgh), Percival, the younger (of Dub* 
Hn), Wall (of Oxford), Pennington (of Cambridge), Falconer 
(of Bath), Raitt (of Huntingdon), Moncrieffe (of Bristol), 
Carrick (of Cliflon), Fowler (of Salisbury), Robertson Bar- 
clay (of Cavill), and John Storer (of Nottingham). To all of 
these be was more or less personally known ; but with the 
two latter estimable men he maintained an uninterrupted 
friendship and epistolary intercourse for more than half a 
century. 

Whilst in full business, Dr. Mackie contrived to read a 
great deal, and, as it were, to make time to peruse the most 
remarkable publications of the day ; but this was not done 
without detriment to his eyes, by reading constantly with open 
curtains at earliest dawn, and, afterwards, in the day-time, 
during his rapid journeys in his carriage. We may here 
mention, that his favourite English author was Young, and' 
his favourite Latin classic Horace. An edition of each of 
these writers was always to be found in the pockets of his 
postcbaise. We have sometimes seen there an odd volume 
of Guy Patin, and some of the witty productions of Dr 
Gregory. 

His handwriting, like all his other accomplishments, was 
elegant, and very different from the slovenly scrawl of many 
eminent physicians, who appear to esteem too lightly the 
habit of distinct writing — a habit which, it may be remarked, ' 
not only gives pleasure in the communications of friendship, 
but which may extend lite itself, by promoting accuracy in the 
compounding of medicines. 

Though educated under his maternal uncle, Andrew Do- 
naldson *, whose religious opinions were peculiar; and though 
belonging to a profession which has been too frequently ac- 
cused of a leaning towards scepticism ; it is gratifying to know 
that Dr. Mackie always acknowledged his belief in the divine 
inspiration of the Scriptures, and that he was firmly attached 

* An etching of this extraordinary character exists, though very rare, by Kay, 
in which he is represented with a flowing beard, reading a Hebrew Bible, on a 
bookseller's counter. 
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to the Church' of England. He may be said to have been 
passionately fond of |)ulpit eloquence, — an attentive listener to, 
and more than once in his life a composer of, sermons. Even 
when fully occupied, he was a regular attendant on the ministry 
of his learned rector. Doctor Richard Mant (father of the pre- 
sent Bishop of Down and Connor), constantly and cordially 
co-operating with him in his benevolent exertions for the good 
of his extensive parish of All Saints. With party politics he 
never interfered; and, though a supporter of Mr. Pitt's 
meHsures, during the period of the French i*evolution, he 
always abstained from voting in the memorable election con* 
tests at Southampton. 

In the year 1814, at the conclusion of the general peace. 
Dr. Mackie resolved to obey the judicious precept of Horace, 
*^ solve senescentem ; " and prepared to quit a profession to 
which he had devoted forty of the best years of his life, with 
singular assiduity and success. He left Southampton, not 
without some painful struggles, on the 27th of September ; 
and many will still remember the affecting parting with his 
friends on that day. In walking from his own residence 
above the Bar to the Quay, opposite the Custom-house, where 
he embarked for Havre, on board the Chesterfield, Captain 
Wood, he was detained more than three hours receiving, as 
he went along, the affectionate farewells of his patients, and 
of many inhabitants and visiters, to whom he was before un- 
known.' This scene of melancholy gratification was relieved 
only by a bon mot of Mr. Jekyll, then residing at Paultons : 
" Oh ! Doctor, you are only going to pay a visit to the 
Cydades (sick ladies): we shall soon have you back amongst 
us." The remark was not only humorous, but in some de^ 
gree prophetic; for Dr. Mackie had no sooner arrived in Paris 
than Mrs. Fitzherbert requested his advice ; and a few days 
after he reached Marseilles, Lord Winchelsea called on him 
to desire his attendance on his sister, Mrs. Fielding. With 
both these requests he cheerfully complied ; observing to the 
•last-mentioned nobleman, that when he quitted England he 
meant to leave behind him the practice of physic> but that 
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his leisure and experience should always be at the service of 
his countrymen. Some years aderwards, when on the verge 
of seventy, heedless of fatigue or inconvenience, be made two 
long and arduous journeys in Italy : the one over the Apen- 
nines, by night, from Florence to Bologna, to visit Lord 
Hincbingbroke, the great grandson of his first and earliest 
patron, the Admiralty Lord Sandwich, as he was called ; the 
other from Rome to Naples, through a country at that 
moment infested with robbers, expressly to attend Lady 
Glenbervie, who was dangerously ill. 

But if Dr. Mackie, when abroad, had abundant exercise 
amongst his countrymen for his professional talents, they were 
by no means suffered to lie dormant amongst foreigners. At 
Rome (where he was called, by way of (eminence, ^^ il celebre 
Medico Inglese,") he was consulted by the Queen of Spain, 
the Prince Poniatowski, and Louis Bonaparte * ; at Geneva, 
by the celebrated jurist, Etienne Dumont, and by Mons. De 
Rocca, the second husband of Madame de Stael. 

Let it not be supposed, because we have necessarily intro- 
duced into this memoir the names of a few great and opulent 
individuals, that Dr. Mackie confined bis attention solely to 
them ; for it may be safely stated, that no English physician 
on the Continent held bis talents and knowledge more uni- 
versally at the command of his poorer fellow-countrymen. 
Comparatively speaking, there are but few indigent travellers 
residing in, or passing through, the great cities of Europe* 
Some, however, es{iecially in the seaports, are to be met with ; 
and these, whenever they applied to Dr. Mackie, were sure 
to find relief from his purse^ if they did not derive benefit 
from his prescriptions. 

From many of the French emigrants, to whom, during tb^ 
years 1793, 1794, and 1 795, he bad been kind at Southampton, 
attending their sick beds gratuitously, sending them provisions 
from his kitchen, and emptying bis wardrobe, to supply their 

* Having refused pecuniary remuneration for his attendance, the ex-King 
presented him with two views of Tivoli, by Granet, — an artist since known to the 
British public by his interior of a convent, purchased for George the Fourth. 
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immediate wants, he received the most gratifying civilities 
during his travels in France. It has been too much the cus* 
tom in England to denounce this class of men as heartless and 
ungrateful, forgetting, or unwilling to acknowledge, that series 
of kindnesses which preserved them from starvation and mas* 
sacre. A writer of travels has gone so far as to state, that a glass 
of eau sucrSe WBS the extent of their practical hospitality to 
their English friends. This colouring Dr. Mackie was enabled 
to declare to be false, from his own repeated experience ; and 
he has been heard to say, that gratitude, hospitality, and com- 
plaisance were never more beautifiiUy combined, than in 
the entertainments given to him by M. des Moulins, at Bor- 
deaux ; M. S9evole Cazotte, and M. Auguste de la Tour, at 
Versailles ; M. le Mar6chal de Viomenii, at Paris ; M. le 
Marquis d'Albertas, at Marseilles; and M. de Montblanc 
(well known in the University of Oxford as an able teacher of 
the French and Italian languages. during the revolution), now 
Archbishop of Tours. 

Dr. Mackie passed the greater part of ten years on the 
Continent; sojourning chiefly at Spa, Brussels, Baden, Vichy, 
Tours, Marseilles, Nice, Genoa, Milan, Florence, Rome, 
Venice, Naples, Berne, Geneva, and Vevey* At the latter 
place he printed (for private distribution only) an essay, en- 
titled, ^* A Sketch of a new Theory of Man;'* which was 
immediately translated into French, by M. le Ministre Mon- 
neron, of Oron, in the Canton de Vaud. This little work, to 
those who enjoyed the acquaintance of its author, will always 
remain valuable, as reflecting an image of his mind, and 
reviving his favourite notions in their recollection, together 
with his terse, lucid, and classical method of conveying 
them. 

It is to be lamented, that the subject of our memoir had so 
little of the prevalent passion for authorship, and that he never 
was a candidate for literary fame. During the course of his 
practice, he considered it, indeed, to be his duty to publish 
several remarkable medical cases. One of these, on Tetanus, 
has been transferred to the pages of the Encyclopaedia ; and 
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was lately quoted from the chair of the ProFessor of Medicine 
at the London University. But he could not be prevailed on 
to give to the world a series of Letters on Education, written 
to his son during the first year of his residence at Oxfoi*d; 
nor some observations on Regimen, addressed to a foreign 
physician : the latter subject being one to which he was well 
known to have paid particular attention. 

There is another subject, on which, on his retirement from 
the world, he was recommended by the late Mr. Townsend 
to employ his pen, — namely, the Biography of his contem- 
poraries. For a work of this sort he was admirably qualifiedf 
having a memory stored with anecdote, and having been per* 
sonally known to so many distinguished men. From the 
peculiar advantage of Dr. Stedman's early introductions — from 
his intimacy with the noble families of Hinchingbroke and 
Broadlands, where literary characters used to assemble a| 
certain periods of the year — from his residence at a place of 
fashionable resort, like Southampton — and from bis long 
se^otn' in several of the capitals of Europe — it is not surprising 
that a person of popular manners, and fascinating conversation^ 
living almost to a Nestorian age, and having seen nearly three 
generations, should have formed a veiy numerous acquaint- 
ance. A list now before us shows Dr. Mackie to have been 
known to the following celebrated persons, in addition to 
those eminent men of bis own profession whom we have 
already enumerated: — Hume, Robertson, Blair, Johnson, 
Boswell, Langton, Home Tooke, Antisejanus Scott, Lord 
Buchan, Mark Noble, Basil Montagu, Sir Joseph Banks, 
Omai, Dr. Solander, Captain Cook, Lord Rodney, Howard 
the philanthropist, Sir H. Englefield, the first Earl of Malmes- 
bury. Count Rumford, Lord Gienbervie, Mitford the historian, 
Lord Byron, Tierney, Sheridan, Dugald Stewart, Andrew 
Dalzell, Dr. Wolcot, Archbishop Magee, Bishop Tomline, 
John Eardley Wilmot, J. J. Conybeare, Thomas Bowdler, 
Frederick North, Mrs. Eliz. Carter, Mrs. Piozzi, Mrs. Grant 
of Laggan, Madame d' Albany (widow of the Pretender), 
Madame de Montolieu (authoress of " Caroline de Lichfeld ")> 
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MissL, M..Hawkins> Mrs. Barbauld, J. 6. Le Maistre, De 
Sismondi, Berthollet, Denon, Massena, Maret, Le Chevalier, 
Thorvaldsen, Fabbroni, Akerblad, Acerbe, Simond, Canovaj 
&c. Of these eminent individuals, in his latter days, he used 
to converse with unusual animation ; and it was like lifting up 
the curtain of the past, to hear this venerable octogenarian 
talking of the master-spirits of his time. Nor was there any 
of that moroseness about him, in speaking of by-gone times, 
for which Horace Walpole, and many of the literati of the 
last century, seemed inclined to plead a sort of privilege. 
Miss Hdwkins, in her memoirs, speaks of him as one of the 
most agreeable conversationists she had ever known ; bringing 
to bear on all subjects the resources of a ready, acute, and 
luminous mind. 

On his return from the Continent, Dr. Mackie was applied 
to by Sir Walter Farquhar to take charge of several invalids, 
who were about to repair thither for the sake of health; but 
a feeling consciousness of diminished powers, which none but 
himself perceived, and which is peculiar to men of a strong 
character, induced him to decline some flattering and profit- 
able offers. He fixed on Bath, that delightful cradle of old 
age, as a residence for several winters ; but a severe domestic ca- 
lamity (the premature death of his son-in-law, in 1827)) which 
he felt with all the keen sensibility of youth, brought him to 
Chichester, where he breathed his last, on the 29th of January, 
18S1, after a residence of three years. He was nearly eighty 
when he came to settle at that place. Age had already dim- 
med, though not obscured, the brightness of his faculties, and 
weakened his power, but not his inclination, to do good. Al- 
though he could not, as formerly, attract by the force of his 
eloquence, or inspire gratitude by his skill and tenderness in 
alleviating disease ; yet the charm of natural politeness and 
cheerful piety operated equally on young and old, high and 
low, who were brought within his sphere, and inspired those 
with warm attachment who knew him only in the vale of 
years. His family had the inexpressible pleasure of seeing 
him valued and beloved, at a period when many are thought 
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useless members of society ; thus proving, that neither youth, 
nor vigour, nor eloquence, nor science, nor even usefulness, 
is necessary to conciliate love. Benevolence, a total forget- 
fulness of self, and consideration for others, will invest age 
and infirmity with the powers of pleasing, and will ensure 
happiness to the possessor of such a disposition. Instead of 
the tardy and reluctant services of unwilling attendants, he 
engaged the devoted attention of all who approached him ; 
and, if he often expressed great partiality for the inhabitants 
of Chichester, they returned his affection with every possible- 
mark of kindness and regard. He retained his faculties till 
within a few hours of his decease ; and his death, which was 
without a struggle, cannot be better described than in the 
words of Suetonius : — " Sortitus exitum facilem, et qualem 
semper optaverat; nam fere qaoties audisset eito ac nullo cru* 
ciatu defunctum quempiam, sibi et suis euiocvamav similem (hoc 
enim verbo uti solebat) precabatur.'* His abstemious habits 
and natural activity, joined to a fine constitution, had enabled 
him to enjoy a most extraordinary length of uninterrupted 
health; for, except a slight attack on his lungs, which he 
parried by drinking the goat^s milk at Amubrie, in the High- 
lands, in 1790, he was never confined by sickness to bed forty-* 
eight hours in his life* To his extreme temperance also may 
fairly be attributed, under Providence, much of the comfort 
and tranquillity of his old age; his total freedom from pain or 
irritability ; and the great blessing of preserving his judgment 
unclouded, and his memory unimpaired, to the close of 
life. 

His remains were interred, by his own express desire, in 
the most private manner, in the village church-yard of West 
Hampnett, near Chichester. The mourners were — his son, 
the Rev. John William Mackie; his nephew, the Rev. George 
Porcher, of Oakwood ; and his friend .Dr. Forbes, who had 
watched his gradual decline with unremitting kindness and 
assiduity. The funeral service was performed by the worthy 
Vicar, the Rev. Cecil Greene, who alluded to his loss, 
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in a very feeling manner, in a sermon preached on the sub- 
sequent Sunday. The Rev. Charles Hardy also preached 
a funeral sermon at the Sub-deanery Church in Chichester, 
taking for his text, ^* Let me die the death of the right* 
eons." This sermon was much admired for its simplicity 
and truth. 

Dr. Mackie was married, in 1784, to Dorothea Sophia^ 
eldest daughter of the Rev. John Des Champs (de Marsilly), 
Rector of Pillesden, Dorset, and Chaplain to the Queen of 
Prussia. This lady was allied to some of the most illustrious 
Protestant families in France. Her maternal ancestor, Daniel 
Chamier, the intrepid leader of that virtuous and persecuted 
body, boldly advocated their cause in several interviews with 
Henry the Fourth ; and was subsequently fixed on to draw 
up the famous Edict of Nantes, the revocation of which, in 
the reign of Louis the Fourteenth, was so disastrous to 
France, and so beneficial to England, Holland, and Ger- 
many. Mrs. Mackie was much admired for the brilliancy 
of her wit (which is hereditary in the Chamier family), as 
well as for her other accomplishments; and, having been 
educated chiefly amongst foreigners, became deeply versed 
in French literature. She may be said to have been the first 
to give to her fair countrywomen a picture of Madame de 
S^vign^ in an English dress, by a spirited translation which 
she published in 1802. 

By this marriage, which proved in every respect a most 
happy one, as Mrs. Mackie was not only an afiectionate and 
exemplary wife and mother, but a congenial friend and com- 
panion. Dr. Mackie left one son, now student of Christ 
Church, Oxford, and one daughter, widow of the late 
lamented John Mackie Leslie, Esq. Mrs. Mackie died at 
Vevey, in March, 1819. 

In concluding this slight biographical sketch, we must.be 
permitted one remark on Dr. Mackie's very prepossessing 
personal appearance — on that distinguished air which made 
so striking an impression that he was never forgotten by those 
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who had once seen him. ^* Bonum virum facile crederes^ 
magnum libenter." He was tall, and well made ; and hfis fine 
forehead and regular features were rendered extremely pleasing 
by the benevolence of his smile. To the dignity of the vieille 
Cour he added all the ease of modem manners ; and there 
was something of grace and urbanity in his address, which 
reminded his visitors of Burns's happy expression — 

** In HeaYen itself Vd ask no more 
Than just a Highland wdcome.** 

In his youth, owing to the elegance of his form, he was ad- 
mitted into the " Society of Free and Accepted Masons" before 
the usual age, in order to take a prominent part in a splendid 
procession through the streets of Auld Reekie. In the de« 
cline of life, his venerable aspect excited much admiration 
both at home and abroad. He was a truly beautiful old 
man, preserving his hair, teeth, and colour nearly to the 
age of eighty. " Candiduli dentes, venusti oculi, color suavis, 
et ea quss Euryclea laudat, Ulyssi pedes abluens, lenitudo 
orationis, mollitudo corporis." 

Although dissimilar in features and complexion, he had so 
much of the air and figure of the late amiable Gerard An* 
drewes. Dean of Canterbury (who lives in the recollection of 
most of our readers), that he was often taken for him in the 
streets of London, — particularly as he was in the habit of dress- 
ing in black, and of wearing a turned up or shovel hat : and 
once, in the Dean's own church of St. James's, Dr. Mackie 
created no slight surprise by politely declining to assist at the 
Communion Table, when called upon by one of the persons 
in attendance on a sudden emergency. 

A fine portrait of Dr. Mackie was painted in miniature by 
Engelheart, in 1784; another, by Marchmont Moore, in 1830> 
engraved by Freeman, in the same year ; a drawing in water 
colours, by Slater, in 1808 : nor can we omit, in this catalogue 
of excellent likenesses, a small whole-length sitting figure, in 
terra cotta, by Gahngan of Bath, which was considered by 
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the eritics of the day a masterpiece of classical design and 
execiitioh. 



The greater part of the foregoing memoir has already ap- 
peared in '^ The Gentleman's Magazine;'' but we hare added 
some interesting passages with which we have been &voured 
from an authentic source. 
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No. XIV. 

THE REVEREND ROBERT HALL, D. D. 

For the following brief memoir of this eminent and excellent 
person, of whom Doctor Parr said — ** Mr. Hall has, like 
Bishop Taylor, the eloquence of an orator, the fancy of a poet, 

the acuteness of a schoolman, the profoundness of a philoso- 

» 

pher, and the piety of a saint,*' — we are indebted to the pages 
of the Imperial Magazine. 



The name of Robert Hall is so well known to the Chris- 
tian public, that, even by persons who differ from him in re- 
ligious sentiment, it is rarely mentioned without the respect 
and veneration which unaffected piety and superior talents 
never fail to command. While living, he was followed by the 
plaudits of fame, which he disdained to court; but it was re- 
served for death to teach his friends how sincerely and ex- 
tensively he was beloved, and how deeply and universally his 
loss has been deplored. 

The father of Mr. Hall, whose name also was Robert, was 
an excellent and highly esteemed minister of the Particular 
Baptist Persuasion. During many years he was pastor of a 
congregation at Arnsby, in the county of Leicester; and was 
also a leading man in the Northamptonshire association, being 
venerated, by all who knew him, for his piety, wisdom, and 
amiable spirit. He was the author of a popular little work, 
entitled " A Help to Zion's Travellers," which has passed 
through many editions, and' is still in circulation> Of the late 
Mr. Andrew Fuller he was one of the earliest friends, and 
travelled seventy miles to assist at his ordination. 

o 2 
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His son, the late Rev. Robert Hall, the subject of thb 
memoir, was born at Amsby, the residence of his father, in 
May, 1764; and from bis infancy was trained up under a 
sense of his duty, both to God and to man. Nor were the 
advice and example of bis pious parent bestowed upon him in 
vain. In early life his love of useful knowledge, and his 
facility in acquiring it, gave strong indications of a powerful 
intellect, which, ripening into maturity, fully gratified the most 
sanguine expectations of his friends. As a proof of his pre- 
cocious powers, it has been said, tha^ at the age of nine years, 
he was able to comprehend the acute metaphysical reasoning? 
of the celebrated Jonathan Edwardsj in his profound argu- 
mentative treatises on the ** Freedom of the Human Will, 
and on the Affections.'* 

On leaving the paternal abode, he was placed in the academy 
of the late ingenious Mr. John Ryland, of Northampton ; from 
which place he afterwards removed to the institution esta- 
blished at Bristol for the education of young men intended 
for the ministry, among the Particular Baptists. At this time, 
the management of this seminary was under the care of 
Dr. Caleb Evans, who also officiated as pastor of a respect- 
able congregation adjoining, in Broadmead. Mr. Evans wad 
a man of extensive learning, of fervent piety, of captivating 
eloquence, and of liberal sentiments on disputable points in 
theology. To this gentleman, it is more than probable, th^ 
pupil was indebted for a considerable portion of that catholic 
spirit, and utter freedom from bigotry, which distinguished 
him in after life. 

Between the tutor and the pupil a mental congeniality was 
soon perceptible : this speedily produced mutual attachment ; 
which every circumstance so conspired to augment, that, in 
the estimation of many, the latter was already marked as the 
intended successor of the principal, both in the church and 
the academy. 

The mtnd of Mr. Hall being deeply impressed with the 
importance of eternal things, at the early age of seventeen he 
went forth to call sinners to repentance. His preaching. 
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however, was chiefly confined to villages in the vicinity of his. 
abode $ but in all places he was most cordially received^ as 4 
young man of more than common promise* 

Shortly after this he was removed to King's Cc^ege^ Aber«. 
deen« where he formed an intimacy with his fellow-student, 
Mr. (now Sir James) Mackintosh ; who, though somewhat 
younger thasi himself, took great delight in classical literature. 
During his residence at Aberdeen, which was nearly four 
years, Mr. Hall regularly attended the lectures of the learned 
Dr. GeorgeCampbell, Professor of Theology and {Ecclesiastical 
History at Marischal College. At intervals, however, and 
especially in the vacations, he exercised his preaching.talents, 
as we learn from the diary of his friend Mr. Fuller, who, 
under the date of May, 1784, has made the followkig entry: 
— ** Heard Mr. Robert Hall, jun. from < He that increaseth 
knowledge increaseth sorrow.' Felt very solemn on hearing 
some parts. O that I could keep more near to God ! How 
good it is to draw near to him !" 

On leaving the college, Mr. Hall took his degree as Master* 
of Arts, and soon after repaired to Bristol, where he became 
an assistant to Dr. Evans in the academy, and his coadjutor 
tti the ministry. In this city he was exceedingly followed and 
admired, by a multitude of highly respectable hearers. ** I 
well remember,'' says an eye-witness, ^* to have seen, oftener 
than once, the meeting crowded to excess ; and, among the 
hearers, many learned divines, and even dignitaries, of the 
Established Church." 

But in the midst of this popularity a dark cloud arose 
which spread a gloom over the congregation, and threatened 
to deprive the Christian world of one of its brightest orna- 
ments. Some alarming symptoms of an intellectual nature 
appeared, in consequence of which he was removed to his 
friends, in Leieesterdhire ; where, by judicious treatment, the 
malady was subdued^ and his great and noble mind regained 
its perfect liberty and former power. 

About the time that Mr. Hall laboured under this severe 
aJB9iction, Dr. Evans died ; but his assistant and friend beings 

OS i 
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unable to become bis snceesgor, tbe trustees aud congr^atiorr ' 
^cted tbe younger Mr. Ryland, wbo^ aecepting the pastoral 
charge, eontinued with them until his deaths when, in 1826^ 
be was succeeded by Mr. HalL 

On recovering from his affliction^ and finding that his pros- 
pects in Bristol had been defeated, Mr. Hall visited Cam- 
bridge, in tbe autumn of 1790, and preached as a candidate 
for the pastoi*al office of the Baptist efaui^ch in that dty ; and 
gaining the approbation of his hearers, be was chosen pastor 
early in the ensuing year. The letter of invitation from the 
church to Mr, Hall was published in a pamphlet, written by 
Mr. Nash,, of Royston, entitled '^ Animadversions on Mr. 
Burke's Reflections cm tbe French Revolution^'' 
: It is well known that^ prior to this. time, the Baptist church 
in Cambridge bad been under the pastoral superintendence of 
the celebrated Robert Robinson, who has been generally 
thought to have degenerated into Sociuianiam. Many in the 
congregation, therefore, were not prqmred to hear the doc- 
trine advanced by Mr. Hall, nor disposed to receive it. Thia 
circumstance will readily account for the following incidental 
occurrencer 

The first sermon Mr. Hall preached at Cambridge, after 
he became a settled pastor, was in confirmi^n of the doctrine 
of the atonement Immediately after tbe servie^ one of the 
eopgregation^ who had followed poor Mr. Robinson throng 
all his chaiq^ of sentiment, until he was hovering over the 
very undefinable barrier which separates tbe colder SociniaiH 
ism from ihfidelily, went into the vestry, and aaid» ^^ Mr. H^dl, 
Ibis preaching won't do {or us ; it will only suit a congregation 
of old women !" ^ Do you mean my sermon, Sir, or the 
doctrine ?" " Your doctrine.** " Why is it that the doctrine 
will ojily do for old women?" ^' Because it may suit the 
musings of people tottering upon the brink of the grave." 
*^ Thank you. Sir, for your concessi(»DS. The doctrine will 
not suit people of any age if it is not true ; and if it be true, 
it is equally important at every age. So that you will hear it 
again, if you bear me." 
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But, wliatever might have been the opinion of the individual 
noticed in the preceding pari^raph, by persons of more diih 
cernment Mr. Hatl's doctrines were most cordially received. 
In a general view, indeed, he found die diurch in a torpid 
state. Many had left their first love ; and, although they had 
a name to live, it was too evident that the form of godliness 
was not accompanied with its power. 

Hie important truths of the Oospel, however, which they 
bad not been accustomed to hear, were now again brought 
before them; so that many who had hitherto considered 
morality as the all in all of Christianity, soon began to see 
that Divine revdation ts something more than a system of 
ethics. Through the luminous appeals made by Mr. Hall to 
the volume of inspiration, they were induced to believe that 
the doctrine of the atonement is not a figurative expression^ 
but a vital prindple, without which an outward conformity of 
morals to any given rules can be of no account in the sight 
of God» The change which followed this mode ci preaching, 
and these doctrines, was soon apparent; and the young pastor 
was not ungrateful that his labours had been thus owned and 
blessed by the great Head of the church. 

Mr. Hall continued in Cambridge from 1791 until the 
year 1806, when a severe personal malady compelled him for 
a season to relinquish the pasfanral office. This was attended 
with citxsumstances of peculiar sorrow* During the years of 
bis Jtainistry in Cambridge^ he had seen the church committed 
to tus care raised, from a state of comparative death, to health 
and vigour, and manifosttng all the indications of fenovated 
Ufo* The members had increased both in numbers and in 
piety, and the congregation had assumed an aq)ect of respect-* 
ability and seriousness, which furnished decbive evidence that 
the Word had not been preached to them in vain. But in the 
midst of this usefulness he was torn from an afiectionate 
people, under circumstances which rendered it somewhat 
doubtful if he would ever be able to resume his pastoral 
labours. Under this conviction, another minister was chosen ; 
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sb that Mr. Hall, on hi$ recovery, foand his pulpit already 
occupied. 

He was not, however, left long without employment. The 
Baptist church in Leicester being in want of a minister, Mr. 
Hall was requested to fill the office ; and, after due deliber* 
ation, he accepted the invitation. Here also, on his arrival^ 
he found the church in a languid condition. The chiqael 
would not contain more than about three hundred persons ; 
but even this number did not attend : the members were poor, 
and tlie congregations scanty. His preaching, however, soon 
created a considerable stir. Many, attracted by his doctrines, 
and others allured by his eloquence, were induced to attend 
his ministry ; so that very shortly the building was found to 
be too contracted to accommodate the crowds that attended. 
An enlargement of its dimensions speedily took place ; but this 
was soon fonnd insufficient, and another addition was made : 
but even this was so inadequate that a third became necessary ; 
and it was again enlarged, so as to seat about eleven hundred 
persons, and. the members increased in due proportion. 

Mr. Hall had not been long settled in Leicester, before he 
became acquainted with the Rev. Mr. T. Robinson, well 
known as the author of a celebrated work, entided ^< Scripture 
Characters," and then Vicar of St. Mary's. Between these 
individuals the acquuntance soon ripened into a genuine and 
permanent friendship, which death alone was able to dissolve. 
On die great and leading truths of Christianity their views 
were similar ; in sentiment, both were liberal ; and possessing 
talents of a superior order, no difference of opinion on mimMr 
points was ever suffered to disturb their subsisting harmony. 
The euloginm which Mr. Hall passed on the character of his 
deceased friend at the Auxiliary Bible Society in Leicester, 
shortly after his death, is at once a masterpiece of eloquence 
in itself, and a faithful portrait of departed worth. 

Mr. Hall j having remained in Leicester about twenty years, 
received, on the death of Dr. Ryland, in Bristol, in 1825, an 
invitatioiv to succeed him in his pastoral charge, and in the 
presidency of the academy. This occasioned a severe struggle 
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in his own mincl, and was a subject of much emotion among 
the members of his church, who had enjoyed his ministry for 
so long a period. A sense, however, of public duty at length 
prevailed over all private considerations; and in the month of 
March, 1826, he took his departure from Leicester, and fixed 
bis abode in Bristol. Here he continued to discharge the 
duties of his official situation until death terminated his career 
of usefulness, and snatched him from a multitude of friends, 
by whom he was sincerely beloved, leaving them to lament a 
loss which cannot easily be repaired. 

Of Mr. Hall's illness, death, funeral, and general character, 
the following extracts will furnish a faithful delineation. In 
the Bristol papers the solemn event is thus announced : — 

<*It is our melancholy duty to announce the decease of die 
above able, pious, and distinguished minister of the Baptist 
congregation in this city. Mr. Hall had been long a sufferer 
from illness, but continued his pastoral duties until a fortnight 
since. On the 10th of February, he experienced an attack of 
the disorder to which he had been long subject, just before 
the commencement of a service at Broadmead, in which he 
was that evening to have engaged. His disorder continued 
to increase ; and after great suffering, borne with exemplary 
patience, and in full confidence in the atoning merits of our 
Saviour, he expired on Monday, the 21st of February, 1851, 
at four p« k., in the 67th year of his age, at his residence in 
Ashley Place. 

<^ His name stood prominent as one of the -first pulpit 
orators of the day : his oratory was not loud, forcible, and 
overpowering, like some distinguished individuals, whose 
powers have been compared to the thunder of cataracts ; but 
it was soft, mellifluous, rich, deep, and fluent, as the flowing 
of a mighty river ; — to this he added an earnestness and fer- 
vency which impressed his audience with the sincerity of his 
belief. We do not understand that he ever published any 
series of sermons ; but those detached ones that lie did pub* 
list), only added to the regret that he had not more fully com- 
mitted to the press his valuable disccoirses. 
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*' WhUe residing ai Cambridge he became known to, and 
admired by, some of the most distinguished sdiolars of the 
age.*^ From this celebrated seat of learning he. went to Lei- 
cester ; and from Leicester he was called, by the congregation 
of Baptists in Bristol, to succeed tlie late Dr. Ryland, at 
Broadmead, in 1826. How well he fulfilled his arduous 
duties, the afiection and sympathy of his flock are the best 
evidence. Mr. Hall has left a widow, one son, and three 
daughters. His death, to them, and to his numerous ad- 
mirers and friends, is a great and irreparable loss, but to him- 
self gain unspeakable ; by it he, no doubt, exchanges a state 
of. pain and suffering for one of unbounded bliss.'' -~ Bristol 
Gazette^ February 24. 13S1. 

** Death is an event of such ordinary occurrence, that it 
produces & deep impression on die public mind only in those 
rare instances in which the departed individual was rendered 
a conspicuous or important portion of human socieQr — as the 
possessor of uncommon qualities, or the instrument of ex- 
tensive effects. That such an individual existed in the late 
Ilobert Hall, none who were acquainted widi his diaracter, 
bis ministry, or his wiritings, will fer a momept question. To 
ccHisign in silence to the weekly record of death the sudden 
removal from our world of a man so prominent in whatever 
has the strongest claim on intellectual, moral, or religious Ad-, 
miration, would leave a degree of reproach on thi^t city which 
has been blessed and honoured by his presence during the 
last five years of his valuable life. By this melancholy enrent, 
a star of the first magnitude and splendour has been eclipsed ; 
and death has sddom claimed a richer ^oiL 

« To speak of this incomparable man in knguage propoi> 



'P \t may not* perhapg, be generally known, tint Dr. Barrington, Bishop of 
Durhaoiy offered Dr. Hall high preferment in the church, if he would be ordained 
in it ; but this flattering offer be, from conscientious motives, declined. To the 
pceceding act of rigorous adherence to purity of principle may be added the foU 
lowing ipstanfoe of hif genuine modesty. In September, 1617, the honorary 
dei^ree of D. D. was conferred on him, unsolicited, by Marischal College, Aber« 
deeh. But such was his humility, that the few friends who were aware of the 
circumstance could nenrer perauade him to assume the title* 
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tioned to his merity is far bejond the pretension of this hasty 
memorial : his just eulogy wooid require an eloquence like 
that which his generous spirit has so often displayed at the> 
grave of d^arted eloquence; like that with which he has 
represented the feelings of the nation on the death of the 
Princess Charlotte— the feelings of Leicester cm the death of 
Mr. Robinson — or those of Bristol on that of Dr. Ryland ; 
an eloquence like that whio^ has so long charmed into ad- 
miring attention the thousands who hung upon his lips. The 
tones of that hallowed oratory haunt us at this moment witk 
a mental echo that will not soon die away ; — but, alas i the 
living voice, or another like it, will be heard no more ! 

'^ In the sublime and boundless themes of religious con-r 
templation« this sacred orator, this Christian Demosthenes, 
triumphed, as in an element oongenifd with the amplitude 
and grandeur of his mind. His preaching was as far superior, 
in magnificence of thought and expression, to ordinary preach* 
ing, as the *^ Paradise Lost" is superior to other poetry. It was. 
If such an image may be allowedy like harmony poured forth 
by a harp of a thousand strings. But he has himself un- 
consciously portrayed it, in his exquisite remarks on the 
preaching of Mr. Robinson : — 

^ < You have .most of you witnessed his pulpit exertions, 
on that jspot where he was accustomed to retain a listening 
throng, awed, p^jcietrated, delighted, and instructed, by his 
manly unaffected eloquence. .Who ever heard him without 
feeling H persuasion .that it was the man of God who addressed 
him ; or without being struck by the perspicuity of his state-* 
ments, the solidity of his thoughts, or the rich unction of hia 
spirit? It was the harp of David, which, touched by his 
powerful hand, sent forth more than mortal sounds, and pro-i 
duced an impression far more deep and permanent than the 
thunder of Demosthenes, or the splendid conflagrations of 
Cicero ! ' 

^^ The energies of this great spirit were concentrated in- 
devotion, consecrated, through a long course of years, to the 
religious benefit of man, and the glory of a redeeming God.- 
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The intellectual sublimity and beauty of his mind were iii 
perfect harmony with the moral elevation and spiritual grace 
of his diaracten The singular humility of his he^rt, the 
remarkable modesty and affiibility of his deportment, pre- 
sented an affecting contrast to the splendour of his genius : 
his conscientious and unearthly indifference to fame or emolu- 
ment was rendered the more striking by his ability to com* 
mand them, had he wished, with his tongue and with his pen. 

'^ Combining the intellect of a Paschal with the oratory 
of a Massiilon, he retained through life a transparent simplicity 
and sincerity, as great as the wonders of his reason and elo*> 
quence ; while his endowments were embalmed and crowned 
by a seraphic piety. But praise is useless here ; * his praise 
is in all the churches :' so long as genius, hallowed and sub-* 
limed by devotion, shall command veneration, the name of 
Robert Hall will be remembered among the brightest ex- 
amples of sainted talent. And, above all, < his record is on 
high :' he has passed from a state of protracted suffering into 
that glory to which he had long and fervently aspired, and 
which he had often portrayed with the vividness of one who 
had caught an anticipating glimpse of the beatific vision," — - 
Farlet/s Bristol Journal, 

Among the 'many sketches of this excellent man that 
have been already given by different persons, the following 
briei^ but characteristic, touches ought not to be omitted^ 
They were taken down as delivered by the Rev. H. Melville, 
of Camden Chapel, Camberwell, on February 27th, 168 1 :— » 
*' i cannot refer you to a better antidote against infidelity 
than to a sermon on modem infidelity by the Rev. Robert 
Hall. If majesty of composition-— closeness of argument—^ 
flow of eloquence — but, above all, fervour of piety, can de» 
i%ht you, you will find them all united in that great com*^ 
position. Perhaps this is the greatest work which has been 
left us by this gifted man, who has, within the past week^ 
entered into that rest for which he had so long sighed. 

" Though the living voice be for ever hushed in the silence 
of the tomb, yet shall this sermon remain, to after ages, an im* 
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pregnable barrier against all the assaults of infidelity. Tliough 
a minister of a sect from which we, as members of an apos- 
tolic church, widely diflPer, he was a prime master of divinity. 
His oratory was the oratory of thought He carried his 
auditory with resistless energy before him, one idea not de- 
parting till a greater and lofiier filled its room.'' 

The funeral of the Rev. R. Hall took place on Wednesday, 
the Sd of March. About half-past eleven o'clock the pro-^ 
cession left Ashley Place ; and, on its arrival at the Baptist 
Seminary, it was joined by the students, the Dissenting and 
Wesleyan ministers of Bristol and its neighbourhood, and 
the congregation and friends of the deceased, lie procession, 
which now amounted to several hundreds, proceeded to 
Broadmead. On arriving at the chapel, the body was placed 
at the upper end of the centre aisle, immediately under the 
pulpit. As soon as the persons composing the congr^ation 
had seated themselves, the funeral service was commenced by 
singing the 90th Psalm — ** O God ! our help in ages past.'* 
The Rev. Mr. Anderson then ascended the pulpit; and, having 
read a part of the 1 5th chapter of St. Paul's First Epistle to 
the Corinthians, he offered up a most solemn and impressive 
prayer. The 17th hymn of the 1st Book of Dr. Watts's 
Collection having been sung, the Rev. Mr. Crisp delivered 
an affecting funeral oration ; at the conclusion of which the 
body was removed from the chapel, and deposited 4n a vault 
behind the pulpit with that of the late Dr. Ryland. The 
Rev. W. Thorpe concluded the service by prayer. Not- 
withstanding the unfavourable state of the weather, the c|iapel 
was in some places crowded to excess; the galleries were 
filled with ladies attired in deep mourning. The chapel was 
rendered peculiarly mournful on this solemn occasion, by the 
frontage of the galleries and the pulpit being hang with black 
cloth. The respect and esteem in which the worthy pastor 
was held by his congregation were fully apparent in every 
countenance ; and his memory will be long and affectionately 
cherished by his beloved flock. 

The funeral sermon was preached at Broadmead by the 
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{lev. J. Hughes, of Battersea, from Job xiv. 14. on Sunday 
morning, March 6th, to a crowded congr^ation. It is un«- 
necessary to add, that it was a very suitable, chaste, and de- 
scriptive discourse^ As an evidence of the high esteem in 
which Mr. Hall was held, and that his removal is considered 
a public loss, we understand that the pulpits of other chapels 
were covered with black cloth ; and know that discourses suit- 
able to the occasion were delivered to commemorate his 
worth. The immediate cause of Mr. Hall's death was a 
disease of the heart The post mortem examination, it is said, 
did npt disclose the cause of the excruciating pain that he 
was accustomed to endure in his back, when in an erect 
position. A calculus was found in the kidney. 

That Mr. Hall's death was in perfect unison with his life, 
the following brief memorial of his last motnents will fully 
attest : — ^^ He lingered until four o'clock on Monday after- 
noon, when he uttered these words, ' I have a desire to de- 
part, and to be with Christ. Come, Lord Jesus; come 
quickly.' In a few minutes his prayer was answered, and he 
was admitted into the immediate presence of that adorable 
Saviour, whom, having loved and faithfully served, he longed 
to behold face to face." 

For many valuable and interesting observations, incorpo- 
rated in this narrative, we have to acknowledge our obligations 
to Dr. Gregory, of Woolwich, who, for niany years, was an 
Intimate friend of the deceased. A memoir, published in' the 
Imperial Magazine for December, 1827, has also furnished 
an outline of Mr. Hall's early life. For a still more consider- 
able portion, however, of the information embodied in this 
biographical sketch, respecting Mr. Hall's residence in Brish 
tol, his death, funeral solemnities, the attachment of his nume- 
rous friends, and the delineation of his character, we are 
indebted to the author of the following letter, in which the 
writer^s own views and feelings are more particularly portrayed* 
. '* Mr. Hall was truly a liberal man; and he rejoiced greatly 
at the diffusion of truth and knowledge. But his liberality 
was not of that false kind, friend as he was to the liberty of 
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the press, that coiild lead him ta look on its a&lue with un- 
concern, or to regard the efforts that were lately so daringly 
made to diffuse blasphemy with any other feelings than those 
of indignation. In his opinion, men being, as they naturally 
are, fallen and depraved, and ^^ loving darkness rather than 
light," these attempts were as much an abuse of Christian 
liberty as they were dangerous to the people and offensive 
unto God — ^^ a crime which no state should tolerate/' But 
tyranny and intolerance, the twin sisters of misrule, had never 
a more determined opponent; iu>r liberty. Christian, well* 
defined liberty, a more ardent fitend. Of Christianity, Mr, H.. 
confidently believed, that — * 

' * Where she tame, 
There Areedom came ; where she dwelt, there freedom dwelt ; 
Ruled where she ruled, expired where she expired I ' 

'* That be regarded the. Scriptures as the commmi property 
of mankind, and had learned from them to blend decision of 
character with that charity which seeks to throw oil on. the 
troubled waters of strife, and to bring good men nearer to- 
gether, his own recorded opinion will prove : this, and much 
more, your readers will infer for themselves. 

<< To the Christian kindness, the condescension, and the 
a£Bibilily c£ Mf • Hall, I am witness. When a stranger in 
Bristol, and comparatively unknown, he was pleased, after a 
missionary prayer-meeUng in his own chapel, most courteously 
to notice m^ and invite me to his abode, where I have had 
the pleasure of spending many hours in his company ; and 
also with my brethren, and Mr. Hall, at the house of our 
mutual friend, Thomas Wright, Esq., of this city. More of 
these favoured opportunities might have been enjoyed, had it 
not been thought that his kindness would be but< ill requited 
by any thing like obtrusion on his goodness and his time. I 
remember well the substance of many conversations with him, 
on religion generally — - on the Catholic question — - the go« 
vemment of Methodism — prophecy — many great ai^d good 
men, and theii* writings*— the pleasure with which he spoke of 
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them — especially of Mr. Bunting, and his high opinion of 
his sermon on Justification : — many of bis observations are 
deeply- impressed on my memory. 

** The writer has had the pleasure of knowing some few 
great men^ and has been in company with many who seemed 
to be great ; but such* kindness and humility as the late Rev* 
Robert Hall manifested he has not often witnessed. No dis- 
play of superiority was made ; nothing that sought, or took 
pleasure in attempts, to cow into abject submission the peroons 
that were favoured with his company : it would rather seem 
that he was the person favoured, and as if he sought to raise 
himself up to those that listened to him with delightful mtten** 
tion. And who, that was worthy of his presence, could in any 
way abuse it ; or but feel how amiable, as well as * awful^ 
goodness is?' But I have neither time nor room to enlarg^/f^ 

Through nearly the whole course of Mr. Hall's ltfiK,.iittdriA 
the sketches of his talents and character which have ap|>ea£^d 
since his death, regrets have been expressed that bis puioUf 
catiojis were not more numerous; especially as those wfaiobv 
appear are of the most exquisite order, equally worthy «cf^lhe 
most extensive circulation, and of being transmitted to^posi-^ 
terity.* To diminish these regrets, we are enaUed to state 
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* Mr. Hairs publications appeaired under the following titles : — ^< Christiamty 
consistent with the Love of Freedom, being an Answer to a Sermon by the Rev. 
John Clayton,** 1791, 8vo. — " Apology for the Freedom of the Press, and for 
general Liberty, with Remarks on Bishop Horsley's Sermon, preached 13th Jan. 
1793,'* 8vo. — ^ Modern Infidelity considered with respect to its Influence on 
Society ; a Sermon preached at Cambridge,'* 1800, 8vo — ** Reflections on War, a 
Sermon, on June 1. 1802, Ijeing the Day of Thanksgiving for a General Feac^*'— » 
** The Sentiments proper to the present Crisis; a Fast Sermon at Bristol, Oct 19* 
180S." — "The Eff*ect8 Of Civilisation on the People in European States**' 
1805. -»'* The Advantages of Knowledge to the Lower Classes, a Sermon at 
Leicester,'* 1810. — " The Discouragements and Supports of the Christian Mi- 
nister, an Ordination Sermon,'* 1812.— « The Character of the late Rev. Thomas 
Robinson, Vicar of St. Mary*8, Leicester,** 1813 — " Address to the Public on 
an important Subject connected with the Renewal of the Charter of the East 
India Company,** 1813. — ><< An Address to the Rev. Eustace Carey, Jan. 19. 
1814, on his Designation as a Christian Missionary to India.** -*• <' On Tenni 
of Communion ; with a particular view to the Case of the Baptists and the Psdo- 
Baptists,** 1815. — ** The essential Difference between Christian Baptism and the 
Baptism of John more fully stated and confirmed." — « A Sermon occasioned by 
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on the most unquestionable authority, that a committee of 
Mr. Hall's most valued friends, among whom, we understand, 
are Dr. Gregory of Woolwich, and the Rev. John Foster 
of Bristol, author of the celebrated Essays on ^^ Decision of 
Character,'' &c., have undertaken to arrange and republish 
Mr. Hall's works. It is also their intention to collect letters 
(many of which are exquisite), fugitive pieces, and sermons; 
which have been taken down with so much fidelity, as to 
convey a tolerable idea of their real value and intrinsic ex- 
cellence. 

These works, when collected and arranged, it is presumed, 
will stand as follows : — 

Republished Works of the late Rev. Robert Hall, four vo- 
lumes, octavo. Letters and fugitive pieces, one volume at least. 
A very distinguished individual will, it is also expected, por- 
tray the character of this richly endowed and excellent man. 
The whole will therefore, it is highly probable, amount to 
about seven octavo volumes. The profits arising from the sale 
will be devoted to the benefit of Mr. Hall's surviving family, 
consisting of his widow, one son, and three daughters ; and 
since, from the number of his friends, an extensive circulation 
may be reasonably anticipated, it is to be hoped they will 
derive from the publication some considerable advantage. 



Since the appearance of the foregoing memoir in the Im- 
perial Magazine, the first volume of the publication alluded to 
in the conclusion of it has appeared ; and we extract the fol- 
lowing able notice of it fi*om ** The Athenseum :" — 

Many who were ignorant of the late Robert Hall as a mi- 
nister, knew him as a great mind, or rather, as a most dis- 
tinguished instance of a great mind acted upon by religion. 



•^tr 



the Death of the Princess Charlotte of Wales, preached at Leicester, 1817.*' — 
'' A Sermon on the Death of Dr. Ryland," 1826. Mr. Hall was for some time 
one of the conductors of the Eclectic Review, 

VOL, XVI. P 
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and devoting ils energies entire and unadulterate to the pur- 
suit and dissemination of religious truth. His claim to be 
considered the first preacher of the age has been recognised 
beyond the boundaries of any sect or circle— -by judges 
varying most widely in their creed and system of church 
government, and by not a few lacking definite belief of any 
kind. This triumph has, however, been shared by ministers 
far less gifted; very mixed congregations have at times been 
molten into one spirit and interest under their appeals : ladies 
have fainted, the niggardly have emptied their purses, the 
young have trembled, and the old glowed with enthusiiMm, 
through the influence of inferior eloquence. This is not a 
distinction to be greatly insisted on ; for the impression made 
depends as much on the calibre of the hearer*s own mind, the 
state of his nerves, or the retentiveness of his memory, as on 
the merits of the preacher. Added to this, the impression 
made by public speaking is often aided, if not mainly caused, 
by adventitious circumstances; as, expressive action, a striking 
and varied intonation of voice, great earnestness of manner, or 
extraordinary excitement in the subject Or it may be that 
the listener's mind has been made a recipient of pleasure 
similar to that arising from a dramatic i^presentation : he has 
been alternately astonished, soothed, or awe-struck, without 
any trouble to his understanding; his feelings have been 
touched, and he has not been required to think. But the 
hearer's pleasure, if so derived, fades the moment he leaves 
the orator's presence ; and the orator's triumph is abated the 
moment he prints his composition : nevertheless, many possess 
and retain the praise of being eloquent, because they are heard, 
not read. But Robert Hall was great in the pulpit, and 
also great out of it ; many of his warmest ^preciators never 
heard the sound of his voice or sat beneath the scintillation of 
his eye, but were made his admirers by the silent perusal of 
his writings, when the interest of such perusal necessarily de- 
pended on the merits of the composition. It was this which 
set him above so many distinguished compeers. He was in^ 
deed a great preacher; but the fame of that name, limited 
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unavoidably to the years of his life, the congregation that 
heard him, their memories and power of judging, would have 
been a slight, and in time a perishable memorial. With powers, 
too, less exquisite in their symmetry and growth, — with an 
understanding less keenly exercised, — with an imagination in- 
ferior in strength and beauty, and a faculty of reason less 
fitted to rule over the splendid realm of his intellect with the 
grasp and vision of a legislator, — with a meaner endowment of 
grand and various properties, — Robert Hall might have at- 
tained the praise of oratory ; but it required the association of 
all to make him what he was, and what his writings will always 
prove him to have been — a great man. Some persons may 
think that so high a tide, to be deserved, requires more of 
acUon, and of action conversant with remarkable events ; that 
a man to be great must be a conqueror, a legislator, a dis* 
coverer, or, at the very least, an inventor — one whose ex- 
istence must produce startling results, whose greatness is 
palpable to the senses, and whose achievements may be weighed 
and measured. Such persons may be reminded with ad- 
vantage of Pascal's definition of the three orders of distinction: 
that which is seen with the eye — that which is appreciated 
by the mind — and that which is recognised by God: the 
order of outward pomp, the order of intellect, and the order 
of holiness. To be classed with the first, Robert Hall had 
certainly no tide, for he lived and died a humble dissenting 
minister; to the second and third class he belonged equally: 
and it was the perfect harmony that subsisted between his 
spirit and his understanding, between his devotional feelings 
and his mental vigour — it was the lovely and long-continued 
union manifest in his character, of talent and goodness, of 
intellect and piety, that gave him unquestionable right to the 
title of Great But whilst in his mind philosophy and religion 
maintained an inseparable, it was a distinct existence; he 
never atteidpted to reciprocate their characters or blend 
their instructions — knowing, to quote a remark of his own, 
'^ that Christianity, issuing perfect and entire from the 
hands of its Author, will admit of no mutilations or im- 
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provements; it stands most secure on its own basis; and, 
without being indebted to fore%n aids, supports itself best 
by its own internal vigour. It is dogmatic ; not capable of. 
being advanced with the progress of science, but fixed and 
immutable." 

He treated religion as a noble and intellectual thing, because 
he felt his own acute and comprehensive intellect quickened 
and amplified when borne upon its wings to the contemplation 
of things as they are. He neither allegorised the Scriptures, 
nor anathematised life, nor denounced the human mind, in 
terms which the Creator lias not thought fit to use : but he 
pressed conviction home upon the conscience with the dig- 
nified severity of truth — shook with the grasp of a giant the 
painted pillars of worldly confidence and vanity — rent open 
the delusions of infidelity with a ^^ flaming sword which turned 
every way to keep the way of the tree of life;" and then, 
sheathing that sword, scattered the dew of holy consolation on 
the spirits of the weary, the wretched, and the penitent. The 
religion he advocated was neither one of ceremonies nor of 
abstractions ; it neither savoured of a wild or effeminate fana- 
ticism, nor yet of a cold vague philosophy : it was the Incul- 
cation of truths at once revealed, living, and divine; a religion 
that could renew, exalt, and strengthen alike the understanding 
and the affections; a religion with authority to command 
actions, with power to supply motives, power to impart a 
desire, of approximating to Deity, of preferring the real 
and the unseen to the tangible and apparent — a true and 
vital principle of progression — "a pure river of water 
oflifeJ' 

Mr. Hall never struggled to set forth himself; and thb 
self-oblivion, in coincidence with the chaste severity of his 
taste, the piercing vigour of his understanding, and the grave 
majesty of his imagination, which could not stoop to exag^ 
geration or ornament, peculiarly fitted him to be a champion 
and delineator of Christianity. But, although Mr. Hall's 
conceptions were stamped with all the characteristics of a first- 
rate mind, that from youth had been elaborately cultivated^ 
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rigidly disciplined, and fed no less with gentle affection than 
\vith lofty thoughts: yet his eloquence would scarcely be con- 
sidered eloquent by the multitude ; many a sounding declami- 
ation, glittering with every species of literary vice, has been 
more veh^nently applauded than productions developing the 
finest powers of the human mind, and affording the most per- 
fect specimens of the English language. But if Mr. Hali 
wanted imagination, it was to those only who consider ima- 
gination as a kind of scene-shifler, or, at most, a scene-painter 
to the feelings ;. and if he lacked fancy, it was to those who 
think the sole end of language is to arrange an antithesis, or 
build up a simile. He was by no means favourable to a pic- 
turesque phraseology — to poetic diction in prose — to sudden 
changes of style, or to what are called bursts of eloquence — 
the said bursts frequently consisting of a regiment of similes, 
an attendant staff of epithets and conjunctions, the rear brought 
up by a grand personification, and a coinage of new words in 
honour of its appearance ! 

To speak of Mr. Hall's compositions merely with reference 
to their style, simplicity and discrimination mark his choice of 
words — strength, ease, and compactness, the construction of 
his sentences. He ipoke frequently in epigrams and apoph- 
thegms, but he never wrote in them ; and even his sparing use 
of alliteration and antithesis seems oflener the result of accident 
than intention. There is no balanced monotony between the 
first and last clause of his paragraphs : inartiiiqial, yet ela- 
borately correct; easy of apprehension, yet weighty with 
meaning, we find richness united with simplicity -^ trans- 
parency with depth — and symmetry with strength. It is, 
in fact, owing to these excellences, that solitary extracts give 
little notion of the value of the remainder. When fine pas- 
sages are dovetailed in for efiect, they may be quoted for 
effect; but not when they are the natural growth of the sub- 
ject, and have an inseparable connexion with what precedes 
and with what follows. The sermon on * Modern Infidelity* 
is considered by able judges Mr. HalFs best work ; it may be 
considered perfect: a sermon that contains far-extending 
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thought, piercing argument, graphic delineation, and calm 
and noble seriousness. The reader's interest in this produc- 
tion will not be lessened by knowing that Mr. Hall prepared 
it for the press from memory (the discourse not having been 
written); and that part of it was prepared while tying on the 
ihor^ to mitigate the agony he habitually endured in his back. 
Another sermon, " Thoughts proper to the present Crisis,*' 
preached and printed in 1803, affords a fine instance of the 
prophetic foresight of genius, and of the value, beyond the 
passing moment, of sentiments deduced from principles, and 
of warnings grounded on facts significant of human nature. 
Twenty-eight years have elapsed ; but read even at the present 
crisis, nothing can be finer than his denunciations of the base 
and earth-born system of morals which, instead of appealing 
to any internal principle, leaves every thing to calculation, 
and determines every thing by expediency : which makes the 
grandest questions that can agitate the human mind mere 
questions of interest, and regards even the Scriptures as a 
spiritual ledger-book of profit and of loss: which mechanises 
whatsoever it touches, turning from the beautiful with a con- 
temptuous doubt of its utility, subjecting the good to an arith- 
metical process miscalled reasoning, flinging over the heart 
the frost-work of fashion, and making social intercourse a 
cold, false, brilliant interchange of manners. 

The volume that has called forth these remarks is only the 
first ; six is the intended number, and of these, the memoir, 
to be written by Sir James Mackintosh, (if our private in- 
formation may be trusted) will scarcely be inferior in value to 
the rest of the work. Sir James was a fellow-student of Mr. 

HalPs at Aberdeen. 

* * * * * ♦ - * 

We shall make a few extracts from an able and authentic 
pamphlet, written by one of Mr. Hall's medical attendants, 
(Mr. Chandler, of Bristol,) detailing the circumstances of his 
illness and death. 

" It is generally known, that throughout life, or at least 
from early youth, Mr. Hall was subject to acute pain in the 
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back. When it is considered that this long-continued afflic- 
tion was ascertained to have been occasioned by renal calculi 
of a very singular if not unique conformation, it is surprising 
that his expression of suffering should have been so feeble, 
and his endurance of it so patient: but that, under the severer 
goadings of these actual thorns in the flesh, he should rise 
superior to pain, and actually derive from it an additional 
excitement to his accustomed eloquence in preaching, and 
deliver on such occasions some of the richest and most bril- 
liant of his discourses, was as strikingly illustrative of the order 
of his mind, as it is signally demonstrative of the perennial 
resources of Christianity. 

<^ It was discovered, in the posthumous research, that disease 
had commenced in the bones of the spine^ about the lower 
part of the back and loins ; and it has been ascertained, that, 
when a child, he manifested the symptoms of this disorder, 
As it was checked before it became too deep-seated, it has 
been suggested, perhaps not improbably, that the pain and 
irritation occasioned by the formation of the calculi in the 
kidney became a counteracting means of a remedial tendency, 
and that to this cause we may possibly have been much in- 
debted for his conservation to the world. Whilst, on the one 
hand, we have to regret that the recumbent position rendered 
necessary by the pain, which continued more or less through 
life, deprived us of what otherwise we might have received 
from his pen ^ on the other hand, we owe much to this very 
affliction, by its giving occasion to so beautiful a display of the 
Christian graces, of patient res%nation, and general sympathy 
with the sufferings of others. 

<< Our esteemed friend was subject, during the last five or 
six years of his life, to sudden attacks of difficult breathing. 
These attacks, consisting of laboured circulation of the blood 
through the lungs, produced more of terrific agony than of 
positive pain — a feeling as of impending dissolution, and that 
in one of its severest modes. So great was his distress, that 
he has oflen said to me, during and after an attack, that he 
could more easily suffer seven years' unabated continuance of 
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the jCOitSiGt ^ti^P« bis^. olMt ; ^fttdib^tA^WAys^jesfflMils^^ a, 4mt 
fi^me Ihit, if tfatt 4iti«3k» w^t^.to^ m}iir; &£4jK0«i%^'her4¥:nM 
eiihef x\g>t WaUe longJlo aur^i^i: oi? {i9ft»tim ivsiq9bidvf»d^) 
h^ aAviuld Jb€ prevented kom emrtAmghhrn^. mjpnWas aiu^ 
be laidesid^ in a state of grt^ailtfflic^n ia bim^rand vof 
^i$tre«F.t9 his family. ^ . • -c 

<* Th^ ^seases which occasioned these aitaclfs miieft*e idtif 
mately ^scertaified to have been a softenedy and ooosequenllgr 
weakened state of the muscular structure of the;b^r(b aiidjfi 
chrouic inflammatory process going on in the ifuteripr inemi 
braneof the great arterial trunk; the whole courses of whid^ 
{nresehted considerable disease^ and which finally 
more actively inflamed and ulcerated«"-^P. 11-^23* 

^ During this period^ it has been increasingly de)%fatfal'4o 
witness, amongst the most unequivocal signs of an av^ttentjug 
fataldisease, a remarkable advance in simplicity of mind and 
devotional ardour — qualities« indeed, conspicuously characteiv 
istic bejEore^ but now far more beautifully expressed^ -O^r 
beloved pastor manifestedi in his declining days, such a &mk 
of Christian courtesy and dignified deportment, cpmbitiilg 
such genuine lowliness of heart with such true ^uUimijty icf 
mind, as evidenced him to be rapidly ripening, and nearly 
ready for the ingathering. ,..\ 

". The last few months of his life were singularly mtrked 
by a heavenly fervour in devotional exercises, both in the 
family and in the church, in which he would bear upon his 
heart the cases of all those who needed special intereessioD, 
with sudi minuteness and propriety, such afiection, »Qd such 
elegant delicacy of feeling, as tended, above all his other gceat 
and shining talents, to endear him to our hearts when living, 
as they will chiefly embalm him in our memories now that he 
is removed.'* — P. 16, 17. 

The following passages afiectingly detail the closing 
scene: — 

** On entering his room, I found him sitting on the soia, 
surrounded by his lamenting family ; with one foot in the hot 
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biOb r hid fttttte^M^ttving in'iridctot, ftbnost convobive heUThigs^ 
bAfflekfiftiy Ifidieajtive oftbd pfocess of dissoliition. I hastlien^ 
thiyiii^-despairiiiglyyto administer soch stimolaals as might 
tK^teibly avieit tib«f thriateinng termination of life; and» aa I sat 
by faiS'side for thi« purpose, he^rew his arm over my shoiilders 
for support, with a look of evident satisfaction that I was neilr 
hiia. He said to me^ <I am dying; deathia cdme at last: 
all' will now be useless.* As I pressed iqpon him draugbbi of 
dtlmnlatlts^ he intimated that he would take them if I.wishedi 
but 'he b^lievied all was useless* On my asking him if he aii& 
fered mnA', he replied, ^ Dreadfully/ The rapidly increasing 
gasping soon overpowered his ability to swallow, or to speak^ 
except in monosyllables, few in number, which I couid not 
collect; but, whatever might be the degree of his aoiiring, 
(and great it must have been), there was no fattnre of his 
mental v^ur or composure. Indeed, so perfect was his con- 
^i6usne^s, that, in the nudst of these last agonies, heintimaitcid 
to^ ilbe very shortly before the close, with his aoeustomed courti* 
«cMness, a fear lest he should fatigue me by his ptessafre^ 
and when his &mily, one after another, ga^ way in des|)aii^ 
he Allowed them with sympathising looks, as they were obliged 
U^be conv^ed from the room. This was his; last voluntary 
movem^it ; for, immediately, a general convulsion seiesdhim^ 
and he quickly expired. - 

'" ^^ It is not in my power adequately to represent the solemn 
and awful grandeur of this last scene. Our beloved pastor 
4ied from a failure of the vital powers of the heart, amidst the 
vigorous ener^es of consciousness and volition; his placidity, 
and complacency of spirit, being in striking contrast with the 
.wild and -powerful convulsions of a frame yielding in its full 
strength. The last struggle was violent, but short* The 
pains of dying were extreme; but they were borne with 
genuine Christian magnanimity. Peacefully he closed those 
< brilliant eyes which had so oflen beamed upon us rays of 
benignity and intellectual fire.* Calmly, yet firmly, he sealed 
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those * lips which had so often channed our ears with messages 
of divine mercy and grace.' And as he lay a corpse over my 
shoulder, he exhibited ^ a countenance combining such peace, 
benevolence, and grandeur, in its silent expressions,' as have 
seldom been witnessed in the dead.".— P. 37 — S9. 

** I have never before seen, and scarcely shall I again wit* 
ness, a death, in all its circumstances, so grand and impressive; 
so harmonious with his natural character, so consistent with 
his spiritual life/'— P. 42. 

Accidentally taking up a life of Pascal whilst writing these 
remarks on Robert Hall, we have been struck with one or 
two marked similarities in the lives and deaths of these illus- 
trious men. Both manifested at a very early age the master- 
ing intellect that afterwards bore fruit and came to perfection. 
Pascal was not twelve when he reasoned his way into geometry ; 
and Robert Hall was still younger when he comprehended 
Jonathan Edwards's metaphysical and profound treatise on 
the * Freedom of the Will.' Great part of the life of each 
was spent in acute and unceasing pain ; which yet was not 
allowed to sour their spirits, or interrupt intellectual research. 
Both consecrated their extraordinary powers to the supreme 
study of Christianity; and, as their career approached its close, 
their minds and tempers shone more and more with that 
lambent light which issues in ** perfect day." They grew 
into that serene simplicity, which is the last attainment even 
of Christianised greatness ; and in their closing hours, when 
an agonising death brought them into communioil with their 
Master, they reciprocally turned from their own sufferings, 
to think and speak, with emphatic interest, of the sufferings of 
the poor. It is not intended to press the parallel : the mind 
of Pascal, acute as it was, never fully emerged from some 
errors ; and his spirit, lovely as it was, was not wholly free 
from weakness : but of Robert Hall we may say, without fear 
that any who knew him thoroughly will contradict us — he 
was preserved in the province of labour until age, if not death, 
must soon have terminated his work ; and then, but not till 
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then, like a shock of corn in its season fully ripe> but without 
any symptom of decay, without any blight on his genius, or 
the least mildew on his reputation, he was gathered to the 
assembly of the just, to a sphere of loftier intelligence and 
perfect purity. 
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No. XV, 
SIR MURRAY MAXWELL, KNIGHT, 

AND A COMPANION OF THE MOST HONOURABLE MILITARY 
ORDER OF THE BATH; A POST-CAPTAIN IN THE ROYAL 
navy; and FELLOW OF THE ROYAL SOCIETY. 

This distinguished officer was a son of Alexander Maxwell, 
Esq., merchant at Leith (third son of Sir William Maxwell, 
the fourth Baronet), by Mary, daughter of Hugh Clerk, Esq. 
Sir Murray was one of nine brothers, six of whom devoted 
themselves to the service of their county. His eldest brother. 
General William Maxwell, is now heir presumptive to the 
Baronetcy. One of his brothers, Keith, died a Post^Captain 
R. N. ; and another, John, who survives, attained that rank 
in 1810. His cousin Jane, daughter of the late Sir William 
Maxwell, married Alexander, fourth Duke of Gordon. 

Sir Murray commenced his naval career under the auspices 
of Sir Samuel Hood ; obtained his first commission as a 
Lieutenant in 1 796 ; and was promoted to the command of the 
Cyane sloop of war, at the Leeward Islands, in December,. 
1802. The Cyane formed part of Commodore Hood's 
squadron at the reduction of St. Lucia, in June, 1803; and 
Captain Maxwell was immediately after appointed to the 
Centaur, a third rate, bearing the broad pendant of his patron ; 
with whom he also served at the capture of Tobago, Deme- 
rara, and Essequibo, in the following autumn. His post 
commission was confirmed by the Admiralty, August 4.. 
1803. 

Captain Maxwell was subsequently employed in the block* 
ade of Martinique ; and in April, 1804, he accompanied Com- 
modore Hood and the late Major-General Sir Charles Green 
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on the expedition against Surinam, the only colony then pos- 
sessed by the enemy in Dutch Guiana; Berbice having sur- 
rendered to the British soon after the above*mentioned 
siettlements. 

On the 25th of April, the Centaur anchored about ten 
miles from the mouth of the Surinam river; and the next 
day a division of the army, commanded by Brigadier- General 
Maitland, was sent, under convoy of the Hippomenes corvette, 
to effect a landing at Warappa creek, about thirty miles to 
the eastward. The object of this operation was to obtain a 
communication by water with the Commewyne, and to pro- 
cure a sufficient number of plantation boats to transport the 
troops down that stream, towards its junction with the Suri- 
nam, and thereby facilitate their approach to a position in the 
rear of Fort New Amsterdam, situated on the confluence of 
those rivers, and mounting upwards of 80 guns. 

In order that no time should be lost, preparations were 
also made for landing a body of troops to take possession of 
Braam's Point, on which was a battery of seven 18-pounders, 
completely commanding the entrance of the Surinam. Bri- 
gadier-General Hughes undertook to superintend this service ; 
and the wind proving favourable. Captain Edward O'Brien^ 
of the Emerald frigate, pushed over tiie bar with the rising 
tide, and anchored close to the fort, followed by the Pandour 
troop-ship, and Drake sloop of war. The enemy kept up a 
brisk fire as the Emerald approached ; but it was soon silenced 
by a few broadsides from that ship and her consorts. A 
party of the 64th regiment then landed, and secured forty-five 
prisoners, three of whom were wounded. In the course of 
the following day most of the ships were got into the river ; 
but the Centaur was obliged to remain outside, on account of 
her great draught of water. 

At this period Captain Maxwell and the Major-General's 
Aid-de-Ciamp were sent with a summons to the Dutch Gover- 
nor ; whose answer, conveying a refusal to capitulate, was not 
received until the morning of the 28th. Commodore Hood, 
and his military colleague, having previously removed to the 
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Emerald, now used every effort to get up the river before 
dark : but, owing to the shallowness of the water, that ship 
was obliged to force her way through the mud, in three feet 
less water than she drew; and it was not till late at night that 
she arrived near the lower redoubt, named Frederic!, on which 
were mounted twelve heavy pieces of cannon. 

We should here observe, that the Surinam coast is very 
difficult of approach, being shallow and full of banks : a land- 
ing is to be attempted only at the top of high water, and at 
particular points; the land is uncleared, and the soil very 
marshy; so that it is impossible for an army to penetrate 
into the interior, except by the rivers and creeks. The shores 
on both sides of the Surinam river below Frederici redoubt, 
with the exception of one spot on the eastern shore, are 
equally difficult of access ; and the enemy, by means of their 
forts, ships of war, armed merchantmen, and gun-^boats, 
were completely masters of the navigation between Frederici 
and Paramaribo, the capital of the colony. 

On the 29th, Lieutenant-Colonel Shipley, of the Engineers, 
went on shore at the above-^nentioned spot, where a plant* 
ation had lately been established ; and having explored the 
road through the woods, he rq)orted, on his return, that a 
body of men might be conducted thence to the rear of Fort 
Frederici. In consequence of this information a detachment, 
consisting of 140 soldiers belonging to the 64th regiment, and 
SO others equipped as pioneers, was placed under the com- 
mand of Brigadier-General Hughes, who landed about 1 1 p. m. 
and immediately commenced his march, accompanied by 
Captain Maxwell, and 30 seamen under his orders. 

A great quantity of rain having recently fallen, it was found 
that the path, at all times difficult, had become almost im- 
passable : but no obstacle could damp the enterprising spirit 
of our brave countrymen, who overcame every impediment, 
and, after a laborious march of five hours, arrived near the 
place of their destination. The alarm was then given ; and the 
enemy opened a heavy fire of grape-shot upon them whilst 
forming into columns, previously to their quitting the wood, 
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and of musketry as they advanced to the battery, which was 
stormed and carried with the greatest intrepidity. Brigadier- 
General Hughes and Captain Maxwell then moved on to Fort 
Lieyden, a place of equal strength ; and, by a repetition of the 
same impetuous attack, soon obliged the enemy to call for 
quarter. The number of prisoners taken on this occasion was 
121 ; the remainder of the garrisons e£Pected their escape 
across the Commewyne to Fort New Amsterdam. 

By this brilliant affair, a position was secured from whence 
a heavy fire could be directed against Fort New Amsterdam ; 
and a communication with the Commewyne river being opened, 
the means of forming a junction with Brigadier-General Mait- 
land were established. The British, at the same time, obtained 
possession of die finest part of the colony, abounding with re* 
sources of every description. Captain Maxwell's exertions 
upon this occasion were highly meritorious ; and much of the 
success attending tlie enterprise may justly be attributed to 
his animating example. 

On the same day, April SOth, Sir Charles Green received 
information that Brigadier-Greneral Maitland had effected a 
landing at the Warappa creek, under the able superintendence 
of Captain Conway Shipley, commanding the Hippomenes, 
assisted by Captain Kennetli Mackenzie of the Guachapin ; 
who had with great zeal quitted his sloop fifty leagues to lee- 
ward, finding from bafiling winds and currents she could not 
get up, and proceeded with fifty of her crew in boats to aid 
that part of the army. 

Under these circumstances, no time was lost in disembark- 
ing the remainder of the troops, about 1000 in number, at 
Fort Leyden,and pushing them on, by the north bank of the 
Commewyne, to meet the others on their passage down that 
river. The artillery, stores, and provisions were at the same 
time conveyed by boats ; and an armed flotilla established in 
the Commewyne by the indefatigable exertions of the navy.* 

• The flotilla was commanded by Captain Charles Richardson, of the Alligator 
troop-sbip, whose conduct and exertions throughout the campaign are very highly 
spoken of in the public despatches. 



224 SIR MURRAY MAXWELL. 

On the Sd of May^B^igadier- General Maidand having taken 
possession of the enemy's post at Warappa creek, after a short 
resistance^ and with great diligence procured a number of 
boats to convey his corps, appeared coming down the river in 
very good order; and landed at a plantation on the south side, 
where he was soon joined by part of the forces from the 
opposite bank. 

This desirable object being effected, and the enemy's com- 
munication cut off by the activity of the ships' boats, the army 
being on the advance, and every preparation made by the 
squadron for attacking Fort New Amsterdam, the Batavian 
Commandclnt thought proper to send out a flag of truce, with 
proposals to surrender on terms of capitulation. The nego- 
tiations for that purpose were conducted, on the part of the 
British, by Captain Maxwell and Lieutenant-Colonel Shipley ; 
and at five p. m. on the 5th of May, the fortress was taken 
possession of by an advanced corps under Brigadier-General 
Maitlabd. 

The valuable colony of Surinam was thus added to the 
Britii^h dominions : a frigate of 32 eighteen* pounders, a cor- 
vette mounting 18 guns, and all the other national vessels in 
the rivers, were likewise surrendered. The total number of 
prisoners taken, exclusive of the staff and civilians, was 2001 : 
the loss sustained by the English amounted to no more than 
eight killed and twenty-one wounded ; five of the former and 
eight of the latter were naval ofiicers and seamen. We shall 
close our account of this conquest with an extract from Sir 
Charles Green's official report to Earl Camden, dated *^ Para* 
inor/do, Jfay 13. 1804<:" — 

'* In all conjunct expeditions, the zealous co-operation of 
the navy becomes of the most essential importietnce ; but such 
is the peculiar nature of the military positions in this country, 
that our success depended chiefly upon their exertions, no 
movements being possibly made without their assistance. It 
is therefore incumbent on me to bear my sincere testimony 
to the cordial, zealous, and able support the army has received 
from Commodore Hood, and all the Captains and other offi** 
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cers of the squadron under his command, which must ever be 
remembered with gratitude. Captain Maxwell, of the Cen- 
taur, having been more particularly attached to the troops 
under my immediate command on shore, I am bound to no- 
tice his spirited and exemplary behaviour." 

Captain Maxwell returned to England with the Com- 
modore's despatches in June, 1804*; and we subsequently find 
him commanding the Centaur as a private ship on the Ja- 
maica station, where he removed into the Galatea frigate in 
the summer of 1805. His next appointment was to the 
Alceste of 46 guns, formerly La Minerve, one of the frigates 
captured by part of a squadron under Sir Samuel Hood, in 
September, 1806. 

. On tiie 4th of April, 1808, Captain Maxwell being off* 
Q^liz, witl) the Mercury 28 and Grasshopper brig under his 
orders, observed a fleet of Spanish vessels coming along shore* 
frpm the northward, under the protection of about twenty gun- 
boats, and a formidable train of flying artillery. On their 
arrival off Rota he stood in with his little squadron, and com- 
menced a vigorous, attack upon them, which continued from 
four o'clock until half-'past six p. m. ; when two of the flotilla 
Ljj^ng destroyed, the remainder obliged to retreat, the batteries 
at Hota silenced, and many of the merchantmen driven on 
shore, the boats of the frigates were sent in under the direc- 
tions of Lieutenant Allan Stewart, who boarded and brought 
off seven tartans, loaded with valuable ship timber, from 
under the very muzzles of the enemy's guns, although sup- 
ported by numerous armed barges and pinnaces sent from 
Cadiz^ to assist in their defence. This spirited service was 
performed in the teeth of eleven French and Spanish line-of- 
battle ships then lying ready for sea ; and must therefore be 
considered as reflecting the highest credit on Captain Max- 
well and his brave companions, whose situation during the 
action was rather a critical one, as the wind blew dead upon 
the shore, and the ships were compelled to tack every 
fifteen minutes, in order to avoid the dangerous shoals near 
Rota. 

VOL. XVI. Q 
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Subsequently to this event Captain Maxwell was actively 
employed on the coast of Italy, where he assisted at the de- 
struction of several armed vessels and martello towers, as also 
in bringing off a large quantity of timber from a depot be* 
longing to the enemy at Terracina. On the 22d May, 1810, 
a party from the Alceste landed near Frejus, stormed a bat- 
tery of two 24-pounders, spiked the guns, broke the carriages, 
bleiw up the magazine, and threw the shot into the sea. A 
few days afterwards her boats attacked a French convoy 
bound to the eastward, captured four vessels laden with mer- 
chandise, drove two others on shore, and obliged the re* 
mainder to put back. 

In the ensuing autumn Captain Maxwell was attached to 
the inshore squadron off Toulon; and in the spring of 1811, 
when cruising on the coast of Istria, under the orders of Cap- 
tain (the late Sir James)Brisbane, he assisted in the destruction 
of a French national brig in the small harbour of Parenza. 
The action afterwards fought in the Adriatic, by a squadron 
under the command of Captain Maxwell, is thus described by 
him in his public letter to the senior officer on that station, 
dated off Lisaa, December, 1. 1811 : ~ 

*^ Sir, — His Majesty's ships under my orders having 
been driven from their anchorage before Lugina, by strong 
gales, had taken shelter in Lissa, when the telegraph on 
Whitby Hill signalised '^ three suspicious sail south." The 
Alceste, Active, and Unite were warped out of Port St. George 
the moment a strong east-north-east wind would permit ; and 
on the evening of the 28th ultimo, off the south end of Lissa, 
I met with Lieutenant M'Dougal, of his Majesty's ship Unite, 
who, with a judgment and zeal which do him infinite credit, 
had put back, when on his voyage to Malta in a neutral, to 
acquaint me he had seen three French frigates forty miles to 
the southward. All sail was now carried in chase ; and at 
9 A. M. on the 29th the enemy were seen off the island o£ 
Augusta : he formed in line upon the larboard tack, and stood 
towards us for a short time ; but finding his Majesty's ships 
bear up under all sail, in close line abreast, he also bore up to 

4* 
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the nortfa-west and set studding sails. At eleven the rear 
ship separated, and stood to the north-east : I immediately 
detached the Unit6 after her ; and Captain Chamberlayne's 
report to me of the result I have the honour to enclose.* 
At twenty minutes past one, p. M., the Alceste commenced 
action with the other two, by engaging the rearmost in passing 
to get at the Commodore ; but, an unlucky shot soon afteiv 
wards bringing down our main-top*mast, we unavoidably 
dropped a little astern : cheers of * Vive I'Emp^reurl' resounded 
from both ships ; they thought the day their own, — not aware 
of what a second I had in my gallant friend. Captain Gordon, 
who pushed the Active up under every sail, and brought the 
stemmost to action, within pistol shot; the headmost then 
shortened sail, tacked, and stood for the Alceste, which, 
though disabled in her masts, I trust he experienced was not 
so in her guns. After a warm conflict of two hours and 
twenty minutes the French Commodore made off to the west- 
ward, which, from my crippled state, I was unable to pre- 
vent. The other surrendered, after being totally dismasted, 
with five feet water in her hold, and proved to be La Pomone, 
of 44 guns and 322 men, commanded by Captain Rosamei ; 
who fought his ship with a degree of skill and bravery that 
has obtained for him the respect and esteem of his opponents. 
The other was La Pauline, of similar force, commanded by 
M. Montford. They were from Corfu, going to join the 
squadron at Trieste.f The Alceste had 20 killed and 

* Captain Chamberiayne reports the capture of La Fersanue, a French store* 
ship, mounting 26 nine-pounders, with a complement of 1 90 men, having in her 
hold ISO iron guns and several pieces of brass ordnance. She kept up a running 
fight from noon till 4 r. m., and did not surrender whilst the least chance remained 
of escaping from her very superior opponent. The Unit^ was much cut up in 
her masts, yards, sails, and rigging, by a galling fire from the Frenchman's stem- 
chasers ; but fortunately only one of her crew was wounded. The enemy, whose 
masterly manoeuvres and persevering resistance reflect great credit on her com- 
mander, Mons. Satie, had two men killed and four wounded. La Persanne, being 
found unfit for the British navy, was sold at Malta, to an agent of the Tunisian 
government, for 15,500^ 

t La Pomone had in her hold 42 iron guns, 9 brass ditto, and 220 iron wheels 
ior gun-carriages. She was one of the largest class of French frigates, and had 
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wounded ; Active, 35 ; and Pomone, 50 ; and it is with poig- 
nant regret I inform you that Captain Gordon has lost a leg : 
but, thank God ! he is doing well. His merits as an officer I 
need not dwell upon — they are known to his country; and he 
lives in the hearts of all who have the happiness to know him. 
His First Lieutenant, William Bateman Dashwood, lost his 
arm soon after he was wounded ; and the ship was fought by 
Lieutenant George Haye, in a manner that reflects the highest 
honour upon him : his services before had frequently merited 
and obtained the highest approbation and strong recommend- 
ation of his Captain, who also speaks in the warmest praise of 
acting Lieutenant Moriarty ; Mr. Lothian, the Master ; Lieu- 
tenant Meers, R. M. ; and every officer, seaman, and marine 
under his command. 

*} Although our success was not so complete as I trust it 
would have been could the Alceste have taken up her intended 
position alongside La Pauline, instead of that ship, from the 
fall of our topmast, being enabled to manoeuvre and choose 
her distance, I feel it my duty to state, that every officer and 
man here behaved most gallantly. I was most ably assisted 
on the quarter-deck by my First Lieutenant, Andrew Wilson, 
and Mr. Howard Moore, the Master ; the main-deck guns were 
.admirably directed by Lieutenant James Montagu and Mr. 
James Adair, acting in the place of Lieutenant Hickman, left 
at Lissa with the gun-boats.* In justice to two very deserv- 
ing officers. Lieutenant Miller, R. M<, of the Active, and 
Lieutenant Lioyd, R. M., of the Alceste, it is necessary to 
mention that they were ashore with most of their respective 
parties at Camesa Castle and Hoste's Islands, for the defence 



been built by the citizens of Genoa for that nautical mushroom Jerome Bona- 
parte, to whom she was presented on his obtaining the rank of a captain in th6 
imperial marine. 

* Lieutenant John CoUman Hickman, 1 midshipman, and 30 seamen, were 
left in three prize vessels for the protection of the island against the designs of 
Marshal Bertrand ; the Alceste, having also left behind I lieutenant, 1 Serjeant, 
2 corporals, and 48 privates of the royal marines, had on board only 218 officers 
and men. The Active was equally short of complement. 
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of Lissa, hourly threatened ivith an attack from the enemy, 

assembled in great force at Lesina. 

# « * * • * • 

" I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) *" Murray Maxwell.*' 

** To Captain Bxmley^ H. M. S. Eagle, 
Senior officer of the Adriatic squadrim" 

Captain Maxwell, on the 2d of July, 1813, had the 
misfortune to be wrecked in the Dasdalus frigate, on a 
shoal near Ceylon, whilst convoying a fleet of Indiamen to 
Madras. 

In October, 1815, he was re-appointed to the Alceste, at 
the particular request of Lord Amherst, who was then about 
to proceed on his celebrated embassy to China. 

The Alceste sailed from Spithead, February 9. 1816, 
touched at Madeira, Rio Janeiro, the Cape of Good Hope, 
Anjere, and Batavia ; entered the China sea by the Straits of 
Banca; communicated with Canton; passed through the 
straits of Formosa, into the Tung-Hai, or Eastern Sea ; and 
finally anchored in the Gulf of Pe-tche-lee, on the 28th July, 
after a passage of only fifteen days from the neighbourhood 
of Macao. Her consort, the Lyra brig, commanded by Cap- 
tain Basil Hall, had previously been despatched thither to 

« 

announce the approach of the embassy. 

Lord Amherst having landed at the mouth of the Pei-ho 
river on the 9th of August, and it being certain that several 
months must elapse before his Excellency could return from 
Pekin to Canton, the place where he intended to re-embark 
for England, Captain Maxwell determined to employ the in- 
terval in examining some parts of the different coasts in that 
unfrequented portion of the globe. The first object which 
seems to have attracted his attention was to obtain a complete 
knowledge of the Gulf of Pe-tche-lee; and for this purpose he 
took to himself the northern part, assigning the southern to 
Captain Hall, and so directing the return of the General 

Q 3 



230 81R MURRAY MAXWELL* 

Hewitt as to enable ber commander to explore tbe central 
passage.* 

The course taken by the Alceste led to a partial survey of 
the Gulf of Leo-tong, never before visited by any European 
ship. In coasting along the western shore, a view was ob- 
tained of the great wall of China, extending its vast, but 
unavailing, defences over the summits and along tbe skirts of 
hills and mountains. Stretching across to the opposite shore, 
she anchored, and completed her water, in a commodious 
bay, situated in iat SQ"" 33^ north, long. 1^1^ 19" east From 
thence Captain Maxwell proceeded to the southward until he 
reached the extreme Tartar point of the gulf; and then, 
steering in the same direction, passed through a duster of 
islands, named by him the Company's Group, which, with 
those at Mee-ar<tau, may be said to divide the Yellow Sea 
from the Gulf of Pe-tehe-Iee. He then stood to the eastward, 
and put into Che-a-tow Bay, on the coast of Shan-tung, where 
he found the General Hewitt, and was soon after joined by 
Captain Hall ; who had kept the coast of China in sight as 
much as possible, and obtained a complete knowledge of that 
part of the gulf lying between the Pei*ho and the place of 
rendezvous. 

Had Captain Maxwell sailed from hence to Chu««an, and 
there awaited the change of the monsoon, any expectations 
originally formed by him would have been more than gratified 
by the result of this hasty survey : little, indeed, could he 
have anticipated the further extension and increased import- 
ance of discoveries that awaited him. 

Leaving the General Hewitt to complete the ulterior ob- 
jects of her voyage, the Alceste and Lyra sailed from Che-a- 
tow Bay on the 29th of August, and proceeded to examine the 
south-west coast of Corea, where they had some interesting 
communications with the natives ; who appear to have been 
prevented by the strict orders of their government from etl-^ 

* The General Hewitt Indiaman, Captain Walter Campbell, had been taken 
up by the Hon. Court of Directors, for the conveyance of the presents intended 
for the Emperor of China. 
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couraging an intercourse which, if liberated from this 
straint, their inclinations would have led them to cultivate. 
The researches of Captain Maxwell in this quarter enabled 
him to rectify an enormous geographical error respecting the 
peninsula of Corea, and reveal the existence of myriads of 
islands, forming an archipelago, — a fact before unknown and 
unsuspected. It is to be remarked, that the Lion, of 64 guns, 
employed to convey Lord Macartney, the former Ambassador, 
was the only ship which had ever before penetrated into the 
gulf of Pe*tche-lee; but her commander. Sir Erasmus Gower, 
kept the coast of China aboard only, and touched neither at 
the Tartar nor at the Corean side. Cooke, P^rouse, Brough* 
ton, and others, had well defined the bounds on the eastern 
coast of this country ; but the western had been laid down by 
the Jesuits in their map, from Chinese accounts and their own 
imaginations only.* 

Having thus materially benefited nautical science. Captains 
Maxwell and Hall visited the Great Loo-Choo Island, an* 
choring in Napa-kiang Roads on the 1 6th of September. The 
natives at first showed the same disinclination to intercourse 
as those of Corea ; and it required great discretion and mild- 
ness to produce a contrary feeling. In this object, however, 
they succeeded. The judicious forbearance manifested by 
them on their first arrival secured the favourable opinion, and 
disarmed the jealousy, of the public authorities : whilst their 
uniform kindness of manner won the general regard of this 
truly amiable people, from whom they received the most liberal 
assistance and friendly treatment, during a stay of six weeks ; 
at the end of which time their separation took place, under 
circumstances of mutual esteem and regret. Whether the 
Loo-Choo Islands can be rendered either of political or of 
commercial utility, may deserve consideration ; and, looking 
to the possibility of the question being decided in the affirm- 
ative, the information thus obtained respecting them, and the 

* Captain Maxwell found the main land of Corea from 100 to 130 miles 
farther to the eastward than his charts led him to believe. 
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favourable impression produced, must be deemed both interest- 
ing and important.* 

Returning from Loo-Choo, the Alceste and Ljra passed 
the Pa-tchou Islands, and the south end of Formosa; crossed 
the straits in very boisterous weather; and arrived off Lin-tin 
on the 2d day of November. 

Captain Maxwell now lost no time in applying to the 
Viceroy of Canton, through the local authorities, for a pass 
to carry the Alceste up the Tigris, to secure anchorage, where 
she could undergo some necessary repairs. Evasion after 
evasion, accompanied by insulting messages, were the only 
proofs that he obtained of his application having been received. 
He therefore determined to proceed without permission ; but 
had scarcely approached the narrow entrance of the river, 
when an inferior mandarin came on board, and desired, in a 
high and domineering tone, that the ship should be directly 
anchored ; stating that, if Captain Maxwell presumed to pass 
the Bocca, the batteries would instantly sink her. 

Fully satisfied that the tame submission of others had only 
added to the arrogance, aiid fostered the insolence, of the 
Chinese, — convinced also that the petty tyrant who attempted 
to dishonour his country's flag would not respect the person 
of her Ambassador the more on account of his forbearance, — > 
Captain Maxwell calmly told the mandarin that he would 
first pass the batteries, and then hang him at the yard- arm 
for daring to come off with so impudent a message. His 
boat was then cut adrift, and himself taken into custody. 

Orders were now given for the Alceste to be steered close 
under the principal fort. On her approach the batteries and 
seventeen or eighteen war-junks endeavoured to make good 
the threat, by opening a heavy, though ill-directed fire. The 
return of a single shot silenced the flotilla; and one broadside, 

* Captain Hall, on his return to England, published a very interesting nar- 
rative of the *' Voyage to Corea, and the Island of Loo-Cboo.*'. This vrotk he 
dedicated to Sir Murray Maxwell,.— << to whose ability in conducting the voyage, 
zeal in giving encouragement to every enquiry, sagacity in discovering the dis- 
position of the natives, and address in gaining their confidence and good will^** 
he attributes " whatever may be found interesting ** in his pages. 



SIR MURRAY MAXWELL* 033 

poured in with three hearty cheers, proved quite sufficient for 
her more formidable opponent. The other batteries being 
soon after quieted, the Alceste proceeded without further 
molestation to the second bar, and subsequently to Whampoa; 
at which latter place she remained until the arrival of Lord 
Amherst and his suite, in January, 181 7« 

The effects of Captain Maxwell's decisive conduct was soon 
evinced by the arrival of all kinds of supplies to his frigate^ 
and a cargo to the General Hewitt, before withheld on the 
plea of her being required to carry back the tribute which 
she had brought from England to the celestial empire : also 
by the publication of an edict *, endeavouring to make the 
affair at the Bocca Tigris appear to the natives as a mere 
salute, or " ching-chinning^* ceremony, — although the report 
of their loss, promulgated previously to this official fabrication, 
stated it to be 47 killed, and many others ^^ spoiled*^ (wounded); 
which probably was near the truth, as the Chinese warriors 
stood rather thick in the batteries, and the Alceste's S2- 
pounder carronades were well loaded with grape. It likewise 
came to pass, that the viceroy thought proper to send down 
a high mandarin, attended by one of the hong, or security 
merchants, to wait upon Captain Maxwell, welcome him into 
the river, and compliment him with all possible politefiess ! 

Lord Amherst having re*embarked, the Alceste sailed from 
Whampoa, on the 2 1st January, 1817; exchanged friendly 
salutes with the guardians of the Bocca Tigris ; touched at 
Macao and Manilla ; rounded the numerous clusters of rocks 
and shoals lying to the westward of the Philippines, and to 
the north-west of Borneo ; and then shaped a course for the 
Straits of Gaspar, which she entered soon after daylight on 
the 1 8th of February. 

The morning was fine, the wind fresh and favourable, and 
the Alceste moving rapidly through the water ; every appear- 
ance promised a rapid passage into the Java sea, for which 

• The word " edict " appears to be applied by the Chinese to any piece of 
common information, whether it is from the Emperor, or has the force of a law, 
or not 
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Captain Maxwell, who had been on board the whole of the 
preceding night, was steering the coarse laid down in the 
most approved charts, and recommended by the sailing di- 
rections in his possession, when the ship struck against a 
sunken rock, three miles distant from Palo Leat, or Middle 
Island, and having grated over it for a few seconds, took a 
slight heel to starboard, and became immovable. The ra- 
pidity of her motion, at the instant of striking, rendered it 
highly probable that she had received serious injury; and 
every doubt on this subject was soon removed by the appear- 
ance of her false keel floating alongside, and the report of the 
carpenter, who stated that the water in the hold had increased 
from 2^ to 7 feet, and that it was gaining rapidly on the 
pumps. 

The sails, which had at first been thrown a-back, were now 
furled, and the best-bower anchor was dropped, to keep her 
fast, from the apprehension, if she went off the rock, of her 
instantly sinking. At this alarming crisis, not the slightest 
conftision or irregularity occurred: every necessary order 
was as coolly given, and as steadily obeyed, as if nothing 
unusual had happened ; every one did his du^ calmly, dili- 
gently, and effectually. 

The boats being hoisted out. Lord Amherst and the gentle- 
men of his suite, within half an hour of the striking of the 
ship, were in the barge, and making for the nearest part of 
the above-mentioned desert island. After leaving the Alceste, 
they saw more accurately the dangerous nature of her situation. 
The rock on which she had struck was distinctly seen from 
the boat, extending only a few yards from her. Beyond, the 
water was dark and deep for nearly half a mile ; it then be- 
came so shallow, that the beautiful but fatal coral was con- 
tinually seen as they approached the shore. When about a 
mile from Pnlo Leat, rocks, covered by not more than from 
one to three feet water, surrounded them on all sides. The 
barge struck several times ; but was saved from any serious 
accident by the skill of Lieutenant Hoppner, who commanded 
her. After sailing or rowing for about an hour, they gained 
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what had appeared from the ship to be land covered with 
wood— * but, to their mortificatioD, discovered nothing but in- 
sulated masses of granite, interspersed with mangrove trees 
growing in the water. Being now joined by a cutter, with 
the servants of the embassy, and part of the guard, they 
proceeded along shore in quest of a more convenient place for 
debarkation* Several creeks, which seemed to penetrate in- 
land, were in vain explored; they all terminated in deep 
swamps. Similar attempts were reiterated, till anxiety to 
send back the boats determined his Excellency to land on the 
first rocks which should be found sufficiently large or nume- 
rous for the reception of the par^. This intention was at 
length efiected in a small bay, where the rocks were so 
mingled with the trees as to afford firm hand^hold. The 
boats were then immediately despatched to assist in bringing 
on shore whatever could be saved from the wreck. A more 
convenient landing-place being subsequently discovered near 
an eminence on which an encampment might be formed, the 
whole party removed thither, leaving a marine behind to 
communicate with the boats as they successively approached 
the shore. 

The heat of the day as it advanced, and the exertions of the 
men in clearing the ground, for the reception of persons and 
baggage, produced great thirst, and rendered it necessary to 
look for water, of which none had been brought on shore, 
except a very small quantity collected from the dripstones on 
deck. A search for this purpose was conducted in several 
directions without success ; and, night coming on, it was relin-* 
quished in the hopes of better fortune on the morrow. During 
the whole day, and till a late hour in the evening, the boats 
were constantly employed conveying articles from the wreck, 
and towing ashore a rafl on which had been placed the bag- 
gage, stores, and a small supply of provisions rescued with 
much labour and difficulty, under the superintendence of 
Captain Maxwell, whose exertions and self-possession were 
most highly spoken of by all his fellow suflFerers. 

Towards midnight, as the tide rose, the swell of the sea 
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lifted the ship from the rock, and dashed her on it again with 
such violence, as to render it necessary for the top*niasts to 
be cut away. In doing this, two men were very severely 
bruised. 

The following morning Captain Maxwell landed * ; and, 
after consulting with Lord Amherst, it was determined that 
his Excellency, and the gentlemen of the embassy, should 
proceed without delay to Batavia in the barge, with a picked 
crew, commanded by the Junior Lieutenant (Mr. Hoppner) : 
one of the cutters was also prepared to accompany them, for 
the purpose of assisting in case of attack or accident. The 
Master of the Alceste was sent on board the latter to navigate 
the boats. At this season there was no probability of the 
passage to Batavia exceeding sixty hours, the distance being 
only 197 miles : the inconvenience to which his Excellency 
would be subjected was, consequently, very limited in dura- 
tion; and much additional expedition in the dispatch of relief 
might be expected from his personal exertions at Batavia. 
The stock of liquors and provisions furnished to the boats 
was necessarily very small, and only sufficient on very short 
allowance to support existence for four or five days : only seven 
gallons of water could be spared for the whole party, consisting 
of 47 persons ; but they were fortunately visited by a heavy 
fall of rain on the day after their departure, which more than 
supplied the place of what had already been expended. In 
the history of the British navy, replete as that history is with 
extraordinary and even romantic incidents, there is not, 
perhaps, a chapter of deeper interest than that which relates 
the conduct and adventures of the small body of intrepid 
beings thus left on a solitary island, remote from succour, and 
with only a very uncertain prospect of ever obtaining it. It 
places in the strongest light those manly and noble qualities 
which have always distinguished our sailors; and to which 
not only the glory, but the very safety of their native country 
IS mainly attributable. We extract the following simple nar- 

* The water had by this time risen to the main deck from below, and was 
beating over it Uirough the starboard ports as the ship lay on her beam ends. 
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rative of the hardships and dangers to which these brave 
fellows were exposed, and of the fortitude with which those 
hardships were sustained, and the courage with which those 
dangers were met, from the account of the voyage by Mr. 
M^Leod, the surgeon of the Alceste : — 

^* The number left behind was two hundred men and boys, 
and one woman. The first measure of Captain Maxwell, after 
fixing a party to dig a well in a spot which was judged, from 
a combination of circumstances, the most likely to find water, 
was to remove our bivouac to the top of the hill, where we 
could breathe a cooler and purer air ; a place, in all respects, 
not only better adapted to the preservation of our health, but 
to our defence in case of attack. A path was cut upwards, 
and a party employed in clearing away and setting fire to the 
underwood on the summit. This last operation tended much 
to free us from myriads of ants, and of snakes, scorpions, 
centipedes, and other reptiles, which, in such a place and 
climate generally abound. Others were employed in remov- 
ing upwards our small stock of provisions, which were de* 
posited {under a strict guard) in a sort of natural magazine, 
formed by the tumbling together of some huge masses of rock 
on the highest part of this eminence. On board the wreck a 
party was stationed, endeavouring to gain any accession they 
could to our stock of provisions and arms, and to save any 
public stores that could be found. There was a communi- 
cation for this purpose between the shore and the ship when- 
ever the tide permitted. For the last two days every one had 
experienced much misery from thirst: a small cask of water 
(the only one which could be obtained from the ship) was 
scarcely equal to a pint each in the course of that period ; and 
perhaps no question was ever so anxiously repeated as, * What 
hope from the wdl ?' About eleven at night the diggers had 
got, by rather a tortuous direction (on account of large stones), 
as far down as twenty feet, when they came to a clayey or 
marly soil, that above it being a red earth, which seemed 
rather moist, and had nothing saline in the taste. At a little 
past midnight, a bpttle of muddy water was brought the cap- 
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tain as a specimen ; and, the moment it was understood to be 
fresh, the rush to the well was sach as to impede the work- 
men : therefore it became necessary to plant sentries to enable 
them to complete their task, and permit the water to settle a 
little. Fortunately, about this time a heavy shower of rain 
fell, and, by spreading sheets, tablecloths, &C., and wringing 
them, some relief was afibrded. There are few situations in 
which men exposed without shelter to a torrent of rain would, 
as in the present instance, hail that circumstance as a blessing: 
bathing in the sea was also resorted to by many in order to 
drink by absorption^ and they fancied it a£Ebrded relief. 

^ Thursday, 20th. This morning the Captain, ordering 
all hands together, stated to them in few words, that every 
man, by the regulations of the navy, was as liable to answer 
for his conduct on the present as on any other occasion; that, 
as long as he lived, the same discipline should be exerted, and, 
if necessary, with greater rigour than on board ; a discipline 
for the general welfare, which he trusted every sensible man 
of the party must see the necessity of maintaining ; — assuring 
them, at the same time, he would have much pleasure in re- 
commending those who distinguished th^nselves by the regu- 
larity and propriety of their conduct; — that the provisions we 
had been able to save should be served out, although neces- 
sarily with a very sparing hand, yet with the most rigid 
equality to all ranks, until we obtained that relief which he 
trusted would soon follow the arrival of Lord Amherst at 
Java. 

<< During this day the well afforded a pint of water for each 
man : it had a sweetish milk-and-water taste, something like the 
juice of the cocoa-nut, but nobody found fault with it*; on die 
contrary, it diffiised that scMrt of happiness which only diey 
can feel who have felt the horrible sensation of thirst imder a 
vertical sun, subject at the same time to a harassing and 
fittiguing duty. This day was employed in getting up every 
thing from the foot of the hill ; boats passing to the ship ; but, 

* *' It was hapjnly said, when mixed with a little rum, to resemble milk-punch ; 
and we endeavoured to penuade ouraelyes that it was so.** 
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unfortunatelys almost every thing of real value to as in our 
present case was under water. We were in hopes, however, 
that, as no bad weather was likely to happen, we might be 
enabled, by scuttling at low water, or by burning her upper 
works, to acquire many useful articles. 

<<Qn Friday (21st), the party stationed at the ship found 
themselves, soon after daylight, surrounded by a number of 
Malay proas, apparently well armed, and full of men. With- 
out a single sword or musket for defence, they had just time 
to throw themselves into the boat alongside, and push for the 
shore, chased by the pirates, who, finding two of our other 
boats push out to their assistance, returned to the ship and 
took possession of her. Soon afterwards it was reported, 
from the look-out rock, that the savages, armed with spears, 
were landing at a point about two miles off. Under all the 
depressing circumstances attending shipwreck, — of hunger, 
thirst, and fatigue, — and menaced by a ruthless foe, it was 
glorious to see the British spirit staunch and unsubdued. 
The order was given for every man to arm himself in the best 
way he could ; and it was obeyed with the utmost promptitude 
and alacrity. Rude pike-staves were formed, by cutting down 
young trees; small swords, dirks, knives, chisels, and even 
large spike-nails sharpened, were firmly afiixed to the ends of 
these pdies ; and those who could find nothing better hardened 
the end of the wood in the fire, and bringing it to a sharp 
point, formed a tolerable weapon. There were, perhaps, a 
dozen cutlasses; the marines had about thirty muskets and 
bayonets, but could muster no more than seventy-five ball- 
cartridges among the whole party. We had fortunately pre- 
served some loose powder drawn from the upper deck guns 
after the ship had struck (for the magazine was under water 
in five minutes), and the marines, by hammering their buttons 
round, and by rolling up pieces of broken bottles in cartridges, 
did their best to supply themselves with a sort of langrage 
which would have some effect at close quarters ; and strict 
orders were given not to throw away a single shot until sure 
of their aim. Mr. Chefiy the carpenter, and his crew, under 
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the direction of the Captain, were busied in forming a sort of 
abattis, by felling trees, and enclosing in a circular shape the 
ground we occupied; and, by interweaving loose branches 
with the stakes driven in among these, a breastwork was 
constructed, which afforded us some cover, and must naturally 
impede the progress of any enemy unsupplied with artillery. 
That part of the island we had landed on was a narrow ridge, 
not above a musket-shot across, bounded on one side by the 
sea, and on the other by a creek, extending upwards of a mile 
inland, and nearly communicating with the sea at its head. 
Our hiU was the outer point of this tongue, and its shape 
might be very well represented by an inverted punch- bowl ; 
the circle on which the bowl stands would then show the for- 
tification ; and the space within it our citadel. 

*^ It appeared by the report of scouts, a short time afler the 
first account, that the Malays had not actually landed, but 
had taken possession of some rocks near this point, on which 
they deposited a quantity of plunder brought from the ship ; 
and during the day they continued making these predatory 
trips. 

*^ In the evening all hands were mustered under arms, and 
a motley, group they presented: it was gratifying, however, 
to observe, that, rude as were their implements of defence, 
there seemed to be no want of spirit to use them if occasion 
offered.* The ofiicers and men were now marshalled regularly 
into difierent divisions and companies, their various posts as- 
signed, and other arrangements made. An officer and party 
were ordered to take charge of the boats for the night ; and 
they were hauled closer into the landing-place. An alarm 
which occurred during the night showed the benefit of these 
regulations ; for, on a sentry challenging a noise among the 

• ** Even the little boys had managed to make fast a table fork, or something 
bf that kind, on the end of a stick, for their defence. One of the men who had 
been severely bruised by the falling of the masts, and was slung in his hammock 
between two trees, had been observed carefully yZsAn^, or fixing, with two sticks 
and a rope-yarn, the blade of an old razor. On being asked what he meant to do 
with it, he replied, < You know I cannot stand ; but, if any of these fellows come 
within reach of my hammock, FU maik them.* " 
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bushes, every one was at his post in an instant, and without 
the least confusion. 

" On Saturday rooming (22d), some of the Malay boats 
approached the place where ours were moored ; and, with the 
view of ascertaining whether they had any inclination to com- 
municate on friendly terms, the gig, with an officer and four 
hands, pulled gently towards them, waving the bough of a 
tree (a genera] symbol of peace every where), showing the 
usual demonstrations of friendship, and of a desire to speak to 
them : but all was vain, for they were merely reconnoitring 
our position, and immediately pulled back to their rock. 

" The Second Lieutenant (Mr. Hay) was now ordered, 
with the barge, cutter, and gig, armed in the best way we 
could, to proceed to the ship, and regain possession of her, 
either by fair means or by force ; the pirates not appearing at 
this time to have more than eighty men. Those on the rocks^ 
seeing our boats approach, threw all their plunder into their 
vessels, and made off. 

" Two of their largest proas were now at work on the ship ; 
but, on observing their comrades abandon the rock, and the 
advance of the boats, they also made sail away, having pre- 
viously set fire to the ship ; which they did so effectually, that 
in a few minutes the flames burst from every port, and she 
was soon enveloped in a cloud of smoke. The boats were 
unable to board her, and therefore returned. 

" Here was a period to every hope of accommodation with 
these people,— if, indeed, any reasonable hope could ever have 
been entertained on that head. The Malays, more especially 
those wandering and piratical tribes who roam about the coasts 
of Borneo^ Pilliton, and the wilder parts of Sumatra, are a 
race of savages, perhaps the most merciless and inhuman tp 
be found in any part of the world. The Battas are literally 
cannibals. In setting fire to the ship, they gave a decided 
proof of their disposition towards us ; but, although certainly 
with no good intention, they did merely what we intended to 
do ; for, by burning her upper works and decks, every thing 
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buoyant could float up from below, and be more easily laid 
hold of. 

" The ship continued burning during the whole of the 
night; and the flames, which could be seen through the open- 
ings of the trees, shed a melancholy glare around, and excited 
the most mournilil ideas. This night also all hands were 
suddenly under arms again, from a marine firing his musket 
at what he very properly considered a suspicious character 
near his post, who appeared advancing upon him, and refused 
to answer after being repeatedly hailed. It turned out after- 
wards that the branch of a tree, half cut through the day before, 
had given way, under one of a race of large baboons, which 
We found about this time disputed the possession of the island 
with us. At the well, where there generally was kept a good 
fire at night, on account of the mosquitoes, the sentries had 
more than once been alarmed by these gentlemen showing 
their black faces from behind the trees. They became so ex- 
tremely troublesome to some ducksVe had saved firom the 
wreck, (seizing and carrying them up the trees, and letting 
them fall down again when alarmed,) that on several occasions 
they left their little yard, and came up among the people, 
when the monkeys got among them ; thus instinctively prefer- 
ring the society of man for protection. 

" On Sunday morning (23cl), the boats were sent to the 
still smoking wreck ; and some flour, a few cases of wine, and 
a cask of beer, had floated up. This last God-send was an- 
nounced just at the conclusion of divine service, which was 
this morning held in the mess-tent ; and a pint was ordered to 
be immediately served out to each man, which called forth 
three cheers.* This seems to be the only style in which a 
British seaman can give vent to the warmer feelings of his 
heart. It is his mode of thanksgiving for benefits received ; 

* ** Some decorously righteous man, obserring to the chaplain that he had never 
leen such a scene in England as the congregation cheering at the church-door, 
the latter replied, with proper liberality (and tolerable good-humour), * Perhaps 
you never saw a thirsty English audience dismissed with the promise of a pint of 
beer a-piece.* " 



SIR MURRAY MAXWELL. 243 

and it equally serves him to honour his friend^ to defy his 
enemy, or to proclaim victory. This day we continued im^ 
proving our fence^ and clearing away a glacis immediately 
around it, that we might see and have fair play with these 
barbarians, should they approach. They had retired behind 
a little islet, called Pulo Chalacca, or Misfbriune^s Isle^ about 
two miles from us, and seemed waiting there for reinforce- 
ments ; for some of their party had made sail towards Billiton. 

** Monday morning (24th) the boats, as yesterday, went to 
the wreck, and returned with some casks of flour, only par* 
didly damaged ; a few cases of wine, and about forty boarding 
pikes, with eighteen muskets, were also laid hold of. With 
the loose powder secured out of the grt^at guns in the flrst 
instance, Mr. Holman, the gunner, had been actively em- 
ployed forming mqs)cetx;artridges ; and by melting down some 
pewter basins and jugs, with a small quantity of lead lately 
obtained from the wreck, balls were cast in clay moulds, in« 
creasing not a little our confidence and security. A quart of 
water each had been our daily allowance from the well hitherto ; 
and on this day a second was completed near the foot of the 
hill in another direction, which not only supplied clearer 
water, but in greater plenty ; and we could now, without re- 
striction, indulge in the luxury of a long drink, •^— not caring 
even to excite thirst, in order tp enjoy that luxury in a higher 
perfection* 

*^ On Tuesday (25th}, the boats made their usual trip ; 
$ome more cases of wine, and a few boarding-pikes, were 
obtained, both excellent articles in their way, in the hand^ of 
men who ^re inclined to entertain either their friends or their 
foes. On shore we were employed completing the paths to 
the wells, and felling trees whiph intercepted our view of the 
sea. 

" Wednesday (26th), at daylight, two of the pirate proas, 
with each a cano^ astern, were discovered close in with the 
cove where our boats were moored. Lieutenant Hay (a 
straight-forward sort of fellow), who had the guard that night 
at the boats, and of course slept in them, immediately dashed 
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at the Malays with the barge, cutter, and gig. Oo perceiv- 
ing this, they cot adrift thdr canoes and made all sail, 
chased by oar boats. They rather distanced the cutter and 
gig, but the barge gained upon them. On closings the Malays 
evinced every sign of defiance, placing themselves in the most 
threatening attitudes, and firing their swivels at the bsu^ge. 
This was returned by Mr. Hay with the only musket he had 
in the boat; and, as they closed nearer, the Malays commenced 
throwing their javelins and darts, several falling into the barge, 
but without wounding any of the men. Soon after they were 
grappled by our fiellows, when three of them having been shot, 
and a fourth knocked down with the butt end of the musket, 
five more jumped overboard and drowned themselves (evi- 
dently disdaining quarter), and two were taken prisoners, one 
of whom was severely wounded. This close style of fighting 
is termed by seamen man^handling an enemy. 

^^ The Malays had taken some measure to sink their proa, 
for she went down almost immediately. Nothing could ex- 
ceed the desperate ferocity of these people. One who had 
been shot through the body, but who was not quite dead, on 
being removed into the barge, with a view of saving him (as 
his own vessel was sinking), furiously grasped a cutlass whidi 
came within his reach ; and it was not without a strug^e 
wrenched from his hand : he died in a few minutes. The 
consort of this proa, firing a parting shot, bore up round the 
north end of the island, and escaped. Their canoes* (which 
we found very useful to us) were also brought on shore, con- 
taining several articles of plunder from the ship. They 
appeared to be the two identical proas which set fire to her. 
The prisoners (the one rather elderly, the other young), when 

* ** During the time the boats were absent in chase, Mr. Fisher, anxious to 
secure one of the canoes, which was drifting past with the current, swam out 
towards it. When within a short distance of his object, an enormous shark was 
seen hovering near him, crossing and re-crossing, as they are sometimes observed 
to do before making a seizure. To have called out might probably have unnerved 
him (for he was unconscious of his situation) ; and it was resolyed to let him 
proceed without remark to the canoe, which was the nearest point of security. 
Happily he succeeded in getting safely into it ; whilst the sharks by his too long 
delay, lost a very wholesome breakfast." 
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brought on shore, seemed to have no hope of being permitted 
to live, and sullenly awaited their fate ; but, on the wounds of 
the younger being dressed, the hands of the other untied, and 
food offered to them, with other marks of kindness, they be- 
came more cheerful, and appeared especially gratified at see- 
ing one of their dead companions, who had been brought oi) 
shore, decently buried. 

" The Malays are a people of very unprqjossessing aspect ; 
their bodies of a deep bronze colour ; their black teeth and 
reddened lips (from chewing the betel-nut and siri), their 
gaping nostrils, and lank clotted hair hanging about their 
shoulders and over their scowling countenances, give them 
altogether a fiend-like and murderous look. They are like- 
wise an unjoyous race, and seldom smile. 

** The state of one of the wounds received by the Malay 
{his knee-joint being penetrated, and the bones much injured), 
would have justified, more particularly in this kind of field 
practice, amputation ; but on consideration that it would be 
impossible to convince him of this being done with the intention 
of benefiting him, and might have the appearance of torture^ 
which it was not improbable might suggest the idea of ampu^ 
tation and other operations to them, in the event of any or 
fill of us falling into their hands, it was determined to try the 
f ffect of a good constitution, and careful attention. A little 
wigwam was built, and a blanket and other comforts 
given to him, his comrade being appointed his cook and at- 
tendant. They refused at first the provisions we offered them ; 
but, on giving them some rice to prepare in their own way, 
they seemed satisfied. Never expecting quarter when over- 
powered in their piratical attempts, and having been generally 
tortured when taken alive, may account for the others drown- 
ing themselves. 

" In the forenoon, immediately after this rencontre^ fourteen 
proas and smaller boats appeared standing across from the 
Banca side ; and soon after they anchored behind Pulo Cha- 
lacca. Several of. their people landed, and carrying up sora^ 
bundles on their shoulders, left them in the wood, and returned 

R 3 



^46 Sia MURRAY MAXWELl* 

for more. We had some hope, from the direction in which 
they first appeared, lis well as theitr anchoring at that spot (the 
rendezvous agreed upon at the departure of Lord Amherst}# 
that they might have been sent from Batavia to our relief. 

** The small flag (belonging to the embassy) was brought 
down and displayed on the lookK)Ut rock i the strangers each 
immediately hoisted some fiag at their mast-heads. Anxious 
to know still more about them, Mr. Sykes was allowed to ad^ 
vance with the union-jack, accompiuiied by some tnore of the 
young gentlemen, along the strand, tb a coiisiderable distance! 
and soon after some of their party, with a flag, set ofi^to meet 
them. As they mutually approached, the Malays dropped a 
little in the rear of their Sag«bearer^ and Udd down their arms i 
ours also fell astern ; and the two ancients (or colour-men^ 
wading into a creek which separated them, cautiously met each 
other. The Malay salamed a good deal; many fine Yark-» 
shire bows were made on the other side : shaking hands was 
the next ceremony, and then, joining flags, they walked up 
arm and arm to the place where the Cf^tain and several others 
were stlEitioned. Satislied now they nuist be friends sent to 
our assistance, they were welcomed with cheers, and every 
countenance was gladdened. But our joy was of short dur- 
ation ; for although their flag was laid submissively at the Cap* 
tain's feet, and all Were sufficiendy civil in their deportment^ 
yet they turned out to be mere wanderers, employed gathering 
a sort of sea-weed, found on the coaat of these (but in atiU 
greater abundance among the Pelew) islands, said by some to 
be an article of commerce with the Chinese epicures, who use 
it like the bird-nests in their soups. All this was made out 
chiefly by signs, added to a few Malay Words which smne 
understood. 

*^ Mr. Hay, with his division armed, proceeded down to 
their anchorage, himself and some other officers going on 
board with their Rajah (as they styled him), who expressed a 
great desire to see the Captain on board, arid sent him a pre«* 
sent of a piece of fish and some cocoa-nut milk. During ihe 
night many schemes were proposed as to the best mode of 
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negotiating with these people. Some thought that, by the 
hope of reward, they might be induced to carry part of us to 
Java, and our four remaining boats would then be equal to 
the conveyance of the rest. Others, advertiug to the treache- 
rous conduct of the Malays, and the great temptation to mur- 
der us when in their power, from that sort of property still in 
our possession, and to them of great value, considered it safest 
to seize upon and disarm them, carrying ourselves to Batavia, 
and then most amply to remunerate them for any incon- 
venience they might have sustained from being pressed into 
the service. 

** The morning of Thursday, the 27th, however, perfectly 
relieved us from any further discussion on this subject, the 
Rajah and his suite having proceeded to plunder the wreck, 
which by this time they had espied. It is probable they were 
not certain of our real situation on the first evening, but might 
have supposed, from seeing the uniforms, colours, and other 
military appearance^ that some settlement, as at Minto (in the 
Island of Banca), had been established there ; and this may 
also account for their civility in the first instance : for, from 
the moment their harpy-like spirit was excited by the wreck, 
and they ^aw our real condition, there were no more offerings 
offish or of cocoa-nut milk. 

** To have sent the boats openly to attack them was judged 
impoUiic ; it would only have driven them off for a moment, 
and put them on their guard against surprise by night, should 
it be thought necessary in a day or two to do so. They could 
deprive us of little; for the copper bolts and iron work, which 
they were now most interested about, were not to us of ma- 
terial importance. 

*^ We had the day before moved the boats into anotlier 
cove, more out of sight (from the overspreading branches of 
the trees), and safer in case of attack, being commanded by 
two strong little forts (one having a rude drawbridge), erected 
on the rocks immediately above it, and wattled in, where an 
officer and piquet were nightly placed ; and a new serpentine 
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path was cut down to this inlet, communicating with our tnaiii 
position aloft. 

** On Friday, the 28th, the Malays were still employed on 
the wreck. A boat approached us in the forenoon ; but, on 
the gig going out to meet it, they refused to correspond, and 
returned to their party. No relief having appeared from 
Batavia, and the period being elapsed at which (as was now 
thought) we had reason to expect it, measures were taken, by 
repairing the launch aiid constructing a fine raft, to give us 
additional powers of transporting ourselves frpm our present 
abode, before our stock of provisions was entirely exhausted. 

^^ On Saturday, the 1st of March, the Malays acquired a 
great accession of strength, by the arrival of fourteen more 
proas from the northward (probably of the old party), who 
joined in breaking up the remains of the wreck. 

" At daylight, on Sunday the 2d, still greater force having 
joined them during the night, the pirates (leaving a number at 
work on the wreck) advanced with upwards of twenty of their 
heaviest vessels towards our landing-place ; fired one of their 
patereroes ; beat their gongs ; and, making a hideous yelling 
noise, they anchored in a line about a cable's length from our 
cove. We were instantly under arms, the party covering the 
boats strengthened, and scouts sent out to watch their motions, 
as some of their boats had gone up the creek, at the back of 
our position ; and to beat about, lest any should be lying in 
ambush from the land. About this time the old Malay 
prisoner, who was under charge of sentries at the well, and 
who had been incautiously trusted by them to cut some wood 
for the fire, hearing the howling of his tribe, left his wounded 
comrade to shift for himself, ran ofi* into the wood, and 
escaped, carrying with him his hatchet. Finding, after wait- 
ing a short time in this state of preparation, that they made 
no attempt to land, an officer was sent a little outside the cove 
in a canoe, waving in a friendly manner, to try how they would 
act. After some deliberation, one of their boats, with several 
men armed with creeses, or their crooked daggers, approached: 
here, as usual, little could be made out, except a display of 
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their marauding spirit^ by taking a fancy to the shirt and 
trowsers of one of the yoong gentlemen in the canoe ; but, on 
his refusing to give them up, they used no force. ^ 

*^ A letter was now written, and addressed to the chief 
authority at Minto, a small settlement on the north-west point 
of Banca, stating the situation in which we were placed, and 
requesting him to forward, if in his power, one or two small 
vessels to us, with a little bread and salt provisions, and some 
ammunition. Again the officer went out in the canoe, and 
was again met by the Malay boat. This letter was given to 
them, the word Minto repeatedly pronounced (which they 
seemed to understand), the direction pointed out, and signs 
made that on their return with an answer they sliouldl be 
rewarded with abundance of dollars — showing them one as a 
specimen. This was done more to try them, than with any 
hope of their performing the service; for, although a boat 
went down to Pulo Chalacca (where they appeared to have 
somebody in superior authority), yet none took the direction 
of Banca. Meantime their force rapidly increased, their proas 
and boats of different sizes amounting to fifty. The larger 
had from sixteen to twenty men, the smaller about seven or 
eight; so. that, averaging even at the lowest, ten each, they 
had fully five hundred men. The wreck seemed now nearly 
exhausted, and appeared to be a very secondary object, 
knowing the chief booty must be in our possession ; and they 
blockaded us ^with increased rigour, drawing closer into the 
cove, more especially at high water ; fearful lest our boats, 
being afloat at that period, should push out and escape them- 
In the afternoon some of the Rajah's people (whom we at first 
considered our friends) made their appearance, as if seeking a 
parley ; and on communicating with them, gave us to under- 
stand by signs, and as many words as could be made out, that 
all the Malays, except their party, were extremely hostile to 
us; that it was their determination to attack us that night; 
and urging also that some of their people should sleep up the 
hill, in order to protect us. Their former conduct and pre- 
sent connections displayed so evidently the treachery of this 
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offer, that It is needless to say that it was rejected ; giving 
them to understand we could trust to ourselves. They imme- 
diately returned to their gang) who certainly assumed a most 
menacing attitude. In the evening, when the officers and 
men were assembled as usual under arms, in order to inspect 
them, and settle the watches for the night, the Captain spoke 
to them with much animation, almost verbatim as follows; — 

<< ^ My lads, you must all have observed this day, as well 
as myself, the great increase of the enemy's force — for enemies 
we must now consider them— and the threatening posture they 
have assumed. I have^ on various grounds^ strong reason to 
believe they will attack us this night. I do not wish to con- 
ceal our real stat^ because I think there is not a man here 
who is afraid to &ce any sort of danger. We are now 
strongly fenced in, and our position is in all respects so good, 
that, armed as we ar^, we ought to make a formidable defence 
against even regular troops > what, tben, would be thought of 
us, if we allowed ourselves to be surprisied by a set of naked 
savages, with their spears and creases ? It is true they have 
swivels in tiieir boats, but they cannot act here : I have not 
observed that they have any matchlocks or muskets ; but if 
they have, so have w^. I do tiot wish to deceive you as to 
the means of resistance in our power. When we were first 
thrown together on shore, we were aUnost de^cdless; 
only seventy-five ball cartridges could be mustered; we have 
now sixteen hundred. They canno(^ I brieve, s^id up 
more than five hundred n^en; bat with two hundred such 
as now stand around me, I do not fear a thousand, nay, 
fifteen hundred of them. I h^ve the fullest confidence we 
shall beat them: the pikemen standing firm, we can give 
them such a volley of musketry as they will be little prepared 
for ; and when we find they are thrown into confusion, we 'U 
sally out among them, chase tbem intv ]tba water, and ten ip 
one but we secure their vessels. Let eiy^ry man, therefore^ 
be on the alert, with his arms in his hands ; and should these 
barbarians this night attempt our billt I trust we shall con«- 
vince them that they are dealing with Brit<tts»' 
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^* t^erhaps three jollier hurras were never given than at 
the conclusion of this short but well-timed address. The 
Woods fairly echoed again ; whikt the picket at the cove, and 
those stationed at the wells, the instant it caught their ear, 
instinctively joined their sympathetic cheers to the general 
chorus. 

*< There was something like unity and concord in such a 
bound (one neither resembling the feeble shout nor savage 
yell), which, rung in the ears of these gendemen, no doubt had 
its effect; for about this time (8 p. m.) they were observed 
making signals with lights to some of their tribe behind the 
islet If ever seamen or marines had a strong inducement to 
fight, it was on the present occasion; for every thing conduced 
to animate them. The feeling excited by a savage, cruel, and 
inhospitable aggression on the part of the Malays, <-« an 
aggression adding calamity to misfortune, — roused every 
mind to a spirit of just revenge ; and the appeal now made to 
them on the score of national character was not likely to let 
that feeling cool. That they might come, seemed to be the 
anxious wish of every heart. After a slender but cheerful re* 
past, the men laid down as usual on their arms^ whilst the 
Captain remained with those on guard to superintend his 
arrangements. An alarm during the night showed the effect 
of preparation on the people's minds ; for ajl like lightning 
were at their posts, and returned growling and disappointed 
because the alarm was fidse. 

^^Dayli^t, on Monday the 3d, discovered the pirates 
exacdy in the same position in front of us ; ten more vessels 
having joined them during the night, making their number 
now at least six hundred men. . The plot began to thicken, 
and our situation became hourly more critical. Their force 
rapidly accumulating, and our little stodi: of provisions daily 
shortening, rendered some desperate m^flusure immediately 
necessary. 

** That which seemed most feasible was, by a sudden night 
attack, with our four boats well armed, to carry by boarding 
BCMneof their vessels; and, by manning them, repeat our attack 
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with increased force, taking more, ot dispersing them. The 
possession. of some of their proas, in addition |g^our own boats 
(taking into consideration that*our numbers would be thinned 
on the occasion), might enable us to shove off for Java, in de- 
fiance of them. Any attempt to move on a raft, with their 
vessels playing round it armed with swivels, was evidently 
impossible. Awful as our situation now was, and every hour 
becoming more so ; — starvation staring us in the face on one 
hand, and without a hope of mercy from the savages on the 
other ; — yet were there no symptoms of depression, or gloomy 
despair; every mind seemed buoyant ; aud, if«ahy estimate of 
the general feeling could be collected from countenances, from 
the manner and expressions of all, there appeared to be formed 
in every breast a calm determination to dash at them, and be 
successful; or to fall, as became men, in the attempt to be 
free. 

'^ About noon on this dtty^ whilst schemes and proposals 
were flying about, as to the mode of executing the measures in 
view, Mr. Johnstone (ever on the alert), who had mounted 
the look-out tree — one of the loftiest on the summit of our hill 
' — descried a sail at a great distance to the southward, which he 
thought larger than a Malay vessel. The buzz of conversation 
was in a moment hushed, and every eye fixed anxiously on the 
tree fo&^he next report; a signal-roan and telescope being in« 
stantiy sent up* She was now lost sight of from a dark squall 
overspreading that part of the horizon ; but in about twenty 
minutes she emerged from the cloud, and was decidedly 
announced to be a square-rigged vessel. ^ Are you quite sure 
of that ? ' was eagerly enquired. * Quite certain,' was the 
reply ; * it is either a ship or a brig, standing towards the 
island, under all sail.' The joy this happy sight infused, and 
the gratitude of every heart at this prospect of deliverance, 
inay be more easily conceived than described. It occasioned 
a sudden transition of the mind from one train of thinking to 
another ; as if waking from a disagreeable dream. We imme- 
diately displayed our colours on the highest branch of the tree, 
to attract attention, lest she should only be a passing stranger. 
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^' The pirates sood after this discovered the ship (a signal 
having been made with a gun by those anchored behind Pulo 
Chalacca), which occasioned an evident stir among them. 
As the water was ebbing fast) it was thought possible, by an 
unexpected rush out to the edge of the reef, to get some of 
them under fire, and secure them. They seemed, however, to 
have suspected our purpose ; for the moment the seamen and 
marines appeared from under the mangroves, the nearest proa 
let fly her swivel among a party of the officers, who had been 
previously wading outwards * ; and the wliole, instantly getting 
under weigh, made sail ofl^, fired at by our people, but unfor- ^ 
tunately without effect; for, in addition to the dexterous 
management of their boats, the wind enabled them to weather 
the rocks. It was fortunate, however, this attack on them took 
place, and that it had the effect of driving them away ; for, had 
they stood their ground, we were as much in their power as 
ever-^the ship being obliged to anchor eight miles to leeward 
of the island, and eleven or twelve from our position, on 
account of the wind and current ; and, as this wind and cur- 
rent continued the same for some time afterwards, they might 
most easily, with their force, have cut ofi^ all communication 
between us. Indeed, it was a providential and most extraor- 
dinary circumstance, during this monsoon, that the ship was 
able to fetch up so far as ^ she did* The blockade being now 
raised, the gig, with Messrs. Sykes and Abbot, was despatched 
to the ship, which proved to be the Ternate, one of the Com- 
pany's cruizers, sent by Lord Amherst to our assistance, 
having on board Messrs. Ellis and Hoppner, who embarked 
on the day of their arrival at Batavia, and pushed back to the 
island." 

Mr. M^Leod further observes : — *^ It is a tribute due to 
Captain Maxwell to state (and it is a tribute which all most 
cheerfully pay), that, by his judicious arrangements, we were 
preserved from all the horrors of anarchy and confusion. His 
measures inspired confidence and hope; whilst his personal 

* The shot was picked up by one of the young gentlemen, and appeared to be 
of malleable iron, not quite round. 
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example, in the hour of danger, gave courage and animation 
to all around him." 

Mr. Ellis also (the third Commissioner of the Embassy) 
remarks :-— ^^ Participation of privation, and equal distribution 
of comfort, had lightened the weight of suffering to all ; and I 
found the universal sentiment to be an enthusiastic admiration 
of the temper, energy, and arrangements of Captain MaxweiL 
No man ever gained more in the estimation of his comrades 
by gallantry in action, than he had done by his conduct on 
this trying occasion : his look was confidence, and his orders 
were felt to be security." 

The next and part of the following day were employed in 
embarking the crew and remaining stores on board the Ter- 
nate ; which sailed in the afternoon of the 7th, and reached 
Batavia on the evening of the 9th. Lord Amherst and Cap* 
tain Maxwell having deemed it advisable to combine the 
conveyance of the embassy with that of the officers and crew 
of the Alceste to England, the ship Caesar was taken up for 
those purposes ; and all the necessary arrangements being 
completed, they sailed from Batavia Roads on the 12th of 
April. 

On his passage home Captain Maxwell had an interview 
with Napoleon Bonaparte, who remembered that he had com- 
manded at the capture of La Pomone, and said to him, ^^ Vom 
itiez tres m4chant — Eh bieni your government must not 
blame you for the loss of the Alceste, for you have taken one 
of my frigates." That his government had no cause to cen- 
sure him will be seen by the following decision of a Court* 
Martial, held on board the Queen Charlotte, at Portsmouth, 
in August, 1817: — 

" The Court is of opinion that the loss of His Majesty's 
late ship Alceste was caused by her striking on a sunken 
rock, until then unknown, in the straits of Caspar. That Cap- 
tain Murray Maxwell, previous to the circumstance, appears 
to have conducted himself in the most zealous and officer- 
like manner ; and, after the ship struck, his coolness, self-col- 
lection, and exertions, were highly conspicuous; and that 

18 
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every thing was done by him and his officers within the power 
of man to execute, previous to the loss of the ship ; and after- 
wards to preserve the lives of the Right Hon. Lord Amherst, 
His Majesty's Ambassador, and his suite, as well as those of 
the ship's company, and to save her stores on that occasion : 
the Court, therefore, adjudge the said Captain Murray Max- 
well, his officers and men, to be most fully acquitted^ 

Amongst the witnesses examined on this occasion was Lord 
Amherst, who stated, ** that he had selected Captain Maxwell, 
on the occasion of the embassy, from motives of personal 
friendship, as well as from the high opinion he entertained of 
his professional character ; which opinion had been much in« 
creased by the events of the voyage." 

Captain Maxwell was nominated a C. B. in 1815, and re- 
ceived the honour of knighthood on the 27th of May, 1818. 
At the general election in the same year he stood as a can- 
didate for the city of Westminster, and sustained severe per- 
sonal injury from the vile rabble with which the hustings in 
Covent Garden is on such occasions surrounded. On the 
20th of May, 1819, the Hon. East India Company presented 
him with the sum of 1500/. for the services rendered by him 
to the embassy, and as a remuneration for the loss he sus-^ 
tained on his return from China. He was appointed to the 
Bulwark, a third-rate, bearing the flag of Sir Benjfimin Hal- 
lowell, at Chatham, in June, 1821 ; and removed to the 
Briton frigate, on the 28th of November, 1 822 ; and he was 
afterwards employed on the South American station. 

On the 11th of May, 1831, Sir Murray Maxwell was ap- 
pointed Lieutenant-Governor of Prince Edward's Island ; and 
was preparing to take his departure, when a very short illness 
terminated his life, on the 26th of June, 1831. 



For the foregoing memoir, we are principally indebted to 
" Marshall's Royal Naval Biography," and «* M'Leod's Nar- 
rative of the Voyage of the Alceste." 
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No. XVI. 

THOMAS HOPE, ESQ. F.R.S., AND F.S.A. 

This gentleman, equally known in the world of fashion and 
the world of art, was a descendant from the Hopes (Baronets) 
of Craig Hall, in the county of Fife. The founder of the 
family appears to have been John de Hope, who came from 
France in the train of Magdalene, Queen of King James the 
First. His grandson, Henry, an eminent merchant, married 
Jeanne de Tott, a French lady, by whom he had two sons : 
Thomas, created a Baronet in 1626 ; and Henry, who settled 
in Holland, and amassed a large fortune in commerce.,. Of 
this gentleman, Mr. Hope was, we believe, a nephew, and a 
partner in the concern. One of his brothers still resides in 
Amsterdam; and another (Philip Hope, Esq.), in Norfolk 
Street, London. The Hopes of Amsterdam were proverbial 
for wealth, for liberality, for the splendour of their mansion, 
and for their extensive and valuable collection of works of art. 
Early in life, Mr. Hope, possessing an ample fortune, tra- 
velled over various parts of Europe, Asia, and Africa; and 
having, with a refined taste, acquired a facility of drawing, h^ 
brought home a large collection of sketches, principally of 
architecture and sculpture. Soon after his return and settler 
ment in London, he published " A Letter, addressed to 
F. Annesley, Esq., on a Series of Designs for Downing 
College, Cambridge;" in which, founding his judgment on 
what he had seen and examined in the course of his travels, 
he criticised, with considerable severity, the series of plans, 
elevations, &c. which had been produced by Mr. Wyatt. In 
consequence, as it has been said, of these criticisms, Mr. 
Wyatt's designs were rejected ; and Mr. Wilkins was after- 
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wards employed to commence the college. The buildingt 
however, has not been finished. 

Having purchased a large house in Duchess Street, Mr. 
Hope devoted much time and study in finishing and fitting 
up the interior from his own drawings, and partly in imitation 
of the best specimens, both ancient and modern, in Italy. A 
description of this house will be found in the first volume 
of " The Public Buildings of London," by Britton and Pu- 
gin, accompanied by two plates representing the Flemish 
Picture Gallery, which was an addition made in 1820. A 
view of the old Picture Gallery, together with a catalogue of 
the pictures, was published in Westmacott's " Account of the 
British Galleries of Painting and Sculpture." 

Mr. Hope's country mansion was at Deepdene, near Dor- 
king ; and thither he had removed a large number of his pic- 
tures, sculpture, and books, having built for their reception 
a new library, a gallery, and an amphitheatre to arrange and 
display antiques. There are three views of this mansion in 
" Neale's Seats ; " and two, with a description recently revised, 
will be found in Prosser's " Views in Surrey." It is remark- 
able that this beautiful spot is described by the old topographer 
Aubrey by the name of its future owner. His words are as 
follows : — "A long Hope, u e. according to Virgil, * deductus 
vallis,' is contrived in the most pleasant and delightful solitude 
for house, gardens, orchards, boscages, &c. that I have seen 
in England ; it deserves a poem, and was a subject worthy of 
Mr. Cowley's muse. The true name of this Hope is Dipden, 
qiuisi Deepdene." The natural beauties of Deepdene were 
first moulded into cultivation by the Hon. Charles Howard, 
who died in 1714. 

In 1805, Mr. Hope published the drawings which he had 
made for his furniture, &c. in a folio volume, entitled " House-^ 
hold Furniture and Decorations." Notwithstanding the ridi- 
cule attempted to be cast on this work in the Edinburgh 
Review, it led the way to a complete revolution in the up- 
holstery and interior decoration of houses. " To Mr. Hope," 
says Mr. Britton, in his volume entitled " The Union of Paint- 

VOL. XVI. s 
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ing. Sculpture, and Architecture," ^^ we are indebted, in an 
eminent degree, for the classical and appropriate style which 
now generally characterises our furniture and domestic uten- 
sils« Like most other, innovations, his was described as 
whimsical and puerile by some; persons -— as if it were unbe- 
coming a man of fortune to indulge in the elegant refinements 
which weakh placed at his command: whilst others caricatured 
the system, by cramming their apartments with mythological 
figures and conceits, jumbled together without propriety or 
meaning.'' 

Mr. Hope was, in all respects, a munificent patron of art 
and of artists, and even of the humUer mechanic ; for he has 
been known to traverse obscure alleys, lanes, and courts, to 
find out and employ men of skill and talent in their respective 
pursuits. Thorwaldsen, the Danish sculptor, was chiefly in- 
debted to him for the early support and patronage which he 
experienced. By him the genius of young Cbantrey was 
called into action, whilst the more mature talents of Flaxman 
were honourably employed. These are only a few of the 
numerous instances in which his liberality was nobly and 
advantageously manifested* In one case^ however, his pa- 
tronage was returned by an act of the basest ingratitude. 
Some dispute having arisen between Mr. Hope and a French- 
man of the name of Dubost, respecting the price and execution 
of a painting, the artist vented his spleen by the exhibition of 
an infamous caricature — a picture which he entitled ^^ Beauty 
and the Beast;" Mrs. Hope being drawn in the former cha- 
racter, and her husband in the latter, laying his treasures at 
her feet, and addressing her in the language of the French 
tale. This picture was publicly exhibited, and attracted such 
crowds of loungers and scandal-lovers to view it, that from 
20/. to 30/. a day was taken at the doors. It was at length 
cut to pieces in the room, by Mr. Beresford, the brother of 
Mrs. Hope. Dubost, upon this, brought an action against 
that gentleman, laying his damages at 1000/. ; but the jury 
gave him only 5/., as the worth of the canvass and colours - 
and that would not have been awarded, had Mr. Beresford, 
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instead of the general plea of ^< not guilty," pat in a plea that 
he destroyed the pletnre as a nuisance. 

In 1809, Mr. Hope published " The Costume of the An»- 
cients," in two voluraes, royal 8vo. 5 in fixing the price of 
which, in order to promote its more extensive circulation, 
he at once sacrificed 1000/. of the cost. The figures, which 
were chiefly selected from fictile vas^s (many of them in Mr. 
Hope's own collection), are engraved in outline, and the 
greater part of them by that eminent master in that style, 
Mr. H. Moses. Three years afterwards, Mr. Hope published 
his " Designs of Modern Costumes,'' in folio. These works 
evinced a profound research into the works of antiquity, and 
a familiarity with all that is graceful and elegant. 

Mr. Hope's ** Anastasius ; or Memoirs of a Modern 
Greek," an historical and geographical romance in three 
volomes, evinced at once the general knowledge, the fancy, 
and powers of the author. It presents such a faithful picture 
of the eustomS) manners, and countries of the Turks and 
Greeks, that, when a gentleman of high diplomatic station 
and abilities was advised to publish an account of his travels 
among those people, he replied, that Mr. Hope had already 
given such an accurate and graphic description of them in 
*' Anastasius," that there would be nothipg new for him to 
relate. Of the profligate hero of the work, however, it has 
beeti but too justly observed s — 

^ Anastasius is a scoundrel of the deepest dye, with no 
mixture of the milk of human kindness to blend with the 
harsher ingredients of his character. If at any time a spark 
of bettei^ feeling is struck out by the collision of circumstances 
from his flinty nature, it is as iiiimediately extinguished, and 
* straight is cold again.' He se^ms to belong entirely to that 
modern school of worthies, who, by the aid ef a* white fore^^ 
head, a curkd lip, raven hair and eyes, and the Turkish 
costume, have contrived to excite so powerful a sympathy in 
thei^ favour." * 

Besides these productions, Mr. Hope contributed several 

♦ Quarterly Review. 
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papers to (li£Perent periodical publications ; and, at the time 
of his decease, was engaged in passing through the press a 
work " On the Origin and Prospects of Man." That work 
has since been published ; and for the following able little 
analysis of its singular contents, we are indebted to the kind- 
ness of a literary friend : — 

" Tlie ^ Essay on the Origin and Prospects of Man,' pub- 
lished posthumously, is only a preliminary portion of a wjork 
much more extensive, which Mr. Hope had long meditated, 
on Beauty; comprising, under that term, every species of at- 
tribute, physical and intellectual, of which the mere passive 
contemplation affords, through the channel of the senses, the 
exalted pleasures of which the cause is called beauty. How 
far this Essay will enhance the brilliant reputation of the 
author of ^^Anastasius," may be questioned ; but no one, whose 
taste for abstruse disquisition may lead him through the three 
volumes of which it consists, will deny it to be the production 
of a mind of more than ordinary talents and acquirements. 
It is to be regretted that the difficulties incident to such dis- 
cussion should be further increased by the adoption of a pe- 
culiar style, modelled on a theory which is announced and 
vindicated in the introduction : in fact, so foreign is it in its 
structure, as to require continual translation into the English 
of which the vocabulary consists. 

^^ The fundamental principle of Mr. Hope's cosmogony is, 
that all things are generated by time and space : — to these 
succeed gravitation, centrifugal and centripetal ; from which, 
as the principle of all aggregation and combination, arise the 
earliest modifications of electricity ; namely, those which pro- 
duce the force of cold, combination, and substance, — cold 
being the connecting link between mere force and positive 
substance. Substance, which at first is radiant, consolidates, 
according to the determining circumstances, into forms gase- 
ous, liquid, and solid. From amorphous matter, by the 
action of electricity and cold, is produced crystallisation ; the 
highest and corapletest form of substances inorganic. By de- 
combinations brought about by the agency of heat, and other 
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recombinations, we ascend by a scale to substance organic 
and living, vegetable and animal ; — proving, contrary to the 
accepted belief, that, after the creation of inorganic matter, 
another distinct creation was necessary, in order to infuse into 
the former the principles of life ; that in the very conditions 
of mere time and space, in the very first act of the creation, 
were already laid the seeds of its last and highest develope- 
ments, not only vital, but sensitive and intellectual ; and that 
it was impossible, when the former arose, the latter should 
not, in their turn, out of them have arisen. 

^' These views, strange as they must appear, are developed 
in a most elaborate argument, supported by the resources of 
an imagination highly active, and aided by an extensive refer* 
ence to authorities both ancient and modern, sacred as well as 
profane. This is not the place for more than the most 
rapid summary of a work, to do full justice to which would 
occupy a space much more considerable than we could, con- 
sistently with our general plan, devote to it ; — but the alleged 
natural history of man is too singular to be wholly passed 
over. When, it seems, in the progress of creation, the elements 
of organised substance, by successive combinations and decom- 
binations, had arrived at a condition suited to the formation of 
beings, not only vital and sentient, but intellectual, these 
elements, meeting from opposite points by pressure, gradually 
accumulated and combined, until they resulted in man ! This 
process going on simultaneously wherever the elements were 
to be found, it follows, that every part of the world so circum- 
stanced was in a condition to produce its autocthones. The 
genus man thus comprises distinct species, each deriving from 
its own peculiar parent stock, discriminated one from the 
other by a comparative scale of excellence, both in physical 
and in intellectual capacity ; the ibrmer, if not determining 
the latter, at least being its unerring index. Between these 
several races is a boundary, not only distinct and well defined, 
but impassable : so that a Caffre or a Samoyed could no more, 
by whatever pains in education or discipline, be elevated to 
the comprehension of European science, than the dullest of 

s 3 
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brutes be trained to the sagacity of the depbant* The caose 
of these differences Mr. Hope traces to certain circumstinces 
in climate, soil^ and situation ; and be observes, that it is in 
those regions where Nature has been more than ordinarily 
bountiful to the inferior animals, that she has seemed most 
niggardly to man t for the elements, forestalled and exhausted 
by the combinations necessary for the formation of the former, 
were but scantily afforded in their concurrence for the formation 
of the latter. The country of the ourang outang and the ele- 
phant is at the same time the birthplace of the most degraded 
of the humpn species ; and, on a comparison, it may fairly be 
called in doubt, whether, in that country, the advantage remain 
with the man, or with the brute : the former^ it is true, is pos- 
sessed of faculties of which the other is wholly deprived ; but 
so imperfectly are they developed, as scarcely to be of any 
value, while he is greatly inferior in those physical qualiti^, 
and in the senses, they enjoy in common. 

*^ Of the original races, some, both of the highest and of the 
lowest species, have become extinct. The latter have perished 
and left no trace ; but of the former, the records of ages of the 
remotest time indicate a people, cultivated in arts and manners, 
theists in religion ; the first and most excellent of creation ; 
whose stature, form, and longevity, attest an immeasurable 
superiority; and from whose wreck, mixed up with baser 
matter, was collected and preserved by tradition all that haa 
since formed the basis and nucleus of civilisation. Such were 
the Bible Patriarchs before the flood -?*- such the Titans of 
mythology—- such the Pree^adamites of Arabian &ble. Next 
in order of excellence must be placed the stock anciently in- 
habiting the country between the Euxine and Caspian, to the 
south ; chiefly known by the colony which, under the name of 
Pelagians, Hellenes, and Dorians, settled in Greece, and the 
country along the coast of the Mediterranean adjacent These 
were alike beautiful in form, and exquisite in faculty ; by them 
was carried to rapid -perfection all that is in art most rare, 
and in science most abstruse ; and it is according as su€»eed-i 
ing generations approach the purity^f this race, that they will 
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approximate to an excellence which, deteriorated as they are, 
they never can hope fully to attain. 

^^ Pursuing the analogy by which he has, from the simplest 
elements (elements not yet obvious to the senses, scarcely in- 
deed to the imagination), traced the concatenation to shape- 
less masses, to crystallised substance, to organisation, to 
vitality, — till, in the latest and highest link, the diapason closes 
full in, — Mr. Hope follows the decombinations of this world, 
to other combinations in a more central and less imperfect 
sphere, in which they will be absorbed ; forming there an entity 
comprehending all modifications, inanimate and animate, inor- 
ganised and organic, vegetable and animal, sentient and intel- 
lectual, from the first and simplest to the last and highest, on 
which it was founded. 

^^ Such are the speculations of a writer, long holding a dis- 
tinguished place among the authors of the day, but in a depart- 
ment of literature so distinct firom that which occupied his 
latter years, that few, in perusing them, would recognise the 
author of those works on art, and above all, of that splendid 
fiction by which Mr. Hope is chiefly known. In these meta- 
physical disquisitions there is strong internal evidence of an 
earnest and sincere pursuit of truth, and of amiable and bene- 
volent feelings, which, however obnoxious Mr. Hope's para- 
doxes may be^ cannot fail to conciliate ; and if his reasonings 
do not convince, they at least i^ord ingenious views, well 
follow^ up ; and, to the few, materidis for thinking.'' 

Mr. Hope died on the 3d of February, 1831. It has been 
said of him, and we believe with only strict justice, that he was 
a most afiectionate husband, a fond and watchful parent, and 
a kind and humane man to all his domestics and dependants ; 
that his knowledge was extensive, varied, and solid ; and that 
his unostentatious habits and manners rendered him an object 
of admiration to those who were honoured with his friendship. 

A large collection has been left by Mr. Hope of drawings 
and engravings illustrative of buildings and scenery in Greece, 
Turkey, Italy, France, Germany, &c., and several plates of his 
antique sculpture and vases. 

s 4 
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Mr. Hope married, April 16, 1806, the Hon. Louisa 
Beresford, fifteenth and youngest child of the Right Rev, Lord 
Decies, Lord Archbishop of Tuam, and sister to the present 
Lord Decies. They had three sons ; the eldest of whom, Mr. 
Henry Hope, was a Groom of the Bedchamber to King 
George the Fourth, and still holds that office to his present 
Majesty. Mrs. Hope, also, is Woman of the Bedchamber to 
her Majesty : there is a charming portrait of this lady by Sir 
Thomas Lawrence. 

Mr. Hope's will has been proved by his brother, P. H. 
Hoge, Esq., and Jeremiah Harman, Esq., to each of whom is 
left a legacy of one thousand pounds. The collection of 
Italian pictures, articles of vertu, and the furniture, together 
with the house in Mansfield Street, are left to the eldest son, 
who is likewise residuary legatee. To his widow is left one 
thousand pounds in money, to be paid immediately ; an an- 
nuity of one thousand pounds a year, in addition to the lady's 
marriage settlement of three thousand a year ; and during her 
life the mansion and furniture at Deepdene. Large legacies 
are left to his other children ; and many of his friends are also 
remembered in his will, especially the Rev. William Harness, 
son of his friend Doctor Harness, to whom he has left five 
hundred pounds. Probate was granted for one hundred and 
eighty thousand pounds personal property. The gallery in 
Duchess Street, appended to Mr. Hope's house, in which his 
Italian pictures are deposited, was built by his brother, Mr. 
P. H. Hope ; and the splendid assemblage of pictures by 
the Dutch and Flemish masters, which are mingled with the 
Italian school, are the property of Mr. P. H. Hope, by whom 
they were collected. 
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No. XVII. 
THE RIGHT HON. ARCHIBALD COCHRANE, 

NINTH EARL OF DUNDONALD, LORD COCHRANE OF PAISLEY 

* 

AND OCHILTREE, LORD COCHRANE OF DUNDONALD, AND A 
BARONET OF NOVA SCOTIA, 

It is impossible to contemplate the life of the noble subject 
of this memoir without pain. Like many other celebrated 
men, he greatly contributed to the progress of useful know- 
ledge, and the benefit of his country, without the slightest 
advantage to himself. Indeed, he wholly expended his private 
fortune in speculations, which have proved profitable only to 
others ; and devoted to the public that time and those talents 
which, if they had been bestowed, or even partially bestowed, 
upon the management and improvement of his own estate, 
would have rendered him as opulent as he actually became 
necessitous. 

The noble family of which he was the representative took 
its surname from the barony of Cochrane, in Renfrewshire, 
North Britain, where it appears to have been of great an- 
tiquity. Although his ancestors did not attain the dignity of 
the peerage until the reign of Charles I. yet they had been 
Barons of some distinction for many centuries before. William 
Cochrane, a chieflain who in his time possessed considerable 
power and renown, left but one child, Elizabeth, who married 
Alexander Blair (the proper family name at this day) ; and 
by him had seven sons. William, the second of these, 
was created Baron Cochrane of Dundonald, in 164'7, by 
Charles I. ; and was advanced to the dignity of Earl of Dun- 
donald, in 1669, by Charles II. From his eldest son de- 
scended seven Earls of Dundonald ; but that branch became 
extinct in 1758, by the demise of William, a bachelor, who 
was killed at the capture of Cape Breton. The honours and 
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estates then devolved on Thomas, the father of the late peer ; 
he being descended from John, the younger son of the first 
Earl. 

Archibald Cochrane, the late Earl, was born on the 1st of 
January, 1748-9. He was the second but eldest surviving 
son of Thomas, by his second wife Jean, eldest daughter of 
Archibald Stewart, of Torrence, in the county of Lanark, Esq. ; 
which lady lived to the age of eighty*six, and died in 1808. 

In 1764, his Lordship obtained a Cornet's commission in 
the 3d regiment of dragoons. He soon, however, quitted 
the army for the navy, and served as a midshipman under one 
of his countrymen, the late Captain Stair Douglas, a gallant 
ofRcer of the old school. He was afterwards stationed on 
board a vessel on the coast of Guinea as an acting Lieutenant ; 
and there manifested great talents and peculiarities; among 
the latter of which was the custom of appearing constantly, 
except on duty, without a hat; for the purpose, as he observed, 
^^ of keeping the head cool." 

On the demise of his father, which took place on the 27th 
of June, 1778, Lord Cochrane succeeded to the family titles. 
He then determined to devote himself entirely to scientific 
pursuits, with the laudable view of improving the manufactures 
and commerce of his country. 

One of the first inventions published by this nobleman was 
intimately connected with the safety of the British navy, the 
extension of our mercantile speculations, and the advantage 
of the great proprietors of estates in the northern portion of 
the kingdom. While on the coast of Africa, he bad perceived 
that both King's ships and merchant vessels were subject to 
be worm-eaten in a very short space of time ; instances, indeed, 
having occurred in some of the great rivers, in which, in the 
course of a few months, they were declared not to be ^^ sea* 
worthy." To remedy such an evil became a particular object 
of Lord Dundonald's »tudy; and be at last bit upon an ex* 
pedient which promised to be attended with the most brilliant 
success, both in a national and in a profitable point of view. 
It was his Lordship's opinion that an extract firom coal^ in the 
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$hape of tar, would prove effectual to the end proposed ; and, 
after a variety of trials, it was at length found to answer. By 
way of a final experiment, an application was made to the 
States-General, and a guard-ship stationed at the mouth of 
the Texel had her bottom ^^ payed'' with this material. On 
her return into port, the keel, and all the streaks below water* 
mark, were found to be sound and substantial. A certificate 
of the fact was granted ; and a similar trial was made on a 
decked boat stationed at the Nore, the result of which was 
equally satisfactory. As the small or refuse coals were as 
good as the best for the purpose, warehouses and proper 
buildings for carrying on the process were erected at New- 
castle; and in 1785, his Lordship obtained an act of parlia- 
ment for vesting in him and his assigns, for twenty years, the 
scle use and property of a method of extracting tar, pitch, 
essential oils, volatile alkali, mineral acids, salts, and cinders, 
from pit-coal, throughout his Majesty's dominions ; for which 
he had previously procured a patent for the usual short term. 
The general adoption of copper sheathing, however, rendered 
the speculation abortive ; the use of coal tar was confined to 
the covering of outhouses, sheds, and fences ; and Lord Dun- 
donald not only reaped no profit whatever from his invention, 
but sustained an extensive loss by it. 

In 1785, his Lordship circulated ^^ An Account of the 
Qualities and Uses of Coal'^tar and Coal-varnish;" and in 
the same year he also published a quarto pamphlet, entitled 
" The present State of the Manufacture of Salt explained;" in 
which he recommended the refuse as a manure. 

In 1795, he publi3hed ^^ A Treatise, showing the intimate 
Connection that subsists between Agriculture and Chemistry ; 
addressed to the Cultivators of the Soil, to the Proprietors of 
the Fens and Mosses in Great Britain and Ireland, and to the 
Proprietors of West India Estates;" and in 1799, " The Prin- 
ciples of Chemistry applied to the Improvement of the Practice 
of Agriculture." 

In 1801, his Lordship obtained a patent ^^ for a method of 

preparing a substitute for gum Senegal and other gums exten-^ 

18 
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sively employed in certain branches of manufacture." His 
preparation was to be formed from lichens, from hemp or 
flax, and the bark of the willow and lime. In 1 803, he re- 
ceived another patent ^^ for methods of preparing hemp and 
flax, so as materially to aid the operation of the tools called 
hackles, in the division of the fibre." This plan consisted in 
steeping or boiling the stalks, in order more efiectually to 
remove the bark before dressing; and, as it was found to 
lessen the danger of mildew in sail-cloth, it was more gene- 
rally adopted, although it did not prove more profitable, than 
Lord Dundonald's other inventions. 

In 1807, during the successful contest of the present Earl 
of Dundonald, then Lord Cochrane, for the representation of 
Westminster, it was rumoured, for election purposes, that the 
noble subject of this memoir was at the point of death. The 
object was to cause it to be apprehended that the votes given 
to the son would be of no avail, since, in the event of the death 
of his father, he would be rendered ineligible to a seat in the 
House of Commons. To defeat this insidious stratagem,^ 
Lord Dundonald addressed the following good-humoured 
letter to the Editor of one of the London journals. 

" Sir, " London, November 24. 1807. 

** On perusing your paper of this date, I was very much 
surprised to find that you had represented my state of health 
to be so bad, that my life was despaired of. I assure you, 
sir, that I never enjoyed better health ; and I flatter myself 
that I shall outlive all the members and candidates for West- 
minster, excepting my son, Lord Cochrane. As you seem to 
take a particular interest in my state of health, you shall be 
duly informed by me when my life is despaired of. Inform- 
ation as to my demise^ you cannot well expect to receive from 
me. You will oblige me by giving this letter a place in your 
paper of to-morrow. 

" I am. Sir, 

**, Your obedient Servant, 

" Dundonald." 
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. Three of the candidates for Westminster at that period, -— 
the three unsuccessful candidates, Mr. Sheridan, Mr. Elliot, 
and Mr. Paull, — Lord Dandonald did actually outlive. In 
the circumstances of difficulty and embarrassment, however, 
in which he was placed> life was to him scarcely a boon. It 
was in allusion to this nobleman that the following remarks 
were made in the Annual Address of the Registrars of the 
Literary Fund Society in the year 182S : — 
. '* A man born in the high class of the old British peerage 
has devoted his acute and investigating mind solely to the 
prosecution of science ; and his powers have prevailed in the 
pursuit. The discoveries effected by his scientific research, 
with its direction altogether to utility, have been in many in- 
stances beneficial to the community, and in many have been 
the sources of wealth to individuals. To himself alone they 
have been unprofitable; for with a superior disdain, or (if 
you please) a culpable disregard of the goods of fortune, he 
has jscattered around him the produce of his intellect with a 
lavish and wild hand. If we may use the consecrated words 
of an Apostle, ^ though poor, he has made many rich,' and 
though in the immediate neighbourhood of wealth, he has 
been doomed to suffer, through a long series of laborious 
years, the severities of want. In his advanced age, he found 
ah estimable woman, in poverty, it is true, like himself, but of 
an unspotted character and of a high though untitled family, 
to participate the calamity of his fortunes ; and with her vir- 
tues and prudence, assisted by a small pension which she ob- 
tained from the benevolence of the Crown, she threw a gleam 
of light over the dark decline of his day. She was soon, how- 
ever, torn from him by death, and, with an infant whom she 
bequeathed to him, he was abandoned to destitution and dis- 
tress (for the pension was extinguished with her life). To 
this man, thus favoured by nature, and thus persecuted by 
fortune, we have been happy to offer some little alleviation 
of his sorrows ; and to prevent him from breathing his last 
under the oppressive sense of the ingratitude of his species." 
What may have been the subsequent struggles with mis- 
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fortune of this aged nobkioan ii b melaneholy to imagine. 
He was at length relieved from them by death. His decease 
took place at Paris, on the 1st of Jaly, 1831. 

The Earl of Dundonald was thrice married : first, at Anns- 
field, October 17. 177^9 to Anne, second daughter of Captain 
James Gilchrist, R. N., of that place ; and by that lady bad 
one daughter and six sons ; 1. the Right Hon. Thomas, now 
Earl of Dundonald, born in 1775, who from his adventurous 
spirit has made the name of Lord Cochrane familiar in almost 
every quarter of the world ; he married, about 1818, Catherine 
Frances Corbet, daughter of Mr^ Thomas Barnes, and has 
several children ; 2, Lady Anne, and S. the Hon. James, who 
both died young; 4. the Hon. Basil Cochrane, Lieutenant* 
Colonel of the 36th foot, who died May 14. 1816; 5. the 
Hon. William Erskine Cochrane, a Major inr the army, and 
late of the 15th regiment of dragoons; 6. the Hon. Archibald 
Cochrane, Captain R. N. ; 7. the Hon. Charles, who died 
young. The first Countess having died at Brompton, Ho* 
vember IS. 1784, the Earl married, secondly, at London, 
April 12. 17^8, Isabella, widow of John Mayney of Tefibn** 
Ewias in Wiltshure, Esq., and daughter of Sanniel Raymond, 
of Belchamp Hall in Essex ; and by her, who died in De*^ 
cember, 1808, at the house of her brother, Samuel Raymond 
Esq., had no issue; thirdly, in April, 1819, Anna Maria, 
eldest daughter of Francis Plowden, Esq. LL.I)., the Irish 
historian, who died September 18. 1822, leaving an only child; 
the Hon. Dorothy Cochrane, so named after her maternal 
grandmother, who was the authoress of an opera entitled 
" Virgmius." 



To the " Public Characters'' we are principally indAted 
for the materials of the foregoing memoir. 
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THE VENERABLE RALPH CHURTON, 

ARCHDEACON OF ST. DAVID*S; RECTOR OF MIDDLETON CHENEY, 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE; AND F. S. A. 

The Archdeacon was born December 8. 1 754, as is correctly 
stated by Mr. Ormerod, the historian of Cheshire, *^ at an 
estate called the Snabb, in the township of Bickley," and 
parish of Malpas ; the younger of two sons of Thomas Chur- 
ton and Sarah Clemson. His early demonstration of talents 
and piety, united to a frame of body naturally weak, appears 
to have suggested to a tender mother (of whom, though he 
lost her, with his other parent, in childhood, he always spoke 
in terms of the strongest affection, ) the wish to have him 
educated for the Church. It was a happy Providence that 
this wish was formed, and more happy that it was formed 
where the most amiable of men, and honoured son of the 
Church of England, the late Archdeacon Townson, was at 
hand to foster it. The circumstances attending his education 
were afterwards thus modestly detailed by himself in his Life 
of Townson : — 

" The writer of these memoirs was the younger son of one 
of Doctor Townson's parishioners, a yeoman. At a proper 
age he was put to the Grammar School at Malpas, with wishes, 
I believe, rather than any just hopes, of bringing him up to 
the Church. It pleased God that both his parents died ; but 
he continued at school ; and his worthy master, the Rev. Mr. 
Evans, recommended him to Doctor Townson, who made him 
presents of books, and frequently assisted and directed bis 
studies. By Doctor Townson's recommendation, he was 
entered at Brasenose in 1772; and the same generous hand 
contributed one half towards his academical expenses." 
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In a letter which he afterwards wrote to Bishop Heber, on 
his appointment to the See of Calcutta, he tells this charac- 
teristic anecdote : — " When I was left, more than fifty years 
ago, a fatherless and motherless boy, an honest labourer on 
the farm suggested to me this natural source of consolation : 
— * You will now have the prayers of the Church for you.* 
May you find in this thought the comfort which I then found : 
for you also will now remember, if your spirit should incline 
to sink under your arduous duties, that you have the prayers 
of the Church for you." 

Among his schoolfellows at Malpas, was the late Thomas 
Crewe Dod, Esq. of Edge, near Malpas, whose warmhearted 
friendship was continued from this time to his death, through 
a life often tried in battle-fields, and passed in scenes fre- 
quently far distant, and always &r difierent, from the retired 
occupations of a student. 

In 1 778, Mr. Churton was elected a Fellow of his College ; 
in 1785, he was chosen Bampton Lecturer ; appointed White- 
hall Preacher, by Bishop Porteusiin 1788; in 1792, his kind 
friend and benefactor. Doctor Townson, lived to see him pre- 
sented by his College to the living of Middleton Cheney ; — 
he was collated to the Archdeaconry of St David's, by 
Bishop Burgess, in 1805; and it is due to his memory, as 
well as to the honour of a distinguished statesman now living, 
to add, that the friendship of Viscount Sidmouth would have 
raised him to a still higher dignity, had not political changes 
frustrated his intention. 

The protection of Townson, and his own rising merit, pro- 
cured him, early in his academic life, many valued friends. 
Among those with whom he was on habits of intimacy, were 
the learned and pious Lewis Bagot, Bishop of St. Asaph, and 
Dean of Christ Church ; Sir Roger Newdigate, Bart, a name 
now long endeared to the Oxford Muses ; the excellent and 
learned Doctor Winchester, author of the " Dissertation on 
the XVIIth Article of the Church of England ; " and the 
amiable naturalist, and sincere Christian, Gilbert White, 
whose hospitable roof at Selbome, Hants, generally received 
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him at Christmas to what its owner called a winter migration. 
" For if you cannot be as regular," said the rural Philoso- 
pher, *^ as a ring-ousel or a swallow, where is the use of all 
your knowledge^ since it may be outdone by instinct ? " 

He was also at this period happy in the friendship of the 
memorable Richard Gough, to whom a kindred zeal in anti- 
quarian researches could not fail to recommend him ; of John 
Loveday, Esq., of Caversham, Berks, and his son John Love* 
day, D. C. L., of Williamscot, Oxon ; to whose superior 
powers of mind and exact judgment he constantly expressed 
his obligations, and paid a feeling tribute to their memory in 
his "Life of Townson,"and the preface to his "Life of No well." 

The friend of his youthful choice was, however, one whose 
career of honour was speedily shortened by the grave. This 
was Henry Edwards Davis, then of Baliol College, the 
author of " Remarks on Gibbon," the only one of his assail- 
ants to whom Gibbon replied. It was, indeed, one of those 
exploits which are considered so peculiarly the province of 
matiirer years, thsrt a 4ate bi<^rapher and relation * of Bishop 
Douglas has, with pardonable partiality, claimed for the 
Bishop the credit of having guided the pen of Henry Davis, 
It is no detraction from the fair fame of that 

— « scourge of impostors, and terror of quack?^" 

to State, on the certain authority of Archdeacon Churton, that, 
except iii giving Henry Davis access to his valuable library^ 
Bishop Douglas had little or no literary share in the achieve- 
ment. 

The Archdeacon was the author of a numerous list of 
works, chiefly in divinity and ecclesiastical biography, bearing 
the impress of a conscientious devotedqess to principle, under 
the guidance of a cultivated taste and a sound understanding. 
The titles of the principal of these are as follows : — ■ 

1. Batnpton Lectures; eight Sermons on the Prophecies 
relating to the Destruction of Jerusalem, preached before th^ 
University of Oxford. 1785. Svq. 

* The Rev. W. Macdonald, editor of « Select Works of Bp. Douglas." ' 
VOL. XVI. T 
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2. A Memoir of Thomas Townson^ D. D. Archdeacon of 
Richmond, and Rector of Malpas, Cheshire, &c« prefixed to 
** A Discourse on the Evangelical History from the Interment 
to the Ascension/' published after Dr. Townson's death by 
John Loveday, Esq., D. C. L. : Oxford, 179S. This memoir 
has been wholly or in part thrice reprinted ; in 1810, prefixed 
to an edition of Townson's Whole Works, 2 vols. 8vo. ; in 
1828, with a private impression of ^< Practical Discourses,'' by 
the late Archdeacon Townson, edited by the present distin- 
guished and venerated Bishop of Limerick ; and in 18B0, with 
the same Discourses published by Messrs. Cochran and Dun- 
can. Bishop Jebb has characterised Archdeacon Churton's 
memoir of his friend as ^* an admirable biographical sketch, 
uniting the fine simplicity of Isaak Walton with the classical 
elegance of Lowth." 

3. A Short Defence of the Church of En^and, &c. ad- 
dressed to the Inhabitants of Middleton Cheliey, Northamp* 
tonshire. Oxford, 1795. 

4« An Answer to a Letter from Francis Eyre, of Wark- 
worth, Esq. on the << Short Defence," &c. Oxford, 1796. 

5. A Postscript to an Answer to Francis Eyre, Esq.» oe*- 
casioned by his late paUication, entitled A Reply to the 
Rev. R. Churton, &c. Oxford, 1798. 

6. Another Postscript to the same. 1801. 

7. A Letter to the Bishop of Worcester, occasioned by his 
Strictures on Archbishop Seeker and^ Bishop Lowth, in bis 
Life of Kshop Warburton. Oxford, 1796. 

8. The Lives of William Smyth, Bishop of Lincoln, and 
Sir Richard Sutton, Knight, Founders of Brazen Nose 
College, Oxford. 1800. 8vd.->-To this work a Suf^lement 
was published in 1808. 

9. The Life of Alexander Nowdl, Dean of St. Paul's, &c« 
Oxford, 1809. Svo. 

10. The Works of Thomas ToWnson, D. D. with an Ac- 
count of the Author, an Introduction to the Discourses on 
the Gospels, and a Sermon on the Quotations in the Okl 
Testament. 1810. 2 vols. 8vo. 
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1 1. Several detached Sermons on various occasions ; viz. 
Hie Will of God die ground and principle of civil as well as 
religious Obedience, preached before the University, 1789; 
A Fast Sermon, before the University, 179S; A Sermon at 
the Bishop of Peterborough's Visitation at Towcester, 1798; 
Antichrist, the Man of Sin, bef^e the University, 1802; The 
Constitution and Example of the Seven Apocalyptic Churches, 
at Lambeth, at the consecration of Thomas (Burgess) Bishop 
of St. David's, and John (Fisher) Bishop of Exeter, 1803; 
The Reality of the Gun-powder Plot vindicated from some 
recent Misrepresentations [of Bishop Milner], before the Uni- 
versity, 1805 ; On the Manner of our Lord's Preaching, 1819 ; 
The Duty of maintaining primitive Truth, 1819. 

The last publication from his pen was a short Memoir of 
his friend the classical and accomplished Dr. Richard 
Chandler, prefixed to a new edition of his *^ Travels in Asia. 
Minor and Greece." 2 vols. 8vo. Oxford, 1825. 

In affording assistance to other authors, Mr. Cburtou was 
ever liberal and kind- He is enumerated by Mr. Gough 
among his most valuable correspondents; and that learned 
antiquary testified his regard for him, not only in a bequest of 
100/., but by the solemn gift, not long before his death, of a 
few valuable books. Among these was a copy of Wood's 
Atbense Oxonienses, containing the manuscript notes of Bishop 
Kenn^tt; and which, after Mr. Churton's decease, was to be 
placed with the bulk of Mr. Gough's books in the Bodleian 
Library. Immediately on receivii^ the announcement of the 
new edition of that great work, Mr. Churton anticipated tlie 
transmission of the volumes to the Bodleian, in order that the 
editor. Dr. Bliss, might have access to the information they 
contained. In the same way, and for a similar purpose, the 
Bishop's own copy of his *^ Parochial Antiquities " was trans* 
mitted to Dr. Bandinel. 

Mr. Nichols, in bis " Literary Anecdotes," was also mate- 
rially assisted by Mr. Archdeacon Churton; as was Mr. 
Chalmers, in his " History of the University of Oxford." 

AmcHig.the acknowledgments in the preface to the ** History 
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of Clieshire " is the following : — " The name of Archdeacon 
Churton must follow that of his deceased friend (Dean Choi- 
mondeley). To his communications the author is indebted 
for an ample account of the Rectors of Malpas, and other in- 
teresting particulars relative to that parish ; and for a variety 
of notices extracted from his manuscript collections, compiled 
from various sources during the time he was employed in his 
excellent Lives of the Founders of Brazen Nose." 

To Mr. Baker's " History of Northamptonshire," besides such 
itiformation as it is in the power of every parochial clergyman 
to bestow on a county historian, and some literary notices of 
the rectors his predecesssors, the Archdeacon contributed a 
fine engraving of the church at Middleton Cheney. 

With his friends, Doctor Burgess, the present learned and 
pious Bishop of Salisbury, Doctor Thomas Dunham Whitaker, 
the late elegant historian of Craven and of Yorkshire, the 
excellent Rev. J. B. Blakeway, one of the authors of the 
" History of Shrewsbury," and the Rev. H. J. Todd, author 
of many well-known theological and philological works, he 
was frequently in correspondence on the literary subjects in 
which they were engaged. 

To the pages of the Gentleman's Magazine the Archdeacon 
was for many years a frequent contributor ; and his communi- 
cations were always characterised by depth of learning, accu- 
racy of judgment, and the warmest attachment to the consti- 
tution in church and state. 

Archdeacon Churton married, July 11. 1796, MaryCalcot, 
of Stene in Northamptonshire, and had eight children, of whom 
four only survive. His third son, William Ralph Churton, 
educated at Rugby, some time of Lincoln College, afterwards 
on the Michel foundation at Queen's, and then Fellow of Oriel 
College, obtained in 1820 the Chancellor's prize for Latia 
verse, the subject of which was "Newtoni systema;" afterwards 
a First Class degree, in 1 822; and, in 1824, the University prize 
f6r an English essay, on " Athens in the time of Pericles, and 
Rome in the time of Augustus." After these academical 
honours, having travelled a short time in Italy and other parts of 
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the Continent, he was soon after his return appointed Domestic 
Chaplain to Doctor Howley, then Bishop of London, now 
the accomplished Primate of the English Church. On the 
29th of .August, 1828, he died of a consumption, at the age of 
twenty-six, to the unspeakable sorrow of his family, and many 
friends distinguished for talents and character ; whose esteem 
raised a monumental tablet in St. Mary's, Oxford, with the 
following inscription : — 

*^ M. S. Gulielmi Radulphi Churton, Collegii Orielensis 
Socii, et per biennium Gulielmo Episcopo Londinensi a sacris 
domesticis, qui phthisi eheu prsereptus, Middietoniae in agro 
Northamptoniensi supremum diem obiit kal. Septemb. anno 
sacro M.DCCC.XXVI1I. setatis xxvii. Animo erat pio, candido, 
sereno, ingenio acri, doctrina eleganti, et, quod in ilia setate 
mireris, judicio subacto et limato. TeKeicoius iv oXiyeo sTrXripwirn 
Xpovovs fji,aKpous, Juveni desideratissimo amici moerentes.'* 

John, the fourth son, died at the Charterhouse, November 
15. 1814, aged eleven. In March 17. 1829, the Archdeacon 
lost his wife, the affectionate mother of his children : Caroline, 
his youngest daughter, died April 19th following; and his 
second daughter, Anne, on the 11th of December in the same 
year. 

His surviving children are, 1. the Rev. Thomas Townson 
Churton, M. A., now Fellow and Tutor of Brazen Nose; 
2. the Rev. Edward Churton, M. A., of Christ Church, now 
Master of the Hackney Church of England School ; 3. Mary ; 
4. Henry Burgess Whitaker, of Baliol College. 

In private life Archdeacon Churton was, as this short me- 
moir will testify, and the names of many honoured individuals 
now living might be adduced to prove, a zealous and un- 
changing friend, and most exemplary in all his domestic and 
social duties. His diligence as a parish priest was unremit- 
ting : during an incumbency of nearly forty years in a poor 
and populous village, he was never for any continuance absent 
from his parish ; even on such occasions, his choicest relax- 
ation being to pay an occasional visit to his poor townsmen at 

T 3 



278 ARCHDi&ACON CHURTON. 

Malpasy and to preach over ihe grave of Townson. To pur- 
poses of charity and literature he was ever ready to devote a 
portion of an income which was far from abundant. Though 
his knowledge was most extensive, he had nodiing of the 
pride of learning ; and, in his addresses to his country con- 
gregation, he spoke a language which the poorest could com- 
prehend. Though his uncompromising attachment to thetmdi, 
which he found in the Church of Englajid, forced him into 
unwilling controversy with Roman Catholics and Protestant 
Dissenters, his opponents respected the principles by which 
they could not be convinced. The late Doctor O'Connor 
more liberally sought his acquaintance ; and a Roman Catholic 
priest, to whom he was frequently opposed, was heard to 
declare (as a tender-hearted Irish woman is said to have 
prayed for Charles Leslie), that ^^ if it were possible for a 
heretic to be saved, he thought an exception must be made 
for Archdeacon Churton." 

He died on the 23d of Mardi, 1831 ; aged 76. 



From ^^ The Gendeman's Magazine." 
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MR. N. T. CARRINGTON. 



For the fallowing little memoir of tlie highly gifted and 
amiable, but ill-fated, author of ** Dartmoor ; " ** The Banks 
of Tamar ; " ** My Native Village ; and other poems ;" we are 
also indebted to the pi^es of *^ The Gentleman's Magazine." 



Mr. Carrinoton was bom at Plymouth, in tfje year 1777- 
His parents were engaged in a retail grocery business, and, 
at one period of their lives, were possessed of considerable 
property. His father was also employed, in some capacity, 
in the Plymouth Arsenal. When the subject of our memoir 
Itad attained his fifteenth year, his father prc^osed to ap- 
prentice him to Mr. Foot, then Fh-st Assistant in the Plymouth 
Dock-yard. On this subject we are enabled to quote Mr. 
Carrington's own words : — 

" A handsome sum of money 'wt^ to have been paid down 
as the jprice of my admission into the Yard as Mr. Foot's 
apprentice. Such things were allowed then ; I believe that 
they now manage very differently. In consequence, however, 
of some difference^ J was finally bound apprentice to Mn 
Thomas Fox, a measurer. 

^^ I was totally unfit, however, for the profession. Mild 
and meek by nature, fond of literary pursuits, and inordi- 
nately attached to reading, it is strange that a mechanical 
profession should have beeji chosen for me. It was prin- 
cipally, however, my own fault. My father was attached to 
the Dock-yard, and wished to see me in it; and, as the 
peprfMT prejudice in those di^ among the bio^ys of the tiown 
was in favour of 4)ke busineis of a shipiirrigfat, I wias <;arried 
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away by the prevailing inania, and was, accordingly, bound 
apprentice. This, however, had scarcely been done when I 
repented ; and, too late, found that I had embraced a calling 
foreign to my inclinations. Dissatisfaction followed, and the 
noise and bustle of a Dock-yard were but ill suited to a mind 
predisposed to reflection, and the quietest and most gentle 
pursuits. The 7iiffianism (I will not change the term) of too 
many of the apprentices, and, indeed, of too many of the men, 
sickened me. Let no parent place his child in the Dock- 
yard at Plymouth, unless he have previously ascertained that 
his health, strength, personal courage, and general habits of 
thiqking and acting, will make him a match for the desperate 
spirits with whom he will have to contend. I hope that the 
condition of the Yard in respect to the apprentices is ame- 
liorated now ; but I cannot help, although I have been eman- 
cipated so long, and am now fifty-three years of age — I 
cannot, I say, refrain from registering my detestation of the 
blackguardism which did prevail in t^e Yard at the time of 
my unfortunate apprenticeship." 

The above observations (written shortly before his decease) 
have been found in a rough memorandum-book, accompanied 
by the following note to his eldest son, now proprietor of the 
Bath Chronicle : — 

"Dear Henry, — I have been repeatedly spoken to by 
various persons to leave some account of my life (my life), 
which, say they, if hereafter prefixed to my " Remains," may 
probably be productive of some benefit to the family. It is 
this consideration, my dear son, and this onlyj that prompts 
me to leave you some materials from which you may draw up 
a memoir. Let it be as correct, and as near the spirit of the 
manuscript, as possible. 

" I am, my dear Henry, 

" Your affectionate father, 

« N. T. Carrington." 

This brief epistle is admirably illustrative of Mr. Carring- 
ton's characteristic modesty ; and it is much to be regretted 
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that he did not commence the task at an earlier period, as it 
may be safely said, that his complete autobiography would 
have possessed considerable interest. We have quoted the 
whole of these hasty memoranda (for they are nothing else), 
with the exception of a few prefatory lines* 

To resume our simple narrative : — Our poet's occupation 
in Plymouth Dock-yard grew every day more irksome to 
him ; and, after remaining there about four years, he, to use a 
common phrase, resolved on ** running away ;" having in vain 
endeavoured to prevail on his parents to place him in a situ- 
ation more consonant with his favourite pursuits. On leaving 
the Dock-yard, not knowing whither to turn his steps, he, in 
a moment of bitter desperation, caused by the injustice with 
which he thought his parents had treated him, entered him- 
self as a seaman on board a ship of war, and served in the 
action which took place off |Cape Finisterre, February 14th, 
1797. His first verses on record were written in commemor- 
ation of this event ; they attracted the notice of his Captain, 
who, perceiving that he deserved a better situation, and that 
some very untoward circumstances must have occurred to in- 
duce him to seek this line of life, gave him his liberty, and 
sent him home to his native town. He then commenced the 
business of a public teacher at Plymouth Dock (now Devon- 
port), and speedily attracted considerable attention by his 
acuteness in his modes of instruction. It should be here ob- 
served, that Mr. Carrington was indebted entirely to his in- 
tense love of reading and research for the knowledge which 
he possessed ; and he has often been heard to remark, that he 
recollects having learned nothing of consequence at school 
with the exception of reading, writing, and arithmetic, and the 
elements of English grammar. He subsequently went to 
Maidstone, in Kent, where he opened school. He remained 
in that town about three years ; and it may be observed that, 
in after life, he frequently dwelt with great delight on his 
recollections of the scenery around Maidstone, and the 
character of what he used to term " its fine-spirited in- 
habitants.'* 
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At the solicitations of a circle of irieiKls at Plymouth Dock, 
who wished him to undertake the education of their sons, he 
returned in 1608 to that town, after a resid^ice in Maidstone 
of about two years; and the academy which he then esta- 
blished he continued to conduct till within six months of his 
death, being a period of twenty-two years of unceasing toil. 
This long course of silently discharged duty presents none of 
those points of inciting interest which occur tn the lives of 
men of more precarious and more stirring fortunes. During 
nearly the whole of the above-named period, Mr. Carrington 
was employed, in his laborious duties as a public teacher, from 
seven in the morning in the summer till half-past seven in die 
evening : in the winter his labours commenced at nine in the 
morning, and continued till eight at night. It was after diis 
hour that he found his only opportunities of cultivatnig the 
taste for literature with which he had been gifted by nature. 
Although passionately fond of composition, he never suffered 
it to interfere, in the slightest winr, with the more important 
duties of his station ; and of this he frequently spoke with tlie 
exultation arising from the consciousness of his never having 
sacrificed business to inclination. The nature, however, of 
Mr. Carrington's studies cannot be better learned than from 
the following brief and affecting address prefixed to the first 
edition of his « Banks of Tamar:" — 

** The severity of criticism may be softened by the intima- 
tion that the MSS. of this volume passed from the author 
to his printer without having been inspected by any literary 
friend. 

•* Other circamstances, very unfavourable to literary com- 
position, have Attended this woric. In the celebrated tale of 
< <51d Mortality^ Mr. Pattison, the vfflage teacher, aft«r de- 
scribing with admirable fidelity his anxious and distressing 
labours during the day, observes, * The Reader may have 
some coneeption of the relief which a solitary walk, in the 
cool of a fine summer evening, affords to the head which has 



MR. N. T. CARRIN6TON. 283 

ached and the nerves which have been shattered for so many 
hours, in plying the task of public instruction. 

^* * My chief haunt,' be continues, * in these hours of golden 
leisure, is the banks of the small stream which, winding through 
a lone vale of green bracken, passes in front of the village 
school-house,' Sec*, But the teacher of Gandercleugh pos* 
sessed advantages which never fell to the lot of the writer of 
this work. Engaged, like that iar-famed personage, in the 
education of youth, his labours have seldom been relinquished 
till the close o( our longest summer evenings ; when, instead 
of retiring to the banks of a beautiful stream, he has almost 
uniformly been driven by business connected with his arduous 
profession, or by literary cares, to his solitary study at home. 
There, depressed by the previous fatigues of the day, he has 
occasionally indulged in composition ; and hence this volume^ 
the production of many a p^isive abstracted hour." 

Columns of description could not convey a better idea of 
the difficulties under which the ^^ Banks of Tamar" was com- 
posed, than is conveyed in the ckbove few simple words. The 
first edition of this poem appeared in 1820. He had, pre- 
viously to the printing of this work, published many litde 
fugitive poems of great beauty, cmd which attracted much at- 
tention, particularly in Devonshire, where the author was best 
known. He next published ^^ Dartmoor, a descriptive poem," 
the first edition of which appeared in 1826. This poem was 
written for the purpose of being submitted for the premium 
offered about two years before, for the best poem on that sub- 
ject, by the Royal Society of Literature. By some accident, 
the premium was awarded three or four months before Mr. 
Carrington was aware diat die time of presentation had arrived. 
It is needless to say, that his poem was not forwarded to the 
Society; the author threw it by, without entertaining the 
• slightest intention of ever pubiishing an effiision on what he 
imagined the bulk of the reading public would think a most 
unpromising subject By some chance, however, the poem 
came under the notice of W. Butt, Esq., Secretary of the 
Plymouth Chamber of -Oommerce, who persuaded Mr. Car- 
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rington to publish it ; and it accordingly appeared, with ex- 
planatory notes by that gentleman. ** Dartmoor'' met with 
far greater success than the author had ever dared to antici- 
pate. It was received with much delight by the public; it 
was very highly spoken of by the periodical press ; and the 
consequence was» that a second edition was called for not more 
than two months after the appearance of the first.* 

We are now approaching a very painful portion of oilr 
poet's story. Two or three years before the publication of 
<< Dartmoor," the town of Devpnport was seized with an un- 
accountable mania for Subscription Schools ; by the establish- 

* In noticing the poem of " Dartmoor," the Monthly Review says : — 
** The subject, though by no means an alluring one, seems to have been taken 
up with enthusiasm^by Mr. Carrington ; and it certainly comes out of his hands 
in a much more animated and interesting form than we could have expected. 
He takes his reader with him on a fine summer holiday over Dartmoor, de- 
scribing, as he goes along, the savage, fantastic, yet engaging peculiarities of that 
desolate scene. In addition to the accuracy of his local knowledge, he inter- 
weaves in his sketches several interesting episodes, and poetic images of no mean 
order. His blank verse is generally harmonious, without touching the extremes 
of feebleness on one side, or of affected energy on the other ; and very frequently 
we meet with passages which seem to have been polished with particular care, and 
are distinguished for chaste, classical, and even eloquent expression. We must 
content ourselves "with a single specimen : -— 

' How beautiful Is morning, though it rise 
Upon a desert ! What though Spring refuse 
Her odours to the early gale that sweeps 
The highland solitude ; yet who can breathe 
That fresh, keen gale, nor feel the sanguine tide 
Of life flow buoyantly ? O ! who can look 
Upon the Sun, whose beam indulgent shines 
Impartial, or on moor or cultured mead. 
And not feel gladness ? Hard is that man's lot. 
Bleak is his journey through this vale of tears. 
Whose heart is not made lighter, and whose eye 
Is brighten*d not by morning's glorious ray, 
Wide-glandng round. The meanest thing on earth 
Rejoices in the welcome warmth, and owns 
Its influence reviving. Hark ! the hum 
Of one who loves the mom, — the bee, who comes 
With overflow of happiness, to spend 
The sunny hour ; and see ! across the waste 
The butterfly, his gay companion, floats ; — 
A wanderer, haply, from yon Austral fields. 
Or from the bank of moorland stream that flows 
In music through the deep and shtlter'd Tales.* " 
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ment of the first of these academies, Mr. Carrington's pro- 
sperity, in common with that of several other public teachers 
residing in the town, was materially injured. He still, how- 
ever, struggled on ; though the circumstance of his having a 
large family dependent on his exertions rendered the decrease 
of income, caused by the Subscription Schools, to be very 
severely felt by him. Towards the close of 1827 he was 
attacked by incipient consumption ; and in a few months it 
was apparent that the disease would inevitably be fatal. He 
still, however, attended unceasingly to his school; and although 
reduced to a mere skeleton, and weak as an infant, he continued 
to discharge his scholastic duties till March, 1830> — a period of 
nearly three years, — when he became so completely worn out, 
by the inroads of the deadly complaint with which he was 
afflicted, that he was obliged to cease all further efforts. The 
most affecting incidents could be related of his noble inde- 
pendence of mind during the distressing sufferings with which 
he had to contend; but it would not be well to fill the public 
ear with those private matters, though many — many years 
must elapse before they will be effaced from the memory of 
his fi-iends and connections. It was during his illness, and 
in as enfeebled a state of body as ever man composed in, that 
Mr. Carrington wrote and prepared for the press his last 
publication — " My Native Village ; and other poems." In 
** My Native Village," he frequently alludes, in affecting 
terms, to the painful nature of his situation. He introduces 
the book to the public in the following words : — 

"I have not published any new volume since the public- 
ation of * Dartmoor,' so many years ago. A severe and pro- 
tracted illness has prevented me from writing a poem of any 
length ; and, if the reader should occasionally perceive traces of 
languor in the present publication, I trust he will impute them 
to the proper cause. I am not, however, without hope that, 
although this volume was composed under some of the most 
distressing circumstances that ever fell to the lot of man, the 
ingenuous critic will find, in some pages, reasons for commend- 
ation." 
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In this poem, as we before observed, he aUudes most feel- 
ingly to his untoward lot* The f<dlowing lines, referring to 
the ** Pleasant Bard of Harewo<xl/' present a touching pic- 
ture of his own sufferings-— they were prophetic of his rapidly 
approaching fate; — 

<* His wanderings and bis musings, hopes and fears. 
His keen-felt pleasures and bis beart-wrung tears, 
Are past ; -»tbe grave dosed on him ere those days 
Had oome when on the scalp the snow-wreath plays. 
He perisb'd ere his prime ; but they who know 
What 'tis to battle with a world of woe, 
From youth to elder manhood, feel too well 
That grief at last within the deepest cell 
Of the poor heart will bring decay, and shake 
So fierce the soul, tfiat care like age will make 
' The grasshopper a burden.' Slowly came 
The mortal stroke, but to the end the flame 
Of poesy burnt on. With feeble hand 
He touch'd his harp ; but not at his command 
Came now the ancient music. Faintly fell 
On his pun'd ear the strains he loved so well,— 
And Iben his heart was broken ! *' 

In the course of his illness Mr. Carrington experienced 
much cheering kindness, — not from his own townsmen, whose 
apathy towards literature is as proverbial now as it was when 
Mr. Britton wrote his observations on Plymouth Dock, in bis 
** Beauties of England and Wales," — it was not from his 
townsmen that Mr. Carrington experienced the kindness 
which cheered his latter days,— but from strangers who knew 
him only through his works. Among Mr. Carrington's warm- 
est-hearted friends were the Rev. J. P. Jones, of North Bovey, 
and the Rev. R. Mason, of Widdicombe, both on Dartmoor ; 
George Harvey, Esq. F.R.S. &c. and H. Woolcombe^ Esq. 
of Plymouth: from these gentlemen, as well as from bis 
Grace the Duke of Bedford, Lord John Russell, Lord 
Clifford, Sir T. D. Acland, and other noblemen and gen- 
tlemen, Mr. Carrington received much kindness and attention: 
nor let it be forgotten, that his late Majesty George the Fourth 
was a liberal patron of our poet. 

In July, 18S0, Mr. Carrington removed with his family to 
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Bath, in order to reside with his son, who about that time had 
become proprietor of the Bath Chronicle. By this time he was 
in the most advanced stage of consumption ; he daily grew 
weaker and weaker ; and on the evening of the 2d of Septem- 
ber, 1830, he expired, apparently of mere weakness and ex- 
haustion. As he always expressed the utmost horror of being 
buried in any of the ^* great charnel-houses of Bath'' (as he 
used to term the burial grounds of that populous city), he was 
interred at Combhay, a lonely and beautiful little village 
about four miles from Bath. 

Mr. Carrington's widow and six children are now under the 
protection of the poet's eldest son, Mr. H. £. Carrington, of 
Bath. 
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No. XX. 
ADMIRAL SIR JOSEPH SYDNEY YORKE, 

KNIGHT COMMANDER OF THE MOST HONOURABLE MILITARY 
ORDER OF THE BATH ; MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT FOR REl- 
gate; A DIRECTOR OF GREENWICH HOSPITAL; AND HAI.F- 
BROTH£R OF THE EARL OF HARDWICKE. 

The Right Honourable Charles Yorke, Lord Chancellor of 
England^ was the second son of Philip, first Earl of HLard** 
wickei who had also held the same high ofBce. He recrived 
the seals in 1 770, and was created a Peer by die tkle of Baron 
Morden ; but dying before the patent had passed the Gceot 
Seal, it did not take effect, and was never afterwards osxtnn * 
pleted, though it had passed through the Privy Seal Office^ 
and every other form. His eldest son, however, on the de- 
mise of his uncle, the late Earl of.Hardwicke, succeeded that 
nobleman both in title and in estates. 

The subject of the present memoir was the third and 
youngest son of Lord Chancellor Yorke ; by his second wife, 
Agneta, one of the daughters and co-heiresses of Henry John* 
son, Esq. of Great Berkhamstead, in Hertfordshire. 

He was born in London, June 6th, 1768; entered the 
naval service February 15th, 1780; and, after serving some 
time as Midshipman in the Duke of 98 guns, commanded by 
Sir Charles Douglas, Bart., removed with that distinguished 
officer into the Formidable, another second rate, bearing the 
flag of Lord Rodney, to whom he acted as Aid-de-camp at 
the great battles fought off Guadaloupe, April 9tb and I2th, 
1782 ; in which the French fleet was totally defeated, and Ad- 
miral the Count de Grasse taken prisoner. 

The Formidable having returned to England, Mr. Yorke» 
after a short interval, joined the Assistance of 50 guns. Com- 
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modore Sir Charles Douglas, stationed on the coast of America^ 
and subsequently the Salisbury of 50 guns, Captain Sir Eras- 
mus Gower, bearing the broad pendant of Admiral J. Elliot, 
in which ship he continued on the Newfoundland station 
nearly three years, in the capacity of master's mate. 

He was promoted to the rank of Lieutenant, June 16. 1789 
and served as such on board the Adamant of 50 guns, Rear« 
Admiral Sir R« Hughes, Bart., Thisbe frigate, and Victory 
of 100 guns; in the last of which he continued during the 
Spanish and Russian armaments. 

In February, 1791, he was promoted to the command of 
the Rattlesnake sloop of war, in which vessel he cruised in the 
Channel until the commencement of the war with the French 
Republic, when he was made Post into the Circe of 28 guns, 
by commission dated February 4. 1793; and placed under 
the orders of Lord Howe. The Circe was actively employed 
in the Channel Soundings, Bay of Biscay, &c. ; and Captain 
Yorke had the good fortune to capture several of the enemy's 
large privateers, and a number of merchant vessels. He also 
took the Espiegle French corvette close to Brest harbour, and 
in sight of a very superior French squadron. 

In August, 1 794, Captain Yorke removed into the Stag of 
32 guns ; and after serving some time on the same station as 
before, and on the coast of Ireland, he was ordered to join 
the North Sea fleet, at that period commanded by Lord 
Duncan. 

On the 22d of August, 1 795, Captain Yorke, being in 
company with a light squadron, under the orders of Captain 
James Alms, gave chase to two large ships and a cutter, and 
brought the sternmost to action. After a conflict for about 
an hour, the enemy struck, and proved to be the Alliance 
Batavian frigate, of 36 guns and 240 men ; her consorts, the 
Argo, of the same force, and Nelly cutter of 1 6 guns, effected 
their escape, after sustaining a running fight with the other 
ships of the British squadron. In this spirited action, the 
Stag had 4 men slain and 13 wounded, and the enemy be- 
tween 40 and 50 killed and wounded. 
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• Captain Yorke continued to command the Stag^ and cruised 
with considerable success against the armed and trading ves- 
sels of the enemy) until Marcht 1800| when he was appointed 
to the Juson of 36 guns; and in. the following year removed 
to the Canada 74, which formed part of the western squadron 
during the continuance of the war. 

After the renewal of hostilities ia 1803, Captain Yorke 
commanded successively the Prince George 98, Barfleur 98, 
and Chri9tian VII. of 80 guns* He was knighted April 21. 
1805, when he acted as proxy for his brother the Earl of 
Hardwicke, at the installation of the Order «f the Garter then 
celebrated. 

When his In^ther the Right Honourable Charles Yorke 
was appointed First Lord of the Admiralty, in June, 1810, Sir 
Joseph was nominated one of the junior Commissioners ; and 
l|e netained his seat until 1818* During the period of the two 
brothers sitting at the Board, the Break- water in Pljmiouth 
Sound was decided upcm and commenced ; the Dock-yaidat 
Pembroke, and the improvements in Sheerness-yard, were 
ajso determined upon : the iron tanks, iron cables, and round 
bows of the ships of war, were generally introduced jn the 
service, toother with other essential improvements. Previous 
to Sir J. Sydney Yorke resigning his seat at the Admiralty, 
the round stems were also brought forward, at the suggestion 
of Sir R* Seppings, and their utility abrepuously supported by 
Sir Joseph. On the 31st of July, 1810, Captain Yorke was 
advanced to the rank of Rear^ Admiral of the Blue; and, in 
January following, hoisted his flag on board the Vengeur of 
74 guns, and assumed the command of a strong squadron, 
with which, and a large body of troops intended to reinforce 
I>ord Wellington's army in Portugal, he arrived in the Tagus, 
March 4. It was in consequence of this reinforcement that 
the French army, under Marshal Massena, broke up from 
Santarem, find began its retreat into Spain. He afterwards 
sailed -lo the Western Isles, with a squadron consisting of three 
saiir. of the line and two frigates, for the protection of the 
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homeward bound East India fleet, the whole of which reached 
England in safety. 

Sir Joseph attained the rank of Vice* Admiral in 1814; and 
of Admiral in 18dO« On the enlargement of the Order of the 
Bath, he was nominated a Knight Commander, January !• 
1815 ; and in the course of the same year he was presented 
with the freedom of the borough of Plymouth. 

Sir Joseph Yorke was for the greater part of his life a 
member of the House of Commons. He was first returned 
to Parliament for the borough of Reigate (in which his family 
has long had considerable interest), at the general election of 
1790. He was re-chosen at those in 1796 and 1802; but in 
1806' retired in favour of his nephew X^ord Royston, and was 
elected for St. Germain's, which he vacated in 1810 in fevour 
of his brother* In 1812, he was elected (oat Sandwich; in 
1818, again for Reigate, and also at the subseqiient elections 
of 1820, 1826, laSO, and 1831. His lengthened pmrliah- 
metataiy career was distinguished by sound and constitutional 
Tiews,r 'unflinching zeal for the interests of his profession, and 
iniiriocible and irresistible good humour. In the tumnk of the 
siost stormy debates, his voice was wont to appeaae the eon- 
flioting senste, and restore at least a momentary harmiiny by 
die qnaint phraseology and shrewd observations he broi^t 
to bear upon the discussion. 

' Sir Joseph was Chairman of the Watadoo Bridge Com*- 
pany, in the nraoagement of whose concerns be took a very 
actiive part* His last appearance in public life was on tlie 
29tk «if April, 18S1, when he presided at a meeting at the 
Tfatttcbed House Tavern^ for the consideration oS a pkm sug- 
gested by Commander Dickson, R. N., for ^^ A School for the 
Educatiociof the Sons of Naval and Marine Officers, together 
with an Orphan Foundation, imder the sanctionrof the King's 
most excelleot Majesty." 

. Sir Josei^ was drowned in the Southampton Water, on the 
5ik of May, 1831. As a small yacht of fourteen tons, belong- 
ing to Captain Bradby, R. N., residing at Hamble, near 
Southampton, was returning from Portsmouth to Hamble, 
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baying on board Sir Joseph Yorke» Captain Bradby, and 
Captain Young, with a boatman named Chandler and a boy, 
she suddenly sunk) and all on board perished. The bodies 
were soon after picked up, and reaioved to Hamble. One 
half of the yacht was thrown ashore ; and there seems to be 
little doubt that the fatal accident was occasioned by her having 
been struck with lightning. 

Sir Joseph Yorke was twice married; first, March 29* 
1798, to Elizabeth Weake, daughter of James Rattray, £$q„ 
by whom he had six sons and one daughter: 1. Charles 
Philip Yorke, a Captain R. N., who, in the event of his sur* 
viving his uncle, will succeed to the Earldom and other family 
titles ; 2* Sydney John, who died in infancy ; 3. Henry Regi<- 
Bald ; 4. Eliot Thomas ; 5. Horatio Nelson, who died in 
1814, in his twelfth year; 6. Grantham Munter Yorke, Esq* 
who married, in 1830, Marian Emily, sister to SirH.C. 
Montgomery, Bart ; and, 7. Agneta Elizabeth, 

Lady Yorke having deceased January 29. 1812, Sir Joseph 
married, secondly, May 22. 1813, the Most Hon. Urania 
Anne Marchioness Dowager of Clanricarde, widow of Henry 
Marquess of Clanricarde; and, secondly, of Colonel Peter KJBg^- 
ton ; and sister to the pr-esent Marx]uess of Winchester, and to 
Vice- Admiral Loi-d Henry Paulet, K. C. B. Her Ladyship 
is now for the third time a widow. 

Sir Joseph Yorke's will has been proved at Doctors' Com- 
mons. He gives a legacy of 500/. to his wife the Marchioness, 
and his house and furniture at Hamblerice for life, after which 
they are to devolve on his eldest son. He declares, that he 
does not bequeath her Ladyship any larger sum,Mn con- 
sequence of her being amply provided for by marriage settle- 
ment. After, a few legacies to servants, he bequeaths the 
residue of his property amongst his five children, and appoints 
three of his sons executors. The personal effects were sworn 
under 40,000/. 

The remains of Sir Joseph Yorke were interred in the 
family vault at Wimple, in Camhridgeshire. 
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X 

" MarslmiPs Royal Naval Biography," and " The Gentle- 
man's Magazine/' are the sources whence the foregoing 
memoir has been derived. We extract the following interest- 
ing paper from the " United Service Journal." 

Nautical Reminiscences, of the late Admiral Sir J. & Yorke* 

Few who have served with the late Sir Joseph Yorke, or 
who have known him in private society, can reflect upon his 
untimely death without a more than ordinary degree of sorrow, 
or can recall his character and nature to the mind without 
pride and satisfaction. 

A man, however, must have a seaman's feelings fully to ap- 
preciate the peculiar characteristics of this officer, and he must 
have a knowledge of the *^ old school ; " for in die naivy, as in 
civil life, the advance of refinement has had its invaiiable 
effect of approximating manners and assimilating conduct, and 
even dispositions, to one uniform paftttirn or standard. And 
j^et it was difficult to be in the company of Sir Joseph Yorke 
without being instantly struck with his appearance, and im* 
pressed with a feeling that you were talking to one ^ not of 
common mould." Sir Joseph, in allusion to his legs, used 
humorously to say, that, ^^ take him half-way up a hatchway, he 
was a passable fellow." There was something modest even in 
this *^hal£-way;" for few men possessed more the ensemble of a 
fine figure. His height, and full and capacious chest; his 
heroic head, and a profusion of black curling hair ; an eye 
remarkably large, penetrating, and brilliant, although un- 
steadily rapid or transitory in its expression ; made this officer, 
when I first served under him, ** one of the 6nesty(Hmg cap- 
tains in the- navy." The eye and forehead, to common ob- 
servers, are the features of expression ; but artists read the 
passions and character in the chin and strong lines of the 
muscles about the mouth ; and in this instance they were full 
and energetic beyond what I ever witnessed, except in Lord 
Byron. 

My esteemed commander was well read as a gentleman and 
as a man of business ; that is to say, he was well acquainted 
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mtb tnockti) hist^y, with all works of (taste mid fimuscfinent, 
and wkh whatever publioatiang related to the csiTrent busbueas 
of life in its profoundest isense : bu|; I do not auppose that be 
had ever troubled ^^ black letter'' much ; and yet I was oftoi 
startled at the manner in wbich he would pcmr forth^ ore 
rotundOf some of the racy humour and quaint chrollery of our 
old authors, which so irresistibly stamp the character and 
nature of old English, bdbre it was Latinised, GalHcised^ 
Italianised, and every thing else but Anglicised. To hear Sir 
Joseph address a ship's company was a rich treat. He ideor 
tjfied himself with the prejudices, interests, and feelings^ and 
even failings, of the foremast-men, adopted even their id»ig; 
and. whilst under a voluble torrent of rich, broad, and iiiM 
humour, he insidiously poured forth such stimulants to a love 
of the service, to a sense of discipline, and to a zeal for CNd 
England, that one of his harangues had as fine a moral e£bct 
upon a ship's company as the songs of Dibdin. I reioolkct 
vei^ many instances of this. < 

8ii- Joseph took the command of the C a in ISOl^'&tMi 

an Irish ^ptain, whose officers, petty and quartet^deckv were 
all Irish ; and who had succeeded to an officer, of all men in 
%lle s^^ce, the most known for keeping a ship's company in a 
st^te of ^ the most admired disorder." I recollect when tiris 
Anglo predecessor of this Anglo-Irish captain would not ptepi- 
onit a pretty large body of French prisoners to be confined in 
tb^ -hbld, or placed under a sentry. One day, after a long 
chase of a French line-of- battle ship, during whidi llie 
pMibk&eris 'w^re allowed to look out of the port-hcdes, and 
evefii from' the chains at the chase, the drum beat to qdartars. 
©n 'eleating the ship for acticMi, it was found that every 
hf^cfdiitig'df tlie main-deck guns was cut through, and several 
bfth^ lanyards of the main and mizen shrouds were cut even 
fo^ few yarns with sharp knives. To this anti-discif^kiarian 
succeeded a captain of real Irish character, such a one as Miss 
Edgeworth herself would have liked to have drawn; and 
many of the old jokes told abou£ " Tommy Pakenham's boys," 
** the flogging of the pigs" on the quarter' decky " the star- 
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board^watch bating the larboard/' and the captain ^ baling 
both with a big shiUalab»"-^until» like Newfoundland dog^ 
they became dangerous to their master, —-were realised aiuong 
this wild crew. 

Sir Joseph did not make himself popular by bringing with 
him myself and other officersj who were ^* mere English.^ 
Probably no other man in the service could have reduced 
such a ship^s company to so perfect a state of discipline, and 

« 

in so short a period; albeit the ^< means and appliances" 
savoured of the old school. The vices to be cured were 
drunkenness, riots, and fighting; a most lubberly performance 
of every duty ; an insolence to the quarter-<leck ; and, lastly, 
a vile liabit in relation to the hammocks, or to avoiding tbi 
trouble of visiting the head at night. These offences wei*e 
never spared ; but punishment was accompanied by such salu- 
tary addresses to the ship's company, that they contained not 
only the code raisanne which must ever govern such a com- 
munity, but it was illustrated and rationalised to the men in a 
manner so admirably adapted to a sailor's habits and notions, 
that the effect was incredible. A sort of nautical patriotism 
was infused into the crew, and for this object no means were 
spared. When desertion became even alarming. Sir Joseph 
(no chaplain being on board) performed the Sabbatlx;hurch 
service, and taking his text — ^^ Shall such a man as I flee ?" 
— he gave a practical sermon, full df sound common sensed 
upon the vice of desertion, and on the duty of serving thc( 
country — ^^and fools that came to laugh, remained to pray." 
It is extremely useful, not only to the service, but to nature 
and life in all their duties and relations, to show the horrible 
effects produced by adopting a principle that bodily pain, or 
corporal punishment, are the sole means of coercing humaii 
beings to proper conduct. This product of the ** wisdom of 
our ancestors" was the very essence of all things, the primuni 
mobile of all good and in all things, when Yorke was brought 
up in the Rodney School, or in '* the good old times." hei 
us be warned by its effects upon one of the finest spirits and 
most excellent hearts that Nature ever made. 
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When j[ entered the service^ the dUpipUne wm iimly Imv- 
rible ; aud .the individual instances of severit]^ are, in flioddtn 
timeS} appalling to reflect upon* 

Whepever the bands were turned upi as a Inf^tter of course, 
the shrill pipe. was immediatel; beard, |a..boatsirain'& mate flew 
to each ladder, aroied with his stick or bull's -^-^^r—i and with 
whjich he slashed the ascending crew.indi&crimiiiately^ ofien 
with a Qendish malice, or a yet joaore fiendish wantonaess. 
The plea was *^ to punish the last lubber ;" a& if, in a multiiude, 
a last was not an abstract necessity independently of islowness 
or quickness. Not only was every boatswain's mate JHtriisted 
with the discretion of this horrible punishment, but ej^i^ 
midshipman or mate of a watch had the privilege of *^ atart- 
ing " men. Of the withering influence in the service of suf^ 
a system, I have been the frequent witness ; but it is uaneces- 
sary to picture forth details of practices now happily v.'^timct 
in the pirofession. 

Yorke was always beloved by his crew. His men a^iM^iio 
him tbe I'eady skilful sailor, the daring intrepid ^officer^^.lus 
broad humour delighted them, and the kindness of faia beaft 
was inexhaustible. He possessed the mastery of mind wliiijh 
excites awe, respect, and love. . His crew, in the Stag, joined 
the mutiny of 1 797. Yorke addressed them with great spirit. 
The men declared their devotion to him as an officeiv^wid 
even entreated that, he would continue in command of j the 
ship; but a sine qud non with the. crew was, that the*' i n"' 
Lieutenai^t should be sent on shore as a tynant* Yorke mbiM 
listen to no compromise unbecoming bis rank as a commandeor ; 
and the result was, that the obnoxious Lieuteoant was? di^ 
missed by the crew, and Yorke voluntarily left them,, • amid^ 
their expressions of love and esteem« 

At a subsequent period, in the • ■ ■ line*of*battle. sl]^« 
very alarming disposition prevailed among a great part of. the 
ship's company; and the old mutineer's toast, of ^^ A dank 
night, a sharp knife, and a bloody blanket," bad been revived 
among the men. 

About six bells of the first watch, the Lieutenant flew into 
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the cabih osid ftAndunoed to Yorke, that the men )i&d fotmed 
'tv0o Unas on the mahi-^deckv that some of them 'were even 
brandishing their knives as ready for action. Yorke, with the 
Batural hitrepidity of hts oharacter, flew to the scene of danger ; 
and I never shall forget his large figure boldly and rapidly 
advancing, and seen c»ily dimly by the two or th^ee lanterns 
that were burning. Ccmiing totally unarmed to the head of 
^fais double line of ruflBans, he uttered, with his sonorous full 
voice,afew of his usually imperative and almost ^ild sentences, 
' and instasitly knocked two men down, on the right and left, 
with his double fists. Seizing the two next (men of very 
l«i^ stature), he drove their, as he called them, ^^ lubbeily 
bedds " together with a force that rolled them stunned aind 
stttpified on the deck. He then collared two others, aVid 
pttssed them aft to the officers, who by this time were'as- 
semUing with side-arms ; and, having thus secmred ^bottt'a 
dozen, he walked fearlessly through the long lihe of the re- 
maifiider^ abu^ng them with every epithet, and "eildltif^ his 
abuse by exclaiming-^ ^^ Have you the impudence to ^n^)^^ 
:thatl would hang such a lubberly set bf — as ybu'arfe? 

No, by ; I will flog every ringleader like j iirid^tabt 

put the fleet to the disgrace of a Court-Martial to try sfetcJ^^ 
set cf .——.*• The tnen were awed by the mastery trf ^Mfe 
'manlier; and in two or three cases, where one, ^*^ the bravest 
of the lM*aTe^" showed a deme to impede his st^s, he knoek^ 
•btfii down, and in one or two instances kicked him soUndiy its 
he day on the deek. Thus did he pass forward bciwedtl iUe 
line of sanguinary lawless ruffians; and by dint of his physteal 
pow^s^ his presence of mind, and dauntless intrepidity^ be 
qfoetted, at Uie expense of a lew dozen at the ga^gt^y 'a 
mutiny which might have occasioned many esieeatidnsi sand 
floggings round the fleet. The mutiny existfed' only amo^ a 
large body of Irish pressed men; and several of the<Ad $ear 
men, when they saw the success of suppressing' it, enjoyed moist 
heartily the humorous heroism of the Captain. This humour, 
of which no idea could be conveyed, except by a knowledge 
of the individual, never forsook him. 
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One evening, in the Prince George, as the ship was rolling 
very much in the swell, I was standing by the Captain at the 
break of the quarter-deck, as the two servants of the cabin 
and ward-room were passing aft from the galley, each with a 
large clothes-basket on his head, filled with the crockery of 
the respective messes. The ship gave a sudden lurch, and 
the whole basket was pitched from the head of the ward-room 
servant down the main hatchway. The clatter of the pro- 
fusion of falling plates and dishes, with the terror and amaze- 
ment upon the simple countenance of the lad, was irresistibly 
ludicrous, and Yorke enjoyed the scene to the fuU. In the 
midst of a laugh, strong enough to dissipate the bile from any 
frame, it was announced that the servants, by mistake, had 
taken up each other's baskets; and that the crockery projected 
from the head of the ward-room oflScer belonged to the Cap- 
tain, whilst that which was safe was really the property of the 
ward*room. I shall never forget the sudden transition from rich^ 
broad, and healthy laughter to violent rage ; the epithets of 
<< lubber,'' with reasons multitudinous why and how the ac- 
cident should have been avoided, were poured forth in pro- 
fusion. The meum and the tuum were illustrated humorously ; 
and the result was, a loan of plates and dishes from the ward- 
room to the cabin for the remainder of the cruise. 

In a very long blockade of Brest, the Captain's stock be- 
came short, and an awkward dilemma arose. Three officers 
dined with the Captain on week days, whilst he dined with 
the Lieutenants only on Sunday, and the balance of hospitality 
was eighteen to one against the Captain. His object was to 
find some excuse for not dining with the officers on Sunday ; 
and they, of course, out of delicacy or pride, would refuse his 
week-day invitations. This was effected with some humour. 
He came unexpectedly to sup in the* ward-room, and showed 
to the officers two fine water-colour marine paintings he had 
recently finished. Some of the officers praised the works out of 
commonplace politeness, others out of servility to the Captain, 
and others frqm a real love of the arts ; but the First Lieu- 
tenant, an honest matter-of-fact man, whom Yorke highly 
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esteemed, ^^dtmneS vfhh faint praise/' and found fault lliat 
^> the shipa were reiuresei^ed too close to the rocks.^ 
^ Rocks P' cried Yotlce^ starting up in an admirably acted fit 
of Tage, ^^ rocks, indeed i they are fog-banks, j» dear as the 
gun at noon ; and never 'will I again be a guest where such a 
Goth, a Vandal, a Boeotian, hurts' my feelings by mistaking 
my f<!^*banks' for rddes.'^ Saying this, he rushed out of the 
cabin, leaving the poor astonished First Lieutenant to bear 
the reproaches of the whole mess for having affronted the 
CJaptain. Tlie invitations for the remainder of the cruise were 
mutually avoided : but all parties from the next day were as 
oordud as ever ; and, when the joke was^ seen through, it 
dccasi(Mied a great deal of good-humoured laughter on all 
sides* 

I much doubt if there be any officer living who, with equal 
of^ortunities, has done more acts of individual kindness and 
benevolence than Sir Joseph York^ or any person to whom 
80 ttiany are indebted for their oommissionis. His ear was 
open to every tale of distress ; his eye was always vigilant to 
discover indigent or unfriended merit; and his exertions to 
relieve misery, and reward desert, exceeded any thing I ever 
witnessed. I have reascm to believe that his relations and 
party had offam occasion to point out die impolicy of his? so 
constantly exerting his interests in favour of persons who had 
no electioneering or political claims upon him or his family* 
HiS' heart was impervious to all such su^estlons ; and I per* 
somdly know very many Captains, Commanders, and Lieor 
tenants of the Naivy, officers of Marines^ and gentlemen in the 
naval yards and Government offices, whose respectable, and, 
in some cases, affluent condition, is entirely derived from his 
spontaneous and disinterested benevolence* Several men of 
m^it he raised from before the mast, as well as the sons of 
indigent petty officers. His coxswain in the Jason became a 
post-captain. The master of the Stag, on his death-bed^ 
implored Yorke to befriend bis destitute orphan ; he adopted 
the child, and patronised him through the service till he 
left him a Post- Captain of a frigate. A poor fisherman of 
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Southampton was knocked overboard by the boom of his fish- 
ing-smack, in a gale of wind ; when his little child, not more 
than ten years of age, seized the helm, and steering through 
the Needles, brought the vessel safe into Southampton. Yorke 
took the boy into the Jason, educated him, and made him a 
Lieutenant. The son of a working ship-carpenter at Ply- 
mouth Yard exhibited superior talents and conduct, in a very 
humble station, on board a ship ; Yorke gave the boy a clear 
stage to show his good qualities, patronised him through dif- 
ferent grades, till he leil him a Commissioner of a public 
Board, with a large income. Such cases are extremiely nu- 
merous. The last instance of his spirited disinterested bene- 
volence thiat I am personally acquainted with was rather 
extraordinary. A Commissioner of a public Board had clan- 
destinely drawn up a report to the Treasury against an 
unfriended individual. The report was full of false figures 
and false statements ; and, to prevent detection, the register 
was kept under lock and key, so that the victim could have 
no means of defence or exposure. The Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, and two Lords of the Treasury Board, were made 
acquainted with the fraud, but in vain. Yorke's political po- 
sition in the House of Commons at that time rendered it 
extremely painful that he should either ask a favour or demand 
an act of justice of the Treasury. Impressed wifth the very 
scandalous chicanery and cruelty of the transaction, his ex- 
ertions at the Treasury were spirited and strenuous, and» 
although they were unavailing, they reflected the highest 
honour upon his benevolence, and upon his instinctive abhor- 
rence of oppression. One of the evil doers, moreover, was 
his fi*iend, and the brother of an old shipmate, a member of 
the peerage; but neither rank nor friendship could prevail 
against a sense of right. The only instance I know of Yorke's 
doing no service whatever, for an old friend who needed it, 
and whom he valued as an officer and esteemed as a man 
above all other persons, was in the case of a gentleman, who 
was highly qualified by very long services to judge of his 
qualities, and who bore the following tribute to his memory : 
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— "As a naval Captain, I consider Sir Joseph had much 
skill, energy, and judgment, a ready decision, and a firm 
spirit in emerg^icies. Just, aiiable, humane, forgiving, and 
in a high degree conciliating, he was always beloved by his 
officers, and popular with his seamen ; whose attachment he 
uniformly won and retained, from a confidence felt in the mild 
justice of his rule, and in his thorough knowledge of the sea- 
man's duty and character. His cheerful courteousness of the 
high-born gentleman, wholly devoid of pride, and ever animated 
with an eager zeal for the glory and interest of bis country, 
made him highly esteemed by all who had the happiness to 
serve under his command, or to know him personally." 

Sir Joseph was every inch a sailor. The master attendant, 
shipwright, and head ofiicers of — yard, were once dis- 
cussing naval qualifications. I was then a boy; but I was 
struck that, amidst their conflicting opinions, they were all 
agreed, that Captain Yorke understood scientifically and 
practically more of naval architecture, and of the theory and 
practice of all that related to building and fitting a ship, than 
almost any man they had seen. 

He was an excellent helmsman and pilot. On one occasion, 
anxious to prevent the escape of the enemy from Cherbourg, 
he beat the Jason through the Needles, at night, with a hard 
gale almost in her teeth. 

In a chase, I have seen him at the wheel for four hours in 
the roughest weather ; and his coxswain was the only man in 
the ship (the Jason) to whom he would resign his post. So 
intuitive and nice were his perceptions in all that related to 
** the shipman's art," that I recollect his sending for the officer 
of the watch, on an extremely fierce night, after he had turned 
in for an hour, exhausted by his long station at the wheel, 
in a very anxious chase of six and thirty hours. ^^ Who is at 
the wheel, Mr. — ?" was the first question. " Askew, the 
coxswain," was the reply. " That's impossible — Askew 
never steered the ship in this manner — it is some lubberly 
quarter-master ;" — and this was the fact, for the coxswain had 
left the wheel ; and Yorke, when he awoke in his cot, per- 
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eeived the inferiority of the steering by the motion of the 
ship. 

It is a pity that his admirable method of training his men 
at the guns was not followed, or the subject thought of in the 
service, till our war with America taught us that ** gunnery 
was nine points of a battle." 

Of this able o£Scer's benevolent exertions to establish the 
Naval School ; of his science, energy, and business tact, dis- 
played in the construction of Waterloo Bridge ; of his very 
useful services at the Admiralty Board, and of his Parlia- 
mentary duties, the world are too well aware, to render it 
necessary that I should «ven allude to the subject Nor hip 
it been necessary for me to refer to the activity of his services 
when afloat; or to that, perhi^s, excessive courage which in- 
duced him to attack the Dutch squadron and decide the fight, 
yard-arm-and-yard-arm, rather than wait for his friends a$ter% 
Yorke was Rodoey^s aide-de-camp in the battle of 1782, — fij 
battle in which infinitely more was taught than the breaking 
of an enemy's line. The practice of interminable manoenvr^s^ 
which ended in nothing but vapouring and a waste of powderj 
was Inroken through, and the English way of gaining a victory 
by close quarters revived. Sir Joseph Yorke imbibed the 
lesson — * it was congenial to his nature. 
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No, XXI. 
WILLIAM ROSCOE, ESQUIRE, 

A ROYAL ASSOCIATE OF THE ROYAL SOCIETY OF LITERATURE, 
AND FELLOW OF THE LINNJEAN SOCIETY. 

The history of the . distinguished subject of this memoir is 
fraught with a most useful lesson. Favoured by too advan- 
tages of birth, or early tuition ; raised by the native energies 
of his mind alone ; he reached a height of literary eminence, 
rarely attained even by those who have made the best use of 
the advantages. of academic instruction. We are happy to 
learn that a detailed life of their highly gifted father is pre- 
paring for the press by one of his sons; and that it will be 
prefixed to a volume of miscellaneous productions of his pen 
hitherto unpublished. For the materials of the following 
sketch, we are principally indebted to the " Public Characters,'* 
" The European Magazine," " The Gentleman's Magazine,'* 
« The Life of Dr. Currie," &c. 



Mr. Roscoe was born at Liverpool, in the year 1752, of 
obscure parentage.* His father and mother were both in 

• At the aera of Mr. Roscoe's birth, Liverpool was a mere village in com* 
parison to its present extent ; and the house in which he was born was then con- 
sidered as being situated in the country. At this time it occupies nearly a central 
station ; and, retaining its original character, is the only specimen of domestic 
architecture in the town with a porch and gable ends, which give it an air of 
antiquity, contrasted as it is with the superb surrounding edifices. It is at 
present a tavern, with an extensive bowling-green attached to it. The spot (which 
is now classic ground) is celebrated by Mr. Roscoe, in his elegant poem of 
" Mount Pleasant," the exordium of which alludes to the morning of his life 
being spent there : — 
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the service of a bachelor, a gentleman of the most amiable 
and generous disposition, with whose consent they married; 
and who, dying without an heir, left the greater part, if not 
the whole, of his property to the subject of this memoir. 

It does not appear that his patron paid any attention to his 
early education ; and his father had no higher ambition than 
to make him acquainted with writing and arithmetic. Through 
an obstinacy of temper, which in some minds is the forerun- 
ner of genius, young Roscoe could not be prevailed upon to 
submit to the drudgery of scholastic discipline; and, con- 
sequently, did not properly avail himself even of the small ad- 
vantages of education which his parents were able to afford 
him. It was, however, his merit to discover in time the 
means of self-education. He early began to think for himself; 
and his habits of thought and mental application soon gave 
evidence of that genius which afterwards shone forth with so 
conspicuous a splendour. At the age of sixteen, his poetical 
productions would have done credit to one who had enjoyed 
every advantage of tuition; and he was at that time found 
sufficiently qualified to be admitted as an articled clerk to Mr. 
Eyres, a respectable attorney in Liverpool. While engaged 
in the duties of this office, and fulfilling them to the perfect 
satisfaction of his superior, he was stimulated to undertake the 
study of the Latin language, by one of his companions, who 
boasted that he had read Cicero de Amiciiid, and spoke in 
high terms of the eloquence of the style, and nobleness of the 
sentiments, of that celebrated composition. Young Roscoe 
immediately commenced the work ; and, smothering his dif- 
ficulties by perpetual reference to his grammar as well as to 
his dictionary, he laboured through the task which the spirit 
of emulation had excited him to undertake. The success ex- 
perienced in his first attempt prompted him to proceed; he 



« Freed from the cares that daily throng my breast. 
Again beneath my native shades I rest ; — 
These shades, ivhere lightly fled my youthful day, 
Ere Fancy bow'd to Reason's boasted sway." 
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stopped not in his career till he had read the most dis- 
tinguished of the Roouin classics ;-**a pursuit in which he 
was encouraged by the fiiendly intercourse of Mr. Francis 
Hblden, an eccentric but excellent scholar. Having thus 
made considerable progress in the Latin language, he-^stili 
without the assistance of a master — applied to the study of 
the French and Italian : the best authors in each of those 
tongues soon became fatniliar to him ; and it is believed that 
few of his countrymen ever acquitted so general, so extensive, 
and so retbndxte a knowledge of Italian literature as did Mr. 
Ro90oe. At a later paiod of his life» he added Greek to his 
other attainments. 

After the expiration of his articles, he entered into partner- 
ship with Mr. Aspinall ; when the entire management of an 
office, (extensive in practice^ and high in reputation, devolved 
on him alone. 

About this time he formed an intimacy with Dr. Enfield, 
the tutor of the academy at Warrington, to whom, on the 
publication of the second volume of that p<^ular work ** The 
Speaker,'^ he contributed an el^y to Pity, and an ode to 
Education': Mr. Rosooe* also became acquainted with Dr. 
Aikin, then practbing as a surgeon at Warrington ; and these 
gentlemen were not less admirers of his refined and elegant 
style as a writer, than of bis chaste and classical taste in 
painting and sculpture. In December, 1773, he recited 
before the society formed at Liverpool for the encouragement 
of drawing, painting, &c.., an ode which was afterwards pub- 
lished with ^ Mount Pleasant,^' his first poetical production, 
originally written whetf in his sixteenth year. He occasionally 
gave lectures on subjects connected with the objects of this 
institution, and was a very active member of the society. 

In 1788, Mr. Roscoe published a work upon the Slave 
Trade, entitled ^^ A Scriptural Hefiitation of a Pamphlet 
lately publi^ed by the Rev. Raymond Harris;'' and shortly 
afterwards his principal poem, ^' The Wrongs of Africa.'' 
Incited by the enthusiasm of the same train of feeling, he 
composed, soon after the oommencement of the French Revo^ 

VOL. XVI. X 
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littion, two ballads, ^^ The Vine^covered Hills," and ^ MiHtom 
be free ! " which were equally popular in France and England; 
and he also sang the praises oF liberty in a translation of one 
of Petrarch's odes, which was inserted in the Mercurio Italico* 

In 1 790, Mr. Roscoe and Dr. Currie, of Liverpool, com- 
menced a series of Essays, in the Liverpool Weekly Herald, 
under the title of " The Recluse;" which, however, was not 
continued beyond twenty articles. The greater number of 
these were written by Mr. Roscoe. 

The great work on which Mr. Roscoe's fame chiefly rests, 
his *^ Life of Lorenzo de' Medici,^' was commenced in 179()^ 
and completed in 1796. During the period of its compilation, 
the author lived at the distance of two miles from Litrelpool, 
whither he daily repaired to attend the business of his office. 
His evenings alone could be dedicated to the work; the ria« 
books which he had occasion to consult were mostly procured 
from London, although it was a considerable ad vantage to him 
that his friend Mr. Clarke the banker had spent a winter at 
Florence. The work was printed at Liverpool, under his own 
superintendence. On its appearance, it was hailed with a 
warm and universal expression of approbation. It was thus 
spoken of by the author of ^^ The Pursuits of Literature : ^ — 

'< But hark, what solemn strains from Arao's vales 
Breathe raptures wafted on the Tuscan gales ! 
Lorenzo rears again his awful head. 
And feels his ancient glories round him spread; 
The Muses starting from their trance revive. 
And at their Roscoe*s bidding, wake and live.** 

To which lines the following note was appended : — 
^^ See the Life of Lorenzo de' Medici, called the MagQifi<* 
cent, by William RoscOe, 2 vols. 4to. I cannot but congrap 
tulate the public upon this gr^t and important addition to 
classical history, which I regard as a phenomenon in literatuit, 
in every point of view. It is pleasant to consider ia gentleman, 
not under the auspices of a university, nor beneath .the shelter 
of academic bowers, but in the practice of the law and business 
of great extent, i^esident in a remote <conimercial town, wliere 
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nothing is heard of but Guinea-ships, slaves, blacks, and mer- 
chandise, in the town of Liverpool, inv^tigating and describing 
the rise and progress of every polite art in Italy at the revival 
of learning, with acuteness, depth, and. precision ; with the 
spirit of the poet, and the depth of the historian. It is plea- 
sant to consider this ; and, for my own part, I have not terms 
sufficient to express my admiration of his genius and erudition, 
or my gratitude for the amusement and information I have re- 
ceived. I may add, that the manner in which Mr. Roscoe 
procured, from the libraries at Florence, many of the various 
inedited manuscripts, with which he has enriched the appendix 
to his biKtory, was singularly curious : not from a Fellow or 
Traveller of the Dilettanti, but from a commercial man in the 
intervals of his employment I shall not violate the dignity of 
the work by slight objections to some modes of expression, or a 
&w woods, or to some occasional s^itiments in the historian of 
a republic ; but I recommend it to onr country as a work of 
unquestionable g^aius and uncommon merit. It adds the 
name of Roscoe to the very first rank of Elnglish classical 
historians. 

Manet htinc §mlchrum suajarna laborem, 

MuSAREM STONDET CHORUS, £T RoMANUS ApOLLO.'*^ 

In 1798, Mr. Roscoe published ** The Nurse, a Poem, 
fecxn the Italian of Luigi TansiUo," in 4 to. ; 8yo. 1800. 

^^ Amongst those friends whom Dr. Currie had the happi- 
ness to possess,'' observes the filial editor of the life of Dr. 
Currie, ^' there was none with whom be lived in habits of 
greater intimacy t^an Mr. Roscoe, or to whom he was more 
strongly attached. Their friendship was cemented by a com- 
mon taste for literature and ijatellecttial pursuits, and by the 
congeniality of their sentimefits on xotany important subjects 
which aifect the weifii»e of ithe human raoe. In after-life, ihevc 
names became associated in the literary world. Few strangers 
of eminence arrived at Liverpool without an introduction to 
Mr. Roficoe and Dr. Currie; and tlieir houses were the re$ort 
of men of learning and celebrity from all quarters." 

X 2 
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Prefixed to Dr. Currie's " Life and Works of Robert 
Bums,'* is a beautiful tributary poem to the xnemory of that 
extraordinary man, by Mr. Roscoe, which is introduced by 
Dr. Currie in the following manner : — 

'< It is from the pen of one who has sympathised deeply in 
the fate of Burns, and will not be found unworthy of its author, 
the biographer of Lorenzo de' Medici. Of a person so well 
known, it is wholly unnecessary for the editor to speak ; and, 
if it were necessary, it would not be easy for him to find 
language that would adequately express his respect and 
his afiection.'' 

On the death of Dr. Currie an epitaph on his distinguished 
friend was written by Mr. Roscoe, and sent to Professor 
Smyth for his rcTision. In revising it, from the Professor's 
deep interest in the subject, the epitaph, as it now stands in 
the parish church at Sidmouth, was insensibly drawn up ; and 
being returned with the original to Mr. Roscoe, from the 
same deep interest, and from the habitual magnanimity of his 
nature (to use Profisssor Smyth's own expressions), was by him 
preferred, and placed on the tomb of their common friend. 

In 1 805 appeared Mr. Roscoe's second great work, ** The 
Life and Pontificate of Leo the Tenth," the son of Lorenzo 
de' Medici, in four volumes, quarto ; the octavo edition in six 
volumes, 1806. 

In the preface to this elaborate performance, the author 
observes : — 

*^ For almost three centuries the curiosity of mankind has 
been directed towards the age of Leo X. The history of 
that period has not, however, been attempted in a manner in 
any degree equal to the grandeur and variety of the subject. 
Nor is this difficult to be accounted for. Attractive as such 
an undertaking may at first i^pear, it will be found on a 
nearer inspection to be surrounded with many difficulties* 
The magnitude of such a task ; the trouble of collecting the 
materials necessary to its proper execution ; the long devotion 
of time and of labour which it must unavoidably require ; and, 
above all, the apprehensions of not fulfilling the high expect* 
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ations which have been formied of it; are some of those cir- 
camstances which have, perhaps, prevented the accomplish- 
ment of a work which has often been suggested, sometimes 
closely contemplated, but hitherto cautiously declined. 

*< The same considerations which have deterred others from 
engaging in so laborious and hazardous an attempt, would in 
all probability have produced a similar effect oh myself, had 
I not been led by imperceptible degrees to a situation in 
which I could scarcely, with either propriety or credit, have 
declined the task. The history of the ^^ Life of Lorenzo de' 
Medici," the father of Leo X., had opened the way to a variety 
of researches, not less connected with the events of the en- 
suing period than with those of the times for which they were 
immediately intended ; and even that work was considered by 
many, perhaps not unjustly, as only the vestibule to a more 
spacious building, which it would be incumbent on the author 
at some future period to complete. Since that publication, 
the friendship and liberality of several distinguished characters, 
both at home and abroad, have supplied me with many valu- 
able communications and original documents, which, without 
their countenance and favour, it would not have been in my 
power to have obtained. To have withheld these materials 
from the public, would have defeated the purpose for which 
they were communicated ; and to have shrunk from the task 
under such circumstances, would have given occasion for a 
construction almost as unfavourable to myself as the fiulure of 
success. These reflections have induced me, amidst the con- 
stant engagements of an active life, to persevere in an under- 
taking, which has occasionally called for exertions beyond 
what my time, my talents, or my health, could always 
supply; and I now submit to the public the result of the 
labour of many years, in thie best form in which^ under all 
circumstances, it has beeii in my power to ofier it to their 
acceptance.'' 

Mr. Roscoe proceeds to describe the principles on which 
he has proceeded in the execution of his undertaking, to ad- 
vert to the literary historians whose volumes h6 has consuhed^t 
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to describe the various original documents to whidi he has 
had access, and to acknowledge the assistance which he has 
derived from numerous friendly sources. In conclusion, he 
says : — 

'^ I cannot deliver this work to the public without a most 
painful conviction that, notwithstanding my utmost en« 
deavours, and the most sedulous attention which it has been 
in my power to bestow upon it, many defects will still be dis- 
coverable, not only from the omission of much important in-» 
formation which may not have occurred to my enquiries, but 
from an erroneous or imperfect use of such as I may have had 
the good fortune to obtain. Yet I trust, that when the extent 
of the work, and the great variety of subjects which it com« 
prebends, are considered, the candid and judicious will make 
due allowance for those inaccuracies against whidb no vigilaiiee 
can at all times effectually guard. With this pnbfioatkm^ <I 
finally relinquish all intention of prosecuting, with a view. to 
the public, my i*esearches into the history and literature of 
Italy. That I have devoted to its completion a coiausiderabk 
portion of time and of labour will suffid^itly appear from dte 
perusal of the following pages, and it may therefeve be pre« 
sdmed that I cannot be indifferent to its success. But, what»» 
ever inducements I may have found in the h<^e of condSiatiiig 
the indulgence or the favour of the public, I must finally be 
permitted to avow, that motives of a different, and porhaps of 
a more laudable nature, have occasionally concurred to induce 
me to persevere in the present undertaking. Among these^ 
is an earnest desire to exhibit to the present times an iUus^ 
trious period of society ; to recall the public attention to those 
standards of excellence to which Europe has been indebted 
for no inconsiderable portion of her subsequent improvement; 
to unfold the ever active effect 9f moral causes on the acquire- 
ments and the happiness of a people ; and to raise a barrier, 
as far as such efforts can avail, against that torrent of a cor* 
rupt and vitiated taste, which, if not continually opposed, may 
once more overwhelm the cultivated nations of Europe in 
barbarism and degradation. To these great and desirable 
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aims I could wish to add others, yet more exalted and com- 
mendable; to demonstrate the fatal consequences of an ill«- 
directed ambition, and to deduce, from the unperverted pages 
of history, those maxims of true humanity, sound wisdom, and 
political fidelity, which have been too much neglected in all 
ages, but which are the only solid foundations of the repose, 
the dignity, and the happiness of mankind." 

The following passage is extracted from an impartial notice 
of the " Life of Leo X." in the Monthly Review : — 

^' Having now taken a rapid view of the details of political, 
ecclesiastical, and literary matters contained in these volumes, 
we should, indeed, be ungrateful if we did not acknowledge 
our obligatbns to the very intelligent and ingenio^s author, 
for the interesting traits which his researches have restored to 
the page of general history, for many portions of well weighed 
and authentic narrative, for numerous instances of able criti- 
cism, for various happy sketches of character, and for the 
assistance which he affords to the attentive reader in estimating 
the state of the human mind during the early part of the six- 
teenth century. When it is considered that these learned 
labours proceed from a nan who has been throughout his life 
engaged in business, they will be viewed with astonishment, 
and will induce us to think most highly of his persevering 
industry and happy genius.'' 

After the publication of his first historical work, Mr. Ros- 
coe had retired firom his practice as a solicitor, and had en- 
tered himself at Gray's Inn, with the intention of practising 
at the Bar. In 1805, however, he was induced to join the 
banking-house of his friends Messrs. Clarke ; and in tlie (oU 
lowing year he received a strong public testimonial to his 
talents, by being elected one of the members for his native 
town in parliament. His senatoriaPcareer was brief: but 
during its continuance he distinguished himself as a steadfast 
advocate of the principles he had always professed, and as a 
warm partisan of the causeFof emancipation throughout the 
debates upon tlie slave trade. After the dissolution in^lSO?, 
distrusting the power of bis friends to secure his re-election,- 
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'kofdfeflUttdd'ieiitfirii]^ tqp€to a new contest; aod from thflt^iHiie 
]Dl)ciiCarQdjlwill|e|XdliticsionIy by means nfoccasioiial parapUeCiB. 
^he ifltlesiofiiiteqprinaiBal of tbese are as^fblio vs s -^-^JRemalrks 
tendfaif Brapednln/macief to Goeofr Britain' iira.N^otiatuniriritfa 
jRraaoe^ i#089'Goii8ideii;atidns on the. Causes of the preient 
.W&n tiBO^'i; (Xiservations oa the Address to liis^Mdjesty 
pro^oasd *hj Eai^l Grey, 18 10; Occasional Tracts relative to 
the War betwixt France and Great Britain, lail^ LeCter to 
Henry ^Bfoagbamt Esq. ona Reform ia the Representadcm 
of tbe^People in Parliament, 1811 ; Answer to a Ldtter fixim 
Mr. J.vMerritt, on Parliamentary Reform, lS12r Observa- 
tionron Penal Jurisprudence and the Reformation tofOrttHl- 
naU,; l^l^^ We understand that Ins correspondence oil tliis 
last safaject, wsfeh varibustedi'viduats in the Ui^^ States, bds 
b^eik 'P^odiictifve of considerable jimproTement-^i a the^prisons 
of New York and Pennsylvania. ^ '^'^ '• 'H 

ln^lSl7f Mr. Roecoe* pidiilvBheff a Dkeouite IfeideKr^red 
oni:tbe;<^»enii^ of the liverpdol B^yal iiifatitutklii9^Jdi)r*11ie 
OrigimaodiVidssit^eof Literature^- 'Science and Ai^; '1^ 
.180iy he edited a new edition of the works of Pop6,'tt> wMch 
he (Mrefifted a life of the aathor. The last work bewus o(^ 
cupiedinipubiishing. was a botanical one^ on a pofeiion of ' Ae 
*^ Class Monandria." To die iscienBe* of btrtany- he had pre^ 
Yiously evinced bis attachment, by ^^ An Addtiess ddiv^nad 
befote the Proprietors of the Botanic Garden at Liverpool 
previously toopenmg the Garden, May 3.1S02," published in 
12mo. ; and by the following communications io the Transao* 
tions of the Linn»an Society :— in 1606, ^^ Of the Plants ef the 
Monaodrian Class usui^ly cidled Saitamineae'' Ivirf^ ^niL 
p.8SQ.); in 1810, ^^ An artificial and jaatural arrangem^it of 
Plants, and. particularly on the sjrstems of X^innaeus and 
Juasieu" (vol. xi. p* .50.); in 1814, *^ On.Dr. Roxbui^'s de- 
scription of the Monandrous Plants of India" (ibid. p. 270.). 

Mr. Roscoe al$o wrote the excellent preface to Daulby's 
Catalogue of the Etchings of Rembrandt. 

While Mr. Roscoe's mind was chiefly occupied with his 
literary and political studies, a series . of unforeseen circum^^ 
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siKiKsesy particdflffly .scverid . other finbiresy obliged the bank- 
ki^house in which he was engaged to suspend payment 
The creditors^ howerer, had so mtieh ooi^denee in Mr. 
Jftoscoe's .integiity, that time was given Ibr the firm to recover 
from its embarrassments; «id'Mr. RosGoe, on first entering 
ihe butik after this accommodation, was loudly greeted by the 
populace Th^ diflSculties, however, in which the bank was 
placed rendered it impossiUie for the proprietors to make 
good their engagements* Mr« Roscoe did all that could be 
expected from an honest man ; he gave up the whole of his 
property to satisfy his creditors. His library, which was very 
e^Ktensive, and consisted principally of Italian works, was the 
greatest sacrifice; the books were s<dd (at Liverpool) for 
SISOL9 the prints for I88O1&, and the drawings for 7SSl. A 
portrait of Leo X. was purdiased for BOOL by Mr* CSoke^ of 
Holkham. / ,a ,/ ». 

: • Ydtt upon Ae whele, Mr* Roscoe can scaixsely be termed 
WifodrtoQitei I>ietingttished through life by the* friendship )of 
4lie gifted and nobie, his days were passed in a fr^einteiVDa^^ 
with- kindred minds, and hb declining years were soIacedHby 
die affectionate attentions of jusdy and sincerely attadied va- 
IffCiosis. He was regarded as the head of the literaky and 
acieidific circles of hb native town ; and much of his time ^lis 
spent in the promotion of many noble public institutions whidi 
lie had ctotributed to establbh; The reflection that by hb 
means no citizen of Athens had ever assumed a mourning 
garment, afforded satb&ction to the dying moments of the 
statesman of old : as concise a comment has been supplied on 
the tenour of Mr. Roscoe's life, in the assertion that he has 
Bot left behind him a single enemy. ^^ Such," it has been ob- 
served, " was the charm of his manner — • of his unaffected 
cheerftdness — of his conciliating disposition — of hb playful 
humour-— of hb natural eloquence-— of hb open and candid 
dealing — of his evident and unceasing kindness of heart and 
universal benevolence — such his domestic virtues, and such 
hb various and brilliant talents — that he was every where^ 
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at home and abroad^ loved and admired ; and he died, as he 
lived, without an enemy." 

The death of this amiable and highly gifted man took place, 
in the eightieth year of his age, at Toxteth Park, Liverpool, 
on the SOth of June, 1831 ; after a short illness, partaking 
somewhat of the nature of cholera. His funeral was attended 
by committees of the Royal Institutiofi^ the Philosophical 
Society, and the Athenaeum; and by nearly two hundred 
gentlemen on foot, besides those in carriages. 
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No. XXII. 
CHARLES GORING, ESQUIRE. 

Xh£ highly estimable subject of this memoir was born 
February, 17439 O. S. ; being the only son of the second 
marriage of Sir Charles Matthews Goring, Bart., of High- 
den, with Elizabeth, eldest daughter and co-heiress of Sir 
Robert Fagg, Bart., in right of whom he succeeded to the 
ancient estate and mansion of Wiston, in Sussex. 

Mr. Goring was educated at the Charter House ; admitted 
a Gentleman Commoner of Magdalen College, Oxford, in 
1762; afterwards elected a Fellow of All-Souls QJlege; and 
on the decease of his father, in 1769, vacated his Fellowship, 
and took possession of his family seat, where he resided, with 
few intermissions, during the remainder of his life. In this 
situation, so congenial to his inclination and pursuits, he was 
constantly engaged in some useful undertaking, and steadily 
directing his views to the benefit of his country, his neigh- 
bours, and his dependants. It was the rule of his life never 
to be unemployed ; and though public business was less suited 
to his taste than private and domestic duties, yet he was 
always earnest in his endeavours to promote the interests of 
the community at large* 

When the borough of New Shordiam was opened to the 
freeholders of the rape of Bramber, he was returned as its 
representative ; and, when the militia was established on its 
present footing he contributed his efforts to overcome the 
re^tance that was raised against it (which continued longer 
in Sussex than in any other county}, and encountered much 
difficulty in withstanding the popular excitement. On this 
occasion his house was beset by a tumultuous mob, who 
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threatened to destroy it, and who were diverted by him, with 
considerable address and courage, from their criminal design. 

He filled a commission in the militia regiment but for a 
short time, being compelled to retire by the attack of an 
acute disease, which unhappily abridged the term of his pub- 
lic services, and returned at intervals to the last. Confined 
by this state of health to occupations near his home, he there 
assiduously discharged the duties of a magistrate, for which 
he was eminently qualified. When disengaged from such 
duties, he found his relaxation in agriculture and planting, 
with the diversions of the field, in which he was very expert 
Perfectly acquainted with every branch of rural economy, he 
managed his afiairs with singular success : and, in the year 
3801, obtained the gold medal ^ven by the Board of Agri- 
culture, for the bestjessay on ^^ The Conversion of Arable Land 
into Pasture." 

His house was always open to his friends, and displayed a 
scene of true English hospitality, of which his numerous 
labourers partook. To the cause of public charity, and the 
institutions which promoted it, he extended his liberal sup- 
port; but his real character with regard to munificence was 
not generally known. The stream of his private bounty 
flowed silently and unobserved. His delicacy in bestowing 
it was equal to his generosity : it relieved those whom he 
favoured as much as possible ftom the weight of obligation, 
making the acceptance appear as a kindness conferred upon 
himself, for which he never expected any requital. He re- 
spected in others that independence of mind which he main- 
tained in his own conduct. 

It must be acknowledged, that his virtues were too much 
secluded from public view to be duly valued; and, as he 
sought neither honour nor applause, he might be more 
regardless of the opinions entertained by others than was 
conducive to his own reputation. If this were a defect, and 
clouded the full lustre of his bright example, it was akin to 
those qualities which adorned it From ostentation and 
vanity he was entirely exempt Maintaining his proper 
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station in society, and respecting its just gradations, he 
neither courted the favour nor feared the frowns of the 
great and powerful. He could not affect esteem where he 
did not feet it, nor assume a cordiality which his heart 
disowned. His errors were light and venial ; and in all the 
main points of moral excellence and Christian virtue he stood 
distinguished among his fallible fellow^creatures. In every 
domestic relation, as a father, husband, and master, he was 
affectionate and fiiithful, benevolent and just 

His religious principles were deeply fixed, and strongly 
manifested: the truth on which they rested nothuig could 
shake, — the practice they inculcated nothing could interrupt* 
A sincere member of the Established Church, he never fidled 
to join in its ordinances and worship. 

His retirement from the more active employments to which 
he was accustomed occasioned no tedium, but was happily 
and usefully occupied in reading, or writing, or projecting 
some improvement. He had continued to cultivate his class- 
ical learning amidst his other engagements, and frequently 
amused himself by compositions both in Latin and in English. 
Many of his lighter productions, as well as his more serious 
Essays, have passed anonymously through the press ; but his 
study was chiefly devoted to the Holy Scriptures, and par- 
ticularly to the Prophetic Books ; in the discussion of which 
he received a marked attention from Bishop Horsley ; and, 
but one year before his death, communicated with the learned 
Dean of Lichfield on his ** Exposition of the Book of Reve- 
lation." 

Mr. Goring's attention was called to the subject of Prophecy 
by *^ Fleming's Treatise on the Downfall of the French 
Monarchy," which occasioned his pamphlet, entitled ^^ Anti- 
christ in the French Convention," published by Cadell and 
Davies, 1795.. He subsequently wrote an <* Enquiry into 
the Second Coming of our Saviour," published by Cadell and 
Davies, 1796; and also, «* Remarks on the Prophecies of 
Isaiah," published by Cadell, 1 827. He dwelt on these two 
latter subjects with never ceasing interest; and, whatever 
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judgment may be formed of liis opinions on the awfiil events 
to which they refer/ his firm faith in revealed truth, his 
earnest piety, and grateful humility, cannot be questioned. 
Speaking of the misapprehension into which he may have 
been betrayed, he says, ^ Still the investigation may be found 
profitable. The Scriptures want only to be thoroughly known 
to be implicitly believed. Tliat the safety, peace, and happiness 
of these kingdoms depend upon that belief in the people, no 
one who has made that investigation can doubt." — Preface to 
Antichrist in the French Convention. 

After having observed that the idolatrous corruptions of 
the Romish Church have occasioned the degradation of those 
states which profess its worship, and that the blessing of 
Divine Providence has been displayed in the exaltation of this 
Protestant country he adds, — 

'* If it be arrogance to attribute our laws, our con- 
stitution, and our Established Church to the gift of the 
Almighty, then let me be rather accused of arrogance than 
ingratitude ; for I will thank my God that he has placed me 
under them. Shall we sit in stupid ignorance, insensible to 
the blessings we enjoy, and unmindful of the hand that be- 
stows them so liberally upon us ? Shall the fast of a day 
atone for the sins of a year? Shall our soul sk in sorrow and 
sackcloth, and not also rejoice and be thankful? Shall 
we forget to ^ve Him praise who is the lifter up of our 
head ? He hath not dealt so wiA any nation, neither hath 
the heathen knowledge of his laws : and whence is this unequal 
lot of humanity ? Why is the fair inhabitant of this small 
island free, while the swairthy race of Africa is in bondage ? 
Thebes and Carthage are ancient monuments of their fame ; 
proofs that they neither wanted courage to war, nor ability to 
govern. The man of the world may scoff at the curse de^ 
nounced upon Canaan ; but if he is widced -enough to set 
aside the dispensations of God, he will find himself at a 
loss, with all his ingenuity, to account for the wide difference 
between these nations in laws, in governmoit, in religion, and 
in the comforts of life, no less than in their form, their hair. 
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aud their oomplexioii. Whether we deserve all this &¥oiir 
is another point: we are not Vo measure His mercy by oar 
own merits ; ' He will have mercy on whom He will have 
mercy : ' we can be justified only by the blood of Christ ; 
nevertheless, we may hope that our works have not been such 
as to exclude us from a confidence in his mercy. We may 
hope that He hath not beheld iniquity in Jacob, nor seen per- 
verseness in Israel : while our consciences do not accuse us of 
any of the three great national offisoces ; viz. idolatry, per- 
secution, and injustice. And we may comfort ourselves, 
although our neglect of our Crod hath been great indeed, 
though we nmybave sons of Zimri and KonA among our 
t^its, that we have not as a nation set Him at defiance; we 
have not denied his name^ nor broken his everlasting cove- 
nant ; we have not yet been led astray by the dau^ters txE 
Moab to prostrate ourselves to their new iddts; nor have we 
dared to make a covenant widi Death." *— An Enqmry into 
the Second Coming of Christy p. 55. 

These passives will show the turn and tendency of his re- 
; ligious temper and principles ; and they are not inapposite 
to the present time. 

Mr.Goring's sight continued unimpaired, his observation 
^pxkk, his judgment exact, his memory retentive, and his 
other -fiusulties still vigorous uid active to the last period df 
his life. His spirit, instead of being broken by sickness and 
subdued by infirmity, became indeed more meek, but not 
less firm and resolute in that trying season. The strong 
traits of hb character were softened by affliction, but the fire 
diat animated them shone out conspicuous until it was finally 
extingubhed. He had reached his eighty^fourth y^ar with little 
appearance of increasing debility. About that time his constitu- 
tion began to fail ; but still he kept the even tenour of bis way, 
transacted business with his usual accuracy, and, when sinking 
under infirmity, executed whatever he contemplated as ex- 
pedient or just with unabated resolution.* The wearisome 

* One of bis last acts was an enlargement of the parish church of Alboume) 
which, though undertaken within a few months of his decease, he happily lived 
to complete. 
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days and nights, which for some months preceded his dis^ 
solution, never overcame his patience; he endured, this: ha- 
rassing, and usually fretful, season with exemplary composure 
and equanimity : and when it pleased God, on the Sd of 
December, 1829, to terminate his life, he expired in the. midst 
of his family, who were assembled round him, with the same 
tranquillity that he would have laid himself down to sleep. In 
that extremity, when ready to depart, he could probably re^ 
view the life that he had passed with as litde self-reproach, 
and was as well prepared to render his account as any mortal 
that is still conscious of his failings, and relies on the sole 
merits of his Redeemer for pardon and salvation. * 

Mr. Goring was thrice married : — first, to Sarah, daughter 
of Ralph Beard, Esq., of Hurst Pierpoint, April 20th, 1779; 
secondly, to Elizabeth, daughter, of Edward Luxford, Esq.^ 
of Hailsham, June 7thj 1798 ; thirdly, to Mary, daughter of 
the Rev. John Ballard, LL.D., Fellow of Winchester Col* 
lege. Rector of Twiniham and Albourne, in the county of 
Sussex, and Vicar of Portsea, Hants ; and granddaughter of 
John Ballard, D. D., Rector of Steeple Langford, Wilts, and 
Frances, sister of Sir C. M. Goring. By his first marriage he 
had no issue; by his second, three daughters — Elizabeth *, 
Maryf, and Frances; by his third, two sons, Charles. and 
John, and one daughter, Mary; He left five surviving 
children; viz. Elizabeth, Frances, Charles, Mary,, and 
John. 



We have been favoured with the foregoing memoir from 
an authentic source. 

♦ Married to the R&t. W. Trower. f She died in her infancy. 
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No. XXIII. 
. JAMES WALKER, ESQUIRE, 

SEAR-ADMIRAL OF THE RED, C.B., AND K.T.8. 

This brave and distinguished officer was the son of James 
Walker, of Innerdovat, in Fife, Esq., by Lady Mary Walker, 
third and youngest daughter of Alexander, Earl of Leven and 
Melville, and great-aunt to the present Earl. He entered 
die navy about 1776, as Midshipman in the Southampton 
frigate, ill whith he served for five years, principally on the 
Jamdica station, and in the grand fleet under Sir Charles 
Hardy. In August, 1780, he had a narrow escape, being sent 
to assist in removing the prisoners from a captured privateer, 
which sunk, and it was some time before he ^as rescued from 
the waves. In 1781 he was promoted to the rank of Lieu- 
tenant, and appointed to the Princess iloyal, but almost 
immediately exchanged into the Torbay 74, in which he 
served under Sir Samuel Hood in the operations at St. 
Christopher's, and the memorable engagement with the Count 
de Grasse. 

After the peace of 1783, Lieutenant Walker spent some 
years in France, Italy, and Germany; and in 1788, when a 
war broke out between Russia and Turkey, was offered the 
command of a Russian ship, but could not obtain leave to 
accept it. He was subsequently appointed in succession to 
the Champion, Winchelsea, Boyne, and Niger. The last 
was one of the repeating frigates to Earl Howe's fleet in the 
battle of June 1. 1794 ; and Mr. Walker was advanced to the 
rank of Commander for his conduct as Lieutenant and signal 
officer on that glorious day. 

Immediately after this promotion, he went as a volunteer 
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with his late Captain, the Hon. A. K. Legge, and his old 
messmates of the Niger, in the.Latona. At the beginning of 
1795| he was appointed to the Terror bomb; and, in June 
following, assumed the temporary command of the Trusty 50* 
In this vessel he was sent to convoy five East Indiamen to a 
latitude in which they might be safely left; which having 
done, he heard on his return of a large fleet of merchantmen 
which had been for some time lying at Cadiz in want of 
convoy, and under heavy demurrage. Conceiving he could 
not be more beneficially employed than in protecting the 
commerce of his country, Captain Walker thought fit (in. con- 
travention to his orders, which were to return to Spitbead) 
to take charge of these vessels, which he conducted in perfect 
safety to England. Two memorials of the Spanbh merchants 
residing in London represented to the Adniiralty, that << the 
value of the fleet amounted to upwards of a million sterling, 
which but for his active exertions would have been left in 
great danger, at a most critical time, when the Spaniards were 
negotiating a peace with France." The Spanish authorities, 
however, having resented his having assisted the merchants 
in removing their property, it was deemed right to bring 
Captain Walker to a Court- Martial on his return to Ply- 
mouth ; and, it being found that he had acted without orders^ 
he was broke. At the sarne time, it was no small consolation 
to his feelings to know that the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty appreciated the motives by which he had been 
actuated, and interested themselves in bis favour. About eight 
months after, the Spanish ambassador received orders from 
his government to request that the whole transaction might be 
forgotten ; and Mr. Walker was restored to his rank of Com- 
mander, in March, 1 797. 

In the summer of 1797, while the mutiny raged at the 
Nore, Captain Walker suggested a plan for attacking the 
Sandwich with the smasher guns invented by his relative^ 
General Melville, and volunteered to conduct the enterprise. 
It so happened that a plan exactly, similar had been adopted 
by the Board of Admiralty not an hour before ; and Captain 
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Walker was immediately appointed to the command of a 
division of gun-boats, fitted at Woolwich : but, before he 
arrived at Gravesend, the mutineers had been induced to 
surrender. He was then ordered to act as Captain of the 
Garland frigate, and to escort the trade bound to the Baltic 
as far as Elsineur. On his return from that service he re- 
moved intO' the Monmouth 64, employed in the North Sea. 
tn^ Lord Duncan's memorable battle of the 11th of October, 
1797, the Monmouth whs closely engaged tor an hour and a 
half with the Delfl and Alkmaar ships of the line, and com- 
pelled them both to sui^render. The latter was taken in tow 
immediately after the action; and, notwithstanding the heavy 
gale that ensued, Captain Walker did not quit her until, 
after an^ anxious period of five days, he had the satisfaction 
of anchoring her safely in Yarmouth Roads. He was im^ 
mediately confirmed in the rank of Post-Captain, and the 
command of the Monmouth; and i^eceived the naval gold 
medal) and the thanks of Parliament. On the 19th Decem* 
ber following, be assisted in the ceremony of depositing in 
St. Paul's the colours captured in the recent naval victories. 

Captain Walker subsequently commanded, in succession, 
the Veteran 64<, Braakel 56, Prince George 98, Prince of 
the same force, and Isis 50. The last was one of Lord 
Nelson's division in the battle of Copenhagen, April 2. 1801 ; 
and was^most warmly engaged for four hours and a half with 
two of the enemy's heaviest block^ships, and a battery of four- 
teen guns. Its loss in this sanguinary battle amounted to 9 
officers and 103 men killed and wounded. 

In the ensuing summer Captain Walker obtained the com- 
mand of the Tartar frigate, and was ordered to convoy a fleet 
of merchantmen to the Jamaica station ; where he received a 
commission from the Admiralty, appointing him to the Van- 
guard 74. On the renewal of hostilities in 1803, he was em- 
ployed in the blockade of St. Domingo; and while on that 
service captured the Creole 44<, having on board the French 
General Morgan and 530 troops, and the Duquesne 74,— the 
latter after a chase of twenty hours, and a running fight of an 
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hour and a half. Shortly after his return the town of St. 
Marc surrendered, after a blockade of fourteen weeks; as 
also did the garrison of Cape Fran^ais, when the dominion of 
the French was at an end. Captain Walker returned to Eng- 
land with only 160 men, although nearly that number of 
French prisoners was embarked on board his ship, — a cir- 
cumstance which rendered the utmost vigilance necessary. 

He was subsequently appointed to the Thalia frigate, and 
sent to the East Indies ; and afterwards to the Bedford 74, 
one of the squadron sent by Sir W. Sidney Smith to escort 
the royal family of Portugal from Lisbon to Rio Janeiro. 
On his arrival there, the Prince Regent, in consideration of 
Captain Walker's unremitted attention to the Portuguese 
fleet during a long and tempestuous voyage, signified his 
mtention of conferring upon him the order of St. Benta 
d'Avis : but some objections having been stated by his spi- 
ritual advisers on account of Captain Walker's religion, his 
Royal Highness determined to revive the military order of 
the Tower and Sword, of which he created him a Knight 
Commander — an honour subsequently conferred on many 
British officers. The Bedford was afterwards employed in 
the blockade of Flushing, and other services, until September, 
1814; when Captain Walker received orders to assume the 
command of a squadron, on board of which was embarked 
the advanced guard of the army sent against New Orleans. 
During the course of that unsuccessful attack, in which 
Admiral Sir Alexander Cochrane and Rear- Admirals Mal- 
colm and Codrington assisted. Captain Walker was left in 
charge of the line-of-battle ships, which, on account of the 
shallow water, could not approach within one hundred miles 
of the scene of action. 

In 1814, Captain Walker was selected to accompany the 
Duke of Clarence to Boulogne, for the purpose of bringing 
to England the Emperor of Russia and King of Prussia. 
After the peace he conlmanded the Albion, Queen, and 
Northumberland, third- rates ; the last of which he paid off 
September 10. 1818, and thus closed a continued service of 
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twenty-one years as a Post-Captain. He was nominated a 
Companion of the Bath on the extension of that honourable 
order in 1815; and advanced to the rank of Rear- Admiral at 
the Coronation of King George the Fourth, the promotion on 
that memorable occasion ending with him. 

The Rear- Admiral's death occurred on the 13th of July, 
1831, while on a visit to his son, commanding the coast 
guard at Blatchington, near Seaford. He was sixty-seven 
years of age. 

Rear' Admiral Walker was twice married. His first wife 
was a daughter of the Right Hon. General Sir John Irvine, 
K. B. ; his second, and widow, was a daughter of Amoldus 
Jones Skelton, of Branthwaite Hall, in Cumberland, Esq., 
first cousin to the Marquis Cornwallis, and M. P. for Eye. 
His eldest son, Melville, is an officer of dragoons ; his second, 
Frederick, a Lieutenant R. N. ; and his third, Thomas, died 
in that rank in 1829. 



Principally, from " Marshall's Royal Naval Biography/' 
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No, XXIV. 
ANDREW STRAHAN, ESQUIRE, 

PRINTER TO HIS MAJESTY. 

This estimable character was the third son of WiHiam 
Strahan, Esq., many years his Majesty's printer, who died 
July 5- 17S5. 

The memory of Mr. William Straban was honoured by 
Mackenzie, in the periodical paper called ^ The Lounger;" and 
much of what was advanced by that elegant writer may, with 
great propriety and strict justice, be transferred to the sutgeot 
of the present memoir. It is acknowledged by all who knew 
him that he inherited his father's professional eminence, his 
political attachments, his consistency of public conduct, and 
his private virtues ; and by these secured a reputation whidi 
will not be soon forgotten. Like his father, too, he acquired 
great literary property and influence in the learned world, by 
purchasing the copyrights of the most celebrated authors of 
his time; frequently in connection with bis friend, the late 
Mr. Alderman Cadell. In this his liberality kept equal pace 
with his prudence, and in some cases went, perhaps, rather 
beyond it. Never had such rewards been given, as both by 
father and son, to the labours of literary men. Among the 
most distinguished authors who profited by their liberality, 
we may mention JohnsOn, — whose frequent expression was, 
that "they had raised the price of literature," — Hume, War- 
burton, Hurd, Blackstone, Burn, Robertson, Henry, Gibbon, 
&c. &c. 

By continuing this encouragement of genius, Mr. Andrew 
Strahan soon attained the very highest rank of his profession, 
and became equally eminent for the correctness of his typo- 
graphy and for the liberality of his dealings ; and the numer- 
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ous works to which his name appears, and which were executed 
specially under his own eye, and that of his judicious assist- 
ants, are still highly esteemed by collectors. In all might be 
seen perfect integrity and unabating diligence. 

Dr. Johnson remarks, that '^ the necessity of complying with 
times and of sparing persons is the great impediment to bio- 
graphy." In the present sketch no such impediment occurs. 
A man of observation who has reached Mr. Strahan's age 
must necessarily have witnessed times di£Perent from the pre- 
sent, and have formed plans of happiness and prosperity not 
now so easily obtained, nor so generally followed. It has 
been justly observed, that ^^ his character as a man may be 
best appreciated firom the respect and affection with which he 
was treated by his numerous friends, and the veneration with 
which he was received by bis younger contemporaries* If 
among either a point of difference arose, his judgment was 
applied for; if a difficulty occurred, his advice was asked; if 
assistance was needed, his purse was known to be open ; and 
none who sought aid in either form had ever reason to regret 
adopting the suggestions, pursuing the counsel, or asking the 
support of thb excellent man." The same writer remarks, 
tbaty ^^ unostentatious in his mode of living, and attached to 
the last to the residence in which he was born and died, he 
was enabled to devote a considerable part of his income to the 
assistance of friends who required a temporary help, and to 
the relief of the necessitous, many of whom will now record 
instances of his bounty which was bestowed on a condition 
that the dispenser of it should be concealed." 

That Mr. Strahan should be attached to the house in which 
he was born and died is not remarkable. It was consistent 
with the plan of life in which he bad been educated. The 
house was in truth classic ground — not a room in it that was 
not dear to his remembrance. In that hospitable mansion he 
bad, from his earliest years, enjoyed the conversation of the 
eminent literary characters above mentioned ; and it was there 
that he entertained their successors up to the present period. 
Some years, indeed, before his death, he had purchased a 
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house and grounds at Asbted, Surrey^ to which he retired in 
the summer months when his health permitted, and in which 
he took great pleasure ; but this retirement was seldom of long 
duration, as the enlargement of his business and extensive 
offices required his frequent attention. His life, indeed, was 
more laborious, and required greater strength of niind, than 
can be readily conceived by those who have hot attained the 
same eminence, and whose opinionis have not been in equal 
demand by their contemporaries. 

From the age to which he had arrived, and the company 
to which he had been accustomed, joined to the happiest 
powers of memory and recollection, his conversation was re- 
plete with literary anecdote, which he related in a manner 
that had all the charms of good humour, and all the security 
of the strictest veracity. In the latter quality he was a genuine 
pupil of Dr. Johnson. Whatever he related might be de- 
pended on. Nearly forty years ago, the writer of the present 
article, happening to relate an incident with some mistake in 
names as well as date,' next morning received from Mr. 
Strahan a kind letter, rectifying his mistakes, and placing the 
little narrative on authentic proofs. 

In all his intercourse with his friends aiid professional 
brethren, he evinced an uncommon vigour of niind ; which, 
indeed, he retained to the last. Long experience always 
directed him to that which was most salutary. In cases of 
professional difficulty, no man could see his way more clearly. 
It 'was wise, therefore, as well as common, for his brethren to 
solicit his advice, which, whether himself interested or not^ 
was always given with ready kindness, and never without 
effect. The peculiarities of his temper were of the most 
amiable kind ; and, of the numerous friends and connections 
who have outlived him, there are none who Have not a pensive 
recollection of many instances of his kindness. 
' Benevolence was a striking feature in his character. Iii 
1822, he presented 1000/. 3 per cents, to the Literary Fund. 
It has been stated in the public journals that he bequeathed 
by his will 1000/. each to six other charitable institutions; 
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but these form but a part of the large sums periodically be-* 
stowed, — although, as already noticed, with a secrecy which 
is not often observed in such transactions, and which was not 
violated by him even when, in some few cases, he had not met 
with the most grateful return. Much was given to those who 
had been the companions of his early life ; and to many he 
contributed that assistance which afterwards rendered them 
independent. 

During Mr. Strahan's long and active life, he filled variou9 
offices and relations ; and in all his conduct was exemplary, 
although his career was not without difficulties and vicissitudes. 
In 1 797, he was elected representative for Newport in Hamp- 
shire; in 1802, and 1806, for Wareham ; in 1807, for Carlow; 
in 1812, for Aldeburgh ; and sat in parliament until 1818, 
when he retired from public life in consequence of his ad- 
vanced age (seventy-one). In 1804 he was elected on the Court 
of Assistants of the Stationers' Company ; but, as he was begin- 
ning to experience some of the infirmities of age, he decUned 
the honourable degrees of office. In 1815, Mr. Strahan in- 
formed the Company ^^ that, being desirous of treading in the 
steps of his respected father (who had bequeathed 1000/. for 
the benefit of poor printers), he had transferred to the Com- 
pany 1225/. four per cents, for the same charitable uses." He 
also presented to the Company a portrait of his father, an 
excellent likeness, copied by Sir William Beechey from an 
original by Sir Joshua Reynolds. Their court-room is also 
decorated by a portrait of himself, by the late William Owen, 
Esq. R. A., placed there at the expense of the Company about 
the time he became a benefactor. 

It was not until February, 1830, that Mr. Strahan showed 
symptoms of decay. He had for some years become very cor- 
pulent, and seldom went abroad but in his carriage. But, 
after the period mentioned, his health visibly declined; yet 
such were the changes in his disorder, that his friends were 
frequently flattered^ by its favourable appearances. He was 
oflen enabled to take an airing in his carriage ; and was much 
interested in the wonderful changes which have taken place in 
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the western part of the metropoUs, as well as in its environs.' 
A very few days before his death he was able to take one of 
these pleasant rides ; and it was only the day before that event 
that symptoms of dissolution were visible. Yet up to the last 
» his nund seemed to retain its powers ; aa<^ except in some 
moments of lethargy, he conversed with his usual acuteness 
op any subject that hi^pened to occur. 

Mr. Strahan died at his house in New Street, near Fleet 
Street, on the 25th of August, 1831 ; in the eighty-third year 
pf his age. He was interred at Headly, in Surrey, on the 2d 
of September. 



The foregoing memoir we have derived from the pages of 
" The Gentleman's Magazine." 
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THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 

WILLIAM, EARL OF NORTHESK, 

KEAR-ADMIRAL OF GREAT BRITAIN; APMIRAL OF THE R£D| 
KNIGHT GRAND CROSS OP THE MOST HONOURABLE MILI- 
TARY ORDER OF THE BATH; GOVERNOR OF THE BRJTI8H 
LINEN COMPANY IN SCOTLAND; DOCTOR OF LAWS; AND A 
yiOE«*PR£$lDENT OF THE NAVAL AND MILITARY BIBLE 
SOCIETY. 

The family of the late Earl of Northesk has been settled for 
some centuries in the county of Angus, in Scotland. His 
ancestors came originally from Hungary, about the year 12009 
at which time the family name was either de Bolinhord, or 
Ballinhard ; but, getting possession of the lands and barony of 
Carnegie, they adopted thaty agreeably to the custom of the 
age and country. 

In the reign of King Charles I., David, the eldest of four 
brothers, was created Earl of Southesk, and Lord Carnegie; 
and John, the second, was advanced to the dignities of Lord 
Inglisipaldy, Lord Lour, and Earl of Ethie ; which titles he 
afterwards exchanged for those of Earl of Northesk and Lord 
Rosehill. In consequence of the attachment of this family to 
that unfortunate monarch, they were fined by Oliver Crom- 
well 10,000/. They were afterwards equally remarkable for 
their support of the revolution, and for their steady loyalty 
to the House of Hanover. In the rebellion in 1715, when 
the family mansion was taken possession of by the old Pre- 
tender, the Countess of Northesk was obliged to seek refuge 
in the Castle of Edinburgh, where she was delivered of a son, 
who was christened George, after his Majesty George L, who 
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condescended to be one of the sponsors, and was represented 
by proxy. This son became the Earl of Northesk, and 
entered as a midshipman in the Royal Navy, passed through 
the several gradations of rank, and was Admiral of the Blue 
in 1773 ; afterwards became Admiral of the White; and died 
January 21st, 1792; aged seventy-seven years. 

The gallant nobleman whose services we are now recording 
was the third son of the above-mentioned Admiral, by Lady 
Anne Leslie, eldest daughter of Alexander, fifth Earl of 
Leven and Melville ; and was born in 1 738. At the age of 
eleven, Mr. William Carnegie embarked in the Albion with 
Captain the Hon. Samuel Barrington ; and afterwards served 
in the Southampton frigate with Captain Macbride, at the 
time he conveyed the Queen of Denmark to Zell ; and in the 
Squirrel, with Captain Stair Douglas. He then obtained an 
acting appointment as Lieutenant of the Nonsuch; and, in 1777> 
was confirmed by Lord Howe into the Apollo. He afterwards 
served under Sir John Lockhart Ross, in the Royal George, 
at the capture of the Caracca fleet oS*Cape Finisterre; of the 
Spanish squadron under Don Juan de Langara, and at the re^ 
lief of Gibraltar ; then in the West Indies with Lord Rod- 
ney, who promoted him from the flag-ship, after the celebrated 
action of the 17th of April, 1780, to be Commander of the 
Blast fire-ship. He was subsequently removed into the St. 
Eustatia, and was present in her at the reduction of the island 
of that name, February 3. 1781. 

Captain Carnegie obtained Post rank on the 7th April, 
1782; and at the ensuing peace returned to England, in the 
Enterprise frigate, and was paid off. 

In 1788 his eldest brother died, when he succeeded to the 
title of Lord Rosehill ; and in 1790, on the equipment of the 
fleet in consequence of the dispute with Spain relative to Nootka 
Sound, he was appointed to command the Heroine frigate ; 
but was soon after paid off. 

On the death of his Lordship's father, January 29. 1792, 
he succeeded to the title of Earl of Northesk ; and in January 
of the following year proceeded to the West Indies, in com- 



THE EARL OF NORTHESK. 333 

mand of the Beaulieu frigate ; returned from thence in the 
Andromeda in December, and was soon after placed upon 
half-pay. 

In 1796, Lord Northesk was elected one of the sixteen re- 
presentatives of the peerage of Scotland in the Parliament of 
Great Britain. In the same year he was appointed to the 
Monmouth 64, and joined the North Sea fleet under tlie com- 
mand of Admiral Viscount Duncan. 

In May, 1797, the mutiny, which had commenced in the 
Channel fleet, extended to the ships employed in the North 
Sea ; and the Monmouth was brought by her refractory crew 
to the Nore. Perhaps, at no period was an event more to 
be deplored than this insubordination of the seamen. The 
nation being involved in a war in which only her naval ibrce 
could be employed, and that force being in rebellion against 
those who had its direction, a universal gloom pervaded all 
classes of society. At length some symptoms of return to 
their duty began to appear ; and the mutineers sent for Lord 
Northesk on board the Sandwich, (the ship whei*e Parker, the 
ringleader, and his misguided associates daily assembled,) to 
endeavour to effect a reconciliation with Government. On 
the 6th of June, the two delegates of the Monmouth went on 
board that ship from the Sandwich, with a request that his 
Lordship, who was confined to his cabin, would accompany 
them. On reaching the Sandwich, Lord Northesk was 
ushered into the cabin, where Richard Parker, as President, 
and about sixty seamen, acting as delegates from the several 
ships, were sitting in close deliberation. Lord Northesk was 
accompanied by a gentleman; and, before the commencement 
of business, Parker demanded to know who he was : upon 
being told that he was an " officer of the Monmouth, who 
accompanied his Lordship as secretary," he said, *^ Who knows 
him ? — Say, delegates of the Monmouth, what kind of man is 
he ? " The delegates replied, he was " a worthy good man ;'* 
and it was instantly voted that he might attend the conference. 
The president of these infatuated men then said to his Lord- 
ship — ^^That the-committee, with one voice, had come to a 
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declaration of the terms on which alone, without the smallest 
alteration^ they would give up the ships ; and they had sent 
for his Lordship, as one who was known to be the < seaman's 
friend,' to be charged with them to the King; and he must 
pledge his honom* to return on board with a clear and positive 
answer within fifty-four hours.'' Parker then read the letter 
to hi& Majesty; Lord Northesk informed the delegates, that 
'^ he certainly would bear the letter as desired; but could not, 
from the unreasonableness of their demands, flatter them 
with any expectation of success." They persisted, that *^ the 
whole must be complied with, or they would immediately put 
the ieet to sea." 

The following paper was then handed by Parker to his 
Lordship, and is a curious specimen of the methodical 
manner in which the mutineers conducted their mischievous 
designs;—- 

" To Captain Lord Northesk. 

« Sandwich, June 6th, 3 p.m. 

" You are hereby authorised and ordered to wait upon the 
King, wherever he may be, with the resolution of the Com- 
mittee of Delegates, and are directed to return back with an 
answer within fifty-four hours fi*om the date hereof. 

(Signed) " R. Parker, President.'* 

UpiHi receiving these instructions his Lordship left the 
Sandwich, three cheers being given by the mutineers ; and he 
was put on board the Duke of York, Margate packet, for 
London. 

After stopping a short time at the Admiralty, Lond North- 
esk attended Earl %>encer, then First Lord, to the King. 
The demands of the seamen were instantly rejected; and 
Gapta$B (the late Admiral Sir John) Knight, who bad obtained 
leave (torn Parker to come on shore from the Montagu (the 
i^rgeon of which ship had been tarred and feath^ed, and 
then rowed on shore), carried down the refusal of the Lords 
of the Admiralty. 

The seamen having subsequently returned to their duty. 
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and Parker haining bieen executed. Lord Northesk resigned 
the commaisd of the MoDmouth, and remained unemployed 
till the year 1800, when he was appointed to the Prince, of 
98 guns, in* the Channel Fleet, under the command of his 
illustrious relation^ the E^l of St. Vincent ; In which ship he 
continued until the peace in 1802. 

In that year his Lordship was: reelected one of the sixteen 
represei^tative Peers of Scotland. 

On the renewal of the war in ISiOSj his Lordship was im- 
mediately appointed to the Britannia, of 100 guns, at Ports* 
mouth ; and soon after received the honour of a. visit on board 
that ship from their Royal Highnesses the Dukes of York 
and Cambridge. Towards the close of the sam^ year the 
Britannia was stationed at St. Helen's, to guard that end of 
the I^ of Wight ini case of an invasion* She afterwards 
formed a part, of the Chatinel Fleet commanded by the Hon* 
William Comwallis* 

In May, .1804, Lord Northesk was promoted to the rank 
of Rear* Admiral ; and. in the following month hoisted his flag 
in the Britannia, and served in the arduous blockade of Brest^ 
till August in the following year ; when he was* detached with 
a squadron, under the orders of Sir Robert Calder, to rdn« 
force Vice* Admiral Collihgwood off Cadiz. 

In die glorious and decisive batde of Tra&Igar, his Lord* 
ship took a distinguished share in achieving the victory* 
Pjpericaisly to that memorable event, the Britannia had been: 
directed by Lord Nelson, in consequence of her heavy rate ofi 
sailing, constantly to take a position to windward' of hitn^. 
and, on the morning of the glorious 21st October, 1805, he 
Oldened by signal that she should assume a station as most 
convenient,, without regard to the order of battle ; and after** 
watds sent verbal directions to Lord Northesk to break 
durough the enemy's line a^-stern of the fourteenth ship. This 
was. effected in the most masterly and gallant manner ; though 
the Britannia was severely galled in bearing down by a 
raking fire from several of the enemy. On passing dirough 
the line, and hauling up, she was the fourth ship of the van 
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division in action, the Victory, T^meraire, and Neptune alone 
preceding her ; and, in a short space of time, she completely 
dismasted a French ship of 80 guns, on board of which a 
white handkerchief was waved in token of submission. She 
afterwards singly engaged, and kept at bay, three of the 
enemy's van ships, that were attempting to double upon the 
Victory, at. that time much disabled, and warmly engaged 
with two of the enemy. During the whole continuance of 
this long and bloody conflict. Lord Northesk zealously emu- 
lated his illustrious leader; nor was his conduct after the 
action less meritorious, while his skill and promptitude were 
equally conspicuous in the arduous task of securing the cap- 
tured ships. And when the order was given for destroying 
the prizes, after removing from them the British seamen, his 
zeal in that truly dangerous service, in a tempestuous sea, and 
heavy gale of wind, was exceeded only by his exemplary 
humanity. Though urgent signals were made, and repeated, 
<< to expedite their destruction;" his lordship would on no 
account suffer L'lntrdpide, the nearest of the captured ships 
to the Britannia, to be scuttled or burned till his boats had 
rescued from the devoted prize all her wounded men^ and the 
whole of her surviving crew. 

For his eminent services, as third in command of the vic- 
torious fleet. Lord Northesk was, on the 29th of January, 
1806, honoured with the insignia of the Order of the Bath : 
and he also received the. thanks of both Houses of Parlia- 
Inent; the freedom of the City of London, and of the Gold- 
smiths' Company, with a sword of the value of one hundred 
guineas from the City of London ; an Admiral's medal from 
his Majesty to be worn round the neck ; and a vase of the 
value of 800/. from the Patriotic Fund at Lloyd's. 

In consequence of ill health Lord Northesk resigned his 
command, and returned to England in the Dreadnought, ac- 
companied by the Britannia and three of the prizes, and 
reached Portsmouth 16th May, 1806. 

A promotion taking place 28th April, 1808, Lord Northesk 
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became a Vice- Admiral ; and on the 4th June, 18 14, an 
Admiral. 

In 1815, the Order of the Bath was remodelled and divided 
into three classes, when the Earl of Northesk was placed in 
the first, and became 6.C.B. 

In consequence of the death of Admiral Sir William Young, 
Admiral Sir James Saumarez was appointed Vice- Admiral of 
Great Britain; and at the same time, 21st November, 1821, 
the Earl of Northesk was appointed Rear- Admiral of Great 
Britain, in the room of Sir James Saumarez. 

In May, 1827, Lord Northesk was appointed Commander- 
in-chief at Plymouth, where his Lordship remained until 1830, 
when the period allowed for the command expired. 

Lord Northesk had been for some years afflicted with 
asthma; but no serious apprehensions of his sudden disso- 
lution were entertained. This event, by which the Navy has 
lost a bright ornament, the nation one of its brave defenders, 
and his family one of the best of parents, occurred on the 
£8th of May, 1831, at his Lordship's residence in Albemarle 
Street, after an illness of three days ; which was considered so 
slight by his Lordship, that he had intended to be present at 
the drawing-room of her Majesty, to celebrate his Majesty's 
birth-day, on the morning of which he became a corpse. 

The funeral of this brave and distinguished nobleman took 
place, 8th of June, in St. Paul's Cathedra], in which sacred 
edifice repose the ashes of Nelson and Collingwood, who 
shared with Lord Northesk the laurels won at Trafalgar. 
The funeral was strictly private, and was attended only by the 
relations and friends of his Lordship. In room of the pall, 
which usually covers the coffin on such occasions, was sub* 
stituted the English flag, supported, as pall-bearers, by Vice- 
Admiral Sir Richard King, Bart. K.C.B., Vice- Admiral Sir 
Waiiam Hotham, K. C. B., Rear- Admiral Walker, C. B., 
Rear- Admiral Rodd, C. B., Rear- Admiral Sir Thomas Mas- 
terman Hardy, Bart K. C. B., and Rear- Admiral William 
Parker, C.B. 

The Earl of Northesk married, in 1789, Mary, daughter of 
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William H. Ricketts, Esq., by Mary, sister of the late Earl, 
and mother of the present Viscount St. Vincent ; by whom he 
had issue George, Lord Rosehill, who was lost on board the 
Blenheim, where he was Midshipman, in } 807, when that 
ship foundered in the East Indies, having on board the flag of 
Rear- Admiral Sir Thomas Troubridge ; William Hopetoun, 
now the Earl of Northesk ; and several other children, one of 
whom is Midshipman on board the St. Vincent, with Vice- 
Admiral Sir Henry Hotham, in the Mediterranean. 



'^ Marshall's Royal Naval Biography," and '^ The United 
Service Journal," are our authorities for this little memoir. 
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WILLIAM HAMPER, ESQ. 

F.S.A., HONORARY MEMBER OF THE SOCIETY OF ANTIQUARIES 
AT NEWCASTLE, AND A JUSTICE 0£ THE PEACE FOR THE 
COUNTIES OF WARWICK AND WORCESTER. 

For the following brief account of this amiable man and pro- 
found antiquary, whose name and memory will be perpetuated 
in the annals of archaeology and topography, as long as those 
branches of literature are studied and admired, we are in- 
debted to ** The Gentleman's Magazine." 



Mr. Hamper was descended from a family of that name at 
Hurstperpolnt, in the county of Sussex, who, in the seven- 
teenth century, branched off from the parent stock, of con- 
siderable antiquity, at West Tarring, in that county. His 
father, Thomas Hamper, settled early in life at Birmingham ; 
and there, on December 12. 1776, his only child, the subject 
of the present memoir, was born. Raised in society by the 
cultivation of his superior talents and taste, he had the dis- 
tinguished merit of self-education, and was the simple archi- 
tect of his own reputation and station in the republic of letters. 
He was brought up to the business of his father; and the task 
of travelling in many English counties, required by its con- 
cerns, enabled him to indulge the taste he had acquired for 
visiting churches and other ancient buildings. His earliest 
productions, however, were poetical pieces, which were gene- 
rally communicated to the pages of the Gentleman's Magazine. 
The very first of these we believe to have been the lines en- 
titled " The Beggar-boy," in the number for September, 
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1798.* In the following number is a more lively and spirited 
production, an anti-revolutionary song, beginning, " To learu 
Johnny Bull a la mode de Paris ;" and as a clever piece, writ* 
ten with the same loyal and constitutional feelings, may^ be 
mentioned ^< A Pindaric Address," in January, 1801 . These, 
and many others, are signed H. D. B., the initials of Hamper, 
Deritend, Birmingham* Whilst on the subject of his poetiy, 
we may ako mention a very clever versification of the legend 
regarding the Devil's Dyke in Sussex, which has been fre- 
quently printed in the Brighton Guide Books. It may be 

* The following is tlie piece alluded to ; -^ 

The BEGOAR-Bor. 

When blows die cold and piercing wind, 

And Nature's dress'd in robes of snow. 
And youy with friends so free and kind, 

Of winter's blasts do litUe know ; 
In dance and song your hours enjoy, 

Nor heed the tempest roar ; 
Ah ! think on the poor beggar-boy 

That's shivering at your door. 

His parents once like you were gay, 

Like you enjoy'd their revelry ; 
But intercepted was that ray 

Of mirth by clouds of penury. 
By dire disease to want brought nigh. 

Their hearts could bear no more : 
They died, — and left the beggar-boy 

That's shivering at your door. 

Say, have you known a father's love ? 

Or felt a mother's fostering care? 
You have ! Oh then let pity move 

Your hearts to once a darling rare ; 
The father's life — the mother's joy — 

Than him was none loved more. 
Than him, who now a beggar-boy 

Stands shivering at your door. 

Oh ! spare from your luxurious board 

A morsel small for his relief; 
A cast-off garment too afford. 

And kindly heal the wounds of grief. 
Then every blessing men enjoy 

May you have o'er and o'er ; 

So hopes, so prays, the beggar-boy 

That 's shivering at your door. 
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safely affirmed that Mr. Hamper's poetical compositions evince 
a feeling mind, felicity of expression, and occasionally great 
and originJEil humour. In his younger days he was also much 
attached to music, and was a composer as well as a performer: 
he set to music one or moi*e songs, which were published un- 
der the assumed name of Repmah, being his own reversed. 

From the year 1804 to 1812, Mr. Hamper communicated 
to the Gentleman's Magazine a succession of views of churches 
and other ancient structures, accompanied by original descrip- 
tions and illustrations: they are upwards of thirty in number, 
in various counties, but chiefly in Hampshire, Sussex, and 
Kent. After the last-named year his attention was diverted 
to other objects; and the only subsequent plates engraved 
after his pencil are the very singular church of Barton-on-the 
Humber, in September, 1816, and the birth-place of the 
reformer Knox at Haddington, in April, 1817. 

In 1811, at the request of the Overseers and Guardians of 
the Poor of Birmingham, and on the express solicitation of 
the magistrates then acting for that town and neighbourhood, 
Mr. Hamper was induced to take upon himself the office of 
a Justice of the Peace for the county of Warwick. As there 
are no police magistrates in the great town of Birmingham, 
none of the unpaid magistracy in any part of the kingdom 
can be called upon for a greater sacrifice of time than the 
gentlemen who occupy the place which Mr. Hamper thus 
undertook. He executed its duties with the utmost activity, 
vigilance, and intelligence ; and, with the exception of one 
short interval *j, continued to fulfil them for twenty years. 

* Upon occasion of Mr. Hamper^s temporary relinqnishment of the office in 
1819, in consequence of a severe illness and subsequent debility, a special general 
meeting of the Overseers and Guardians was held, Nov. S, 1819; and, amongst 
other Resolutions, the following were unanimously agreed to : — 

** Resolved, That this meeting deeply regrets that severe illness should have 
obliged their highly respected magistrate, William Hamper, Esq., to retire for the 
present from the office he had so long held with honour to himself and advantage 
to the town of Birmingham. 

** Resolved, That the most re5i)ectful and sincere thanks of this meeting be given 
to William Hamper, Esq. for the readiness with which he accepted of the office 
of Magistrate, at the particular request of the Overseers and Guardians, and foe. 
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To say that to this laborious and engrossing public duty, 
is entirely to be ascribed the non-^cecution of the new edition 
of Dugdale's Warwickshire, to which important object his 
researches were chiefly directed*, might be assuming too 
much : but his magisterial functions certainly occupied the 
best portion of his time, and for many years very closely 
confined him to home* Of the favourite project of his early 
years, he did not, however, ever lose sight ; he was constantly 
making additions to his manuscript collections ; and it may be 
added, that those collections derived considerable accession 
from the very circumstance which prevented their publication. 
His intercourse as a magistrate with the nobility and gentry of 
Warwickshire, furnished him with facilities of investigating 
the muniments of nearly all the ancient county families ; an 
opportunity that he diligently improved, and such a one as 
altogether may never occur again. The result of these re- 
searches, as well a$ others made in our public depositaries, 
and in private collections (for nothing escaped his vigilance 
and industry), has been the accumulation of materials that 
may be truly said to be invaluable ; and deeply is it to be 
regretted that he was not prevailed upon to prepare for, and 
conduct through, the press a new edition of Dugdale's histoiy, 
under auspices becoming such an undertaking. 

We believe that Mr. Hamper's antiquarian essays were 
confined to the pages of the Gentleman's Magazine, until, in 
1817, he became a correspondent of the Society of Antiquaries. 



the great vigilance, impartiality, and ability with which he has so faithfully dis- 
charged the duties of the office. 

** Resolved, That the cordial and best wishes of this meeting be conveyed to 
William Hamper, Esq. for bis speedy recovery ; and that he be assured that the 
Overseers and Guardians will feel much pleasure whenever the state of his health 
will allow of his again affording to the town tlie benefit of his active services.** 

• On this subject in 1813 he.writes: " The little leisure I could steal from my 
own commercial concerns seems swallowed up, jyro bono pyblico, in the duties of 
my magisterial office, so that I have really no time (comparatively speaking) to 
frolic In the peaceful fields of literature. I live m the town, which keeps nay 
knocker going from morning till night ; whereas my brothers of the Bench, one and 
all, reside in the country, and ace free from these perpetual interruptions." — 
LcUcr to Mr, Nichols* 
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In the mean time his manuscript treasures were continually 
accumulating ; but it was not with Mr. Hamper as it has been 
with so many collectors, that they have not ceased to collect, 
and yet have found no opportunity to arrange. He was an 
example for order and an*angement, and his handwriting a 
model for neatness and elegance. He thus possessed the 
power, as well as the will, to become the ready assistant of 
his antiquarian friends ; and from the time of his first com- 
munications to Mr. Nichols for the " History of Leicestershire" 
in 1803, there was a succession of authors, among the most 
eminent topographers of the age, to whom he furnished im- 
portant contributions. Mr. Ormerod was particularly in- 
debted to his assistance and advice ; and it should be noticed, 
that nearly all the seals engraved in his Cheshire were from 
the accurate sketches of Mr. Hamper. Among other names 
it may be sufficient to enumerate those of Bray, Blakeway, 
Baker, Britton, and, — though last, not least in the scale of 
obligation, — Cartwright. The list might be greatly extended, 
for his liberality in communication knew no restraint: but one 
more work must be named, in which he took particular inte- 
rest on account of its local nature — we allude to " Kenilworth 
Illustrated,'^ 4to. 1821; which splendid volume has, amongst 
other articles, a Masque contributed from his stores ; and the 
modern scenery of the castle was altogether described by his 
pen. 

Mr. Hamper's distinct publications were confined to two. 
In 1820, he printed at Birmingham a quarto tract, entitled 
" Observations on certain ancient pillars of memorial called 
Hoar-stones," wherein he has most ingeniously and satisfac- 
torily developed the origin and meaning of the heretofore 
misunderstood or unknown appellation HoaVf by a cloud of 
evidence that might create surprise, but for the fact of his 
industrious research having since collected and prepared for 
printing at least an equal quantity of additional illustrations ; 
which enlarged work has been presented to the Society whereof 
he was so distinguished a member. His greatest published 
work is " The Life, Diary, and Correspondence of Sir William 
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Dugdale," a handsome quarto volume, priotad m IBVld, ^o 
fuller proof of his research and industry need be adduced, 
than the notes and illustrations which accompany- that pidblicr 
ation. This, with all its labours of collecting, arrangiRgt and 
elucidating, was a most delightful occupation, as the writer of 
this imperfect tribute to his memory can bear testimony.* 
His latter days were in part amused and beguiled by prepar- 
ing for the press an Appendix to that work, consisting of 
several additional letters by Sir William, his son John, and 
others ; extracts from a recovered volume of Sir William's 
Diary ; and various interesting matter, which it is to be hoped 
will be printed, for the benefit of those who possess the original 
work. 

A singular curiosity which Mr. Hamper edited, in 1822 
deserves to be mentioned. It is entitled, " Two Copies of 
Verses, on the meeting of King Charles the First ajid his 
Queen Henrietta Maria, in the valley of Kineton, below 
Edge-hill, in Warwickshire, July 13. 1643/' Of these, 
verses, which were found among the papers of Sir William 
Dugdale, Mr. Hamper printed a private impression, accom* 
panied with an engraving of the silver medal struck in com- 
memoration of the event. 

We shall now enumerate Mr. Hamper's communications 
to the Society of Antiquaries, of which he became a Fellow 
April 5. 1821. Their titles are as follows: — In 1817, Observ- 
ations on the Seal of Evesham Abbey in Worcestershire, 
(printed with an engraving in vol. xix. of the Archseologia, 
pp.66 — 69.); in 1818, Observations on the Site of the Priory 
of Holywell in Warwickshire, a Cell to Roucester Abbey in 
the County of Stafford (printed ibid. pp. 75 — 78.); in 1820, 
The Runic Inscription on tlie Font at Bridekirk considered, 

* In his introiduction to the Tolume, after expressing his obligation to several 
individuals for their literary contributions, Mr. Hamper says : — 

*< The entire volume was arranged for publication during the evening hours of 
days that had been spent in active duties ; a circumstance disclosed, not with the 
hope of its proving an excuse for defects, but rather to show that the Editor's 
habits are in strict accordance with the sentiment conveyed by the motto of the 
Dugdale family, — Fkstis rATRiiS no rities.*' 
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and a new Interpretation proposed (ibid. pp. 379 — 382.); in 
18255 Observations oh a gold Ring with a Runic Inscription, 
in the possession of tiie Earl of Aberdeen, Pres. S.A. (ibid, 
▼ol. xxL 25 — ^30.) ; Sarcastic Verses, written by an adherent to 
the House of Lancaster, in the last year of the reign of Richard 
the Second (ibid. pp. 88 — 91.); Observations on the Arms 
and Seal of the Town of Liverpool (ibid. pp. 543 — 546.); in 
1824, Explanation of a Runic Inscription upon a Jasper Ring 
belonging to Mr. Cumberland (ibid. pp. 117, 118.); Account 
of a Grave in the Sand-rock at Lower Stonnall, Staffordshire 
(ibid. 548.); in 1829, A Disquisition on a passage in King 
Athelstan's Grant to the Abbey of Wilton (vol. xxii. 399 — 
402.) ; A Comment on a Penny of Offa King of Mercia (xxiii. 
403 — 405.); and, in 1830, A Disquisition on the member in 
Architecture called an Oriel (ibid. pp. 105 — 116.). — The 
several articles we have recited (which are distinguished for 
ingenuity of illustmtion, and a condensed apposite style) bear 
testimony to Mr. Hamper's varied attainments as an antiquary. 
In his philological investigations of the Runic inscriptions, he 
was considered peculiarly successful ; as his sagacity has, in 
more than one instance, most satisfactorily explained what 
had before been totally misunderstood. In the Saxon lan- 
guid, and the Latinity of the middle ages, he was equally 
well versed. The beautiful neatness of his writing has been 
already mentioned ; and so complete in every respect was the 
command that he had acquired over his pen, that his fac« 
similes of autographs, &c. are perfect in point of accuracy, 
and his trickings of ancient seals as remarkable for their 
minute correctness as for their number, and the facility with 
which he executed them. The copies he industriously made 
of rolls of accounts, charters, deeds, and pedigrees, are as 
fair as print, or rather as copper-plate engraving. These 
manuscripts, together with a curious collection of original 
letters (for each of which he provided a case like a thin book), 
and his valuable library, are now preparing for sale by Mr. 
Evans of Pall Mall, — and a most rare and choice assemblage 
will they present. Mr. Hamper's very extensive materials 
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for a distinct History of Aston and Birmingham, both ancient 
and modem, and which it was one of his cherished ideas to 
publish, are by purchase got into the hands of Messrs. Beilby, 
Knott, and Beilby, of Birmingham, with a view to their being 
printed. 

Mr. Hamper was a kind and sincere friend, an excellent 
husband and parent, and a most devout but unpretending 
Christian. His amiable disposition and pleasing manners 
gained the esteem of all who knew him ; and even those who 
differed from him in political opinions could not avoid admir- 
ing and respecting his candour and disinterested sincerity. 
Such was the range of his talent, and so agreeable his sodety, 
that whether condescending to sport with children, or to de- 
light and inform maturer minds, he has left recollections that 
will not easily be obliterated. Possessed of great natural 
taste, a cultivated understanding, playful but harmless wit, 
and an excellent memory, such were the irresistible charms of 
his conversation, that he was the centre of attraction in every 
society he joined. His letter-writing was the very beau id^al 
of perfection ; easy, elegant, clearly expressed ; and, whether 
grave or gay, couched in language as remote from common- 
place as it was evidently unstudied. His death took place on 
the 3d of May, 1831, at Highgate, near Birmingham; and 
his remains were deposited with those of his parents, in the 
churchyard of King's Norton, Warwickshire. 

Mr. Hamper married, on the 7th November, 1803, Jane, 
the youngest daughter of William Sharp, Esq. of Newport 
in the Isle of Wight, a gentleman of some celebrity amongst 
the political characters of the day, and distinguished for 
literary taste and talent : by her he had three daughters, now 
orphans, their mother having died on the 6th of June, 1829. 
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JAMES NORTHCOTE, ESQ. R. A. 

Now that the venerable Northcote is no more, it appears as 
if the last link which connected us with the memory of Sir 
Joshua Reynolds is gone ; for he was, and had for some years 
been, the only surviving disciple of that illustrious painter. 

The settlement of the ancient and respectable family of the 
Northcotes, in Devonshire, may be traced back to the Con- 
quest, and probably to an anterior period. Of this family, 
which has given several high sheriffs to the county, and many 
representatives of it to parliament, is also the present Sir 
Stafford Henry Northcote, Bart., of Pynes ; whose ancestor, 
John Northcote, Esq., of Hayne, in the connty of Devon, was 
elevated to that dignity on the 16th July, 1641. The manner 
in which Mr. Northcote himself accounted for his name is 
whimsical, and might not, perhaps, be very inaccurate : -— 
" In Devon," he was accustomed to say, ** there were four 
cottages." He then held up his left hand, and with the fore 
finger of the right he deliberately touched each of the 
fingers of his left, adding, " The cottages stood in four direc- 
tions : there was East-cot, North-cot, South-'COt *, and West- 
cot Thus originated my name." 

This eminent artist, and otherwise highly gifted individual, 
was born at Plymouth, in the year 1746 ; and never went far 
from his native town, until he had more than attained the age 
of manhood. He evinced his predilection for the arts at a 
Very early period of life ; but received no encouragement from 

* If the name of Northcote originated as above described, we may believe tliat 
the name of Joanna Southcott (the prophetess), who was born in the same county, 
originated in the like manner. 
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his father, who was an eminent watchmaker, and who ap- 
prenticed him to his own trade. 

After he had served his time, the strong bent of his natural 
inclination determined him to abandon the mechanical occu- 
pation in which he had hitherto been engaged, and to devote 
himself to his favourite pursuits, drawing and painting. In 
these he manifested so much ardour, that at length, through 
the intervention of Dr. John Mudge, F. R. S., a physjcian at 
Plymouth, distinguished for some scientific works on the Spe- 
culum, he was recommended as a pupil to Sir Joshua Rey-- 
nolds. Sir Joshua (who was "himself a native of Plympton, 
not far from Plymouth,) was an old friend of the Mudge 
family ; and on his tour into the West with Dr. Johnson, in 
the year 1762, had taken the great moralist to the house of 
Mr. John Mudge, then a surgeon, and introduced him to the 
father, the Rev. Z^achariah Mudge, who was Vicar of St. 
Andrew's in Plymouth. Mr. Thomas Mudge, brother to the 
physician, was of the same business as the Northcotes, having 
occupied the watchmaker's shop in Fleet Street, London, 
where he was succeeded by Mr. Dutton, a name which still 
remains. 

Mr. Northcote had nearly reached his twenty-fifth year 
when he arrived in London. Although Sir Joshua had been 
induced to give him a trial, it was with no great reliance on 
his talent ; as his attainments in art, which had been obtained 
in a very desultory way, bore little correspondence with those 
of other tyros many years junior to himself. Mr. Northcote's 
diligence, however, soon made amends for his deficiencies; 
and his improvement was rapid. Of an age, also, to become 
a pleasant companion to his master, and connected with him 
by provincial associations, he quickly became a favourite 
pupil ; whilst his powerful mind, and already extraordinary 
talents for conversation, enabled him to avail himself of all the 
advantages of that polished society which was accustomed to 
resort to Sir Joshua's house. Having ren^ained domesticated 
there for five years, on the most agreeable terms, in May, 1 776, 
he reluctantly quitted that delightful abode ; thinking it was now 
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time to do something for himself, in which opinion his pre- 
ceptor concurred, saying, ^^ I hope we shall assist each other 
as long as we live." 

On leaving Sir Joshua, Mr. Northcote commenced portrait 
painter ; and, had he confined himself to that branch of art, 
there can be little doubt that he would have attained eminence 
in it, as he had a just perception of character, and his style 
was free from aifectation. However, his imagination led him 
to the indulgence of the more independent and pleasing, 
though less lucrative, study bf historical painting. In further- 
ance of this olgect, in 1777) he repaired to Italy, where he 
remained about three years ; during which time he was 
elected a member of the Imperial Academy at Florence, of 
the Ancient Etruscan Academy at C!ortona, and of the Aca- 
demy del Forti at Rome. He was also requested to make a 
portrait of himself, to be placed among those of distinguished 
artists which grace the gallery at Florence : the picture he 
presented on that occasion was at once a faithful resemblance, 
and an exquisite specimen of his professional skill. Mr. 
Northcote returned to this country in 1780; having visited, on 
his way, all the repositories of the Flemish school. 

When Mr. Northcote had again settled at home, it was 
soon evident that, in pursuing the study of design, he had not 
mistaken his forte. 

About this period, Mr. Alderman Boydell had accomplished 
an undertaking which will for ever render his memory dear to 
the arUst, and the amateur of the fine arts. The art of en- 
graving had not been successfully practised in England, until 
that enlightened tradesman embarked his capital in its pro- 
motion. He procured the loan of pictures by the old masters, 
from the collections of the few noblemen and gentlemen who, 
at that time, had picture galleries ; and employed artists to 
copy others abroad: from these he engaged the best en- 
gravers in their various branches to make engravings, increas- 
ing the remuneration in proportion to their respective exertions, 
and to the success of his speculation, with a liberality which 
Ij'ould have become a prince. Having achieved this first ex- 
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periment, Mr. Boydell commissioned several of our most dis- 
tinguished painters to produce original compositions from 
history, and other subjects ; and causing these, also, to be 
engraved by the best native artists, he had the felicity to see 
a school of engraving established, principally under his au- 
spices, which was not only able to compete with that of 
France, heretofore the first in the world, but which turned 
the balance of the print trade, as ten to one, in favour of 
England. 

The subject of this memoir being, at that time, one of the 
most promising painters of the British school, was employed 
by Mr. Boydell, and by other printsellers, who, influenced by 
the worthy Alderman's success, became publishers ; and prints 
from the designs of Northcote were to be seen, framed and 
glazed, on the walls of the higher order of dwellings in every 
part of the kingdom. One of the most admired, entitled 
** The Village Doctress," had for several years a considerable 
sale. It was, in fact, by familiar subjects of this class, painted 
from their prototypes in nature, and thus circulated by the aid 
of engraving, that a general feeling in favour of the graphic 
arts was first excited throughout the country. 

The time, however, was approaching when a new and a 
higher impulse was to be given to the native schools of painting 
and engraving, by the formation of the Shakspeare Gallery. 
About the year 1 786, a scheme was suggested, to form a col- 
lection of pictures illustrative of our great dramatic author, 
whicli were to be publicly exhibited, with a view to the pro- 
duction of a splendid work in folio in honour of the Bard of 
Avon. Mr. Boydell at once adopted the proposal for this 
great national undertaking ; and, commencing with enthusi- 
astic zeal, this munificent commercialist supplied the funds, 
and gave employment to every distinguished painter in the 
empire. 

It was this memorable occasion that enabled Northcote to 
develope his powers. The public excitement at the opening 
of the Shakspeare Gallery exceeded the expectations of even 
the most sanguine. All the fashionable world, and crowds of 
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every class, flocked to Pall Mall to behold the interesting 
sight, and subscriptions poured in from every quarter in sup- 
port of the glorious novelty. Amongst the many splendid 
efforts of British art which were thus collected together, none 
were more justly attractive than the compositions of North- 
cote. The scene of the smothering of the royal children in 
the Tower of London ; that of taking their bodies secretly by 
torch-light for interment at the foot of the stone steps ; the 
subject of Arthur and Hubert ; and others by his pencil, cer- 
tainly may be reckoned amongst the best specimens of the 
state of British art at this flourishing period of its history* 
These works manifestly proved how successfully as a colourist 
he had imbibed the feelings of his illustrious master. North- 
cote had now attained to the zenith of his fame; and he re- 
ceived the reward of it by being elected an Associate of the 
Royal Academy, on the 6th of November, 1786 ; and a Royal 
Academician on the 1 3th of February, 1787. 

It is greatly to be regretted, however, that a project thus 
auspiciously begun, and thus promising, but too soon satiated 
that public curiosity which, ever seeking novelty, turns to-day 
with apathy from that on which yesterday it dwelt with de- 
light ; and which leaves, without remorse, full hope to fast 
with disappointment. The Shakspeare Gallery speculation 
proved an entire failure; and the venerable Boydell, in his 
patriotic endeavour to still further advance the interest of 
the arts of his country — made a wreck of his fortune ! The 
eclat which certain painters obtained during the short season 
of popularity which the Shakspeare Gallery experienced 
began also to decline ; and it must be confessed that North- 
cote, and some others, seem to have lost much of their wonted 
energy from this unfortunate epoch. It is true that they still 
continued to paint, and laboured long and steadily; but the fire 
that was kindled on the establishing of this national competi- 
tion for fame soon burnt with less ardour; and the flame by 
degrees could scarcely warm the genius that gave it birth. 

Mr. Northcote from this period divided his professional 
labours among historical composition, fancy subjects, and 
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portraiture ; until, becoming enamoured of the dramatic style 
of art, he was induced to paint a series of moral subjects, 
illustrative of virtue and vice, in the progress of two young 
women. It would seem that these were intended to rival the 
works of Hogarth; but, although the main points of this 
graphic drama bore directly upon the subject, the characters 
were certainly wanting in that great and most essential pro- 
perty, — expression; to say nothing of the general deficiency 
of the series in the painter-like execution, which is so admir- 
ably displayed in the Marriage d4arinode and other works of 
Hogarth. We are led to speak thus freely of these Ho- 
garthian subjects by Northcote, as a set-oiF against the un- 
qualified expressions of contempt which he was wont to use 
when reproving Hearth's vanity in attempting the grand 
gusto of composition. Hogarth, no doiibt, committed himself 
by his departure from that style of design by which he so de- 
servedly obtained his reputation ; but his attempt at die epic 
of painting, to say the least of it, was not a degree lower on 
the scale of excellence than Northcote's attempt at this species 
of composition. 

It is evident that Mr. Northcote never painted but with his 
mind's eye steadily fixed upon the colouring of Sir Joshua; 
although he. not unfrequently fancied that he was proceeding 
like Titian, Rubens, or Vandyke. His sojourn in Rome, and 
his visits to other parts of Italy, wrought so little change in 
his style, that no one could discover the least appearance of 
that severity of manner which is so peculiar to the Roman and 
other Italian masters ; and which may be quoted in obvtour ' 
contradisttBctioh to the style of the British school. Hii^ pic-^ ' 
tures are distinguished for their fine breadth' of light diid ' 
shade; and most of his historical works display an extensive ' 
and accurate acquaintance with the subject treated, much; 
study, and that fprce of conception which is the true charac- 
teristic of genius. For a period of above thirty years, his 
productions may be said to have borne a conspicuous part in 
the exhibitions at Somerset House ; and, even till within the 
last year of his life, a season rarely elapsed at the British In- 
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stitution, or the Gallery of the British Artists, without pre- 
senting one or more efforts of his pencil. It is astonishing 
with what firmness he painted, to the last; but, latterly, his 
eye, keen as it was, and brilliant with the light of mind, failed 
in its nice distinction, appropriation, and harmony of colour. 

That Mr. Northcote was enthusiastic in the pursuit of his 
art, may be inferred from many expressions which escaped 
him on the impulse of the moment when speaking of certain 
works of the great masters. He took delight in painting 
wild animals, both beasts and birds; and on one occasion, 
whilst making a study of a vulture from nature, he laid down 
his palette, and clasping his hands, exclaimed, '^ I lately be- 
held an eagle painted by Titian ; and if Heaven would give 
me the power to achieve such a work, I would then be con- 
tent to die ! " Another expression to which he once gave ut- 
terance, though almost the converse of the preceding in regard 
to sentiment, is equally charactei^stic of his passionate love of 
art. " If Providence," said he, " were to leave me the liberty 
to select my heaven, I should be content to occupy my little 
painting-room, with a continuance of the happiness I have 
experienced there ; even for ever." 

In that same little paintiug-room, in his house iu Argyll 
Place, he pursued his art for nearly half a century, in peace 
and unmolested. His habits were economical : and his time 
was valued with correspondent care ; for, devoted as he was 
to conversation, he worked and talked at the same time, and 
did not pay, but only received visits for the sake of a gossip. 
He had much of the cynical spirit too prevalent with artists, 
and with the members of other professions, of depreciating 
the works and characters of their fellow*labourers ; yet he 
was one of those philosophers who at the same time do not 
forfeit the name of philanthropists, — kind-hearted men who, 
notwithstanding their accomplishments in the art of reviling 
any body that crosses their path, are yet ready to go out of 
the road to do a kindness for any body. Opie he always 
spared — living and dead he would stoutly defend his reput- 
ation against all opponents : and so great was his veneration 
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for his preceptor Reynolds, that be would never allow saty 
one to utter aught to the duparag^ement of hrs memory but 
himself; and even then he never fiuled to extenuate by com- 
ment whatever he had said unkindly of ^r Joshua; as though 
he owed it in piety to the venerated spirit of bis master, which 
might, perhaps, be hovering near him. A certain nobleman, 
whilst sitting to Northcotc for his portrait, was drawing a 
comparison between Sir Joshua and the ancient masters, to 
the disadvantage of our great painter. Noithcote battled it 
out bravely in his defence. ^^ But, Sir,*' said his Lordship, 
^ look at the grace, the feeling of RafFaele." ** Feeling ! 
feeling !'' emphatically echoed the artist; ^< Reynolds was all 
feeling ; — the ancients were baysts* (beasts) in feeling."f 

Mr. Northcote was of low stature, being very little above 
five feet in height, and spare withal. He was, indeed, a per* 
feet model for Shakspeare's Apothecary. It had been for 
many years his custom to take an early morning walk. When 
he returned, he breakfasted, and went to his studio. About 
eleven in the forenoon, unless he was engaged with a sitter 
for a portrait, bis levee commenced. It rarely happened that 
he remained alone : not unfrequeiitly two or three held him 
in conversation at the same time ; and it often oceurred that 
one iriend succeeded another until five o'clock, the time ap- 
pointed for his dinner. Whatever picture he had in hand, 
he almost invariably proceeded upon it without the appearance 
of being interrupted By those who surrounded him. His 
knocker was constantly sounding, and he was rarely denied* 
Those who were in the most familiar habits of intimacy, were 
nHowed to walk up stairs to his little painting-room* On 
rapping at the door, it was opened by Northcote, palette, 
{toncil, and malstick in hand. His general salutation, ac- 

* Mr. Northcote spoke with the {irotincial pronuncUtion of the west of 
England, as did also Sir Joshua Reynolds. 

f The Editor of this volume was, many years ago, standing opposite Vandykels 
celebrated Portrait of Govartias (now in the National Gailexy), when, suddenly 
finding Mr. Northcote by his side, be ventured to say — " Tjiis fine head must 
give you great pleasure, Sir.*' — <« How inferior to Sir Joshud ! " was the instant 
and brief answer. 
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compankd by a searching glance of his acute eye, was, *^ O ! 
—what — is it you ?" He then recommenced painting; and, 
turning towards the new-comer as he was about to replenish 
his palette with a squeeze of white, or blue, or black, he would 
ask some shrewd question touching the proceedings of any one 
who might be the talk of the day, whether in a political, civil, 
or professional capacity ; and having obtained an answer, re* 
turning to his picture, he would begin his commentaries, and 
by degrees illustrate the subject by an extent of information, 
sometimes bearing directly upon the point, or at others by in- 
genious digression, which might be compared with the rich 
style of thinking that characterised some of the reasonings of 
the sterling old Reviews. 

The following anecdote is related of him while he was em* 
ployed in painting, for the Sbakspeare Gallery, his picture of 
" The Entrance into London of Richard II. and Bolingbrofce.^ 
For this fine work he had ccdlected a most multifarious as- 
sanblage of materials. He painted it in his front drawing- 
room; — easels, tables, chairs, stools, boards as spacious 
shelves crazily propped up, limbless lay-figures, tattered dra- 
peries, mutilated plaster casts of busts, masks, trunks, arms, 
hands, legs, and feet, painted studies by himself and others, 
prints almost innumerable (including a pretty sprinkling of 
mezzotintos from Sir Joshua), portraits in armour from Van- 
dyke, helmets, cuirasses, gauntlets, greaves, corslets, battle- 
axes, swords, daggers, and other ancient implements of 
** murderous war," with a variety of curious matters sufficient 
to stock the museum of a veritable virtuoso, lay in disorder 
around; and in the midst, elevated on a temporary stage, the 
dimittotrre author of the great composition stood, driving his 
work in with hog-tool, fitch, and sweetener. 

**Well!" ejaculated the painter, turning and- eyeing the 
surrounding group of visiters, "and what d'e think of it?" 
" I think you are proceeding admirably," said one. " This 
will certainly be a hit, Mr. Northcote," said another. " O ! 
ye think so, do 'e ! " The painter was pleased : he was not 
always proof against flattery : indeed, he owned that a littk 
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of that GOtnmodity was grateful, — when a third exdaimed ia 
ecstasy^ ^^ Mr. Northcote, your horse is marvellously fine — you 
have rivalled Rubens ! " 

Northcote remained silent for a while ; when, looking fiercely 
from his height down upon his panegyrist, he exclaimed, 
*^ D'e take me for an idiot ? As well might ye compare me in 
stature to the Ck>lossus of Rhodes ! — It is noi like Rubens ! 
— I fear it is scarcely like a horse 1 " 

Whilst be was yet engaged on this large picture, as it 
advanced towards completion, Mr. John Kemble made a 
morning call with some fi-iends, amateurs of the drama, all of 
whom cpmplimented the painter on the success of his work. 
Kemble observed, ^^ Shakspeare is much indebted to you, and 
other professors of your imitative pursuits, for the many 
splendid personifications with which you will identify your art 
with his knowledge of nature." ^^ I would willingly return 
you the civility in kind," replied Northcote ; ^^ your acting, 
and that of my late friend Garrick, appear to me to be very fine ; 
but I am not sure that our mutual compliments would be 
creditable to either. For my own part, I should not very 
willingly submit the test to Shakspeare, fearing that my per- 
ceptions would fall infinitely short of his:" adding, with a 
complacent smile, *^ Might he not say, we had all of us sacri- 
ficed his meaning to stage effect ? " Kemble was not entirely 
of this opinion. " You have often seen Garrick, Mr. North- 
cote ; and do you not think his perception of Shakspeare was 
just?" ^'I am a painter, and cannot be supposedto.be a 
competent judge. You are not a painter, and think, or at 
least aiFect to think, highly of my work : I can abstract my 
mind sufficiently to know that it is not like enough to Nature 
to be like Shakspeare; and, to speak truly, I have never seen 
acting sueh as I conceive could be approved by him." — 
" Nay!" interrupted Kemble and his friends. — " I say Ay!" 
exclaimed Northcote with vehemence ; ^' I will be more plain 
— I have never witnessed acting that was not a trick; ay, 
such as Shakspeare could not have endured ? " Kemble had 
scarcely quitted the threshold, than he observed, ^^ I cannot 
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but admire the little cynic's candour ; but metbinks be might 
be somewhat more courteous." 

A professional friend of Northcote's had lately obtained an 
employment which brought him occasionally into the presence 
of Royalty. Northcote was anxious to discover what passed 
at the first interview ; and he asked all who happened to be 
acquainted with him for information on the subject. No one 
had heard, and consequently no one could tell. At length the 
party himself knocked at the door of his sanctum. Northcote 
eyed him with unusual complacency, and added, to his salu- 
tation of "O! what, is it you?" "Come in — I am verily 
about to give up the ghost in my fever of curiosity to know all 
about it." 

" About what ? " replied his friend with surprise. 

" About what ! " echoed Northcote : " Why hav'n't 'e seen 
the King, and hav'n't 'e seen the Queen ? Gude God ! I ex- 
pected to have heard that you were in the seventh heaven, or 
confined in St. Luke's." 

'^ O! yes, I have been introduced to their Majesties; 
but " 

" O ! then I see you will make nothing of it." 

** Make ! why no : I had the honour of a pretty long con- 
versation with each, but I have heard nothing further." 

" You were not overawed, then, in the royal presence?" 

^* Not at all. I spoke upon the subject, employment, — 
saving that I hope I was not wanting in deference to the royal 
personages, — as I would talk to you." 

** O ! then assure yourself that you can henceforth be 
spared. I began to envy you your new honours : I would 
not now purchase the reversion of your share of kingly 
patronage, — no, not at the price of a week's pay of a royal 
tum-broacb." 

You may perchance be mistaken, my friend." 
Think you so ? I have lived a few years longer than you. 
There was Sir Joshua; he was commissioned to paint their 
Majesties —the splendid whole-lengths for the council-cham- 
ber at the Royal Academy — indubitably two of the finest 
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portraits in the world. He executed Im comtnissioi] ; iMSt be 
was never employed by their Majesties again." 

" You surprise me, Mr. Northcote. — Why not ? " 

^^ Why not I — Why, because -he was a great roan and a 
pbilofiopher. He felt his own dignity, and was not at all over- 
awed in the royal presence.'' 

^' You really astonish me ; I should have thought^ from the 
estimate which I had formed in my own mind of Sir Joshua's 
manners, that such amiable personages ss the King and 
Queen would liave delighted in his conversation, and honoured 
him with their patronage in preference to all other painters* 
The easy dignity <^ his manners, his suavity, his great reputiir 
tion, his moral character, his " 

" Just so : but what then ? " 

^^ And have I not heard you say that he was courteous to 
every one? that his manners were so condesoendii^ aad 
gracious, that even a journeyman frame-maker, sent by his 
master to take measure of a picture, and to receive orders for a 
frame, went away elevated in his own self-esteem from the 
gratification of the interview ?" 

*^ Even so. Such a man one would be almost induced to 
think was born to be a king, — but certainly not to be a 
courtier. Bless thee, soul ! how artless 'e be I Can't 'e see 
that one of his native dignity was more likely to strike awe 
into the Kii^ and Queen, who were comparatively youi^ and 
inexperienced, than for he to be overawed by they P The one 
was only king of a great nation; whilst die other was the 
greatest painter in the world. Hence the balance of greatness 
preponderating on the side o{ the subject, the King, seusiUy 
conscious, from the ease and self-dependence of manner of the 
painter^ which was the greater man of the two, looked at the 
Queen with an expression which intimated, ^ The sooner we are 
relieved from the annoyance of these sittings, the more agree- 
able : ' and it was settled that they would never expose them- 
selves to a similar experience." 

" You lay down the law by a code of your own, my worthy 
frieiid ; and, though I admit, with deference to your dramatic 
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inveDtion, that it might pass with many for vraisemblofiee, -^ 
I must say, it will never do, Master Northcote ! " 

The painter laid down his palette for a moment, and eyeing 
his visiter with the fierceness of a cockatrice, exclaimed, 
^^ Lord ! I did not thmk 'e so weak ! " then raising his voice, 
<^ I know that I am right. The King and Queen could not 
endure the presence of him ; he was poison to their sight. 
One or the other must give place. Reynolds performed his 
task unembarrassedly ; he proceeded with their likenesses as 
though he were studying from marble statues: he was na- 
turally polite; but only answered questions as he would to 
any individual lady and gentleman, saving that he forgot not to 
designate his royal sitters becomingly. His hand was as firm 
as his voice — neither faltered ; and he worked with reference 
to naught but his future fame ; his philosophic mind was ab* 
stracted to the one single object, — - that of producing a fine 
picture." 

** Well, my firiend, you may be ri^t." 

*^ I know I be right," resuming his palette and proceeding ; 
^' I could illustrate the case a thousand ways if I were not 
better employed." Fancy the painter now driving his colour 
with inveteracy, and, after a silent pause of half a minute or 
so, rejoining, *^ No ; the people to make their way at Court 
mixst be constituted of difier^it material to he. Doubtless, 
he would have been gratified by the honour of tlie royal 
countenance ; any one, indeed, would, if he were not a cox« 
comb or a fool : but Reynolds loved his independence ; he had 
a great, a glorious object in view, which he could accomplish 
without the smile of royalty* Do not suppose he was ignor- 
ant of the value of royal favour. — - No ; Reynolds bad a 
thorough knowledge of the world : he would have gladly 
possessed it ; but the price would have cost him too much*" 

The painter now seemed wrapped in the subject he was 
painting ; when his visiter happening to express his doubts as 
to the orthodoxy of hb dictum, Northcote at once was roused 
to give utterance to the climax. ^^ I tell 'e, both King and 
Queen felt so ill at ease in the presence of such a being, that, 
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shrjnkiog^into^lieRiselves, actaafiy oYerawed by his intelleoUial 
superioritj^ thejr inwatdlj- prayed to God tbat a trap-door 
might open uaderihe feet of the thronei by which they^^ might 
escape ;-^his presence to both was terrible." 

Thus hyperbolicaUy was he wont to talk^ when his mind 
was divided between conversation and painting, and thus was 
he impatient of contradiction. 

^^ It is the same with kings as with the public headsman : 
-^ if the prisoner be overawed, tlie executioner does- hi$ duty 
without trepidation; if, on the contrary, the victim deport 
himself with dignified intrepidity, the headsman will stand 
^ipaUedy totally unnerved, and incompetent to strike the fetal 
blow*' S6 it haippened when the two rebel lords, a^ they wane 
designated, Kiknarnock and Balmarino, were . abouit to Jose 
>lheit-faead$ on a scaffold on Tower Hill, inXjaM^er the 
Second's reign. Kilmarnock was a nervous man ; be trembled, 
was pale, and betrayed every demonstration of fear at the 
sight of the terrible apparatus of death. He knelt, laid his 
head upon the block, and it was stricken from his- body ata 
felow. £aImarino now ascended the scaffold: his look was 
intrepid ; his step was firm ; and, slapping the exeoutioncir 
upon the shoulder, with a loud voice and unfaltering tongue, 
he exclaimed : ^ You are a brave fellow, and have done your 
work dexterously. Here is a purse for you ; it contains net 
much — five guineas only ; but I am a poor gentleman, it is 
all I can afford to give. Now, despatch me with equal skill.' 
Lord ! the man was not used to encounter such a ^eai 
creature ; he appeared to be a superior being : the executioner 
could not' stand in his presence, it was too awfnl for him; the 
wretch was at once unmanned, he was in a tremor from head 
to foot, and incapable of doing his duty ; he mangled the neck 
of the brave lord ; and, as he struck the last feeble stroke, 
was himself about to give up the ghost. Hitherto, mark ye^ 
he had been the great man, important by virtue of his office; 
but, behold ! one so infinitely greater than he had been wont 
to see, reduced him to his own insignificance ; and he, who 
had sent so many out of the world with all the dignity of his 
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calling, was now ready to fall on his knees, and beg forgive- 
ness of the victim he was legally employed to despatch. 

*^ No ; in such interviews, either with Kings, or with their 
headsman, one of the two must stand in awe ; and the dignity, 
you will observe, sometimes will change hands. 

** Now, the most grateful incense you can carry to the foot 
of the throne is humility. The celebrated Miss -— .- man~ 
aged the aifair well : when she obtained an interview with 
her Majesty Queen Charlotte, she crawled to the foot of 
Toyalty, and, with hysterical sobbings, expressed her over* 
whelming joy at the thought of the length of days which this 
•hortonr, this too gracious and over-condescending goodness of 
faer Majesty, would add to her beloved mother's bappineM. 
The Queen, good lady, never felt so deliglited in her life as 
"on this occasion of the prostration of one of the cleverest and 
mdst distinguished of women, thus elevating her to the im« 
portance almost of a deity. Miss henceforth lived en- 
vied, always flourishing in the golden sunbeams that emanate 
from the throne ; for she had the felicity, on good report, to 
become a favourite with their Majesties the most august 
King and Queen, and all the Royal Family ! " 

• Northcote may be excused for these mistaken reveries 
touching courtiers and the Court, when it is known that he 
>was too honest a cynic to indulge in such reflections, and yet 
play the courtier himself. 

A certain Royal Duke w&s at the head of those who cha- 
peroned Master Betty, the Young Roscius, at the period when 
the Jiiror of fashion made all the beau monde consider it an 
enviable honour to be admitted within throne-distance of the 
boy actor. Amongst others who obtained the privilege of 
making a portrait of this chosen favourite of Fortune, was 
Mr. Northcote. 

The Royal Duke to whom we allude was in the habit of 
taking Master Betty to Argyll Place in his own carriage ; and 
there were usually three or four ladies and gentlemen of rank, 
who either accompanied his Royal Highness, or met him 
at the studio of the artist. 
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Northcote, nothing awed by the spl^idid coteries thus as- 
sembled, maintained hLs opinions upon all subjects that were 
discussed, — and his independence obtained for him general 
respect: though one pronounced him a cynic; another an 
eccentric; another a humourist; another a free-thinker; and 
the prince, with manly taste, in the nautical phrase, dubbed 
him a d— d honest, independent, little old fellow." 

One day, however, the Royal Duke, being left with only 

Lady , the Young Roscius, and the painter, and his 

patience being, perhaps, worn a little witli the tedium of an 
unusually long sitting, thought to beguile an idle minute by 
quizzing the personal appearance of the Royal Academician. 
Northcote at no period of life was either a buck, a blood, 
a fop, or a maccaroni : be soon despatched the business of 
dressing when a young man ; and, as he advanced to a later 
period, he certainly could not be called a dandy. The loose 
gown in which he painted was principally composed of shreds 
and patches,, and might, perchance, be half a century old ; his 
white hair was sparingly bestowed on each side, and his cra- 
nium was entirely bald. The royal visiter, standing behind 
him whilst he painted^ first gently lifted, or radier twitcbed 
the collarof the gown ; which Mr. Northcote resented by sud- 
denly turning and expressing his displeasure by a frown. 
Nothing daunted, his Royal Highness presently, with his 
finger, touched the professor's grey locks, observing, ** You 
do not devote much time to the toilette, I perceive — pray 
how long?" 

Northcote instantly replied, " Sir, I never allow any one to 
take personal liberties with me; — you are the &tet who ever 
presumed to do so^ and I beg your Royal Highness to recol- 
lect that I am in my own house." He then resumed his 
painting. 

The Prince, whatever he thought or fek, kept it to himself; 
and remaining silent for some minutes, Mr. Northcote ad- 
dressed his conversation to the lady, when the Royal Duke, 
gently opening the door of the studio, diut it after him, and 
walked away. 
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Nortfacote did not quit his post, but proceeded with the 
pkture* It happened that the royal carriage was not ordered 
until five o'clock; — it was now not four. Presently the 
Royal Duke returned, re-opened the door, and said, ** Mr. 
Northcote, it rains ; pray lend me an umbrella." Nortbcote, 
withont emotion, rang the bell : the servant attended ; and he 
desired her to bring her mistress's umbrella, that being the 
best in the house, and sufficiently handsome. The Royal 
Duke patiently waited for it in the back drawing-room, the 
studio door still open ; when, having received it, he again* 
walked down stairs, attended by the female servant : on her 
opening the street-door, his Royal Highness thanked her, 
addy spreading the umbrella, departed. 

*^ Surely his Royal Highness is not gone^ — I wish you 
would allow me to ask," said Lady ■ ' '■■ " . ^' Certainly his 
Royal Highness is gone," replied Northcote ; ^^ but I will en- 
quire at your instance." The bell was rung again, and the 
servant confirmed the assertion. 

•* Dear Mr. Northcote," said Lady ■■ , " I fear you have 
highly offended his Royal Highness." '* Madam," replied 
the painter, '* I am the offended party." I^y ■ made 
no remark except widiing that her carriage had arrived. 
When it came, Mr. Northcote courteously attended her down 
to the hall : he bowed, she curtdied, and, stepping into her 
carriage, set off with the Young Roscius. 

The next day, about noon, Mr. Northcote happening to be 
alone, a gentle tap was heard, and the studio door being 
opened, in walked his Royal Highness. 

" Mr. Northcote," said he, " I am come to retnrn your 
sister's umbrella, which she was so good as to lend me yester- 
day." The painter bowed, received it, and placed it in a 
comer. 

^^ I brought it myself, Mr. Northcote, that I might have 
the opportunity of saying, that I yesterday thoughtlessly took 
a very unbecoming liberty with you, and you properly resented 
it : I really am angry with myself, and hope you will forgive 
me, and think no more of it." 
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^< And what did you say ?" enquired the first friend to 
whom Northcote related the circumstance. ^* Say I Gude 
God I what would 'e have me have said ? Why, nothing : I 
only bowed, and he might see what I felt. I could at the 
instant have sacrificed my life for him I — such a Prince is 
worthy to be a King !" The venerable painter had the grati- 
fication to live to see him a King. May he long remain so ! 

One day, soon after his late Majesty had been appointed 
Regent, Sir William Knighton called upon Mr. Northcote, 
«with whom he had long been intimately acquainted, and in 
the course of conversation asked him, " What do yon know of 
the Prince Regent?" " Nothing," said Northcote; " what 
should I ?" " Why he knows you very well," observed Sir 
William. « Who says so ?" « Himself." " Pooh !" said 
Northcote, " it is only his brag" 

It would be difficult to name any one amongst our distin- 
guished contemporaries who loved, and at the same time who 
practised, candour more uniformly than did Mr. Northcote. 
It was in consequence of the integrity of his opinions, that 
many, not capable of appreciating this superior quality of his 
mind, pronounced him an ill-natured cynic; whilst, on the 
contrary, he was a truly kind-hearted man. 

Few men understood human nature better than he did: 
the study of man had, indeed, been a favourite pursuit with 
him irom the first to the last ; and his perceptions, naturally 
acute, from the exercise of this faculty of ^' reading the minds 
of men," had made him an adept in the science. Hence it 
may be said of him, that he on many occasions developed the 
motives of his neighbours' actions when they were not clearly 
defined to themselves : — such a man was the celebrated Lord 
Shaftesbury. Indeed, we know not with whom to compare 
Mr. Northcote, in this rare faculty, so aptly as with that ex- 
traordinary nobleman. 

One amongst innumerable instances of his acuteuess and 
foresight occurred at the period when the late Mr. Whit-, 
bread undertook the arrangement of the afiairs of Drury Lane 
Theatre. The known energy of that distinguished personage, 
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added to his universal reputation for honour and ability, ex- 
cited the hopes of all that the affairs of ^^ old Drury" would 
regenerate and prosper under his powerful auspices. If, 
indeed, generous zeal and never-ceasing perseverance in the 
cause could have accomplished what was expected, Mr. Whit- 
bread would have saved the concern. The popularity of 
Kean and other auspicious circumstances, arising ont of 
Mr. Whitbread's active management, for some time augured 
well. Every one who possessed property, over whom the 
great manager had the least influence, was canvassed by him' 
to support his new undertaking by the purchase of shares. 
Few who were asked, relying on the judgment and integrity 
of Mr. Whitbread, refused: Northcote, however, may be 
instanced as a memorable exception. 

This eminent painter had, for the preceding two or three 
years, experienced the most flattering personal attentions from 
Mr. Whitbread and his amiable lady. He had partaken of 
the elegant hospitalities of Southhill, and was admitted of the 
friendly coterie in Dover Street. He received, moreover, a 
commission to paint a portrait of the illustrious senator, — 
an honour of which he was justly proud, Northcote too being 
a patriot. On this friendly footing it was not surprising that 
Mr. Whitbread, presuming that the painter had realised some 
funded property, should invite him to become a shareholder. 
In fact, Mr. Whitbread called in Argyll Place, and personally 
asked Mr. Northcote's support, at the same time expatiating 
upon the advantages likely to arise from the inveistment. 
This application failed; and we have reason for believing 
that what passed at the interview must have been sufficiently 
painful to both parties : the one in experiencing a refusal, and 
the other in feeling it right to refuse. On this occasion the 
extraordinary perception and foresight of Mr. Northcote 
amounted to absolute prophecy. 

Within an hour after the interview, to a friend who was in 
the painter's studio, he gave free utterance to his reflections 
upon the subject. " Gude God ! " he ejaculated, " what 
folly it is to hold any converse with the great, other than that 
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which belongs to a man as to^ his mere profession ! He 
may respect, — nay, he may look up to and honour them as 
bis patrons and employers ; but to indulge in the ^regious 
vanity of supposing he can hold community with them on the 
footing of friends, is a moral misdemeanor for which the 
perpetrator ought to be soundly whipped." 

'^ Why look-e ! History affords no instance of a man 
being on even apparently easy and famQiar terms with an- 
other, much his superior in rank and fortune, but at the ex- 
*pense of his independence. That equality, which flattery «)a 
one side at least presumes, is impossible. The great, as 
patrons, from their condescensicm may exdte the gratitude^ 
the affection, — ay ! even the devotion, of the client ; but the 
great are incapable of sympathetic feelings with such : they 
are too conscious that they bestow, and ever mindful that we 
receive ; their patronage shuts up every inlet to affection on 
their part, and your familiarity is at best only on sufferance. 
— - No, the tenure upon their affections is not worth the wax 
that seals the bond for its security ; ^— it is ever liable to be 
torn and thrown by your haughty patron in your own foolish 
face.*' 

The painter all this while was employed on his picture, a 
subject from Mr. Fox's account of King James the Second ; 
and proceeding with his reflections by instalments, — by those 
fits and snatches which, nevertheless, he joined together with 
extraordinary nicety, particularly when it is recollected that 
a considerable portion of his mind was necessarily occupied 
upon the picture. 

One of those pauses now ensued, during which he seemed 
to labour as though he was recovering by the use of both 
oars for the little way he had made upon the tide of his art ; 
when, his energies having as it were fetched up, he renewed 
his cynical declamation with a vehemence which seemed to 
portend a climax. ^* Yes ! " said he emphatically, '^ his am- 
bitious mind has grasped this difliculty, and he is determined 
to conquer it. He has raised his standard, and thinks to 
enroll me amongst the madmen and blockheads who come 



JAMES NOBTHCOTE, ESQ. 367 

at bis call. When such as he condescends to ask favours of 
such as /, be sore it behoves one to be on one's guard. Gude 
God ! He kncnas^ as all of his class know, that to ask of those 
whom they have condescended to smile upon, is to command*^ 

•* Well, but my dear friend," said his listener, " you are 
including, in your animadversions upon a class, an individual 
who is superior to this heartlessness, one who is perhaps as 
single-minded and as much above such sentiments as any — " 

<* Pshaw ! how can-e' defend him ? They are all alike. 
What is it they will not do to gratify their greediness for 
eclat, their ravening after applause? — you can oppose no 
moral bounds to their ambition. I do not say he has courted 
this new, this popular appointment, with the envious eyes of 
all the fashionable world upon him : no, — but he has taken it. 

— He has rashly embarked in the mighty concern; he is 
launched upon an unknown sea, with all his friends on board, 

— and if he goes down, — why they must be ingulfed with 
him." 

** But, my friend, knowing the honour of the party as you 
do, can you suppose that he would allow you to be a sufierer, 
*^ supposing that it should ultimately prove a losing specu- 
lation?" 

"Prithee do not talk so idly! — You make me mad!" 
Ilien suspending his operations, turning round upon the pivot 
of his stool, pushing his spectacles above his brow, and " look- 
ing daggers," he exclaimed, " What then, would ye have me, 
after losing in a speculation upon mock-kings and mock- 
queens, — upon Punch ! the pittance which I have 'saved from 
the labours of my life, to keep me and her (meaning his sister) 
from poverty in our old age, — would ye have me go to him, 
in Jbtmd paupens, to ask of his bounty that which I had 
fooled away ? If it were a duty, I could lay me down quietly, 
and submit to be smothered : — but I thought ye knew me 
better than to suppose me capable of that ! " 

No ; in honour to the manes of the venerable painter be it 
said, had he embarked his all, and lost it in that most unfor- 
tunate speculation, notwithstanding his severe animadversions 
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upon one of the most honourable of men, he would have 
perished rather than have enrolled himself amongst those who 
reproached the great mind of him who became victim to the 
ruin which ensued. • 

Northcote has been described as being a sordid man. 
Nothing than such an aspersion is further from the truth. He 
ever had the greatest reluctance to ask for money where it 
was justly due to him ; and was the most enduring of all ill- 
used creditors. He lent money without interest; and, never 
asking for it, not unfrequently lost it. Very numerous in- 
stances could be adduced of his having painted whole-lengths, 
half-lengths, and bust portraits, which were delivered, and 
never paid for; and many remained on his own premises 
unsettled for, and consequently unredeemed: yet he never 
worried the persons for whom they were painted, or even 
threatened the parties or their families to recover his right by 
law. Had he been worldly-minded, he might have left to his 
successors a far better estate. Two very large whole-length 
portraits of a nobleman and his lady, which were never paid 
for, remained in his gallery, to the scandal of the parties whom 
they represented. Mr. Northcote was advised to compel 
payment, as other creditors of his lordship had done ; but he 
shook his head, and obsei*ved, ^^ I would rather starye.than 
appear in the dirty character of a plaintiff in a case of debt 
against a person of his rank, for whom I had once professed 
an esteem and respect." 

It was the prudence and foresight which enabled this vene- 
rable artist to provide for the coming winter of life that 
allowed him to indulge in these noble sentiments. 

Many, who knew him not sufficiently, judged unkindly of 
him, from the unreserved manner in which he was accustomed 
to speak of himself. Rousseau wrote his own " Confessions ;'! 
and might as well, for the cause of morality, when he had 
written them, have put his manuscript into the fire. Had 
Northcote felt alike disposed to pen his confessions, — to have 
turned over the page that contained his self-examinations and 
general reflections would have been a rich intellectual treat. 
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That he held truth in sacred regard may be inferred 
generally from all he said, and all he did : hence, in express- 
ing the movements of his own independent mind, he uttered 
what he felt without disguise. Had he cared much for the 
opinion of the world, he would of necessity have become more 
cautious; for many, judging by the letter I'ather than the 
spirit of his confessions, and applying to him the axiom, 
^< Out of thine own mouth will I condemn thee," attributed 
to him sentiments which he was the last to entertain. 

Opie — his friend Opie, was painting a picture ; the subject, 
the Death of David Kizzio. It was nearly completed, when 
Northcote was invited to come and see it, and give an opinion 
of its merits; — an exchange of friendly offices which was 
common to both. Northcote attentively viewed the picture, 
acknowledged its general excellence, and told his friend that, 
wben finished, he thought it would certainly be his chef-' 
d^ceiwre. At that period (forty years ago) these sworn friends 
were successfully pursuing the same department of their 
art, and were considered by public opinion to be rival can* 
didates for a seat in the temple of Fame. 

** When I returned to my painting-room,'* said Northcote, 
^* I took up my palette and pencils with an inveterate deter- 
mination to do something that should raise me a name ; but 
my inspiration was only a momentary dream. The ghost of 
Opie's picture stood between me and my blank canvass, and I 
could see nothing but the murderers of David Rizzio. I felt 
I could have rejoiced if they had seized the painter, and mur* 
dered him instead.-— Yes, I could! This dwelt upon my 
fancy, until I laughed at the conceit ; for, thought I, then had 
there been a meddling fiddler and a rival painter despatched 
at the same expense;" adding, *'and if all the fiddlers and all 
the painters were smothered, for aught I know, they might 
well be spared." Northcote smiled as he said this, and pro* 
ceeded with his work. 

Resuming the thread of his discourse^ he rejoined, <^ I 
dreamed of the picture when wide awake, and I dreamed of 
the picture when fast asleep; how could I help it? — There 
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was a passage in the composition, wherein the torches (for fhe 
scene was represented, as-'e may remember, by torch-light,) 
produced the finest effect that ever proceeded from mortal 
hand. I dwelt upon it with my mind's eye in sheer d^pain 
To attempt any thing so original — so gloriously fine^— I 
might as well have set about creating another world. I should 
have died, but for a fortuitous drcumstance. The Fates I 
suppose had decreed that, if I were doomed to death, Opie was 
not to be the executioner ; for, impelled by that feted curiosity 
which urges man to persevere in courting the sight of that 
which has already made him sufficiently wretched, as though 
we froward mortals were determined to assuage the ranklings 
of jealousy, by provoking stark-staring madness, — impelled 
by this, look-'e, I called again to see the bated picter." 

*^ Well, my dear friend, and how did you feel? — Soar I aia 
prodigiously inter — " 

<^ How did I feel ? Gude God ! I would not have had Opie 
know what was passing in my mind for all the world -^no^ 
not even to have been the author of ihepieier^ Judge if 'e 
can what I felt I — why^ same wretch, some demon, had per-* 
snaded him to alter the whole structure of the piece; — he 
had adopted the. fatal advice — had destroyed that glory of 
the art, and ruined,— yes^ to my solace, — irrecoverably 
ruined the piece." 

CharacteristLcs like these may well startle the g^ierous* 
minded, and lead them to despise the utterer of such apparent 
maUce. Yet those who know the real character of the maa 
must feel assured, that, had Opi^r's David Mizzio been success* 
fully accomplished according to his first intention^ his frtend 
Northcote would have been foremost La proclaiming with 
honest zeal the entire honours due to the achievement 

To young artists he was kind and condescending^ and a(t 
ways easily accessible. Such traits in the pictures or draw* 
ings which they submitted to his acute judgment as happened 
to display originality and talent gave him delight ; for he felt 
a patriotic pride in the Arts of his country. 
. " Where, young man, did-'e get this study from ?'* 
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« From Nature, Sir." 

" From Natur^ did-'e ? — (meanwhile playing with his finger 
upon the under lip) — I wish-e' would introduce me to her ; for 
you be a favourite ! She somehow hides these things from us 
old men. Well, and do-'e find employment?'' 

** Not much, Sir — I am very little known." 

** H^n I can-'e leave the picter with me for a day or two ?" 

« Yes, Sir." 

** I expect Lord »- will call on me, und Sir ; they 

are patrons of art ; I will show it to them.— Call again — 
I shall be glad to see thee. I will do what I can — I am 
delighted with-*e — never mind the door— I'll shut it — can-'e 
find the way down stairs? Mind-'e be of good heart — good 
bye to-'e, — God bless-'e." 

Such was the colloquy which passed between the venerable 
painter and an ingenious youth an entire stranger to him. 

Mr. Westall, the Royal Academician, when quite a yotmg 
man, waited on Mr. Northcote with some of his drawings for 
the benefit of his opinion and advice. Mr. Northcote atten- 
tively examined one, then another ; and returning to the first, 
exclaimed, " This is something new in art. How do-'e do 't ? 
I did not believe that water-colours could be brought to this 
perfection. Why, young man, they are the most beautiful 
specimens of art that I have ever seen : — I would give the 
world to do such things^ Hey ! — not find encouragement, 
say-'e? — Do not fear; it only needs that they be seen, to 
be felt; — proceed, and be assured you will soon be popular 
•*— yes, you'll carry all befor-'e." Mr. Northcote had the 
satisfaction soon to see bis opinion verified ; for never, perhaps, 
did a young painter rise more rapidly in the estimation of the 
encouragers of art And certainly the encouragement, though 
unexampled, was not above the desert of him who ob- 
tained it ; for many of the finest drawings by Mr. Westall 
were, for several consecutive years, distinguished amongst the 
most attractive works of the Somerset House exhibition. Mr. 
Northcote, who was a great admirer of water-colour art, always 
maintained, — and his judgment upon this subject has ilever 
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been disputed, •— that *^ Westall is as mach entitled to sliare 
in the honour of being one of the founders of the school of 
painting in water-colours, as his highly gifted contemporaries 
Girtin and Turner." 

Few studious men ever enjoyed life more than Mr. North- 
cote. He was, in the strictest sense of the word, a philosopher. 
There is reason for supposing that he commenced his career 
whilst a young man upon a philosophical plan ; and the 
system which he prescribed for himself being founded on 
sagacity, his good sense led him to maintain it with constancy. 
Many have desired to lead a philosophical life, but few are 
constituted for it. It is believed that Mr. Northcote was 
never in love. This saved him a world of trouble. He had 
no time for courtship, and no inclination for marriage. Thus 
circumstanced, he was at liberty to choose his own mode of 
living. He was naturally just, temperate, and careful. One 
of his numerous maxims (though not quoted for its originality) 
was, that men might attain the age of the patriarchs of old but 
for their gluttony. Believing in the axiom, he determined not 
to«commit this foolish felo-de-se; and ate so sparingly, that, 
during the various periods which occurred williin the last 
half century of alarm of general scarcity, he participated no 
more in the universal panic than a mouse in a gi*anary. His 
maiden sister superintended his household economy; and 
being as little inclined to self-indulgence as himself, their table 
was as frugally served as table well could be. This economy 
was not the result of parsimony; for the servants, two in 
number, and females, were well supplied with all necessaries 
and comforts, and lived long and happily under an indulgent 
mistress and a kind master. Between Mr. Northcote and 
Miss Northcote (who has survived him) the most exemplary 
brotherly and sisterly affection invariably subsisted. 

As an author, Mr. Northcote not a little distinguished him- 
self. His earliest publications were some papers in a period- 
ical work called The Artist; as, in the first volume, No. 2. On 
Originality in Painting; Imitators and Collectors. 4. A 
l.etter from a disappointed Genius ; and a Character of John 
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Opie^ R.A. 19. A Second Letter from a disappointed 
Genius. 20. On the Imitation of tlie Stage in Painting. 
In the second volume, No. 7. The History of the Slighted 
Beauty, an allegory. He also contributed to the ^* Fine Arts 
of the English School " the biography of Sir Joshua Rey- 
nolds ; which he afterwards expanded into a quarto volume, 
entitled, < Memoirs of Sir Joshua Reynolds, Knt. comprising 
anecdotes of many distinguished persons, his contemporaries, 
and a brief analysis of his Discourses : to which are added, 
Varieties on Art," 1813. A Supplement to the work appeared 
in 1815 ; and an octavp edition, with considerable additions, in 
1819. In 1828 he published, in octavo, '^ One Hundred 
Fables, original and selected," embellished with two hundred 
and eighty engravings on wood, from his own designs. His last 
w^ork, published at the close of the year 1830, in two volumes 
octavo, is " The Life of Titian, with anecdotes of the distin^ 
guished persons of his time : " a work containing a vast mass 
of useful information and reflection^ on the art of Painting.. <* 

The late Mr. William Hazlitt made notes of his " Con- 
versations" with Mr. Northcote, one series of which he com- 
municated to the New Monthly Magazine, and a second to 
the Atlas paper. A selection was published in the year 1830, 
in an octavo volume, from which we extract some anecdotes 
illustrative of Mr. Northcote's personal character; and first 
the following passages, containing his own opinions on his con-^ 
versational talents: — 

" I have had the advantage of having lived in good so-» 
ciety myself. I not only passed a great deal of my younger 
days in the company of Reynolds, Johnson, and that circle, 
but I was brought up among, the Mudges, of whom Sir 
Joshua (who was certainly used to the most brilliant society 
in the metropolisX thought so highly, that he had them at his 
house for weeks, and even sometimes gave up his own bed- 
room to receive them." — P. 105. 

" When W was here the other day, he asked about 

Mengs and his school ; and when I told him what I thought, 
he said, ^ Is that your own opinion, or did you take it from 
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Sir Joshua?' I answered that, if I admired Sir Joshua, it wad 
because there was something congenial in our tastes, and not 
because I was his pupil. I saw his faults, and differed from 
him often enough. If I have any bias, it is the other way, to 
take fancies into my head, and run into singularity and cavils.** 
— P. 245. 

*^ You did not know Opie ? You would have admired him 
greatly. I do not speak of him as an artist, but as a man of 
sense and observation. He paid me the compliment of saying, 
that we should have been the best friends in the world if we 
had not been rivals. I think he had more of this feeling than 
I had ; perhaps, because I had most vanity. We sometimes 
got into foolish altercations. I recollect once in particular, 
at a banker's in the City, we took up the whole of a dinner- 
time with a ridiculous controversy about Milton and Shak- 
speare,^! am sure we neither of us had the least notion which 
was right ; and, when I was heartily ashamed of it, a foolish 
citizen who was present added to my confusion by saying, 
* Lord ! what would I give to hear two such men as you talk 
every day ! ' This quite humbled me : I was ready to sink 
with vexation : I could have resolved never to open my mouth 
again. But I can't help thinking W — ^ [alluding to the 
instance mentioned in the preceding quotation] was wrong 
in supposing I borrow every thing from others ; it is not 
my character. I never could learn my lesson at school; my 
copy was hardly legible : but if there was a prize to be ob- 
tained, or niy father to see it, then I could write a very fine 
hand, with all the usual flourishes. What I know of history 
(and something about heraldry) has been gathered up when I 
had to enquire into the subject for a picture : if it had been 
set me as a task, I should have forgotten it immediately. In 
the same way, when Boydell came and proposed a subject for 
a picture to me, and pointed out the capabilities, I always said 
I could make nothing of it : but as soon as he was gone, and 
I was left to myself, the whole then seemed to unfold itself 
naturally. I never could study the rules of composition, or 
make sketches and drawings beforehand ; in this, probably^ 
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ronntng into the opposite error to that of the modern Italian 
painters, whom Fuseli reproaches with spending their whole 
lives in preparation. I must begin at once, or I can do nothing. 
When I set about the Wat Tyler, I was frightened at it: it 
was the largest work I had ever undertaken : there were to 
be horses, and armour, and buildings, and several groups in 
it ; when I looked on it, the canvass seemed ready to fall upon 
me* But I had committed myself, and could not escape; dis*- 
graoe was behind me, and every step I made in advance was 
so much positively gained. If I had stayed to make a num* 
ber of designs, and try different experiments, I never should 
have had the courage to go on. Half the things that pepple 
do not succeed in are through fear of making the attempt. 
Like the recruit in Farquhar's comedy, you grow wondrous 
bold when yon have once taken < list-money.' . When ypu 
must do a thing, you feel in some measure that you can 
do it. You have oidy to commit yourself beyond retrent."— -> 
P. 251. 

On another occasion <' Northcote spoke of old Aldermaa 
Boydell with great regret, and said, ^ He was a man of sens^ 
and liberality, and a true patron of the art' "^*— P; 75* 

The following may be taken as Northcote's apology for the 
singnlarity of some of his dicta : -^ 

^< That will never do, to take things literally that are utr 
tered in a moment of irritattcm. You do not express your 
own (^nion, but one as opposite as possible to that of the 
person that has provoked you. .... I have often been 
ashamed myself of speeches I have made in that way, which 
have been repeated to me as good things^ when all I meant 
was, that I would say any thing sooner than agree la the non--^ 
sense or aflEbctation I heard." — P. 6. 

^^ Once when Burke called on Sir Joshua Reynolds, North- 
cote, then a young man, was sitting for one of the children in 
the picture of Count Ugolino. It is the one in profile with 
the hand to the &oe.* Burke came into the painting-room, 

* In ihis figure the face is entirely concealed by the hancL Qu. Is it not the 
next face, which is also in prdiile? 

B B 4> 
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and said, ' I see that Mr. Nortbcote is not only an artist, but 
has a head that would do for Titian to paint." — P. 39. 

^^ Northcote spoke of his journey to Rome ; of the beauty of 
the climate ; of the manners of the people ; of the imposing 
effect of the Roman Catholic religion ; of its favourableness to 
the fine arts ; of the churches full of pictures ; of the manner 
in which he passed his time, studying and looking into all the 
•rooms in the Vatican : he had no fault to find with Italy, and 
no wish to leave it. ^ Gracious and sweet was all he saw in 
lier.' As he talked, he looked as if he saw the different 
objects pass before him, and his eye glittered with familiar 
recollections." — P. S5. 

• Mr. Hazlitt's book is full of passages manifesting Mr. North-' 
cote's strong attachment to his art, and his diffidence in his 
own abilities. The following relates to some of his latest pic- 
torial labours : •— 

^^ J ■ said. I might go on painting yet—- he saw no 
falling off. They are pleased with it. I have painted the 
whole family, and the girls would let their mother sit to no- 
body else. But Lord ! every thing one can do seems to fall 
so short of nature : whether it is the want of skill, or the im- 
perfection of the art, that cannot give the successive movements 
of expression and changes of countenance, lam always ready 
to beg pardon of my sitters after I have done, and to say I 
hope they'll excuse it. The more one knows of the art, and 
indeed the better one can do, the less one is satisfied." — 
P. 314. 

At length the day approached that was to terminate Mr. 
Northcote's long and tranquil life. " On the 7th of July," 
says a gentleman who had been intimately acquainted with 
him for above thirty years, ^' I paid my respects to him, and 
found him sitting at the window of his bed-room alone. I had 
not been to see him before for two months. He said he was 
glad to see me, and asked why I had not come sooner. My 
excuse was, that I knew he was much surrounded with friends, 
and it appeared to me necessary that some should keep in the 
back-ground. He thought it very considerate j and then 
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talked of tlie death of poor Jackson, a man he liked equally 
to any one, living or dead. All this time was taken up in 
seeking for his snufiP-box ; and as soon as he got it he gave 
me a steady look, in which I saw a difference from that I had 
been accustomed to for thirty years. It was more dejected 
than the Ugolino by Sir Joshua. He said, ^ Well, now 
you're come, what think 'e of me: do I look like a long in- 
habitant for this world, or like a visiter for the next?' At 
this moment Miss Northcote, who is nearly of the same age as 
her brother, came into the room and heard my answer, which 
was, that I never saw him so reduced in flesh. ^ Oh ! but you 
don't flatter me,' he cried ; ^ my friends say that I look better.' 
A knock was heard at the street door; it was his doctor, and 
I took my leave, my friend desiring I would come again soon: 
but I never saw him more, or heard of him until the fourth 
day after his decease. Some years since Mr. Northcote said 
to a friend, that *^ he looked upon me as a soru^ I may in 
return observe, that in him I have lost 2i father. He has been 
pleased to remember me in his will, and I should feel grateful 
for any opportunity of testifying my gratitude. 

*< In a conference with Mr. Northcote's old and faithful 
servant Mrs. Gilchrist, I have been given to understand that 
on the 8th of July, 18S1, her master became very feeble, and 
required her whole attention for his comfort; yet, although he 
wa$ as helpless a&an infant, be retained his senses, and thanked 
her for her kindness, remarking that he could not have sup- 
posed there was a person on earth with so much feeling. He 
was conscious of his rapid dissolution, and desired her to re- 
tire to rest ; but her feelings were too acute for sleep, and her* 
mind was bent entirely on restoring his health, — but ail was 
useless. In the morning of the ISth, Mrs. Gilchrist raised her 
masted to give him some tea; but he swallowed little, and 
the yoke of an egg with diiBculty. For twelve hours he re- 
mained, very quiet ; and expired at twenty minutes after eight 
o'clock in the evening." 

On the 20th of July, Mr. Northcote's remains were depo- 
sited in the vault, under the new church of St. Mary-le-bone. 
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His will Bas' since been proved in Doctors' Commons. It 
first directs that his body shall be kept uninterred as long as it 
can be suCFered, to prevent the possibility of being buried alive, 
and to be inspected by scmie competent surgeon* He desires 
to be buried either in the vault under the New St. Mary-la- 
bonne Church, near to his late friends, Mr. Cosway and Miss 
Booth, or in St Paul's Cadiedral, near his late lamented 
friend and master. Sir Joshua Reynolds. He directs Francis 
Chantrey, R. A., and sculptor, to execute a fit and proper 
monument to his memory, for which he orders his executors 
to pay 10002. ; and the same artist to execute a monument for 
the deceased's brother, Samuel Northcote, to be placed in 
St Andrew's Church, Plymouth, at an expense of 200/. He 
states, that he has completed the manuscript and executed the 
designs for a second set of One Hundred Fables, in continu- 
ation of the first, which he is desirous should be published as 
speedily afler the death of his sister as may be; and he directs 
that not less than 1000/. nor more than IWOL diali be ex- 
pended Tout of his personal estate on engraving and publish- 
ing such Fables * ; and he requests that Mr. Edmund Soutbey 
Rogers, one of the King's messengers, will superintend the 
publication thereof. He desires his executors, WiUiam Hill- 
man, Joseph Hawker, and Newbold Kinton, will look over 
bis manuscripts, and therefrom select such as, in their judg- 
ment,, are of importance to bis memory and character, and 
destroy all the rest He leaves his house in Argyle I^ace to 
his sister rent firee, for her life; and if she should not wish to 
live there, his executors are to let the same for her benefit on 
lease for seven years. Plate, linen, china, hon5dM>ld goods, 
and fiirniture,( and all and singular the pictures, prints, books, 
and personal estate in Argyle Place, to his sister, Mary North- 
cote, for her life ; and after her decease, fiimiture, linen, and 
china, or such of them as shall then remain (but not pictures, 
books, or plate), to his servant, Elizabeth Gilchrist. After 

* It is not to be inferred from this paragrapti that the first series was bromght 
out at Mr. Northcote*s expense. . The fact is quite the reverse. Mr. Lawford, 
the bookselTer, bought the MS. for 801., and paid every expense attending it. 
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the death of his sister, he gives to Sir Stafford Henry North- 
cote, of Pjmes, in the county of Devon, Baronet, and his heirs 
for ever, all the pictures of the Northcote fitmily, his bust by 
Bonomi, the two manuscript volumes of the Account of the 
Northcote Family ; the two volumes of Public Characters, by 
Cadell and Davies ; the Life of Sir Joshua Reynolds ; and the 
Portfolio, containing his Diplomas from the Royal Academy; 
a volume of Birds, by his father and brother ; all to be placed 
in the library at Pynes. To his friend, William Hillman, of 
Argyle Street, fifty volumes of books, such as he may please 
to select out of his library, after the death of his sister. To 
Joseph Hawker, Esq., Richmond, Herald of Arms, two pic- 
tures he may choose, except the Northcote family, and thirty 
volumes of books, after Mr. Hillman has chosen his. The 
residue of his estate to his executors in trust, to pay dividends 
and annual proceeds to his said sister, for her life ; and after 
her death, to invest in their own names 1250/. in the three 
per cent, annuities upon trust, to pay the interest to his late 
fiiithful servant, Charlotte Gilbert, during her life, and after 
her death to such persons as she may appoint The said 
trustees, after the death of said sister, to retain to themselves 
the following legacies ; viz. — 

£ 
1500 



William Hillman .... 

Joseph Hawker • • • ., 
Newbold Kinton .... 

And to pay likewise the following legacies : — - 
Elizabeth Gilchrist (duty free) 
Mrs. Hawker, wife of Jos. Hawker . 
Adair Hawkins .... 

Prince Hoare ..... 
Sir William Knighton, Bart. 
Lady Knighton ..... 
James Carrick Moore, of Caswell, Scotland 
Mrs. Moore, his wife • . • • 
Captain J. Raigersfeld, R. N. 
Annabella Plumtre .... 



100 
200 

1500 
500 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
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Walter Roe 100 

William Godwin • * * * * 100 

Peter Conde • • • • • . 100 

James Ward • • » • . .100 

John Jackson, R. A 100 

Philip Rogers, Landscape Painter • .100 

Abraham Johns • • . • • . .100 
Thomas Copeland • . . • .100 

J. Taylor, late Editor of the Sun . • .100 
Nathaniel Howard • • • • .100 

William Hazlitt 100 

Abraham Wyviil, Artist . . . .100 
Edmund Rogers, King's Messenger . • 50 
if these persons be living after the death of his sister. To tlie 
Minister and Churchwardens for the time being of St. An- 
drew's, Plymouth, 200/. duty free, to be invested^ and the 
interest to be laid out in bread and meat, for the poor of the 
said parish. In a second codicil he leaves Mary Wilsford^ 
wife of Peter Wilsford, 500/. duty free. Thomas Lister 
Parker, 105/. and any one picture he may select, not before 
chosen. Tliomas Poynder, of Christ's Hospital, any one 
other picture not before chosen: residue to his executors. 
The personal property was sworn under 25,000/. 



> • • • 

For by much the larger and more valuable portion of the 

materials of which the foregoing memoir has been composed, 

we are indebted to that ingenious and interesting periodical 

publication " The Library of the Fine Arts." 
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No. XXVIII. 
THOMAS GREATOREX, ESQ., F.R.S., F.L-S^ 

ORGANIST OP WESTMINSTER ABBEY; CONDUCTOR OF HIS 
MAJESTY*8 CONCERTS OP ANCIENT MUSIC, &€• 

Thomas Greatorex was born at North Wingfield, near 
Chesterfield, Derbyshh-e, on the 5th of October, 1758, His 
father, Anthony Greatorex *, followed the profession of 
mu$ic, and was solely indebted for his knowledge of the art 
to his love of it, aided by the most indefatigable perseverance. 
His family consisted of several daughters, and an only son, 
the subject of this memoir. One of the former, Martha, was 
educated for the musical profession ; and removed, at the age 
of thirteen, to Leicester, where she was elected organist of 
St. Martin's church. In that place, but principally in its 
neighbourhood, she exerted herself with so much ability and 
assiduity, that she retired, some years since, on a moderate 
competence, and lately died at an advanced age.f Anthony 
Greatorex, who, when his daughter was established at Leices- 
ter, went to reside there, is remembered with respect by many 
now living, for his simplicity of manners, and unaffected un- 
ostentatious piety : his earliest care was to attend to what he 
considered the most important part of his son's education ; 
and his exertions were crowned with extraordinary success. 
Anxious, also, that his child should receive the best musical 
instruction that could be procured, he placed him, in the year 

* This ingenious man, who died several years since, in the 84th -year of bit 
age, actually built a chamber organ with his own hands, after he had turned his 
70th year, and without any previous knowledge of the business, beyond what his 
own ingenuity suggested. 

f See ** Cradock*s Literary and Miscellaneous Memoirs." 
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1772, under the tuition of Dr. Cooke, between whom and his 
pupil a mutual attachment was formed ; and the latter never 
mentioned but in the most grateful terms the friendship 
evinced for him by that truly amiable man. 

In the year 177^9 on the occasion of the opening of the 
Leicestershire Infirmary, a performance of sacred music took 
place in the parish church of St. Martin's, Leicester. Mr. 
Cradock, in his ^^ Miscellaneous Memoirs,^ gives some detailed 
and interesting particulars of this festival. Lord Sandwich, 
who was one of the stewards, selected the oratorio of Jephtha 
for performance. Giardini was the leader ; Joah Bates the 
conductor ; and, on this occasion, Miss Harrop (afterwards 
Mrs. Bates) made her first public appearance. At this fes« 
tival young Greatorex was present ; and hence may be dated 
his rise in his profession ; for he here became acquainted both 
with Lord Sandwich and Mr. Bates : the one, the most dis- 
tinguished patron of thie day ; the other, the best amateur. 
In the years 1774 — 1776, Mr. Greatorex attended the ora- 
torios given by Lord Sandwich at Hinchinbrook ; and im- 
proved the opportunity thus afforded him of studying the 
music of Handel, as executed by the most perfect band that had 
then ever been brought together, and under the conductorship 
of Mr. Bates, who extended to the young man an affectionate 
friendship which he continued through life. 

On Mr. Bates's appointment as secretary to Lord Sand- 
wich, and Commissioner at the Victualling Office, Mr. Greato- 
rex succeeded him in his Lordship's family; and had apartments 
assigned to him in that nobleman's residences, both in town 
and at Hinchinbrook. At the establishment of the Ancient 
Concerts, in 1776, he assisted in the chorus. About this 
period, the health of the young musician failing, he was com- 
pelled to resign the favourable prospects opening to his view ; 
and, in 1 780, accepted the situation of organist at Carlisle 
cathedral. Here he had much leisure time, which he well 
employed, not only in musical studies, but in storing his mind 
with those scientific acquirements whereby he was aflerwards 
distinguished in private life, and for the improvemeitt of which 
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he was much indebted to his having been received into a select 
society then established at Qirlisle, whereof Dr. Percy, late 
Bishop of Dromore, Dr. Charles Law, late Bishop of Elphin^ 
and Mr. Archdeacon Paley were members, and which fire- 
quently met for philosophical discussions. 

In the year 1786 Mr. Ghreatorex went to. Italy, taking with 
him letters of introduction from scHne of the most distinguished 
persons in this country ; thereby gaining access to the highest 
English society then resident in Italy, among whom he was 
admitted more on the footing of an accomplished, unas- 
suming gentleman, than that of the young musical student* 
In particular, he was much caressed by our ambassador 
at Naples, Sir William Hamilton ; and at Rome, by the Earl 
of Cawdor, who through life continued his intimacy and 
patronage. 

The following anecdote, arising out of Mr. Greatorex's 
residence in Italy, is worthy of preservation. Daring his 
stay iEit Rome, he was introduced to the old Pretender, then 
living with some degree of splendour on an income derived 
from England. Mr. Greatorex being requested to sing to 
him, chose the simple air, " Farewell to Lochaber.*' The 
unfortunate Prince burst into a flood of tears, and squeezed 
the performer's hand with great emotion. The acquaintance 
thus commenced was continued during Mr. Greatorex's stay 
in Italy. His manners and conversation, — the former perfectly 
simple, the latter replete with good sense and information,-^^ 
^o pleased the Prince, that, whenever the young musician's card 
was sent in, he never was refused admittance. Their con- 
versation when alone generally turned on England ; and the 
Prince made eager and anxious enquiries as to the descend* 
ants and families of his old friends. He entered freely into 
the history of his attempt to gain the throne of these realms;: 
and stated a number of facts relating to his difficulties, and 
the peculiar situations in which he was placed during bis. 
escape from Scotland, afler being defeated at Culloden. He 
represented the cause of this attempt to have been the delusive 
promises of the French government to aid him with a large 
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army ; and complained bitterly of the deceit and bad faith of 
that power. He lamented deeply and sincerely having been 
the unhappy cause of so much loss of life and property. So 
many interesting particulars did he relate to Mr. Greatorex, 
in whose conversation he sought for and seemed to find con* 
solation, that a very curious volume might have been formed 
on the subject, a romance of real life, throwing light on 
points connected with the history of that period, which are 
but imperfectly known. After Mr. Greatorex's return to 
England, on the death of the Prince, a handsome bequest of 
many volumes of manuscript music su£Oiciently testified the 
kind remembrance which that unfortunate personage had pre- 
served of the young Englishman. 

Mr. Greatorex went to Naples, Florence, and Venice ; at 
each of which places he made some stay. He afterwards 
visited most of the other cities of Italy, likewise the Nether- 
lands and Holland, and returned to England at the latter end 
of the year 1 788. He always possessed an enthusiastic ad- 
miration of architectural beauty, and had no slight knowledge 
of the art He was much struck with the beauty of the cathe- 
dral at Strasburg ; and his admiration led him into an exploit 
almost unparalleled for daring. Having ascended to nearly 
the top of the steeple by the ordinary means, he found, under 
the cap-stone, a hole sufiiciently large for him to creep 
through. Being of a slender make, and extremely active, he 
determined on making the attempt ; and succeeded in thrust- 
ing himself into the opening, then climbed up the grand 
double cross which surmounts the whole, and got upon the 
upper cross beam, to the astonishment of those who witnessed 
the achievement, — which, till then, had been considered utterly 
impracticable. M.Pleyel (from whom he took some lessons in 
music) watched through a telescope the whole progress of this 
dangerous adventure, little dreaming that his own pupil was 
the aspirant. Mr. Greatorex had, before, been equally sao>* 
cessful in a similar attempt at St. Peter's in Rome. When 
he there had reached the great ball, he found a jointed ladder 
fastened to it, which, upon being opened, swung to the per- 
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pemlicular of the outside of the ball ; and by means of this be 
ascended to the cross, and climbed to its upper beam. 
. Mr. Greatorex returned to England the latter end of 1 788, 
and established himself in London, where his time was soon 
fully occupied as a teacher of music ; to such a degree, in* 
deed, that for a considerable period the income derived from 
this branch of his profession exceeded 2000/. per annum. 
In 1793, he received an unexpected honour in being ap- 
pointed, without any solicitation. Conductor of his Majesty's 
Concerts of Ancient Music, on the retirement of Mr. Bates. 
To enable him to discharge this duty, which placed him 
at once at the head of his . profession, Mr. Greatorex re- 
signed a large portion of the income derived from his labours 
as a teacher. He held that distinguished post thirty*nine 
years; and the writer of this has heard the late Earl of 
Darnley, who was one of the Directors, mention, as a most 
extraordinary instance of punctuality, that, during the whole 
period, Mr. Greatorex was never once absent from his duty, 
or five minutes after his time at any rehearsal, performance, 
or meeting of directors. He retained his situation of Con- 
ductor till his death ; and, while suffering from his last long 
and painful illness, his zeal tempted him to make greater ex- 
ertions than were compatible with the state of his health ; but 
he could not persuade himself to quit a situation to which he 
was much attached, and which he had filled in so honourable 
a manner. > 

Mr. Greatorex's intimacy with the late Earl of Chesterfield 
is well known. This was much promoted by his having 
built himself a country retreat at Burton-upon-Trent, in the 
neighbourhood of his Lordship's seat, Bretley Park ; and led 
to his acceptance of a Captain's commission in the St. George's 
Volunteers, commanded by that nobleman. His acquirements, 
and great respectability of character, rendered him acceptable 
to the highest society. He was always one of the party at 
the dinners given by the royal and noble Directors of the 
Ancient Concerts. At one of these, his late Majesty (then 
Prince of Wales) endeavoured to persuade him to remain 

VOL. XVI. c c 
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longer at table than his duties would allow as conductor of 
the performance to take place that evening. Mr. Greatorex 
pleaded the necessity of being punctual at all times, especially 
when the King and Queen were to be present. <^ Oh ! never 
mind them/' said the Prince, jocularly ; ^< my father is 'Eiex^ 
I confess, but you ^re a Greater Hex!^ 

In the year 1819, Mr. Greatorex succeeded to the situation 
which his master and friend. Dr. Cooke, had formerly filled, 
as organist of Westmister Abbey ; and continued to hold this 
honourable post till his death. 

Thus far the subject of this memoir has been mentioned 
only in his professional capacity : but one of his intimate 
friends, who possessed the best means of judging, has very cor- 
rectly stated, that with Mr. Greatorex music was only one of 
many pursuits ; that his strong and active mind was directed 
to other objects, particularly mathematics and astronomy ; and 
that, had he devoted himself to music alone^ there is every 
reason to believe that he would have excelled as a composer 
of the highest class; for his taste was excellent, and his judg- 
ment strong. He, however, contented himself with harmo- 
nising various airs, and arranging parts for a grand orchestra ; 
which he executed so well, and with so much ease, that, had 
he attempted more, his success would most likely have been 
proportionately great His additional instrumental parts to 
the compositions of the old masters evince a just conception 
of the subject ; and the adaptations of many of Handel's airs 
have already been published. His harmoiiisations of melodies 
abound in grace and effect : none of these have been printed ; 
but it is the intention of his fiunily shortiy to publish them, in 
pursuance of a recommendation to that.effect found among his 
p^ers. 

He was also well acquainted with chemistry and botany : 
pi^>ers remaining in his handwriting * show him to have de- 
voted much time to the latter subject ; and, with regard to 
another of his acquirements, it is but just to both parties to 

* On the Classification of BritiBh Plants, with their times of appearance, from 
actual obsenrations; &c. 
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State, that one of his sons, now a Lieutenant in the Royal 
Engineers, and employed on the government trigonometrical 
survey of Ireland, will acknowledge with gratitude the able 
assistance and instruction he has received from his father in 
abstruse mathematical calculations. 

Mr. Greatorex, in the course of an excursion to the British 
Lakes, in the autumn of 1817, made some important obsierv- 
ations on the barometer ; and put into successful operation a 
novel mode of measuring the altitude of mountains, with a view 
to check barometrical measurements. The result of his ex- 
periments he afterwards communicated to the Royal Society, 
who selected his communication for publication ; and, shortly 
afterwards, chose him a fellow of that learned body, on the 
recommendation of Dr. Young, foreign secretary to the so* 
ciety. Mr. Greatorex had for many years previously been a 
member of the Linnean Society* He was remarkable for his 
attachment to astronomy ; and possessed some of the most 
valuable instruments in Europe, particularly a telescope, by 
TuUy, which is acknowledged to be superior to every thing 
of the kind hitherto made. He was one of those gifted beings 
who appear to have the power of excelling in whatever they 
undertake : not only was he possessed of the more scientific 
attainments already mentioned, but he had also considerable 
talent as an artist; and his knowledge and good taste in 
paintings were undoubted. When young, his skill in archery 
placed him almost as the first bowman in England ; in testi- 
mony whereof, the prizes carried by him from some of those 
spendid meetings at which royalty attended, and strove for 
the palm of victory, are still in existence. He belonged to the 
club of Kentish Bowmen; of which the Prince of Wales, after- 
wards George the Fourth, was also a member; 

During the autumn of 1828, Mr. Greatorex, while attend- 
ing the Derby Musical Festival, was attacked by violent 
illness, which had much the appearance of gout. His medical 
adviser, knowing that his patient had much to go through in 
eeiiducting the festival, thought that circumstances justified 
strong measures. Mr. Greatorex was, in consequence, 

c c 2 
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reduced to the last stage of weakness, and with diifi- 
culty underwent the fatigue of his duties : and it is ■ with 
regret we state, that at snch a moment individuals were to be 
found to thwart his designs, and oppose him in a manner 
which his health did not allow him to resist. The result was 
failure ; and a heavy loss to the funds of the Infirmary was 
further occasioned by the persevering conduct of an influential 
individual, who scorned to listen to the reasoning of the con- 
ductor, then in no condition to enforce his advice. After the 
Derby Festival, he executed the still more laborious task of 
conducting the York and Manchester Festivals ; and returned 
home in a state of debility from which he never rallied. For 
three years he su£Pered the severest and most distressing illness, 
with exemplary fortitude and patience ; and, from love of his 
profession, resisted the entreaties of his family to relinquish his 
arduous duties, struggling hard against his malady. During 
his illness his mind lost none of its vigour; and he employed 
himself much in writing an article on Music, for an Encyclo- 
paedia now in course of publication, iand in adapting parts to 
various portions of the old masters^ for performance at the 
Ancient Concerts. 

Mr. Greatorex was well aware that his disorder must ter- 
minate fatally; and contemplated it with the calmness and 
resignation of a Christian and a philosopher. He disposed his 
worldly affairs in the best way for the interests of his family^ 
and placidly awaited the event which he saw approaching. Still 
his dissolution arrived at a time when least expected by himself 
or friends. He had retired from London to Hampton for a few 
days, imagining that change of air would afford him temporary- 
relief. Feeling better in health and spirits than usual, hie 
stayed later on the water than was prudent, ill pursuit of hisr 
favourite diversion of angling ; and a cold thus caught lEiccele- 
i*ated the catastrophe with awful rapidity. He breathed his last 
on the 18th of July, 1831. 

The funeral of Mr. Greatorex took place at Westminster^ 
Abbey, on the 25th of July : it was attended by three of hi» 
sons and nine particular friends as mourners^ besides several 
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miinent professors and amateurs. As a mark of respect to his 
memory, the Dean ordered the organ to be divested of the 
coverings erected round it in consequence of the preparations 
for the coronation; when the members of the choir, and the 
children of the Chapel Royal, sang Doctor Greene's fine 
anthem of *^ Lord, let me know my end." The service was 
performed by the Dean of Ripon, as Sub-dean, and Doctor 
Dakins, the Precentor; and the body was deposited near 
that of Doctor Cooke, in the west cloister. 

Mr. Greatorex's surviving family are a widow, six sons, and 
a daughter. The eldest son, though originally intended for 
the church, chose the profession of music; which he now suc- 
cessfully follows at Burton-upon-Trent. His second son is a 
lieutenant in the Royal Engineers. One is a solicitor; the 
others are young. He also left a sister, the wife of William 
Heyrick, Esq., of Shurmaston Lodge, near Leicester, a gen-r 
tleman of a highly respectable and ancient family. 

As a musician, good sense, Mr. Greatorex's inherent virtue, 
was his prominent feature. This, so absolutely indispensable 
in a teacher, together with a thorough knowledge of his art, 
rendered him one of the best masters of his day. The same 
mental quality was equally conspicuous in him as a conductor. 
All agreed in praising the manner in which music of every 
description was performed under his direction; though, latterly, 
many selections made for the Ancient Concerts have been 
justly impugned. But, in attaching blame, it ought to have 
been recollected that the conductor of a concert directed by 
princes and nobles holds only a ministerial office; that his 
plans are often frustrated, and his advice frequently neglected ; 
while prudential motives may impose silence on him, and in- 
duce him rather to bear unmerited censure on matters not 
connected with moral character, than risk offending those who 
possess much power to injure when they have the will to 
resent. 

His personal character may be summed up in a word, — he 
was a gentleman, in the best sense of the term. Benevolent 
in his nature, honourable in all his dealings, an excellent 
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husband and father, a constant, zealous friend, his memory 
will be cherished and revered by those who knew him, and be 
for ever free from any thing in the shape of reproach. The 
apparent reserve in his manner was the effect of abstraction, 
not of coldness, and entirely vanished when his attention was 
called to any subject that interested him. His opinion on all 
points was as uniformly correct as it was cautiously and tem- 
perately delivered ; and the goodness of his heart and excel-* 
lence of his understanding were such, that he who enjoyed his 
intimacy must have been either less imperfect than the gene- 
rality of men, or less observing, if he did not become both 
better and wiser by his example and conversation. 



For the foregoing memoir we are indebted to *^ The Har- 



monicon." 
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No. XXIX. 
THE RIGHT HONOURABLE JOHN TOLER, 

EAKL OF NORBURYi VISCOUNT GLANDIN£, AND BARON NOR- 
BURY, OF BALLYORENODE, IN THE COUNTY OF TIPPERARY; A 
PRIVY COUNCILLOR FOR IRELAND; AND LATE CHIEF JUSTICE 
OF THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS IN THAT KINGDOM. 

The family of Toler, originally from Norfolk, was established 
in Ireland by a captain in Cromwell's army ; and was distin- 
guished for its attachment to the cause of King William, in 
1688. 

The late Chief Justice was born December 3. 1745, and 
was the second son of Daniel Toler, of Beechwood, in the 
county of Tipperary, Esq-, by Letitia, daughter of Thomas 
Otway, of Castle Otway, Esq. He was called to the Bar in 
Michaelmas term, 1770; and in 1776 was first returned to 
the Irish House of Commons, as one of the members for 
Tralee. 

In 1781 he was appointed a King's Counsel; and in 1784 
we find him Chairman of the Quarter Sessions at Kilmainham. 
In the latter year he was elected one of the representatives of 
the borough of Philipstown, in the King's County ; his elder 
brother, Daniel Toler, Esq., who died in 1796, then being 
chosen one of the county members for Tipperary.* He was, 
at this period, a very useful orator on the part of the Govern- 
ment ; nor was his personal prowess unacceptable. A violent 
speech, containing threats towards Mr. Ponsonby, is recorded 
in the debates of the Irish House of Commons, in February, 
1797 ; and he challenged the notorious Napper Tandy, who 

* The estate of this gentleman is now enjoyed by his son-in-law, Sir Henry 
Osborne, Bart, who manried hia eldest daughter and co-heiress, Harriet ToUr, 
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declined the encounter. In 1789 he was appointed Solicitor* 
General of Ireland ; and, at the general election of 1790, he 
was chosen Member of Parliament for Newborough, in the 
county of Wexford. On the 7th of November, 1797, his 
wife was created a Peeress of Ireland, by the title of Baroness 
Norwood, of Knockalton, in the county of Tipperary. Mr. 
Toler was appointed Attorney-General of Ireland, July 16. 
1798 ; and sworn of the Privy Council on the 2d of August. 
He was, during that year, actively engaged in the prosecution 
of the Irish rebels. 

He was advanced to be Chief Justice of the Court of Com- 
mon* Pleas, December 20. 1800 ; and, on the 29th of the same 
month, was created Lord Norbury. He retained the Chief 
Justiceship until 1 827 ; when, on his retirement, he was re- 
warded with a pension of 3046/., and advanced to the titles of 
Viscount Glandine and Earl of Norbury, with remainder to 
his second son. 

As the recollections of the civil commotions in which he 
had played so remarkable a part began to subside. Lord 
Norbury was chiefly known from his reputation for wit and 
drollery. " Lord Norbury*s last joke" has been an ordinary 
title to a witticism in the newspapers: it is hardly necessary 
to add, that much was attributed to him which did not belong 
to him; and many a dealer in illegitimate puns, who was 
ashamed of owning his own productions, laid his spurious 
offspring at his Lordship's door. It is, however, matter of 
history, that the Court of Common Pleas of Dublin was fre- 
quently thronged with idlers, attracted by the amusement 
which was to be found in the humorous conduct of its pro- 
ceedings. The spirit of the Judge naturally extended itself 
to the Counsel ; his principal auxiliaries were Messrs. Grady, 
Wallace, O'Connell, and Gould, who played against each 
other, and occasionally involved the Court in such a general 
clamour, that it was difficult to determine, whether the ex- 
clamations of the parties, the protestations of the witnesses, 
the cries of the counsel, the laughter of the audience, or the 
stentorian voice of the Chief Justice, predominated. At length. 
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however, his Lordsliip's superiority of lungs prevailed ; and, 
like JEolus in his cavern, (of whom, with his puiFed cheeks and 
inflamed visage, he would have furnished a painter with a 
model,) he shouted his stormy subjects into peace. These 
scenes repeatedly occurred during a trial, until at last both 
parties had closed, and a new exhibition took place, on his 
Lordship's delivering his charge. It was thought that he 
had an habitual leaning to the side of the plaintiff; but he 
usually began by pronouncing high encomiums on the oppo- 
site party. For this the audience were well prepared; and 
accordingly, after he had stated that the defendant was one of 
the most honourable men alive, and that he knew his father, 
and loved him, he suddenly came, with a singular emphasis, 
which he accompanied with a strange shake of his wig, to the 
fatal ^^ but;" which made the audience^ who were in expect- 
ation of it, burst into a fit of laughter. He then proceeded to 
enter more deeply, as he said, into the case ; and flinging his 
judicial robe half aside, and sometimes casting off his wig, 
started from his seat, and threw off a wild harangue, in which 
but' little law, method, or argument could be discovered, 
amidst the anecdotes connected with the history of his early 
life, jests from Joe Miller, and others of his own, and sarcastic 
allusions to any of the counsel who had endeavoured to check 
him during the trial. He was exceedingly fond of quotations 
from Milton and Shakspeare ; which, however out of place, 
w^re very well delivered, and evinced an excellent enunci- 
ation. 

In the year 1826, when his Lordship was passed the age of 
eighty, his incompetency was alleged in the House of Com- 
mons, but denied by Mr. Goulburn and Mr. Peel. In the 
following year the charge was repeated, in a petition from Mr* 
O'Connell ; Mr. Scarlett presented it, but did not make any 
motion, in consequence of an assurance from Mr. Peel that 
the subject would be considered by government. Mr. Goul- 
burn in consequence called on Lord Norbury; and after a 
month, which was given his Lordship to consult with his 
friends, was told that Lord Combermere was his^ particular 
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friend, and that he had written to him at Calcutta. Mr. 
Groulburn, finding the matter was so procrastinated, and 
being conscious that Lord Norbury was as well qualified as 
he had ever been, was at a loss how to proceed. But, on Mr. 
Canning soon after taking the reins of government. Lord 
Norbury, feeling that under the new system he could not rely 
so entirely on the support of Minbters, wisely came to terms ; 
and, having stipulated for an earldom, resigned in favour of 
Lord Plunket. 

During a long enjoyment of lucrative offices, and in the 
practice of strict economy, Lord Norbury accumulated a large 
fortune. At the same time, he was an excellent landlord, and 
a gentle and forbearing master. In his deportment towards 
the Bar he was undeviatingly polite. 

Those who know the violence of political feeling in Ireland 
are well aware of the difficulty, or rather of the impossibility, 
of obtaining a temperate or a just estimate of the qualities of 
any public man whose conduct has rendered him obnoxious 
to a party. But, whatever difierences of opinion may exist 
with respect to other parts of Lord Norburjr's character, it is 
acknowledged by every body, that in private society he was 
one of the most agreeable and amusing companions that ever 
lived. Men, women, and children, all delighted in him. His 
animal spirits were unbounded ; and, endowed by nature with 
an acute wit, which he cultivated by constant Exercise, it was 
impossible to excel him in the art of setting and keeping the 
table in a roar. 

He was always a remarkably good horseman, and to his 
latter years appeared well mounted in the streets. When he 
rode to Court, as he did every day while a Judg^ he exhibited, 
for his time of life, great alacrity and spirit ; and as he passed 
Mr. Joy, whom he looked upon a6 his probable successor^ 
putting spurs to his horse, he cantered rapidly along. 

His death took place at Dublin, on the 27th of July, 1831 ; 
in the eighty-sixth year of his age. 

The Earl of Norbury married, June 2. 1778, Grace, 
daughter of Hector Graham, Esq., Secondary of the Irish 
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Court of Common Pleas, by Grace Maxwell, niece to John 
Lord Farnham. By this lady, who was created Baroness 
Norwood in 1797, and died July 21* 1822, his Lordship had 
two sons and two daughters : 1. the Right Hon. Daniel Lord 
Norwood, who succeeded his mother in that title in 1822, and 
has now succeeded to his fether's barony : 2. the Right Hon. 
Hector John, now Earl of Norbury and Viscount Glandine, 
having succeeded to those titles in virtue of the special re- 
mainder before mentioned; he married, January 1. 1808, 
Elizabeth, only daughter and heiress of William Brabazon, 
Esq., and niece to Sir Anthony Brabazon, of Newport, in the 
coun^ of Mayo, Bart, and has mie child, a daughter, so that 
neither brother has an heir apparent; S. Isabella; and, 4. 
Ledtia, who, in 1818, became the second wife of William 
Browne, of Browne's Hill, in the county of Carlow, Esq. 
brother-in-law, by his first marriage, to the Earl of Mayo. 

The will of Lord Norbury has been proved, and his per- 
sonal property sworn under 138,000/. 



With the exception of a single paragraph, we have ex- 
tracted this brief memoir from ^^ The Gentleman's Magazine.'' 
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No. XXX. 

ROBERT CHESSHER, ESQ. 

Amongst those distinguished individuals whose loss the 
public have recently experienced is Mr. Chessher, whose skill in 
medical science generally, but more especially in the treatment 
of curvatures of the spine and of malformation of the limbs, is 
universally known. He was a native of Hinckley, in Lei- 
cestershire ; and having lost his father during his infancy, and 
his mother having, whilst he was still a child, married Mr. 
Whalley, an eminent surgeon residing in Hinckley, under 
the care of the latter the lamented subject of our memoir laid 
the groundwork of that medical education which, in maturer 
years, ranked him amongst the first operating surgeons of his 
day. His general education he received in the Foundation 
School at Bosworth as a private pupil, and there he made 
great proficiency in the classics. 

Mr. Whalley's practice being very extensive, as at that 
time there were but few medical practitioners in the neigh- 
bourhood, his step-son was taken from school at an early 
period, and apprenticed to him; and now his mechanical genius 
b^an to develope itself. A case occurred of a fracture of 
radius and ulna, in a neighbouring village, at a small farm- 
house; and, during the time Mr. Whalley was making the 
customary preparations, the young assistant, by means of a 
book, some pieces of pasteboard, and such materials as were 
at hand, constructed a support for the fractured limb, which, 
on being applied, according to his own peculiar idea of placing 
the fractured parts, gave immediate relief to the patient; and 
it was continued throughout the time of attendance, without 
the possibility of improvement in its construction. A second 
case of the same kind soon afterwards occurred, but of a much 
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more severe nature; and here a similar support was of the 
most essential service: but the limb having threatened con- 
traction, a new mode of treatment was adopted ; and the parts 
being kept open until new substance had formed, by the aid 
of friction and motion, and a simple but necessary improve- 
ment in the support, this case, which was a very bad one, was 
in due time perfectly restored. In both these instances Mr. 
Whalley left the management principally to his step-son ; and 
wholly so in cases where the support of his own especial con- 
-struction was adopted. 

What we have stated will suffice to show the early genius 
of Mr. Chessher in combining mechanical with medical know- 
ledge; and when it is considered that the period alluded 
to was between sixty and seventy years since, both justice and 
candour will award him the praise of originality in his mode 
of treatment. All his leisure time was now devoted to the 
study of such measures as might obviate the contraction of 
parts divided by fracture. He had met with no treatise on 
the subject; and therefore his own experience, consequent 
upon a frequent occurrence of such cases, was the only guide 
of his practice. 

The early developement of his talents determined his 
parents to place the youth in London ; previously to which he 
had been under the tuition of a clergyman for two years, for 
the completion of his classical studies. At the termination of 
this period he was, at the age of eighteen, sent to town, under 
the auspices of Mr. John Wyatt, who consigned him to the 
care of Dr. Denman ; and in the family of that gentleman 
were spent some of the happiest years of Mr. Chessher's life. 
Here his superior talents had a wide field in which to display 
themselves. The Doctor's practice was at that period so ex- 
tensive as to embrace all classes in society; and his pupil's 
attendance was frequently required in the houses of distin- 
guished persons, until the Doctor, engaged elsewhere, could 
arrive. Mr. Chessher's juvenile appearance occasionally caused 
doubts to be expressed of his capability ; on which his friend 
would observe that, young as he was, he had perfect con- 
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fidenoe in his skill and judgment: these early introductions 
in cases of midwifery were of essential service to Mr. Chess- 
heCf and prepared him for his future successful career in his 
native place. 

His frequent attendance upon the poorer classes of Dr. 
Denman's patients, who almost invariably requested to be 
placed under the care of ** the young gentleman/' as he was 
called) gave him the finest opportunities of practical know- 
ledge. To his urbanity he probably owed the prepossession 
in his favour of those classes; while his firmness and patience^ 
under the most protracted cases, inspired them with perfect 
confidence in his skill and judgment. 

The numerous cases of infants dying in convulsions led his 
enquiring mind to a deep investigation of the cause; and 
having satisfied himself on this subject, his ideas were com- 
municated to the Doctor, who entirely coincided with his 
pupil's suggestions, which were acted upon with all the success 
that could have been anticipated. 

Much as Mr. Chessher's time was thus occupied, he could 
not forego his natural predisposition towards the union of 
mechanism with the noble art of which he was a professor. 
After two years spent in hourly improvement and usefulness 
under his kind friend Dr. Denman, he attended the lectures 
of Drs. Hunter and Fordyce; from which he took notes 
generally, but more immediately firom such parts as had re- 
ference to his own peculiar ideas : and to these lectures he 
ever afterwards acknowledged himself indebted for much of 
his future reputation. In the evenings of the days thus em- 
ployed, Dr. Denman was accustomed to lead his pupil into 
conversation, by asking what had been the subject of the lec- 
ture. The kind and simple mode of this enquiry drew forth 
an unreserved communication of ideas. On this particular 
point, and when alluding to Dr. Denman in after years, Mr. 
Chessher used to observe, that a great portion of young men's 
apprenticeships is lost for want of a little judicious intercourse 
between them and their masters. *^ When too great a dis- 
tance is required by the latter," he was accustomed to say. 
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<^ not only is genius repressed, but objectionable society i^ 
too frequently sought." It w^ after one of these lectures of 
Dr. Hunter that Dr. Denman enquired its subject Mr. 
Chessher replied, that Dr. Hunter had introduced into the 
theatre a person of the name of Jones, a staymaker, who 
represented himself as having invented an instrument cal- 
culated to afford relief in curvatures of the spine. Perceiving 
his pupil very earnest in his account, and knowing that he 
had adopted mechanical aids in some surgical cases, the Doc- 
tor encouraged him to continue the conversation ; and begged 
to know his opinion of Mr. Jones's apparatus, Mr. Chessher 
replied, that if any relief could be afforded by mechanism, a 
more surgeon^like method of treating such cases might be 
adopted. *^ Then," observed the Doctor, *^ I think sueh a 
branch of the profession might (advantageously for the pa- 
tient) be taken up by a lad of enquiring mind like yourself." 
This remark had its due weight, entering as it did so fully 
mto the views and inclinations of the person thus pointedly 
addressed: and, although surgery continued principally to 
occupy Mr. Chessher's time, his friend would not hear of his 
relaxing in his studies on the application of mechanical aids; 
his hesitation having arisen simply from the fear lest such 
studies might be considered as retrograding in the pursuit of 
a profession in which he so anxiously wished to excel. This 
objection obviated, after complying with Doctor Denman's 
desire that he would explain his views with respect to such 
matters upon the human skeleton, and the result having pro- 
duced a conviction on the Doctor's mind of his pupil's perfect 
mastery over the subject, Mr. Chessher determined to follow 
his friend's advice. 

It was at this time that Mr. Chessher suggested the advan- 
tage of periodical times of rest for the human frame (or what 
has since been called the lying-down system) ; with which sug- 
gestion, together with his reasons for recommending it. Dr. 
Hunter expressed himself perfectly satisfied. The Doctor had 
previou3ly in his lectures given his own ideas on the utility of 
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relieving the tender spine, by taking off the superincumbent 
weight of the head and other parts from the pelvis. 

On leaving Dr. Denman, whose friendship his pupil con- 
tinued to cultivate, and from whom he received an annual visit 
so long as health permitted, Mr. Chessher became House- 
Surgeon at the Middlesex hospital. In so populous a neigh- 
bourhood, he had full exercise for his skill, humanity, and 
perseverance ; as accidents were of daily occurrence, requiritig 
such aid as his peculiar mode of treating fractures enabled 
him to give. 

Mr. Wyatt, under whom Mr. Chessher was at one time 
dresser at the hospital, continually expressed his great satisfac- 
tion at the skilful and novel manner in which he proceeded to 
unite the parts after amputation. This mode required much 
patience, watchfulness, and attention ; but, as no fatigues ever 
made him relax in the improvement of his profession, his 
efibrts were unusually successful ; and the prospect of distinc- 
tion as a surgeon, amongst his immediate connections and 
friends, would have been constant incentives to his persever- 
ance, had such been needed. 

In consequence of his stepfather's death, Mr. Chessher 
returned to his native place; and immediately took upon 
himself the charge of an extensive practice. Possessing a com- 
petency, and desirous of improving himself in practical know- 
ledge, he employed much of his time in attending the needy 
poor, of whom there was a large proportion in his town and 
neighbourhood ; and whenever a novel case occurred under 
the care of any other practitioner, he would cheerfully offer 
his assistance, in the hope of suggesting some new remedy for 
the sufferer. 

The retiring manners of Mr. Chessher prevented his making 
those close and early friendships which are so often formed 
during the period devoted to academical studies : but he was 
beloved and respected by the boys of his own class ; and the 
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merit he discovered in them became the source of advantage to 
several in after years. Amongst the elder boys was one cele- 
brated for his superior skill in the classics, to whom Mr* 
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Chessher looked up with admiration of his splendid talents. 
The recollection of that youth's superiority in mental acquire- 
ments proved a stimulus to Mr. Chessher in his ardent pursuit 
of professional eminence; and having never lost the recollection 
of this bright example, on returning to his native place he 
sought out his highly gifted friend. Time and circumstances, 
however, bring about strange changes. He who had every 
capacity and opportunity of becoming an ornament to society, 
had, in consequence of dissipation, sunk amongst the lowest 
dregs of mankind. Shocked at his degraded situation, and de- 
termined to snatch from ruin one whom he had formerly so 
much admired, Mr. Chessher obtained the permission of his 
surviving parent to have this young man admitted as an in- 
mate under his maternal roof; intending to give him every 
opportunity of making his way in life. The object of his kind- 
ness, however, did not long survive this happy change; he 
died of an abscess, brought on by excessive drinking. To this 
anecdote Mr. Chessher would occasionally allude, in his con- 
versation with young persons, in order to impress on their 
minds the value of an active and useful life. 

After two years' practice at home, Mr. Chessher was intro- 
duced to the celebrated Dr. Kirkland, of Ashby de la Zouch, 
at a professional consultation ; on which occasion Mr. Chess- 
her performed an operation so skilfully and successfully, as to 
obtain for him the future respect and friendship of that 
eminent practitioner, who used jocosely to say, that *^ a peck 
of practice was worth a bushel of theory." Of the former the 
Doctor had plenty; as he resided in the neighbourhood of the 
coal mines, where accidents were. of. frequent occurrence. 
Both he and Mr. Chessher were always tenacious of saving a 
limb under the worst of symptoms ; and neither of them gave 
up the case as hopeless until every possible means had failed. 
In these and other cases of fracture Mr. Chessher's mechan- 
ical inventions were of essential service. His double-inclined 
plane, of a most simple construction, formed forty years since, 
with very little alteration since that time, afforded such incal- 
culable relief to the sufferers, as to aid materially in their 
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recovery. This machine ivas shown to some eminent practi<- 
tioners in London many years ago, and was afterwards adopt- 
ed very generally, alihoagb the credit of the invention, as is 
frequently the case, was never awarded to Mr. Chessher : but 
this he did not r^rd ; satisBed with the attainment of his 
object in its success and utility. 

Cases were now becoming frequent, requiring the umon of 
mechanical with surgical assistance; and neither time nor 
expense was spared in inventing and constructing every pos- 
sible machine to suit each particular case. Mr. Chessher^s 
original ideas were admirably brought into form by a clever 
working mechanic in his employ (Mr. Reeves); of whose 
talents as a smith he always spoke in terms of the hi^est 
praise. Under his workmanship, Mr. ChesshePs invention 
for die support of the spine was matured. In this early stage 
of its application, Mr. Chessher's attendance was required in 
the fiunily of a neighbouring gentleman, whose daughter had 
suffered materially ftom. a violent rheumatic attack. The 
muscles of this young lady's neck had become so greatly con- 
tracted as materially to distort the conntenanoe, which was 
one of great beauty ; and the spine had become considerably 
curved. Shocked at this sad spectacle, be wmted upon Dr. 
Vaughan of Leicester, the physician in attendance, to whom 
he proposed die adoption of his peculiar mode of treatment in 
such cases ; namely, relaxing by means of fomentations, mo- 
tion, and friction, as soon as possiUe ; and, lastly, when the 
parts should be sufficiently relaxed, to put on his support tx 
the spine, — by the ccxitiniied use^f which die head would he 
restored to its natural position, and the spbae^ being relieved 
of the superincumbent weight of the head, wonld gradualfy re- 
sume its erect state. Dr. Vaughan concurred in this mode of 
treatment ; and, in six months from the commencemei^ of the 
operations, the young lady was perfectly restored* Shordy 
after this Mr. Chessher paid a vint to his friend Dr. Denmaa, 
ia Ix>ndon; and having given him a history of thk case, the 
Doctor observed that, in his professional attendance at a no- 
bleman's house in town, he had se&a a young lady similarly a£> 
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flicted. On his describing the success of bis late pupil to Mr. J. 
Hunter (who also attended the family), that gentleman, with 
his accustomed liberality, requested a written account of the 
case ; to which, when sent to him (not without much diffidence 
on the part of Mr. Chessher), he gave bis most serious con<* 
sideration. So fully sad^ed was Mr. Hunter with the treats 
ment of the former patient, that he recommended the parents 
of the young lady whose case was then under omsideratton 
to place their daughter at Hinckley ; as, her complaint being 
of three years' standing, a proportionate time was requisite for 
its cure. This recommendation having been adopted, neariy 
the same remedies were used, with some additional macbiaeiy, 
in aiding the action of the bead ; which produced a more 
gentle and uniform motion than could possibly have been 
^eeted by the hand. In about eighteen months the patient 
was perfectly recovered. Many years afterwards, the same 
lady again became Mr. Chessher's patient, in eonsequence of 
a fractured arm, which did not recover its natural action from 
having been placed in a wrong position in the ^frfints. By 
the aid of motion, friction, and the apj^cation of a simple 
support, the arm was perfectly restored. 

In every case the general health of the patient, with proper 
medical treatment, was duly considered. Friction and mo- 
tion, as before observed, were Mr. Chessfaer^s powerful aux- 
iliaries, particularly in contractions ; but, as the hand is neither 
sufficiently steady nor effective, his motioning machines (which 
the patient might use periodically, without the assistance of 
an attendant) were constructed as an effectual agent. Instru- 
ments were then applied adapted to each particular case, and 
so constructed as to give the limb its true motion, keeping it 
in its natural position. A case may be here specified which 
exhibited at the same time Mr. Chessher's skill as a praetical 
surgeon, and the confidence placed in him as such. He was 
called to attend at a fiimily mansion in the neighbourhood of 
Hinckley, for the purpose of amputating the limb of a young 
lady who had met with a serious accident. She was returning 
from a ride on horseback, and crossing the.park, when a deer 
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sprang up, which caused the horse to start. The suddenness of 
the action threw her ; and she fell upon the inner edge of the 
ankle, the integuments of which gave way. The foot being 
forced from the malleolus internus, and the lower part of the 
tibia being fractured, the bones were driven out of the joint ; 
and a very small portion of the cartilage of the end of the 
tibia remained, with little bone to it, occasioning a large 
lacerated wound from the tendo achillis to nearly the fibula, 
more than half round the limb- Mr. Chessher was much 
pressed to amputate, and the young lady had perfectly resigned 
herself to what she considered this inevitable result ; but, de- 
termined if possible to save the limb, he earnestly requested 
a second examination. He now gained the patient's per* 
mission to take oiF a portion of the bone; which was safely 
done for more than an inch. She requested three minutes' 
rest ; and then told, her medical friend to act as he might 
think best. The' parts were then carefully put together, and 
placed on a temporary rest, until an effectual support could 
be_ prepared. . The' next object was to take a model of the 
perfect limb, from which the support for the fractured one was 
in part formed ; and the leg was so adjusted in the support as 
to let in the foot : thus preserving the natural shape of the 
limb, during the time in which improvement was going on. 
The limb was regularly watched, so as to guard against any 
•unnatural position ; a perfectly quiescent state being enjoined, 
and for a length of time. Eventually it was restored to its 
natural form, action, and substance. This young lady^ Mr. 
Chessher. observed, merited more commendation for patience, 
firmness, and resignation than he was capable of expressing. 
The gratitude of the family was unbounded ; and a more than 
common friendship for her medical benefactor continued to 
the latest hour of that lamented friend's existence. In this 
case bis double-inclined plane was, as usual, particularly 
useful; and, indeed, absolutely necessary. In all cases of 
fracture, \ Mr. Chessher would exhort the patient to abstain 
totally from bearing upon the limb for a much longer time 
than is usually enjoined by practitioners; and, whenever this 
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wad complied with, a strong and well-shaped limb was gene- 
rally the result. Time, he would say, must be given for the 
parts to acquire stability and simple ossification ; until which 
no exertion whatever of the limb should be used. 

In the application of his support for the : spine, no more 
extension was enjoined, or wished for by Mr. Chessher than 
to relieve the spine of the superincumbent weight of the head, 
or to take off this superincumbent weight from the pelvis ; 
only employing extension according to the growth or improve* 
ment of the patient. Those cases in which this injunction of 
moderate extension was obeyed were always the most success* 
ful, as by these means the parts had time to acquire strength. 
There have been cases in which a young lady, over desirous 
for recovery, has injudiciously and unadvisedly extended ^er- 
self, and thus lost the advantage she would have gained by 
progressive extension : but force formed no part of Mr. Chess- 
heFs system. A large portion of his patients, anxious to 
evince their gratitude, and to do justice to his mode of prac- 
tice, requested him to publish their cases. 

These being very numerous, and in many instances very 
similar, might aid the purposes of medical skill and science ; 
but, although they would well grace the pages of a medical 
treatise, they would not interest the general reader. The 
following may not, however, be improperly added to the few 
already described : it is that of a military officer, who suffered 
from angular curvature with total loss of limbs. He was per- 
fectly restored afler a comparatively short time, and resumed 
his military duties. It may be here observed, that, in all 
cases of angular curvature, the support for the spine was 
employed principally to prevent pressure upon thie diseased 
or injured bones, by taking ofi^ the superincumbent weight of 
the head ; from which support the suffering patient found im- 
mediate relief. All the cases alluded to are now in manuscript, 
and would in all probability have been published ; but Mr. 
Chessher's constant and arduous occupations lefl him little 
time for literary pursuits. 

It was for the public good that Mr. Chessher continued to 
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practise; for in the manuscript just alluded to be says: — 
<< My sole motive in making tliese obseryfttipds public, and 
for continuing my ptactice^ is from the convicition that the 
whole of the machinery now employed is capaUe of affording 
tss^tial benefit : for which reason I will not cease to carry 
on the business ; nor will I spare any expense or means to 
makfi it beneficial to posterity." 

At one timei Mr. Chessher was strongly solicited by several 
distingubfaed medical practitioners in London to settle there ; 
and probably he would have done so, but for the wish to give 
every possible advantage and encouragement to his native 
town. His conversations with youtig medical friends and 
others^ on various interesting subjects connected with his 
methods, are generally remembered ; and they who have to 
bring the knowledge he imparted into practice will, it is to 
be hoped, cause the effect of these conversations to be found 
beneficial to their patients* 

It was not until a few months of his decease that Mr. Chess- 
her felt any disposition to relax in his arduous occupations, 
f^or many previous years he had^ in the month of June^ been 
iqore or less subject to a catarrhous a£kcdon, from which 
he suffered for about a month ; that is, firom the middle of 
June until the same time in July. At these times hb patients 
were not only deprived of hb valuable services, but of hb 
society, which his friends greatly regretted ; and all united in 
welcoming his recovery as a renewal of cheerful days. He 
had a particularly happy mlimier in attaching children to him, 
and in occupying their attention whilst engaged in attending 
to their case ; and, after one vbit, the little patient would gene- 
rally anticipate with pleasure a second td its medical friend. 
Great love of the profession could alone have induced him 
to give up so many private comforts; for even hb times for 
taking rest and food were made to give way to an interesting 
case. In his few hours of leisure, however, he was particularly 
fond of conversing on agricultural sulgects; and, althoi^h not 
a practical agriculturbt, he would sometimes suggest ideas 
and improvements, which surprised many who had made 
agriculture their sole pursuit. 
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He entertained great respect for alU whatever was their 
station, who steadily pursued some useful object, and whose 
talents were directed (or the benefit either of themselves or of 
others; but the profligate and slothful, however charitable he 
might be to their failings, had no share of his personal regard : 
from this proper feeling might arise the very judicious way in 
which he left his munificent and excellent charity to the poor 
of his native place. At three different periods of the year, he 
appointed certain articles of clothing to be given to such de- 
serving persons as were not in the receipt of parochial relief; 
and on its first distribution there were some hundreds of 
applicants. Other charities will gready benefit by his ample 
legacies ; but one which he had intended to found and endow 
of himseli^and which was designed for the reception of pa^ 
tients, fi'om all quarters, afflicted with deformities of the spine 
and malforniation of the limbs, was never carried into exe- 
cution. On this, his favourite wish, he had conversed with 
many friends; and it is greatly to be lamented that his native 
town should be deprived of such a benefit, and that his wishes 
should have been frustrated. The very valuable collection of 
anatomical preparations which Mr. Chessher had, firom time 
to time, collected, vnth the greatest care and vHthout regard to 
expense, were a source of gratification to himself, and of ad- 
ventage to numbers, even amongst his patients ; to whom he 
would exhibit them with all the fervour and animation of his 
early days. Many anxious parents have been convinced by 
such demonstrations of the necessity for mecbanical means in 
their child's case. These preparations, with his medical 
books and machinery, he bequeathed to Mr. Ridley, the 
gentleman whom he appointed to succeed him, and who now 
follows the profession at Hinckley. 

The fortune Mr. Chessher had acquired, by great talent 
and unwearied industry, was considerable ; but his liberality, 
and the moderation of his fees, prevented an accumulation of 
great riches. He had fixed charges for those who had the 
means of remunerating him : but no sooner did he learn the 
inability of any one to meet the expense, than he rendered 
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those charges as easy as possible ; and, in many cases, none 
were made except for the machinery. Many poor chil- 
dren received gratuitous assistance; and several are now ob- 
taining a livelihood who, but for the means employed by this 
friend of the afflicted, would have remained cripples for life* 
In his habits of living, Mr. Chessher was very abstemious, 
although he kept the most liberal establishment; and long, 
very long, will his old patients and friends remember the 
cheerful and elegant entertainments given under his hospitable 
roof. He made it a point to serve his native place, by spend- 
ing his ample income amongst the different tradespeople; and 
the good thus effected was incalculable. 

In figure, Mr. Chessher was of the middle size; and his fine 
countenance had in it all the marks of great and peculiar 
genius. In general conversation he was full jDf anecdote; and 
to listen to his recollections of early life could not fail to 
enlighten his hearers. In conversing with the friends of a 
patient relative to a case, he was never betrayed into hasty 
observations, however tedious or minute might be the details.. 

Intentional injustice he would repel, but never resent ; and. 
in giving his opinions of others he was the most charitable of 
human beings, always seeking to extenuate where he could not 
praise, and wishing good to all mankind. He was a true 
Christian ; and, although making no outward display of re- 
ligion, his heart was ever alive to its hopes and consolations. . 

Long will his memory remain in the grateful remembrance, 
of his friends, and in the admiration of all who can feel and. 
appreciate the excellence of genius, united with industry and 
ennobled by virtue. 

Mr. Chessher departed this life on the 31st of January, 
1831. 



We have been favoured with the foregoing memoir from an 
authentic source. 
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No. XXXI. 

THE REV. PHILIP TAYLOR. 

Mr. Taylor was born in the parish of St George Colegate» 
Norwich, the 11th May, 1747. He was the eldest son of 
Mr. Richard Taylor, of that city, and grandson of that justly 
celebrated divine. Dr. John Taylor; whose admirable tract, 
<^ On the Value of a Child," was occasioned by his birth. 
Mr. Taylor's maternal ancestors had been, for two centuries, 
resident in the parish in which he was born. 

From his fifth to his seventh year Mr. Taylor attended 
the school of Isaac Jarmy, clerk of the Society of Friends in 
Norwich. His first classical instructor was his learned grand- 
father; and, in the year 1757, he accompanied him to War- 
rington, whither the Doctor removed, to fill the situation of 
Theological Professor in the Dissenting Academy then re- 
cently established there. For two years after this period he 
was under the care of Dr. Edward Harwood, an able classical 
teacher at Congleton, and author of the ^^Introduction to the 
Classics." He then returned to Warrington, and passed a 
year under his grandfather's roof; going daily to the free 
school, under the Rev; Mr. Owen. In 1760, he became a 
pupil, with his cousin, Dr. Rigby, afterwards of Norwich, of 
Dr. Priestley, at Namptwich ; whom he accompanied,^ in the 
autumn of 1761, to Warrington, in consequence of the sudden 
death of his grandfather, in the month of March of that year, 
and Dr. Priestley having been appointed classical tutor in 
the Academy. In the beginning of the year 1762 he lost his 
excellent father ; and, in the following autumn, he was re- 
moved to the Academy at Exeter, under the care of Mr. Mi- 
cajah Towgood, Messrs. Merivale, Hogg, and Turner. There 
he remained till 1765, when he again returned to Warrington, 
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and finished his theological course, under that excellent man, 
and accomplished scholar, Dr. John Aikin. 

In April, 1766, he preached for the first time in public, 
at Blakely, near Manchester. In September, 1767, he was 
chosen assistant to the Rev. John Brekell, minister of Kaye 
Street, in Liverpool ; whom he succeeded as pastor of the 
congregation upon his death, and was ordained thereto, July, 
1770, in the presence of eighteen ministers. In the year 
1771 he paid his first visit to Dublin, a voyage having been 
recommended for the recovery of his health ; and from this 
incident arose bis introduction into the &mily of the Rev. Dr. 
Weld, for whom he preached, and to whose only daughter he 
was afterwards married, in September, 1774; a connection of 
unalloyed felicity to both parties. Never was man more 
highly blessed in a virtuous and sympathising consort. Three 
years after this period he was invited over to Dublin as assistant 
to his &ther-in-law. Dr. Weld, and co-pastor with his much 
esteemed friend the Rev. Samuel Thomas; with whom he had 
^ previously been acquainted in 1764, when on a visit at Yeovil, 
where Mr. Thomas was then minister. Dr« Weld was the 
immediate successor of the learned Dr. Leland; and it is a re^ 
markable fact, that the ministry of Dr. Leland, Dr4 Weld, and 
Mr. Taylor embraced a period of more than 150 years. 

Whilst a student at Exeter, he contracted a warm and 
lasting friendship with James White, Esq., afterwards a bar- 
rister, with whom he continued to correspond until the death 
of the latter, in the year 1825; and whose steady attachment, 
notwithstanding their different professions and pursuits, was . 
a source of high enjoyment to the pure and benevolent mind 
of our venerable firiend. Drs. Enfield and Estlin, too, may 
be mentioned as kindred mind^ whose correspondence often 
delighted him. 

Mr. Taylor was eminently fitted to give and receive enjoy- 
ment from society. His cheerftil temper, his firank and cor- 
dial manners, his animated conversation, enlivened by humour 
and enriched with anecdote, rendered him a delightful and 
desired companion. But he never forgot, nor could any of 
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hb friends or associates be betrayed into forgetting the re- 
spect due to the character of a Christian minister. No one 
eyer felt under imprc^er restraint in his presence; on the 
coatrary^ he was the promoter of innocent cheerfulness upon 
all occasions : yet he was the last man with whom a scoffer 
or a libertine would have ventured to take a freedom. His 
musical acquirements contributed their aid to the charm of 
his society. Nature had gifted him with a voice of great 
power and excellent quality 3 and he had cultivated both vocal 
and instrumental music with considerable success. His taste 
was remarkably pure ; and some of his Psalm*tunes may be 
reckoned among the most perfect specimens of that description 
of composition. He was for many years a member of one of 
the musical societies of Dublini then adorned by the talents 
of Stevenson, Spray, Smith, and T. Cooke. His brethren in 
the ministry were particularly attached to him, and always 
delighted in his cheerful and entertaining society. With 
these distinguished social habits, however, he neglected not 
the domestic duties. His home to him was always the centre 
of happiness ; and from him that happiness was diffused to the 
humblest being within the reach of his influence. He was 
dearly loved by every inmate of his house. In his garden he 
took great delight ; and few could exCel him in horticulture. 
Many an affectionate friend will remember the order which 
pervaded it, and the luxuriance of its productions : but when 
in the evening, seated in the midst of his happy circle, he de- 
lighted all hearts with the beauty of his reading, and the excel- 
lence of his selections — it was in these hours he might he said 
to present a perfect pattern of benign enjoyment and domestic 
felicity. In all arrangements of life he was remarkably exact ; 
and his pecuniary engagements were fulfilled with scrupulous 
punctuality. To his friends and connections he was ever 
hospitable, and to his neighbours generous and kind. He 
took with him to the grave the blessings of the poor ; and as 
he never made an enemy while he lived, so his memory is 
sacred in the hearts of all who ever knew him. As a husband, 
a fatberi and a friend^ he stood pre-eminent; and, as a bright 



412 THE REV. PHILIP TAYLOR. 

pattern of Cbristian excellence, he presented a model which 
well and fitly illustrated the doctrines he impressed upon 
others. He possessed, in a remarkable degree, attachment to 
all the members of his family, and also to his native city ; and 
though early separated from his paternal roof, neither time 
nor distance had the power to weaken those bonds of afiection 
which united him to them. Of his numerous relations, 
there was not one in whose welfare he did not take the in- 
terest of a father or a brother ; and, during his long life, this 
delightful union of hearts was never, in a single instance, 
broken or impaired. He was accustomed, about every seventh 
year, to visit Norfolk, there to assemble his relations around 
him : and never were the interchanges of family affection 
more sincerely and conspicuously manifested. His feelings on 
one of these delightful occasions are thus described in a letter 
to his colleague, the Rev. Joseph Hutton, in the summer of 
1796: ** I cannot," he says, *^ express how much I am 
affected by the kind and unremitting attentions of all my dear 
relatives to fill up «every hour in rational enjoyment which 
sleep does not occupy. We are at my brother John's, where 
we are enjoying the constant feast of his company and con- 
versation ; to which few women could add so much as the very 
uncommon and elevated character with which it has been his 
merited good fortune to become united. This is to be our 
grand week of family union. Our meeting will be large, and 
promises as much happiness as can reasonably be hoped for. 
Yet tell the worthy members of our flock," he adds, " that their 
absent pastor, even amidst these scenes of abundant domestic 
gratification, is never forgetful of them, or indifferent to their 
interests. I rejoice to hear of their general welfare. I beg 
you will present my affectionate regards to all, as you shall 
happen to see them ; and express the pleasure I have in the 
hope of returning to them, with better health and capacity to 
serve them as I could wish." (Dated Norwich, July 19. 
1796.) 

Mr. Taylor was a Nonconformist of the old school : steady, 
conscientious, unflinching in his attachment to the principles 
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of civil and religious liberty, though at a period and in a coun- 
try in which such a consistent profession was not easy. His 
earliest religious and political impressions were formed at a 
time when the attempt of the Pretender to regain the crown 
of his ancestors was a comparatively recent event ; and when, 
among the Dissenters in particular, popery and slavery were 
terms seldom disunited. Among his first associates in the 
ministry, were those who had been actively engaged in op- 
posing that puny bantling of legitimacy in his march to Derby; 
and his future residence in Ireland was not likely to induce a 
forgetfuliiess of the evils and errors of popery. Hence pre^ 
jiidice might have led him, as it did many of his less con- 
sistent Dissenting brethren both in Ireland and England, to 
question the propriety of granting to the Catholics -a full en- 
joyment of their civil rights : but he was governed, not by 
prejudice, but piwciple j and therefore he was a decided advo- 
cate of Catholic emancipation. Firm and unbending, how- 
ever, as he was, in attachment to the principles of noncon- 
formity, he numbered among his friends men of all religious 
persuasions. Among these were Dr. Law, the late Bishop of 
Elphin; and Dr. Brinkley, the present Bishop of Cloyne. 
With the former of these learned and accomplished dig- 
nitaries of the established religion he lived on terms of cordial 
amity. 

Mr. Taylor's pulpit exercises were distinguished by a cor- 
rect style and chaste elocution. His appearance and delivery 
were so earnest and dignified, that no one could listen to his 
discourses without advantage. His devotional services were 
always simple, pure, and impressive : it was in this delightful 
part of the public worship of the sabbath that he peculiarly 
excelled ; and flowing, as his prayers did, from a truly pious 
heart, they seldom failed to engage the responsive Amen of 
every hearer. 

On the 8th of October, 1820, afler a happy union of forty- 
six years, Mr. Taylor was deprived by death of the faithful 
friend and partner of. his life. Possessed as she was of a 
mind highly cultivated, of manners the most refined and 
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amiable, and piety as warm as it was sincere and deeply 
rooted, no wife or parent, no friend or loved companion, was 
ever consigned to the grave amidst more lively or general 
regret She possessed a heart which overflowed with charity 
and benevolence. It was impossible to know her withoot 
loving and respecting her pure character ; and in every re- 
lation of life she shone bright and conspicuous to the last. 

We now come to the concluding events of Mr. Taylor's 
life. On the 29th of April, 1827, when he had been sixty years 
an officiating minister, the last fifty of which he presided over 
the congregation in Eustace Street, Dublin, his increasing 
infirmities suggested to him the prudence of retiring from the 
pastoral office. In the letter which announced his determin- 
ation, he says, " While still allowed to retain some litde power 
of body and mind, I trust that I shall conclude my public 
labours ntm with a better grace than if compeUed to abandon 
them by a sudden and total incapacity.^ After gratefully ac- 
knowledging the kind indulgence and affectionate regards of 
his flock, during nearly fifty years of fats ministry, he concludes 
in this beautiful and impressive language : <* It is my fervent 
hope and prayer to the Fountain of all Wisdom^ that He may 
preside over your deliberations on this important business, 
and direct you to the choice of a successor to myself who is 
rich in spiritual gifts and graces, and abounding in all those 
amiable qualities of the heart which can make him to you a 
useful and acceptable minister, imd to my ever and lughly 
esteemed friend and colleague a welcome and affectionate as- 
sociate.'' If otwithstanding this letter, he condnued to c^Sciate 
until the i^pointment of his successor, the Rev. James Mar- 
tineau, in whose ordination he bore a part, on the 26tii of 
October, 1828 ; on tiie last day of which month he was pre- 
sented by his affectionate flock with a most gratifying mark of 
their esteem and love. 

He continued for nearly three years after this period in the 
enjoyment of comparative healtii, and an almost enviable 
cheerfiilness of mind and spirit ; and at length, by a gradual 
and almost imperceptible decline, sank to rest •* My spirit,* 



THE REV. PHILIP TAYLOR. 415 

he beautifully says, in that instrumeDt which, as it were, 
closed his earthly career, <^ I resign into the hands of that 
gracious God who gave me being, and hath crowned a long 
life with innumerable mercies ; humbly hoping that, through 
His continued goodness, my soul may be redeemed from the 
power of the grave to the possession of complete and enduring 
happiness in a better world to come/' 

Mr. Taylor's death took place at his residence, Harold's 
Cross, near Dublin; on the 27th of September, 1831. 



With some very slight abridgments, the foregoing m^noir 
has been extracted from ^ The Monthly Repository." 
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LETTER FROM SIR GEORGE MACKENZIE. 

To the Editor of the Annual Biography and Obituary. 

Sir, 
A FEW days since I accidentally opened *^ The Annual 
Biography and Obituary;" and, turning to the notice of the late 
General Stewart of Garth, I was astonished to see the perse- 
vering injustice which marked his own conduct, and that of 
his friends, towards his lamented commander at the battle of 

Maida, ' during his life, and which has been continued by the 

• • • 

latter since his death, notwithstanding many public contradic- 
tions. The "mhole merit of the 78th regiment is made to 
appear as if it had centred in Major Stewart, who acted his 
subordinate part but a very short time during the engagement 
at Maida, having been wounded early in the battle. It is ex- 
ceedingly unpleasant to say any thing disrespectful of the dead: 
but General Stewart knew perfectly that the fulsome pane- 
gyrics which were poured upon him latterly, in regard to that 
battle, were not merited; but he did not ^ step forward, as a 
generous man ought to have done, to acknowledge that he did 
not command the regiment. Lieutenant-Colonel M^Leod, 
son of the venerable Sheriff of Ross-shire, and my brother-in- 
law, commanded the regiment; and, for his excellent conduct, 
received the approbation of his General and of his country. 
Let those be appealed to who were in the battle, and who 
may yet survive ; or their friends to whom they narrated the 
events of the battle. I have no desire to detract from the real 
merits of General Stewart. He did his duty; but what 
officer or man at Maida did less ? He did no more ; nor do 
I claim more for my brother-in-law, who fell afterwards in the 
unfortunate expedition to Egypt. Every one knows that the 
duty of a British officer is to distinguish himself, in whatever 
station he may be placed. All I maintain is, that it is 
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ungenerous and unmanly to seek distinction at the expense of 
others ; and this I must say has been the case in all that relates 
to the battle of Maida and General Stewart. 

I knew General Stewart personally ; and knew him to be a 
worthy man, and of considerable talent. But his failing was 
an inordinate love of praise, and which was furnished to him 
in heaped measure with little discrimination ; and he had 
not courage to do justice to his lamented commander and 
friend, lest he should lose some portion of that on which he 
appeared to feed. With this &iling, he was a good man, and 
a good officer ; and it is with sincere regret that the strain of 
the paragraph at page 452. of your volume for 18S1, forces me 
to request that in your next you will give a place to this letter, 
and which request your sense of justice I trust will at once 
comply with. 

I am, Sir, 
Your most obedient, humble Servant, 

G. S. Mackenzie. 

Core, 7th Sept. 1831. 
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A» most perseyering anxiety for the com- 

fort, relief, and cure of his patients, to 

J1.DDISON, John Romaine, Esq., the whaterer rank of life they might belong, 

last relation of the celebrated Joseph In society he uniformly exhibited the 

Addison ; at Strasburg ; aged 23. urbanity and manners of a gentleman ; 

This amiable and accomplished young among his friends he was hospitable, 

gentleman was educated in the Uni- eheerml, easy, and as wUling to be 

▼enity of Edinburgh, and intended to pleased as he was capable of pleasing, 

take out the degree of Doctor of Medi- If he has not added greatly to the stock 

dne. He some time since set out on a of medical science by his writings (for 

tour through the most romantic districts he had no leisure for such compositions), 

of the Highlands, and subsequently vi- he displayed his knowledge of medicine 

sited the south of England. He re- by 'a most extensive and successful 

mained a few days with a relation at practice ; and he preferred the gratifi- 

Maidstone, went over to the Continent, cation of having living witnesses, who 

and was drowned while bathing at owed their health to his judgment and 

Strasburg. — GenUeman*t Magaiane* skill, to the publication of theories, 

however ingenious, and to the com- 
mendation of professional'critics. His 
life was prolonged to a period beyond 

B. the common limits of mortality ; and in 

proportion to its length were its value 

BADELEY, John, M.D., July 24. and utility demonstrated. He lived 

1831; at Chelmsford, aged 83. esteemed, beloved, and respected; he 

He was the youngest and last surviv- died honoured and lamented, 
ing son of Samuel Badeley, Esq. of Dr. Badeley married, in 1790, Char- 

Walpole, in SuifcA. He took his de. lotte, daughter of Can- Brackenbury, 

gree of Doctor in Medicine at Edin- Esq., by whom he has left two sons and 

burgh, September T2. 1771, after hav- two daughters. The former are John 

ing pursued the regular course of studies Can* Badeley, of Caius College, Cam- 

at that University ; and had practised bridge, M. D., who practises as a phy- 

at Chelmsford for the period of £fty- sician at Chelmsford; and Edward 

nine years. So long identified with that Liowth Badeley, M. A. of Brazenose 

town and the county of Essex, it may College, Oxford. Tl\e Rev. Samuel 

justly be said, that he has left a void not Badeley, LL.B. Vicar of Ubbeston, 

easily to be filled, whether we consider in Suffolk, is, we believe, their cousin, 
him as a msitn, physician, or friend. To The remains of this venerable gentle- 

his profession he brought an acute pene- man were interred on the night of Sun- 

tration, a solid judgment, a benevolent day, July 81., in the family vault, which 

cue, great suavity of address^ and a is in the churchyard, nearly opposite 
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to Dr. Badeley's late residence. In rechosen for Bristol at the general 
compliance with the wishes of the de- election of 1802. In June, 1803, he 
ceased, the funeral took place by torch- resigned that office in favour of Mr* 
light; and the mourners, in conse* Tierney, who was considered a great 
quence of the extent (^ his acquaintance, acquisition to the ministry. On the 
were confined to the family, his very in- 12th of August following a new writ 
timate ftiend Mr. Baron Garrow, hie was ordered for Bristol, Mr. Bragge 
servants and tenants, and ten profes- having accepted the stewardship of the 
sional gentlemen of the town and Chiltern hundreds; he was re-elected, 
neighbourhood. The service was read after having, during the vacancy, re- 
by the Rev. H. L* Majendie. — Chn- ceived the appointment of Secretary of 
UetHan^i Magaxine, War, the business of which department 
BATHURST, the Right Hon. he executed until Mr. Pitt's return to 
Charles Bnigge, D. C. L., a Privy power in May, 1804. In the following 
Councillor, a Bencher of Lincoln's month he divided against the Additional 
Inn, and formerly Chancellor of the Force Bill, which was the first efficient 
Duchy of Lancaster ; August 20. measure dT the new administration ; 
1881 ; at his seat, Lydney Park, Glou- but in April, 1805, he voted in favour 
oestefshire. of Mr. Pitt*s amendment relative to Lord 
He was the eldest son of Charles Melville, in the measure of whose im- 
Bn^;ge, of Cleve Hall, in Gloucester- peachment he concurred, 
shire, Esq., by Anne, daughter of Ben- On the death of Anne, widow of his 
jamin Bathurst, of Lydney, Esq., brother-in-law. Pool Bathurst, Esq., 
F. R.S., and successively M. P. for May 5. 1804, Mr. Bragge succeeded 
Cirencester, Gloucester, and Mon- to Lydney, and the other estates of that 
mouth; nephew to Allen, first Earl branch of the family of Bathurst ; and, 
Bathurst on the 24th of October following, re- 
Mr. Bragge was educated at Win- ceived the royal licence to assume the 
Chester, under Dr. Warton, and then name. 

elected to a Fellowship at New College, After the dissolution of Parliament 
Oxford, as founder's kin. HetookSie in 1806, Mr. Bathurst waA appointed 
degree of B.C.L. December 17. 1785; Master of the Mint; which office he 
and was created D.C.L. June 16. 1814. retained until 1810, when he was sue- 
Having been called to the bar, he was ceeded by his cousin, the present Earl 
lor many yean a leading counsel at the Bathurst. On the 22d of June, 1 81 2, he 
quarter sessions at Gloucester, where was appointed Chancellor of the Duchy 
his talents and eloquence were much of Lancaster; in which office he con- 
admired. His cousin Earl Bathurst, tinned until Jan. 1823. He was r». 
whilst Lord Chancellor, presented him elected for Bristol in 1806 and 1807, in 
with the office of Clerk of the Pre- 1812for Bodmin, and in 1818 for Har- 
aentotionfl. At die general election of wich. H.e had a pension of 3502. charged 
1796 he was elected M. P. lor Bristol ; on the Civil List, granted him in 1826 ; 
and on the 14th of December that year, and his widow enjoys lOOOf. per an- 
when Mr. Fox moved a vote of censure num, granted her at three several times, 
on the ministry, Mr. Bragge moved the 600/. in 1823, 3001. in 1825, and 1002. 
amendment, which was carried on di- in 1829. 

vision by a majority of 104. He was Mr. Bathurst married, Aug. 1. 1788, 
one at the secret committee of fifteen, Charlotte, youngest daughter of An- 
nominated Kov. 15. 1797, to examine thony Addington, M.D., and hadanu- 
into the situation of the Bank of Eng- merous family. — Gentlenuin'i Magazine. 
land, and afterwards brought up the BECKWITH, his Excellency 
report as Chairman. In 1799, we find Lieut- Gen. Sir Thomas Sydney, 
him acting as Chairman of the Com- Knight, K. C. B., K. T. S., Com- 
snittee of Supply. mander of the Forces at the Presidency 
In 1801, on the formation of the of Bombay; Jan. 19. 1831; at Ma- 
ministry headed by Mr. Addington lableshwar Hills, 
(now Viscount Sidmouth), whose sister Sir Thomas Beekwitfa was a son of 
Mr. Bragge bad married in 1788,. he Major- Gen. John Beckwitb, who corn- 
was appointed Treasurer of the Navy, manded the 20th Regiment at the 
in the room of the Hon. Dudley Ryder battle of Minden, and brother to the 
(now Earl of Harrowby), and was late Rt Hon. Gen. Sir George Beck- 
sworn a Prtvy Councillor. He was with, G. C. B. He was appointed 
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Lieutenant in the 71st Foot in 1791, proved to the highest degree of beauty: 
Captain in the army in 1795, in Mao- His British Sbakspeare and Poets wUI 
ningham*s corps of Riflemen (after- always be esteemed as models of ele^ 
wards the 95th Foot and Rifle Brigade) gance, of chaste typography, and beau* 
1800, Major 1802, Lieut.- Colonel 1 80S. tiful embellishment; and though up- 
He served in Spain and Portugal, and wards of fifty years have elapsed since 
was present at the battles of Vittoria, their production, and though the art of 
Corunna, and Busaco, for which he typographical ornament has followed 
wore a medal and two clasps. In 1810, the impuUe which his taste and genius, 
he was appointed to the staff in the first gave to it, the present day very 
army in Spain, as Deputy Assistant seldom produces any thing equal ta 
Quartermaster. General ; in 1812, was some of the early productions of his 
promoted to be Assistant Quartermas- fancy. His manners were entitled to 
ter- General ; and afterwards served as a d^ree of praise at least equal to his 
Quartermaster- General in Canada. He taste and genius,— they were ezceed- 
was knighted May 29. 1812, on occa- ingly pleasing, social, and manly. Per- 
son of his standing as proxy for his haps few men were ever so much la- 
brother at the installation of the Bath ; mented byliis friends and acquaintance* 
on the 11th of March, 1813, he was as all his domestic qualities were sucb 
allowed to wear the insignia of Knight as greatly to endear him to them. But, 
Commander of the Tower and Sword, above all, it would be unjust to omit 
received for his services in tlie Penin- the admirable qualities of his heart, 
sula ; and be was appointed a Knight He was kind-hearted to an excess. 
Commander of the Batli, on the exten- which prudence could scarcely justify ; 
sion of the Order, Jan. 5. 1815. generous beyond the bounds of caution ; 

He attained the rank of Colonel in. and so exempt from selfishness, as to 

1811, of Major- Gen. in 1814, Colonel- find more pleasure in planning for 

commandant of the Rifle Brigade in others than for himself. His latter 

1827, and Lieut-Gen. in 1R30. He years were passed in much retirement, 

was appointed Commander-in-chief at and found a refuge from the storms of 

Bombay in the month of May, 1830. the world in devout and religious 

Sir Thomas had an only son, who preparation for the final close of life, 

bore his own names, and was a Captain in the bosom of his family, gratefully 

in the Rifle Brigade : he died at Gibral- attached to him, and who lament hia 

tar, March 21. IS28. '•^ Genileman^t loss as the loss of the kindest father, 

Magaxine. benefactor, and friend. — BelCs Weekli^ 

BELL, John, Esq. at Fulham, in Messenger. 
the county of Middlesex, in the 86th BKLSON, Major-Gen. Sir Charles 

year of his age, to the universal regret Pliilip, K. C. B. ; Nov. 5. I^SO, at 

of all his family, friends, and a large Blackheath, aged 56. 
circle of acquaintance. Mr. Bell was This ofliicer entered the service in 

one of the most marked men of his 1794, in the 13th regiment of foot; and 

age ; he possessed a masculine under- served in the West Indies, in the cam-> 

standing, which a long course of observ- paign of that and the following, years at 

ation, and a particular quickness and St. Lucie, Martinique, and St. Vincent; 

facility in observtng, had very highly at the attack of the French redoubts; 

cultivated — so as td -have given him a and in the Charib country, where he 

judgment as just and exact as his powers was wounded. He served also during 

of perception were vigorous and acute, all the operations of Sir . Ralph Aber- 

To the same quality of mind he was cromby in the Leeward Islands. In 

Indebted for a taste as elegant and re- July, 1795, he was removed to a Lieu^ 

fijied asever belonged to any degree of tenancy in a troop attached to the 6tb 

intellect. He had an instinctive per- West India Regiment, and served in 

ception of what was suitable and beau- St. Domingo when the British cavalry 

tiful in every possible combination of operations were extensive in that settle- 

the Arts. In the department of the ment. In January, 1797, he purchased 

Fine Arts his imagination was poetical a company in the 9th n^ment of foot ; 

in the highest degree. In the em- which was soon after sent home from 

bellished works which from time to the West Indies. He continued to serve 

time isslied from his press, every thing in it in various parts of England, and in 

that was little was elegant, and every Guernsey, until April, 1799, when he 

thing that admitted ornament was im- exchanged into a troop in the 7th light 
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dragoons. In 1799, he embarked in BROWN, Mather, Esq., June 1. 
the expedition for the Helder; and was 1831, at his apartments in Newman 
present at the several actions of the Street. 

19lh of September, the 2d, Sd, and 6th It was wisely observed by the great 
of October, &c. Upon the latter day Lord Bacon, " that a love for poetry 
he commanded the cavalry detached did not necessarily imply a genius for 
under Col. Macdonald, which, with the poetry." So with other arts : for if an 
reserve of the army, attacked the French ardent love for painting joined to per- 
lines. In this action he was wounded, severance could have made a man a 
and had his hone killed under him. painter, Mr. Mather Brown would' inw 
He continued with the regiment until dubitably have become as eminent as his 
1804, when he purchased a Majority ; honoured master, Mr. West, or as 
and on the 24th of November of that Michael Angelo himself ; for he was 
year the Lieut.. Colonelcy of the 28th devoted to painting, and fagged to the 
regiment. This distinguished corps he last, though arrived at a period of life 
commanded for many years, in the beyond that allotted by the divine poet 
various expeditions and campaigns in to man : and yet his want of success 
which it has been employed, including neither lessened the daily term of hts 
the expeditions to Walcheren in 1809, labours, nor abated his enthusiasm, 
and the campaigns in the Peninsula, even to the measure of a seruple< 
He commanded the brigade in which Happily for him, in his sunny days he 
tile 28th regiment was placed at Barossa laid by something in store for the day 
and at Waterloo. At the former battle that was to come; and be could afford* 
Colonel Wheatley's brigade, consisUng to purchase canvasses and panels and 
of the 28th, 67tb, and 87th regiments colours, and hire models, and amuse 
(from that officer's horse being shot, himself in accumulating historical pic- 
and hioiself unable to join), fell to his tures, and poetical pictures, and por- 
command : it took the eagle from the traits, and pictures of all sizes and on all* 
8th French regiment, and greatly dis- subjects, as they rung the changes on his 
tiaguished itself. At Waterloo, (being never flagging fancy: and could view 
then Colonel, by brevet of June 5. them, too, with that self-satisfaotion which 
1813,) he succeeded early in the day, rendered himbappy in hts canvass-crowd- 
upon the fall of Sir Thomas Picton, to ed studio, in spite of legions of surround* 
the command of Major-Gen. Sir Janies- ingcritics, numerousas Satan's evil spirits 
Kempt*s brigade ; condstmg of the arrayed by Field Marshal Beelzebub on 
26th, 32d, and 95th regiments, and the banks of the fiery lake. Mather- 
bad two horses killed under him, and Brown — was a philosopher, 
two wounded in three places. The- There was a time, though, when Mr. 
square' of the 28th regiment maintained Brown participated in the public patron- 
ilsdf at Quatre Bras for an hour and a age which, past its dawn, b«^an to warm 
half against the attacks of cuirassiers in with its rays the native school of art. 
their front, and bodies of lancers upon Boydell had commenced his Shakspeare 
two other jfaces, whilst the artillery con- Gallery, a project in which this painter, 
tinved to play upon it, and other bodies who was a man of discernment, had aid. 
of the enemy were formed in the stand- ed with his counsel ; and his friend Boy^ 
ing corn, watching for the efieet made dell commissioned him to paint some of 
by the cannon shot to penetrate the the subjects for that splendid national 
square : the latter, however, advanced work. The recollection of this proud 
upon them in double quick time, and period of his professional prosperity was 
repulsed all their attacks. This officer dear tahis old age, as to pious heathens 
was soon afterwards placed upon the of old their household gods. The sphere 
staff.of the Duke of Wellington. He of his honours was still widened by his 
was nominated a Knight Commander being employed to paint portraits of 
of the Bath on the enlargement of that their Majesties George the Third and 
Order in 1815; and be received the Queen Charlotte, and other members of 
brevet of Major- Gen. on the birth-day the Royal Family. Indeed, towards the 
of the Prince Regent in 1819. Sir latter end of the last century he enjoyed 
Charles had the honour of wearing a considerable practice as a portrait-, 
cross and two clasps, for the battles of painter, and for several years occupied' 
Corunna, Barossa, Vittoria, Pyrenees, a spacious house in Cavendish Square. 
Nivelle, and Nive. — Royal MlUary Here he painted whole-lengths, half- 
Ctdendar, . lengtlis, kit-cats, and three-quarter pic<^ 
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tureiof manyU>rdiaiidkidi6f,«fidothen, tion wks brought to the hammsr fa the 

people of rank, and some of that fttU apring'of 1889» scarcely a day passed 

higher class, according to Sir Godfrey that be did not proceed thither to his 

Kneller's appreciatioii, whom he denom- devotions before his great idols, th* 

inated ** God's own nobility;** namely. Scriptural pictures pttnted for the King* 

men highly gifted with genius, ** arcfai- To use his own words, '< he worshipped 

tects of their own fortune and fame.*' them by day, and they were even before 

He was, moreover, the painter of certain him as delightftil visions of the night*" 

subjects from which were engraven Knowing bis venerable master as he did, 

some of the most popular j^nts ; the and intimately acquainted as be was 

Marquis Comwallis receiving as host- with his professional and social habits, 

ages the sons of Tippoo Saib, the tyrant and being on terms so familiar with the 

pf the ' East, being of the number, many distinguished persons who from 

These productions, marking the taste of year to year were wont to assemble in 

the times, at least may serve to refer to, almost duly morning conclave in ids 

as links in the chronological chain of the gallery, it is to be regretted that Mr. 

arts. His works, which were usually Brown had not kept a diary of the say«i 

outside the threshold of mediocrity, ings and doings of such a coterie. In^ 

pleased the public; for they amounted in deed Mr. Brown, had he been so dia- 

talent to a level with the intellect of the posed, was well qualified to write the life 

people, and were collected by all but the of bis illustrious master; for he was a 

enlightened few •^- and few they were man of reading, had received a liberal 

indeed compered with the million, even education, and was, moreover, a great 

less than half a century ago •— in this observer of « men and things." As 

then boasted ''great intellectual na- such a work might have reasonably oon* 

tion»" tained much artbtioal chiuchat, he 

A certain critic in a slashing review could have rendered it rich in that 

of a very large historical picture, which choice material ; far no man vras more 

made an extraordinary sensation some folly acquainted with the history of all 

ten or twelve years since, by way of that appertained to the British School 

salvo to the scourging inflicted, consoled than he. 

the painter with •— « But we are ready to Mr. Brown of late years lived much 

admit that it requires no small eiertion alone, and hence it is to be inferred ac- 

of intellect to paint even an indifferent quired habits too frequently allied to 

great historical subject." So applying solitude,-- -carelessness of personal ap» 

this, which referred to another, to the pearanooi He was remembered as a 

labours of Mr. Mather Brown, he fine personable man, who dressed well, 

did ^-^ and, what is more extraordinary. Of late his appearance was that which 

towards the very latter period of his lifh would imply poverty and wretdiedness ; 

*— produce a picture d the Resurrec» and so lost had he become to what the 

lion, in which the carnations were custonls of society such as he had formed 

painted with a purity that approx.> a part of demanded, that his presence 

imated to fine colouring* He did, excited emotions of |>ity and disgust^— 

moreover, in the prime and vigour of though pity predominated, as his man- 

his career, produce an occasional por* ners were stiU gentlemanly, and his con* 

trait that possessed some qualities versation polite. He could not be 

which were considered orthodox even regarded latterly but as an intellectual, 

by his brethren of the palette. We rtiin tottering on the brink of the graven 

record these things with satisfaction, '^Library of the Fine Artt. 

In justice to the memory of our old BROWN, Robert, Esq., well known 

friend Mr. Brown. by his excellent agrlcultunl writings } 

This gratleman was a native of. Feb. 14* 18S1 ; at D)7lawhiU, East 

America ; and, coming to England Lothian, in his 74Ui year, 

whilst yet a young man, he became a He was born in the village of East 

pupil of the late Mr. West, universally Liikton, where he entered itito business : 

then acknowledged « the greatest histo» but his natural genius soon led him to 

rical painter of the age." His admir*. agricultural pursuits, which he followed 

ation of the talents of his preceptor, who with singular success. He commenced 

was ever kind to his disciple, amounted his agriculturAl career at Westfortune, 

almost to idolatry ; and during the years and soon afterwards removed to Markle. 

that Mr. West's gallery remained open, Mr. Brown was ^ contemporary and inti- 

evett to the period when his vast collec mate acquaintance o£ the late Geoiige 
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Rennie, Esq., of Phantassie, and to the pointed Clerk of the Ordnance, Feb. IS* 

memory of them both agriculture owes 1806 ; and during the year that he con- 

a tribute of gratitude. Mr. Rennie tinued in that office, he was considered 

chiefly confined his attention to the to have rendered himself completely ac- 

practice of agriculture; and his fine quainted with the details of the British 

estate furnished evidence of the skill army. 

with which his plans were devised, and In the same year he was returned tp 

of the accuracy with which they were Parliament for Rochester, where he was 

executed. While Mr. Brown followed re-elected in 1807 and 1812. In th^ 

close on Mr. Rennie in the field, the debate on the Com Bill in 1815, Mr. 

energies of his mind were, however, Calcraft moved that importation should 

more particularly directed to the literary be permitted when the price eiceeded 

department of agriculture. His " Trea- 725. per quarter ; but the motion was 

tise on Rural Affairs,*' and his articles lost, and the importation permitted onW 

in the *< Edinburgh Farmer's Mag- when the price should exceed 4/. In the 

asine " (of which he was conductor same year he endeavoured to procure » 

during fifteen years], evinced the sound, reduction of the army and' garrisons f 

ness of his practical knowledge, and the but without success, 
energy offals intellectual faculties. His In 1818, Mr. Calcraft lost his elec- 

best articles are translated into the tion for Rochester ; and from that time 

French and German languages; and until the year 1831, he sat for the borough 

** Robert Brown of Markle " is quoted of Warebam. In June, 1828, he ac- 

by continental writers, as an authority cepted the office of Paymaster of the 

on agricultural subjects. He took an Forces, and was sworn of the Privy 

active interest in the public welfare, es- Council. He retired from office with the 

pedally when rural economy was con- other members of the Wellington ad- 

cemed ; and by his death the tenantry of ministration, with whose views he ap- 

Scotland have lost a no less sincere peared to coincide until the great debate 

friend than an able and zealous advocate, on the Reform|Bill on the 2^ of Marcbf 

— Gardener's Magazine. 1831, when, to the astonishment of all 

his acquaintance, he voted with the 301, 

which formed the majority of one, by 

C. which that measure first passed a second 

reading. On the credit of tliis vote^ 

CALCRAFT, the Right Hon. John, Mr. Calcraft became the Reform can- 

Knight in Parliament for the county of didate for Dorsetshire, in opposition to 

Dorset, Sept. 11. 1831, in Whitehall- the venerable Mr. Bankes; and such 

place ; aged 65, was the spirit then prevalent in that once 

He was the son and heir of John Cal- Tory county, that, after a severe con- 
craft, Esq., an eminent army agent, who test, he was successful, 
accumulated a great fortune, and be- It has been said that his reception 
came proprietor of large estates in Dor- after this triumph, from his former 
setshire. He died in 1772, being then friends in the House of Commons, was 
M.P. for Rochester. so pointedly cool as to have materially 

The late Mr. Calcraft was first re- affected his healUi and spirits. Certain 

turned to Parliament, in 1796, for the it is, that, for the last three or four 

borough of Wareham, in which he pos- months of his life, he was observed to 

sessed considerable property ; and was have l>een remarkably low and dejected ; 

rechosen in 1802. He generally voted and to such a height had this mental 

with the Opposition ; but for a time at. disease advanced on the 1 1th of Sept. 

tached himself more particularly to the 1831, that on the afternoon of that day, 

interests of the Prince of Wales; and in whilst his youngest daughter (the only 

March, 180S, was the mover for a Select member of his family in town) was ab- 

Committee to enquire into the extent of sent at church, he terminated his exist- 

his Royal Highness's embarrassments, ence by cutting his throat. A coronerV 

with a view to his resuming the splen- inquest returned as their verdict, ** Tern- 

dour and dignity attached to his exalted porary mental derangement.*' 
station. The motion was supported by Mr. Calcraft married, March 5. 1790, 

139 votes; but rejected by a majority Elizabeth, third daughter of Sir Thomas 

of 45. Pym Hales, the fourth Baronet, of 

On the formation of the Grenville Beaksbourne, in Kent; aud by that 

Administration, Mr. Calcraft was ap- lady, who died in 1817, has left two sons 
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and three daughters: — 1. John Hales On the 20th of November in tlie same 

CalcraftfEsq. , who married, in 1838, the year, she obtained the King's authority 

Right Hon. Lady Caroline Catherine to herself, her husband, and the heirs 

Montagu, daughter of the Duke of Man- male of her body, to take the name and 

Chester ; S. Granby, a Captain in the arms of Carr. To prevent , litigation 

army ; S. Mary Elizabeth, married in and disputes, her ladyship consented to 

1812, to Sir John Burke, Bart., M. P. divide the rents of Etal with her brother 

for the county of Galway ; 4. a daugh- the Earl ; but as, on her death, in little 

ter; and, $. Arabella, both unmarried, more than a twelvemonth after (Feb. 9. 

His remains were interred, Sept. 17., 1800), her right devolved on an infant 

in the chancel vault of St. James's Pic- son, his guardians considered that they 

cadilly, where two of his children have could not with propriety continue to pay 

been buried ; and were attended to the any part of the rents to the Earl of 

tomb by his two sons and son-in-law.— Errol ; who, in consequence, commenced 

Gentleman s Magazine. an action against Mr. Carr. .The cause 

CARR, the Rev. William Holwell, was given against his Lordship, first in 

B. D., F. R.S. , Vicar of Menbenniot, the Court of King's Bench, and, finally, 

Cornwall ; Dec. 24. 1830; in Devon- in Chancery; by whose decree, William 
shire Place ; aged 72. Holwell Carr, the infant, was declared 

This gentleman's paternal name was to be in immediate possession, July 16. 
Holwell. His father was the Rev. WiU 180^. The boy, however, remained in 

liam Holwell, B.D., F.R.S., Vicar of undisputed possession a still shorter 

Thombury in Gloucestershire, a Pre- time than his mother, dying at Rams- 

bendary of Exeter, and Chaplain to the gate, Sept. 15. in the same year, in the 

King, the editor of Selections from Di- seventh year of his age ; when, as he 

onysius Halicamassus 1766, andof Ex- was the only child of Lady Charlotte 

tracts from Pope's Homer, 1776. He Carr, the Etal estate devolved on his 

died in 1798. aunt Augusta, the late Countess of 

His son was of Exeter College, Ox- Glasgow. 
ford» M. A. 1784, B.D. 1790, and was Mr. Carr was not again married. He 

presented to the vicarage of Menhen- had been for many years one of the most 

niot, one of the most valuable benefices distinguished patrons, as well as an ex- 

in Cornwall, by the Dean and Chapter quisite connoisseur, of the fine arts; and 

of Exeter, who always appoint a Fellow, was a Director of the British Institu- 

or one who has been a Fellow, of Exeter tion. His own pictures consisted prin- 

College. cipally of the finest productions of the 

On the 18th of May, 1797, Mr. Hoi- Italian school ; one of which is Leonardo 

well was married, at London, to Lady de Vinci's Christ disputing with the 

Charlotte Hay, eldest daughter of James Doctors, bought of Lord Northwick, in 

Earl of Errol, by Isabella, daughter of 1824, it is said, for 2600/. This highly 

Sir William Carr, of Etal^ in Northum- valuable collection Mr. Carr has bc^ 

berland, Bart. Tlie fine estate of Etal queathed to the nation, — on this stipu- 

was left to the junior branches of the lation, however, that a gallery should be 

Earl of Errol's family; and was pos- provided where they may he properly 

sessed by the Hon. William Hay, the seen and justly appreciated. It is to bie 

second son, who, in consequence, took hoped that the completion of this long- 

the name of Carr, in 1795 ; but as, by desired object may be hastened by this 

Sir William Carr's will, no person sue- circumstance; as the house now occupied 

ceeding to the earldom was to retain by the National Gallery is not large 

possession of the Etal estate, when the enough to display even the small coUec- 

Hon. William Carr, on the death of his tion which has been already formed. — 

brother George, fourteenth Earl of Errol, Gentleman's Magazine* 
succeeded to the title in 1798, the estate CHRISTIE, James, Esq. ; Feb. 2. 

devolved upon Lady Charlotte Holwell.* 1831; in King Street, St. James's 

_^_^^^^^^_^_^_^__^^_^__^_^^^^^_^_^__ Square, after a long illness ; aged 58. 

■ ' The claims of Mr. Christie on the 

* It is .remarkable that the Hon. grateful recollection of posterity are 

James Hay, the third and youngest twofold : as a scholar of the first emi- 

brotlier, who would have inherited the nence, and a valuable contributor to the 

Etal estate, was accidentally drowned literature of his country ; and as a gen- 

in the Thames' the day after his sister's tieman whose private character most 

marriage to Mr. Holwell. deservedly secured to liim the friendship 
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jand respect of contemporaries, tbem- of Greek vases to the water lily of Egypt; 

selves of no ordinary rank, and of great and a classification is given formed upon 

moral and intellectual worth. this basis. The great knowledge of his 

Mr. Christie was the eldest son of subject, in which few are equal to follow 

the gentleman of that name, who was him, and the extensive reading which 

most deservedly at the head of the line this volume exhibits, place Mr. Christie 

. of business in which he was engaged, most deservedly in the first rank of 

and who probably was intrusted with the classical antiquaries. In connection 

disposal of property to a larger extent with this his favourite enquiry, it may 

and of more importance than any one be stated that the description of the 

who ever preceded him. Lanti vase, in the possession of the Duke 

Mr. Christie was educated at Eton, of Bedford, was written by Mr. Christie, 

and originally intended for the church : and is printed in the splendid volume 

he passed through that school with a re- which illustrates his Grace*s collection 

putation honourable alike to his acquire- of marbles. The catalogue of Mr. 

ments and to his correct principles. Hope's vases, so much adntiied by 

The advantages thus obtained were fol- scholars, is also from the same masterly 

lowed up with the energy and persever- hand. 

ance which belonged to his studious A third publication from the pen of 
habits and his literary enthusiasm ; and Mr. Christie is *' An Essay on the earliest 
the results of which were seen in those Species of Idolatry, the Worship of the 
able dissertations which reflect so much Elements ; " the purport of which is to 
honour on his classical talents, and dis- show for what purpose the elements 
play the soundness of hb learning, the were referred to by early nations ; what 
depth of his researches, and the purity of was understood of the Deity by their 
his taste. His first production, in 1802, means, and by what misconstruction 
was an " Essay on the ancient Greek they became objects of worship. In this. 
Game, supposed to have been invented as in the former work, the religious tex- 
by Palamedes antecedent to the siege of ture of Mr. Christie's mind is every 
Troy:** it is an attempt to prove that the where to be traced, amidst the great 
game of Palamedes was known to the learning in which the discussion is in- 
Chinese, and was progressively im- volved. 

proved by them into the Chinese, Indian, In addition to these publications, the 

Persian, and European chess. active mind of Mr. Christie enriched the 

An intima<7 ^'^ ^^ ^^^^ Charles best of the Greek and Roman classics 

Towneley, Esq. (whose fine collection of with copious notes and illustrations ; and 

vases and marbles now forms a part of bis biblical criticisms are profound and 

the treasures of the British Museum) acute. To him literary pursuits formed 

directed the attention of Mr. Christie to the most agreeable of ail recreations ; 

the use and meaning of those painted yet there was nothing about them of the 

vases usually termed Etruscan ; and, in character of undigested study. His taste 

1806, he published a truly classical and for poetry was refined and chaste; he 

beautiful volume, entitled " A Disquisi- read it with uncommon beauty and feel- 

tion upon Etruscan Vases.** In this ing ; and though he rarely indulged the 

work, the originality of his discoveries is ** idle calling,'* he wrote it with facility 

not less conspicuous than the taste and and vigour. 

talent with which he explains them. But with all his literary acquirements. 

Any attempt to exhibit a specimen of and the great powers he possessed of 

his manner, or to illustrate his theory, adorning any intellectual society in 

would lead us beyond our limits ; it is which he might be placed, his habits 

certain that, by those best qualified to were retiring, his pleasures and enjoy- 

estimate the merits of this book, it is ments simple and domestic. Brought 

held in high and deserved regard. A into contact, as he was, with the highest 

limited number of copies having been and the noblest, his bearing was tliat of 

printed, the work soon became scarce, urtaffected dignity ; and whilst shrinking 

and produced a very high price. In almost instinctively from honours that 

1825, Mr. Christie, -« and, as be very mo- were offered him, he bore them when 

destly states, " to correct this unfair es- accepted with graceful propriety, 

timate of its value,*' — ^publishedanewand It will not be surprising, then, if he 

enlarged edition, adding an appendix, raised the business he followed to the 

in whicfi some most ingenious reasoning dignity of a profession. In pictures, in 

is employed to refer the shape and colour sculpture, in vertu, his taste was undis- 
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pa%BAf and his Judgment deferred to, as (Hmaiderable pnccioe. He was elected 
founded on the purest models and the Alderman of the Ward of Broad Street, 
most accredited standard. If to these in 1776 (on the resignation of Benja- 
advantages we add that fine moral feel- min Hopkins, Esq., who had been 
ing, and that inherent lore of truth, elected Chamberlain) ; and served the 
which formed the basis of his character, office of Sheriff in 1777. In 1781 he 
and which would never permit him, for was a candidate for a seat in Parliament 
any advantage to himself or others, to for the City, then vacant by the death 
violate their obligations, we may then of Alderman ICirkman ; he was opposed 
have some means of judging how in his by Sir Watkin Lewes, then Lord 
hands business became an honourable Mayor, who was successful by a ma- 
calling, and how that which to many jority of 2685 to 2387. In 178S, Mr. 
is only secular, by him was dignified Alderman Clark was elected Treasurer 
into a virtuous application of time and of the Royal Hospitals of Bridewell 
talents. und Bethlem, which office he retained 

But let it not be forgotten that the until his death. In 1784, he was elected 

keystone of this arch of moral strength Lord Mayor ; and on the 1 9th of May, 

and symmetry, was the religious prin* 1785, during his Mayoralty, he was 

ciple— that principle which, to use the elected President of Christ's Hospital, 

language of Jeremy Taylor, " intends on the resignation of Alderman Alsop. 

the honour of God principally and sin- This post was resigned on his becoming 

oerely, and mingles not the affections Chamberlain, and was subsequently 

with any creature, but in just subordin- filled by the late Sir William Curtis, 

ation to religion.** The happiness that At the close of his mayoralty, he received 

springs from such singleness of purpose the unanimous thanks of his brethren, 

and simplicity of heart was abundantly '< for his constant attention to the duties 

the portion of Mr. Christie: he was of his office, and to the rights of his 

singularly blessed in bis domestic afiec- fellow-citizens ; for supporting the ho- 

tions, in his friendships, and in all his nour and dignity of the corporation ; 

engagements ; and his good name and and for the wise, steady, and firm ad- 

his virtuous example will be long ministration of public justice, during 

cherished and piously remembered. the whole course of his mayoralty.*' 

Mr. Christie was a member of the On the death of Mr. Wilkes, Mr. 

IKUetante Society, which, it is well Clark was, by the almost unanimous 

known, consists of a select body, distin- suffrages of his fellow-citizens, elected 

guished for high rank, as well as the Chamberlain of London, in January, 

taste for learned and scientific pursuits. 1798, and in consequence resigned his 

He was for some yean one of the Re- scarlet gown. On every Midsummer- 

gtstrars of the Literary Fund, which day since that period he has had the sa- 

was a favourite institution, and to the tisfacUon of receiving the unanimous 

support of which his exertions very suffrages of the livery of London ; and 

greatly contributed ; and was also a his unwearied attention to the duties of 

member of the Antiquarian Society of the office, his general complacency of 

Newcastle. *— Gentlemcm** Mamsme. manners, and the judgment and good 

CLARK, Richard, Esq, F. S. A. ; taste with which he addressed either the 
Chamberlain of London ; Treasurer of juvenile freemen on their admission, or 
the Royal Hospitals of Bridewell and the distinguished characters to whom 
Bethlem ; Vice-President of the Hos- the City from time to time presented 
pital for Small Pox and Vaccination; their public thanks, have ever elicited 
of the London Dispensary, Spitalfields ; the admiration, and conciliated the af- 
the City Dispensary, Grocers* Hall fection, of all the numerous individuals 
Court; the Rupture Society; the City who witnessed his faithful and pro- 
of London School, Aldgate, &c. ; at tracted services. 
Cfaertsey; in his 92d year. Mr. Clark was elected a Fellow of 

Mr. Clark was bom and baptised in tlie Society of Antiquaries in 1785. 

the parish of St. Botolph without Aid- He had a taste for literary company 

gate, in March, 1739; and, among his and literary anecdotes; of which we 

earliest recollections was that of having have proof in the following interesting 

been present at the execution of the passage, which we have been allowed 

Hon. Mr. Radclifi^, in 1746. He was to copy from his own manuscript in 

brought up to the profession of a soli- the invaluable album belonging to Mr. 

citor, in which he attained to a very Upcottof the London Institution : — - 
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'* It Was Mr. CUurk*B good fortune, from Cowley's tongue.** A fotio plate 

at about the age of fifteen, to have been of this house, in its original state, was 

introduced by Sir John Hawkins to the published by Barrow. A plate con- 

aoquaintance of Dr. Samuel Johnsoui taining both back and front views was 

whose friendship he enjoyed to the last contributed by Mr. Clark to Manning 

year of his life. By the Doctor's in- and Bray's History of Surrey, as was a 

vitation, he attended his evening parties folio engraving, by Basiio, of a portrait 

at the Mitre Tavern, in Fleet Street, of Cowley at Uie age of twenty, from 

where, among other literary characters, the original in his possession, considered 

were Dr. Percy, afterwards Bishop of curious as an early specimen of crayon 

Dromore, Dr. Goldsmith, Dr. Hawkes- painting. 

worth, &c. ; a substantial supper was " At the end of the town^ going to 
served up at eight o'clock, and the the bridge (it is mentioned in another 
party seldom separated till a late hour ; page), were two sma]l alms-houses : 
and Mr. Clark recollects tlmt at an some few years back Mr. Clark re- 
early period of the morning he, with moved them, with consent of the pa^ 
one c^ the party, accompanied the rish, to the end of Guildford Street, 
Doctor to his house, where he found where he built two neat, substantial 
Mrs. Williams, then blind, who was brick tenements. The parish has since 
prepared to give them tea — which she added four more, two on each side of 
made and poured out with a degree of the building, and which being one story 
elegance. Frequently has Mr. Clark high, form two wiogs." 
visited this great and good man at his In the same work, under the parish 
house, and met him often at dinner of St. Thomas in Southwark, it is re- 
parties ; and the last time he enjoyed marked, that '< the history of the two 
the company of this great and good famous hospitals will comprise that of 
man was at the Essex Head Club, of the parish, the whole of which, except 
which, by the Doctor's invitation, he what belongs to Richard Clark, Esq.^ 
became a member* Chamberlain of London, is the property 

" Mr. Clark's occasional retirement, of the two foundations." 

when his public duties will permit, is The first volume of <* Anecdotes," 

the Porch House at Chertsey, Surrey, by Miss Lsetitia Matilda Hawkins, is- 

the last residence of that excellent poet dedicated to Mr. Clark ; '* because," she 

and good man Abraham Cowley. tells him, " you are the oldest friend of 

« R.C. Feb. 13. 1824." my family, and because you will be 

Of Mr. Clark's residence we find the found largely a contributor to the 
following description in Manning and amusement of the reader. I flatter 
Bray's History of Surrey : •— « In myself that I shall deserve the reader's' 
GuUdford Street (Chertsey) is the thanks for rescuing part of the stores of 
house which Cowley the poet made your retentive memory from waste, since 
his residence, and where he died. It I find it impossible to prevail on you to 
IB now the property and residence of commit them to writing." 
Richard Churk, Esq., Chamberlain of We have not been able immediatelv 
London, who has built some additional to turn to any other anecdote in which 
rooms, but has religiouslv preserved all Mr. Clark is personally concerned ex- 
Ihe old ones and the staircase, the ba- oept one (p. 235. ), of his going to a mu* 
nisters of which are of solid oak, rather sical party, in order to meet the Duke 
rudely ornamented. One of the bed- of Leeds, the very night he was to take 
chambers is wainscoted with oak in possession of the Mansion House, cm 
pannels. His study was a small closet, entering his Mayoralty. His Grace 
It obtained the name of the Porch endeavoured to detain ** his civic Lord- 
House from a porch which projected ship" over the bottle ; " but Mr. Clark*s 
considerably into the street, to the in- habitual temperance remaining firm, he 
convenience of the passengers ; Mr. ** at length rose, and good-humouredly 
Clark has removed this porch, and on said — * Well, I see it will not do ; yoU' 
the outside of the room in which Cow- are too much on your guard for me* 
ley died has placed the following in- Do you recollect we are sitting on the 
sciiption : — The porch of this house, identical spot where stood the house of 
which projected ten feet into the high- Sir Robert Viner, when he filled your 
way, was taken down in the year 1766, present situation, and Charles the Se- 
f<Nr the safety and accommodation of the cond dined with him ? I confess I had 
public— < Hence the last accents flowed some ambition to reduce you to the 
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state in which Sir Robert was when he and ability which distinguished all that 

so reluctantly parted from his royal he undertook in after life ; for in the 

guest, and to have sent you to take pos- year 1766, when he took his degree, he 

session of the Mansion House as merry ; was the eighth Wrangler on the Tripos 

but I see you have out-manoeuvred me paper, proving that he was no ordinary 

— so I am at your service.** proficient in mathematical attainments : 

Mr. Clark married, in 1776, Marga^ and that he was equally distinguished as 

ret, daughter of John Pistor, Esq., by a classical scholar, is shown by his gain- 

whom he has left two sons, Richard ing one of the two prizes given by the 

Henderson Clark, Esq., and the Rev. members of the University to the Middle 

John Crosby Clark. His personal Bachelors, for the best dissertations in 

property has been sworn under 45,00(M.; Latin prose; and again, the following 

but it is understood that much of his year, when be was senior Badielor, the 

property is vested in trust. first prise for a similar dissertation. 

There are several portraits of Mr. About this time he was elected a Fellow 

Clark : one in the European Magasine of his College, had many private pupils, 

for May, 1806, from a picture by Ma- and was, besicUs, so highly thought of, 

ther Brown, Esq. ; one in the New that it is not surprising he should have 

European Magazine, for May, 1823, looked forward with amlntious hopes to 

painted by Lady Bell; and, lastly, a some station ofeminence in the profession 

picture by Sir Thomas Lawrence, for which he had chosen. In the midst of 

which the corporation paid 400 guineas, this career of academical distinction, the 

and which is now suspended in the church of St John, Manchester* then 

Chamberlain's Office. A fine engrav- building at the sole expense of Edward 

ing of it has also been published at the Byrom, Esq., was offered him 'by the 

expense of the City. A bust of Mr. patron ; but be actually felt hurt, to use 

Clark, by Sievier, is likewise at Guild- his own words, at the idea of his being 

hall. — GenUeman*s Magazine* expected to accept an appointment so 

CLOWES, the Rev. John, M. A., unequal to his prospects and his wishes. 
Rector of St. John's Church, Manches- A severe illness, however, which com- 
ter ; May 29. 1831 ; at Warwick, pletely broke down his hcslth, and re- 
aged 87. duced him to the necessity of giving up 

Mr. Clowes was bom in Manchester, all study, brought him into what he 

Oct. 20. 1743, O.S., the fourth child of thought a happy state of humiliation 

Joseph Clowes, Esq., barrister, who for before God ; so that, upon its being again 

many years practised in that town and its oflfered him by Mr. Byrom, when it was 

neighbourhood, and Katherine, daughter nearly ready for consecration, he ac- 

of a respectable clergyman named Ed- cepted it with cheerfulness as a boon of 

wards. Rector of Llanbedar, near Ru- Providence, intended for the improve- 

tliin, in Wales. His excellent mother ment and security of his eternal good ; 

died when he was about eight years old ; and he continued its Rector, refusing 

but even at that tender age her piety and more than one offer of high preferment 

example had made a deep impression on in the church, for the term of sixty-two 

his mind, and up to a very late period years. 

of his life he had a grateful remem-. In the qpring of the year 1778, he 
branoe of the debt which he owed to her became acquainted with the theological 
oonstant care and solicitude in implant- wridngs of the Hon. Emanuel Sweden- 
log and cultivating every sweet and borg. They were put into his hands by 
gentle affection ; and to liis father also, the late Mr«- Hortoo, of Liverpool, a 
for following up, by an admirable course gentleman of great talents and learning, 
of Christian education, the instruction who was himself an admirer of the 
which she had so happily begun. He system of religion which they embrace, 
was educated at the grammar school ** The delight,** he said, " p roduced in 
of Salford ; and at the age of eighteen his mind by the first perusal of the work 
bis father was persuaded to send him entitled <* Vera Christiana Religio*,** no 
to Cambridge, though not without — ...i..-...«......-........_..__ 

mudi entreaty, as he had already an * The whole title of the London edi- 

elder son, Richard, at that University, tion runs thus : —»*' True Christian Re- 

He was entered a pensioner of Trinity ligion, or the Universal Theology of the 

CoU^e ; and there are sufficient reasons New Church which was foretold by the 

for concluding that he pursued his aca- Lord. Dan. vB. IS, 14. and in the Apo- 

demical studies with the perseverance calypse, xxi. 1, 2.** Svois. 8vo. 
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language could fully express ; and from sentiments not in unison with the articles 
that hour he dedicated all his energies of the Established Church ; but all this 
to the publication of these doctrines, originated in perfect ignorance of the 
both in the pulpit and by the press. For man, and of the motives of his conduct, 
many years he was employed in trans« It was not the emoluments of the church 
lating them from the original Latin ; that bound him to the Establishment, 
and as each volume was translated, it hut the supposition that he could be 
was printed by a society established in more generally useful in the station 
Manchester under his auspices. This which he was called to fill in the order 
society led to the formation of anotlicr of Providence. He professed also a re- 
in London, which is still actively and markable and strong attachment to the* 
busily engaged in printing and circu- forms of the Establishment. At one 
lating the writings of the Hon. Emanuel time he enjoyed sanguine but delusive 
Swedenborg. By persons unacquainted expectations, that these opinions would 
with the abstract principles of this au- be universally adopted in the Established 
thor, and the nice discriminations of Church, and he supposed that he should 
thought for which he is distinguished, be able to bring in all the stray sheep 
together with the number and variety into his fold ; but he lived long enough 
of the treatises which he has published, to see that this was a hasty and a false 
the immense labour of these translations conclusion. He certainly was the ii>-' 
cannot be estimated ; but to those who strument by which this class of Chris-' 
are, it is the subject of the highest ad- tians became sufficiently numerous to 
miration , and is only exceeded by the form a separate denomination. During 
author of those writings, for whose la-- his lifetime they consisted of two par-' 
hours and industry it would be difficult ties. Separatists and Non- Separatists, 
to find a parallel. Those who attached themselves to the 

The literary labours of Mr. Clowes Church of England, under the title of 
were not, however, confined to transla- Non-Separatists, have now lost their 
tions ; for he published at different times centre and leader. To his labours they, 
many other works on subjects connected however, stand indebted for the difiii- 
with religion and philosophy, and all of sion of those opinions not only in this 
them agreeing with the profound and country, but throughout Europe, in 
catholic views of his favourite author ; America, and in numerous parts of the 
in whose sentiments he, to the last, en- world : so that it is almost impossiUe 
tirely acquiesced. His manly and ex- to travel to any part of the world, where 
plicit avowal of these sentiments pro- the English language is known, but some 
duced opposite effects : while in some it of these writings, though widely scat- 
excited the spirit of persecution, in tered, are yet to be incidentally found, 
others it was the subject of approbation If Swedenborg is to be considered as the 
and delight. Such was the opposition founder of the sect, Mr. Clowes, after 
at one time by a few of his parishioners, him, must be considered as his chief 
that secret attempts were made to dis- apostle. 

possess him of his living: but the ap- Whatever difference of opinion may 

plications which were made for this end exist as to the sentiments of Mr. Clowes, 

were rendered abortive by the Bishop there is but one as to tlie excellence 

of his diocese (Dr. Porteus), from his and piety for which he was distinguished. 

Xiordship's conviction of his virtues and As a minister of religion, no man was 

piety ; and his worst enemies in a few ^er more profoundly revered, or more 

years- were changed into admiring affectionately beloved, than he was by 

friends. His correspondence also with his flock. In his public life, they saw 

clergymen and others was numerous sCnd felt that his whole heart and all 

and extensive ; and about the year 1816, his faculties were devoted to their eter- 

it is reckoned '<* that he had not fewer nal welfare ; while, in his private life,* 

than fifty, clergymen as correspondents, tliey had daily before their eyes a prac- 

who were satisfied of the truth of Swed- tical illustration of the pure and hea- 

enborg's writings.*'* Much obloquy venly precepts which he taught. To 

was cast upon him in consequence of his enumerate the virtues which adorned 

retaining his living after his adoption of his life, and to mark their sense of the 

^ signal benefits which they had derived 

'• from his ministry, the members of his 

* See Adams's Religious World dis- congregation, when he had been fifty 

played, vol. ii. p. i243. years their pastor, erected in his church 
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a tablet, beautifiilly iciilpturtd in bas- Swedenborg ?* *' Ifiino. 1806. << Letter 
relief by FUxman, in whidi he Ss repre- to the Cbristiaii Obserrer," In defence 
aented as instructing the three gener- of the same, 8to. 1807. "Letters to a 
ations of one famiij in those lessons of Friend on the Divine Person and Cha- 
wisdom which he was accustomed to racter of Jesus Christ," Svo. '< On 
driver with an aflfectionate earnestness^ Mediums, their Divine Origin and im- 
and an eloquence peculiarly his own. portent Uses, especially in the Regener- 
Fn>m the year 1828, his increasing in- ation and Salvation of Mankind," 8vo. 
finnities of body compelled him to give 1814. << Pure Evangelical Religion 
up his public duties ; and from that time Restored," 8vo. <' The Spiritual Sum ; 
until within a few months of his decease, its existence and operation proved from 
he was fully occupied in writing and Scripture and Rrason," 8vo. *' The 
dictating firesh works, explanatory of the Ptorables of Jesus Christ explained," 
pure doctrines of Christianity as they 18mo. 1816. ** The Miracles of Jesus 
are unfolded in the Holy Scriptures. Christ explained," 18mo. 1816. ** Scrip- 
Durittg the latter years of his life he ture Histories, selected from the Old 
resided wholly at Warwick, blessing, to Testament," 18mo. 1817. « The true 
the last moments of his consciousness, end and design of the Holy Sacrament," 
those around him, and blessed by all 12mo. "Letters to the Rev. John 
who came within the circle of his affec- Orundy on the Unitarian Controversy," 
tions. His funeral took place on the 8vo. 1817. "A Letter to the Rev. 
9th of June. The body, on its way from W. Roby on some passages in bis Lec- 
Warwick,was met near St. Peter's by the tures," 8vo. 1 820. « A second Letter, 
personal friends and congregation of the to the same, in reply to his Pamphlet 
deceased, in number upwards of 200, all entitled, ' Anti-Swedenborgianism,' " 
voluntarily provided with funeral badges. 8vo. 1821. "The Gospel according 
At St. John's church the Sunday school to Matthew, translated from the original 
duldren were ranged in line from the Oreek, and illustrated by Extracts from 
door to the gates. The service was read the Hon. Emanuel Swedenborg, 1819; 
by the Rev. William Huntington, and a St. John's Gospel, on the same plan, 
hymn adapted to the occasion was sung 1819; St. Luke's, 1824; and St. 
1:^ the children. This part of the cere. Mark's, 1827**' " The two Heavenly 
mooy was particularly interesting, as Memorialists; or Love and TVoth stating 
the venerable Rector through his life to the Christian Worid their peculiar 
had directed the greatest care to the distresses, and imploring relief," 8vo. 
younger branches of his congregation, 1818. " On the two Worlds, the Visible 
and to those of the schools most espe- and Invisible, their nearness to con- 
dally. The body was afterwards car- nection and operation on each other," 
ried out to the church3rard, where it was 8vo. 1819. " A Treatise on Opposites, 
deposited in a vault communicating with their nature, origin, and uses, as aiTect- 
tiie church. ing both the Natural and Spiritual Life 
The following is a list of Mr. Clowes's of Man," 8vo. 1821. " Christian Tem- 
publications :_" An Affectionate Ad- per," 8vo. 1822. « The Twelve Hours 
dress to the Clergy of the United King, of the Day,*' 8vo. 1 823. " On Delights, 
dom of Great Britain and Ireland on their Origin, Variety, Uses, and Ends," 
the Theological Writings of Emanuel 8vo. 1824. "Letters to a Friend on 
Swedenbofg," 8vo. " Dialogues on the Human Soul, its Immateriality and 
the Nature, Design, and Evidence of Immortality," 8vo. 1825. "Letters on 
the Writings of the Hon. Emanuel the Human Body," 8vo. 1827. " On 
Swedenborg, with a brief accoont of Science, its Divine Origin, Operation, 
some of his Philosophical Works," Use, and End," 8vo. 1828. ** Sermons 
12mo. 1788. " Lettera to a Member preached at St. John's church, Man- 
of Purliament on the Character and chaster," 2 vols. 8vo. " Sermons on 
Writings of Baron Swedenborg; con- the Call and Deliverance of the Children 
taining a full refutation of all the Abb^ of Israel out of Egypt," 8vo. 1803. 
Barruel's calumnies against the Hon. " Sermons on the Parable of the Mar- 
Author," 2d edition, 8vo. 1799. "A riage of the King's Son," 8vo. 1812. 
Dialogue between a Churchman and " Short Dialogues on Creation and Re- 
Methodist on the Writingsand Opinions demption," 1 8mo. 1 820. " Sermons on 
of Baron Swedenborg," 8vo. " A few the Lord's Prayer and Ten Command- 
plain Answen to the Question, ' Why ments," 8vo. 1821 ; on the Beatitudes, 
do you receive the Testimony of Banm 8vo. 1825 ; on the Parable of the Ten 
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Vtrgios," 8TO. 1828. « Religious In- In the year 1798, he married 
struction for Youth," S vols. 18ino. the eldest daughter of Colonel James 
'< Family Prayers/* 18mo. To which Capper, of the Hon. East India Corn- 
might be added a great yariety of single pany*s service ; and, after a few years 
sermons ; a translation from the Psalms, residence at the seat of his father-in-law, 
with notes and practical illustrations; Cathays, near Cardiff in Glamorgan- 
and a posthumous work now preparing shire, he took possession of his paternal 
lor the press. — GefUleman*s Magaxme. estate at Watford, where he continued 

CLUTTERBUCK, Robert, Esq. to reside until bis death. He there 

B. A., F. S. A., a Deputy Lieutenant succeeded his much respected father as 

and Magistrate for Hertfordshire, and a magistrate ; and the impartiality and 

author of the History of that county; integrity with which he executed the 

May 25. 1831 ; at Watford, in his 59tfa duties of that arduous office, will be 

year. long remembered and appreciated by the 

The family of Clutterbuck are de- inhabitants of Watford and its vicinity, 
scended from Richard Clutterbuck, who During the intervals of these pubUc 
is supposed to have emigrated from the duties, Mr. Clutterbuck employed his 
Netherlands, and died in 1591. His active and well arranged mind in ool- 
sons were clothiers at King's Stanley, lecting materials for a new edition of 
in Hertfordshire. Sir Thomas Clutter- Chauiicy's History of Hertfordshire, 
buck, an Alderman of liOndon, was the These intentions he publicly announced 
grandson of one of them, and was in the Gentleman's Magazine, in 1809; 
knighted in 1669; the grandson of aur- but finding his manuscripts greatly 
other was the Rev. Thomas Clutterbuck, accumulated, and having fortunately 
D. D., Archdeacon of Winchester, from purchased, in 1 8 1 1 , the genealogical col- 
whom Henry Clutterbuck, M. D., now lections for Hertfordshire made by the 
living, is descended. In the third late Thomas Blore, Esq., F. S. A., he 
volume of his History (pp. SCO— 302.}, formed the resolution of publishing a 
Mr. Clutterbuck has printed a pedigree, completely new History of his native 
comprising several branches, but not in- County ; making such use only of 
eluding his own. He was the eldest Chauncy's materials as was to his pur- 
surviving son of Thomas Clutterbuck, pose. In thb object he steadily per- 
of Watford, Esq. by Sarah, daughter of severed for eighteen years; and the result 
Robert Tbttigood,£sq.ofBaldock, from was an elegant and complete History, 
whom he inherited, with other property in three folio volumes, which will hanid 
in that neighbourhood, the principal down his name in honourable connection 
manor of Hioxworth in Hertfordshire; with his native county to the latest pos* 
to which Mr. Clutterbuck added, by terity. The first volume was published 
purchase in 1801, Fulters, the only in 1816; the second appeared in 1881 ; 
other manor in that parish. Thomas and the third was pnblislied in 1827« 
Clutterbuck, Esq. F. S. A. of Bushey, The plates in this work have never been 
and Peter Clutterbuck, Esq. of Stan- surpassed in any similar publication, 
more, are his younger brothers. whether we consider the appropriateness 

Mr. Clutterbuck was born at Wat- of the embellishments, or the beauty 

ford, June 2. 1772. At an early age and fidelity of their execution. Mr. 

be was sent to Harrow School ; and he Clutterbuck himself possessed, as a 

continued there until he was entered as a draughtsman, the hand of a master; se* 

Gentleman Commoner of Exeter Col- veral of the plates were from sketches of 

lege, Oxford. At the installation of the his own : but his knowledge of art' also 

Duke of Portland, in the year 1792, as enabled him to employ wiSi great judg- 

Chancellor of that University, he was ment the very first artists in their par- 

amongst the number ofthose who recited ticular lines. Fortunately, he at that 

in the Theatre Latin verses composed time found it possible to procure the 

in honour of the occasion* He sub- assistanceof Edward Blore,£sq.F.S. A. 

sequently took the degree of B. A. ; one of our first antiquarian draughts- 

and then entered at Lincoln's Inn, in- men and engravers; but whose talents 

tending to make the law his profession ; have since been devoted to that still 

but hia ardour in the pursuit of cbe- higher and more creative department of 

mistry, and in painting (in which he the arts, the profession of architecture, 
took lessons of Barry), induced him. In 1823, Mr. Clutterbuck was, as a 

after a residence of several years in magistrate, called upon for an unusual 

l49PdoB» to abandon his original plans* sacrifice of time to the case of John 



432 BIOGRAPHICAL INDEX FOA 18S1. 

Tburtell and his accomplices, tlie inur- Cornewall, (who was of the family 

derera of William Weare, which at that seated at Berrington in Herefordshire,) 

period attracted the interest of the whole of Richard Bawdewin, Esq. llie 

country. Bishop's mother was Mary, daughter 

From the year 1 8 1 7 to 1 830, at inter- of Francis Herbert, Esq. of Ludlow, by 

▼als, Mr. Clutterbuck visited, in succes- Mary,daughter of Rowland Baugh, and 

sion, France, Norway, Switzerland, and Mary, sister and co-heiress of Henry 

Italy. Few persons were able so highly Lord Folliott, a Peer of tlie kingdom 

to enjoy snd appreciate such an ad- of Ireland. Francis Herbert, Esq. was 

Tantage. The numerous sketches made M. P. for Montgomery, and was cousin 

by him during his continental tours, to Henry Arthur Earl Powis, in the 

would, it was naturally hoped, have remainder to whose barony of Herbert 

formed abundant amusement during his of Chirfoury he -was included by the 

latter years; but it has pleased Pro- patent of 1749. This was the fourth 

vidence, at a comparatively early age, to creation of that title. It will tfins be 

call him, quite suddenly, Orom. a state seen whence the late Bishop of Wor- 

of usefulness — we say of great useful- cester derived his names of Folliott and 

neas : for, tliough disengaged from the Herbert; and that of Walker also came 

trammels of a profession, yet he was to him from the same connections, 

always employed, either in his magis- Francis Walker, Esq. of Femey Hall, 

terial duties, or in private business con- in the parish of Clungunford, Salop, 

nected with his friends, or his late was grandson of Rebecca, another of 

friends, many of whom had placed their the sisters and coheirs of Henry Lord 

affairs in his truly honourable hands (as Folliott ; and bequeathed his estates to 

executor or trustee). the Bishop. 

Mr. Clutterbuck was suddenly at^ Dr. Cornewall was educated for the 

tacked with inflammation in the stomach, Church ; and having become a member 

and expired before medical aid could of St. John's College, Cambridge, was 

be obtained ; but, upon a post-mortem elected a Fellow of that house, and 

examination, it was evident that so rapid graduated B. A. 1777, M. A. 1780. 

had been the progress of the disease, In the latter year he was appointed 

that no human assistance could have Chaplain to the House of Commons, 

arrested its fatal termination. Thus during the Speakership of his kinsman 

died this excellent man. The deep and the Rt. Hon. Charles Wolfran Come« 

heartfelt sorrow of his relations and wall; In 1784, he was made a Canon 

friends attest his private worth; and the of Windsor ; and, in 1790, Master of 

unsolicited attendance at his Aineral, Wigston's Hospital, Leicester, 
accompanied with every mark of respect He married, at this period, or before, 

shown to his memory by the inhabitants Anne, eldest daughter of the Hon. and 

of bis native town, is the best evidence Rev. George Hamilton, Canon of 

of his estimation as a public character. Windsor, cousin to the first Marquess 

He has left two sons and one daugh- of Abercorn, and sister to Cecil the 

ter. His eldest son, Robert, wasmarried Marquess's second wife, as also to Lady 

Sept. 28. 1821, to Elizabeth Anne, George Seymour, 
youngest daughter of the late H. Hulton, In 1 792 Dr. Cornewall was appointed. 

Esq. of Bevis Mount, near Southamp- Dean of Canterbury, in 1797 coa- 

ton, by whom he has a son and daugh- secrated Bishop of Bristol, in -ISOS* 

ter. The second son, the Rev. James translated to Exeter, and in 1808 to 

Charles Clutterbuck, has married a Worcester. 

daughter of the Hon. and Rev. Wm. He was possessed of fair scholarship, 

Capel, brother to the Earl of Essex. — strong good sense, polished manners, 

GenUeman*s Magazine. and an amiable temper; and had passed 

CORNEWALL,theRt. Rev. Folliott a virtuous and exemplary life. His 

Herbert Walker, D. D., Lord Bishop only publications consisted of a Sermon 

of Worcester; Sept. 5. 1831; in his preached before the House of Commons, 

palace at Worcester ; aged 77. Jan. SO. 1782 ; and a Fast Sermon be- 

Dr. Cornewall was the son of Capt. fore the House of Lords, 1 798. 
Frederick Cornewall, R. N., who was By the lady before mentioned, who 

M. P. for Leominster from 1776 to died at Delbury, Dec. 18. 1795, he had 

1778, and on whose death the Bishop several children. His eldest son, Fre 

succeeded to the estate of Delbury derick Hamilton Cornewall, Esq. mar. 

near Ludlow, purchased by Capt. ried, in 1828, Frances Henrietta, 
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4aaghter of St. George Caulfbild, of call of friendship or distress. His death 

Donoman Castle, co. Roscommon, Esq. will, therefore^ be truly lamented, and 

(cousin to the Earl of Charl^mont), his memory long fondly cherished, not 

and the Hon. Frances Crofton. Her- only by his family, but by a wide and 

bert Cornewall, Esq., anotlier son, mar- respectable acquaintance. — GefUleman'i 

ried, in 1822, Charlotte, third daugli- Magazine* 

ter of the late General Lord Charles D EL A FITTE, Rev. Henry Francis 

Somerset Alexander, M. A., Foreign Secretary 

The remains of the Bishop were in* to the Royal Society of Literature. — In 

terred in the family vault at Delbury. this excellent clergyman, and modest 

The strict privacy enjoined by his posi- but accomplished scholar, the Society 

tive directions prevented the attendance has been deprived of an ornament, and 

of many persons who were anxious to the world has lust an admirable man. 

give this last proof of their respect and Though little known as an author, Mr. 

affection to his memory. — Genilenian^t Delafitte has not left the public alto- 

Magasdne* gether without proofs of his scientific 

information and extensive reading. 

D. Having lived on terms of strict intimacy 

with the late illustrious geologist Do 

DAVISON, Thomas, Esq. , the emi- Luc, during the latter years of that emi- 
nent printer, of Lombard Street, White* nent man's life, he, in the year 1813, 
friars ; in Bedford Row, December 28. published, under the eye of the author, 
1830 ; aged 65. a translation of De Luc*s '< Elements of 
. Mr. DavisoD was a native of Durham, Geology;** and, in otlter respects, was 
and was brought up as a printer. About instrumental in making the English 
forty years ago he commenced business public acquainted with the immortal 
in the metropolis ; and by his talents labours of the father of that important 
and perseverance greatly contributed to science. But his most valuable service to 
the rapid improvement made in the typo- the geologic student was the composition 
graphic art during his tim&. The beauty of a work which he had just completed 
and singular correctness of his works at the time of his decease, being a new 
soon obtained for him a connection with edition of De Luc*s " Letters on tlie 
Mr. Murray, Messrs. Longman and Physical History of the Earth ; *' to 
Co., and most of the successful pub- which he has prefixed an Introduction, 
Ushers of the day. His skill in the containing a general view of the labours 
manufacture, and especially in the dry- of that great geologist, and a vindication 
iiig of inks, a secret of which he had of his claims to original views respecting 
lor some time the exclusive possession, the fundamental points in the science, 
greatly aided him in holding so distin- Such being the limited extent of the 
guished a rank among his competitors. late Foreign Secretary's labours for the 
Out of many others, we may select as press, they alone who enjoyed his friend- 
specimens of his art Whitaker*s History ship are in a condition to appreciate bis 
crif Richmondsbire, the new edition of talents and acquirements; his various 
Dugdale*s Monasticon, innumerable erudition ; his enlightened opinions, at 
editions of Lord Byron*s works, Rogers' once orthodox and liberal ; and his fa- 
Italy, &c. These works, by their great miliar acquaintance with the stores of an- 
accuracy and elegance, will carry down cient and modem learning and science, 
the name of Davison to posterity, To them, however, these were tlie least 
amongst the most elegant of the English endearing points in his (Character ; since 
typographers. all who knew him are prepared to afford 
. In private life Mr. Davison was highly heartfelt testimony to. his having pos- 
esteemed by a numerous circle of friends, sessed, in an eminent degree, the- still 
to whom his easy and agreeable man- more estimable qualities peculiar to the 
ners made him always welcome ; and Christian and the gentleman. He was 
those who have had the pleasure of hear- distinguished by the absence of all per- 
ing him sing will never forget his ex- sonal pretensicms, united with tlie 
quisite taste, or the sweetness of a voice warmest zeal for the honour and interests 
which retained to the last all the com- of his friends ; by an almost excessive 
pass and freshness of that of a young charity in word and opinion ; and by an 
man. To his social qualities was added activity and efficiency in works of pri- 
a generosity not often exceeded, careless vate beneficence truly astonishing, when 
of self, and prompt in answering eve»y the mediocrity of his circumstances and 
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his retired and studious habits are con- He had previously practised for some 

•idered. yean in England, and diere acquired a 

The family of Mr. Delafitte was knowledge of his profession, whtch^ 

among those virtuous and exemplary jmnedtogreat talents, soon secured to him 

cititens who were driven out of France a proportion of the business at Bombay; 

by the revocation cf the edict of Nantest and at the commencement of 1828 

His father, a man of great piety and scarcely a barrister enjoyed so large a 

learning, was diaplain to the Prince of share of practice. On the departure for 

Orange ; while the virtues and accom- England of Mr. Grant, S9r James De- 

plishments of his mother attracted the war was appointed Clerk of the Crown; 

notice of the late Queen Charlotte, and, from which office he was removed to 

on the death of her husband, recom-^ officiate as Advocate- General, on the 

Blended her to the office of French go- transfer of Mr Norton's services to 

vemess to the Princesses. This appoint- Madras. In this last office Sir Janoes 

ment (which Madame Delafitte filled Dewar was confirmed by the Court of 

many years, with the high esteem of the Directors ; and continued zealously to 

illustrious fiimily to whom she was at- execute its functions until he was raised 

fached,) led to her son's receiving an to the Bench, in succession to Sir £d^ 

English education at IVittity College, ward West. 

Oxfofd. Mr. Delafitte was nearly The circumstances attending Sir 

thirty yeart lecturer of St. Paul's, Co-' James Dewar*s elevation to thaffdistm- 

vent Garden ; but, though not altogether guished office, added to a recollection of 

fbrgotten by the exalted personages who the earnestness with which he had per-, 

enjoyed the benefit of his mother's emi- formed the arduous duties of Advocate- 

nent services^ and who originally directed General at a perilous crisis, had strongly- 

his choice of a profession^ he never disposed the public to cast a jealous 

emerged, even to a benefice in the eye on all his official acts ; yet ao firm 

church in which he vi^ a zealous la- and unbending was he in his judicial ca-- 

bourer, from that humble station which padty, that long anterior to his decease 

he was satisfied to adorn with 1^ intelli- he had *' bought golden opinions of all 

gent conversation and his mild and be« sorts of men.'* 

nevolent virtues.* — LUeraty Gazette. In person, Sir James Dewar was tall 
• DEWAR, the Hon. Sir James, and well formed, and his countenance 
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of was singularly pleasing and intelligent. 
Judicature at Bombay; Nov. 25. 1830; His manners were particularly graceful- 
aged 33. and engaging, and his conversation was 

The usual ceremonies of hoisting the remarkable for its brilliancy ; while his 
flag at the Castle, half-staff high, and addresses from the Bench, and on other 
firing minute guns, were duly observed ; public occasions, were distinguished 
and in the evening the remains of the alike for their power, and the fluency 
deceased were attended to their final with which they were delivered. To 
deponty in St. Thomas's church, by the humblest individual he was kind 
almost every member of society^ and a aund affiible. As a husband and a father, 
large concourse of the native inhabitants, who shall speak his loss ? — GefUleman't 
Henry Gray, Esq. and John Mill, Esq. Magasdne. 
offieiirted as chief mourners on the occa- 
sion ; and the pall was borne by the Hon. F. '■•^ 
the Governor, his Excellency the Com- 

mander4n-cfaief, J. Homer, Esq., W. FINCH, the Rev. Rbb^rt, A. M. of 

Newhfaam, Esq., Col. D. Barr, and Sir Baliol College, Oxford, F. S. A.; at 

Charles Malcolm. his residence, the Palazzo del Re di 

Sir James Dewar arrived in India in Prussia, in Rome ; Sept. 16. 1830. 

June, 1827) with permission to practise He was the only son of the late Tho- 

as a barrister in the Supreme Court, mas Finch, Esq. F.R.S., of Great Or- 

' mond Street, and grandson of the Rev. 

* Mr. Delafitte was formerly curate Robert Pool Finch, D.D., Prebendary 

of Holyrood parish, Southampton ; and of Westminster, and Rector of SL: 

was author of " A Guide to Heaven, John the Evangelist, 

addressed to all who believe the Gospel. Mr. Finch was bom in London, on 

1805." 8vo. ; «* Sermon on the Duty of Dec. 27. 1783 ; and was, about the year 

Humanity to the Irrational Part of the 1795, for some time at St. Paul's 

Civation. 1806." 8vo. School, under the care<»f the late Rev*. 
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Dr. Roberts. A natural weakness of under whidi he gradually sunk* after a 
sight, increased by severe application, short but very severe illness. The cha* 
prevented his regular attendance to the racter of his disorder was violent fever » 
business of the school : he accordingly attended with almost uninterrupted de- 
prosecuted his studies at hmne, under the lirium, which quitted him only a (^w 
very able guidance of his father. The hours before his dissolution. He was 
anxiety of this excellent man for his son's then for the 6rst time aware of his ex- 
improvement was unwearied, by whom treme danger ; and submitted, to borrow 
it was always appreciated as it deserved; the words of an eye-witness, in entire 
for never was he heard to speak of it but resignation to his Maker 'ji will, sanctified 
with expressions of the warmest gratis by firm and Christian hopes in the 
tude. At the age of eighteen he was merits of his Redeemer, 
admitted a commoner of Baliol College, By his will, after some legacies to old 
Oxford, under the tuition of the late and dear friends, he has recorded hif 
Rev. Geprge Powell, and soon afWr her fondness for the place of his education, 
came a scholar of that house. by bequeathing to his College all his 
During the whole of his residence at plate for the use of the Master and 
the University, his talents, which were Fellows : and to the Ashmolean Mu- 
of a high order, were successfully im* seum, for the use of visiters and stu- 
proved by constant and systematic read- dents, his library, which is of consider- 
ing; and he acquired there a well able value and extent; his pictures^ 
founded reputation for sound and ele* some of which are reputed to be ex^ 
gant schoUrship. He might at that tremelyfine; together with his medals, 
time be justly termed a hard student — coins, prints, and every other article of 
gifted, too, with very considerable powers vertu, whic|) he had collected during his 
<^f conversation, and with nice taste, residence on the Continent. 'Tliis whole 
as well as great facility in composition ; collection is vested in trustees, — is to 
decided in his opinions, and somewhat be kept distiix^t, and to be called after 
singular in his habits, but very much be<- his name. A provision is also made by 
loved by the few with whom he lived on him, it is believed, of some small annual 
terms of close intimacy, and who were stipend to the person under whose 
chiefly, like himself, young men of cul- charge the collection is to be placed, 
tivated minds, and warmly attached to Mr. Finch was married in the year 
literature. 1820, during hiastay in Italy, to Mari% 
He was admitted to the degree of the eldest daughter of Frederick Thom- 
A.B. in 1806 ; and to that of A.M. on son, Esq., of Kensington, by whom he 
March 8. 1809. In 1807 he was or- has leflt no issue. He was a man of 
dained, at Famham, by Bishop North ; very considerable attainments, well 
for some years subsequeiU:ly to which he versed in classical literature, and fa- 
officiated at Maidstone, and in other miliarly acquainted with modem laa- 
parochial Cures, where his impressive guages; several of which, and more 
eloquence as a preacher, and his clear particularly Italian, he spoke with an 
and graceful delivery, were much and uncommon degree of fluency and ele- 
deservedly admired. Upon the restor*- gance. He was an ardent admirer of 
ationof peace in 1814, Mr. Finch quit- the Fine Arts; and in statuary and 
ted England, to which, except as an painting, though not practically a pro- 
occasional visiter, he was destined ficient in either, bore the reputation of 
never to return. Portugal was his first being a tasteful and accurate judge, 
object ; and, after a short stay in that He was likewise not only himself a 
country, he proceeded through France lover of learning, but ever eager to en^ 
to Switzerland; and thence to Italy, courage its cultivation in otb«s. An- 
Greeqe, and the most interesting parts of tiquities^ and particularly topography, 
the Holy Land. In 1827 he revisited his were, at all times, very favourite objects 
native country; and, in theautumnof the of his pursuit ; and in the course of his 
followingyear,quitteditagain for Rome, travels abroad be had visited moatiy 
which he had for several years made bis alone, and often on foot, many, if not 
chief place of residence, and in which city all, of the celebrated places in Italy; 
he expired, on the 16th of Sept. 1830. and bad obtained, in this manner, a 
His death was occasioned by an attack critical and minute acquaintance with 
of malaria^ caught when returning in the local antiquities of that country, 
the evening, and in an open carriage^ such as very few foreigners have been 
from Frascati, across, the Campf^na, known to possess. Jn his friendship! 
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be was warm and aflfectionate ; but, as ccmtrarietiea of character. After thin 9 
be loved without resenre, his attach- landing wte effected xm the most sooth* 
ments, if once interrupted, were seldom em tract of land in the globe, vis: 
known to revive. Candid and liberal Prince WiHiarm^s Island. From thence 
in his sentiments, he was an entertain- she went to St. Martin*'s Cave, distance 
iBg and instructive companion ; a gen- abcmt eight miles from Cape Horn, 
tleman, too, by birth, no less than in where she experienced nothing but 
marniers and in spirit ; and in private hurricanes and severe galea. Here the 
life, generous and hospitable to the ut* pendulum experiments and other ob- 
most extent of his income. Tlie best servations were again made, which 
testimony of his nvmerous excellences, will, when published, afford some novd 
both of bead and of heart, will be found and important deductions, and give a 
in the griefofhis surviving friends; and different view from that generally en. 
there are none, who have ever known him, tertamed of the cKmate of the southern 
such as he really was, who ivill not find hemisphere. At this place many Fue- 
very much in his loss to regret, or who gian families were met with ; the officera 
will hear of his hte with indifference, supplied them with axes, knives, fish- 
Mr. Finch was an occasional contributor hooks, needles, &c. In such a state of 
to the Geutlemanls Magazine and other nature were these people, that, when 
miscellanies ; but, though he is supposed those articles were given them, tliey did 
to have left behind him materials for not know the use of them : clothing 
more than one work of importance, he they had none, but what is worn by the 
never appeared before the world as an most uncultivated negroinAfric^s clime; 
author, except of two sermons, pub- and this too at Cape Horn f From Cape 
lished in the year 180^. — Genileman's Horn the Chantideer, in twenty-eight 
Magazine. days, ran to the Cape of Good Hope, 
FOSTER, Commander Henry, of after the crew bad lived nine months on 
his Majesty's ship Chanticleer, F. R. S. ; salt provisions (and a part of that time 
drowned in the river Chagres, in the on two thirds' allowance). She remained 
isthmus of Darien, Feb. 5* 1831; there four months, during which period 
aged 36. ' Commander Foster vias sedulously em- 
Captain Foster was one <of %he com- ployed in the splendid observatory 
panions of Sir Bdward Party in his erected by Government in this colony, 
voyages to the Arctic regions. In and the young gentlemen of the Chantr- 
1 828, he was appointed to command deer equalTy so In their observations on 
the Chanticleer sloop of war, which was magnetism, meteorology, &c. St. He-- 
fitted out by the orders and under the lena was the next place visited ; for 
auspices of his present Majesty, to pro- which she left on the 9th of Febmary, 
secute a sdentific voyage of research in and arrived at that most barren and 
the southern regions of the globe, to desert of. isles that was ever sheltered 
determine the specific elliptidty of the by the British flag on the 14th. After 
earth, ascertain the chronometric differ- a stay of upwards of three months. Cap- 
ence of meridians of the prindpal sta- tain Foster having completed his observe 
tions in the Atlantic, and make observ- ations, the Chanticleer quitted for Fer- 
ations on magnetism, meteorology, &c. nando Noronha, a small but fertile inland 
,The Chanticleer left Spithead in April, on the coast of BrasiT, and in the pos- 
1828, and has since visited some of me session of the Brazilians. It Is used as 
most interesting portions of both hemi- a place of exile for political delinquents- 
spheres. The first places visited by and criminals. Maranbam was the 
her were — Madeira, Teneriffe, St. An- place next visited. Leaving this, the 
tonio, Fernando de Noronha, Rio de Chantideer ascended a branch of the 
Janeiro, and St. Catharine's. At Monte river Amazon, to the dty of Grand 
Video the pendulum experiments com- Pa^^ the capital of the province of that 
raenced, with the other objects of re- name, which is considered by some a& 
search. At this place she remained the paradise of the Brazils, and . the 
eight weeks, and took in provisions for Indies of America— «snch are its pre* 
her. southern voyage; from thence she sumed wealth, extent of resources,' 
proceeded to Staten Land, and thence beauty and fertility of soil, and nature 
to the singular and remarkable island appearing to have no end to its produc- 
of Deception (one of the South Shet- tions. The apathy , however, of the in- 
land group). This island is pf volcanic habitants, conjoined with a system of 
origin, and affords the moft striking misrule^ counteracts in soBie dcgrtft 



BIOGRAPHICAL INDEX POA 1831. 4*57 

l^is boon of nature. The heat of the Her instructions being fulfilled, the 
climate was intense (it being on the Chanticleer left for Bermuda, and ar- 
£quator) ; and, altheu^ there was much rived at Falmouth on the 6th of May. 
swamp and marshy ground, little or no Thus, it will be perceived that the 
disease was contracted. From Para Chanticleer completed a voyage of three 
the Chanticleer returned down the years* duration, without the occurrence 
Amazon (or Maranon), surveying by of a single death, save that of her highly 
tlie way. Tlie place next visited was gifted commander. 
Trinidad, in the tranquil Gulf of Paria, By his zeal, efficiency, and persever- 
where she remained six weeks. Leav- ance. Captain Foster had attained, within 
ing Trinidad, she touched at La Guayra, a comparatively short period, a proud 
and proceeded to Porto Bello, wliere, eminence among the scientific members 
in addition to the usual experiments of his profession. His body having 
and observations to be made at this been found by the Indians, was interred 
place, Captain Foster had to ascertain at Chagres; and an inscription to his 
^e difiei-ence of meridians between memory by the First Lieutenant and 
Panama, on the Pacific side, and Porto officers of the Chanticleer was placed 
Bello, or some fixed point on the At- on a brass plate in Fort St. Lorenzo, 
lantic, by rockets. Soon after the Chan- — GentlemarCs Magaxine. 
tideer's arrival at Porto Bello, a party, 
under the command of Lieut. Austin, 

was despatched on foot across the €r. 

isdimus, to explore and ascertain the 

nature of the country, and fix upon the G A BELL, the Rev. Henry Dison, 
mountains most eligible for the ex- D. D., Rector of Binfield, Berkshire, of 
plosion of rockets. On their return, a Ashow, Warwickshire, and of St. Lau- 
party of sixteen men and officers were rence, Winchester ; and formerly Head 
detached into the interior, and stationed Master of Winchester College ; April 
on the highest hills; a party were also 18. 1831 ; aged 67. 
placed at Porto Bello ; and the Captain We believe the father of this gentle* 
was at Panama, to observe the explosion man to have been the Rev. Henry 
of the rockets. Hiese parties slept many Gabell, who, having been a Fellow of 
nights in the woods, and in the open Magdalen College, Oxford, was Rector 
country ; yet escaped without any dis- of Stanlake, Oxfordshire, and a magis- 
ease, though their risk was great, and trate of that county. He died Jan. 4. 
danger imminent. With a view to 1802; and his widow, Oct. 7. 1810. 
effect to a certainty the purpose of a Another of the family, tlie Rev. T. 
mission to this place, Captain Foster Gabell, was Rector of St. Peter*s and 
ascended the river Chagres in a canoe, St. John's in Winchester : he died in 
and proceeded to Panama, to ascertain 1 803. 

chronometrically their relative positions He was educated at Winchester 
on the globe. This he did a second School, and thence elected a Fellow of 
time, and was returning down the river New College, Oxford, where he pro- 
Chagres in a canoe, on the eve of the ceeded only to the degree of B. A. before 
5th of February, 1831, when he slipped he was elected master of Warminster 
from off the covering of the canoe, on School. In 1 788, he was presented to 
which he was incautiously resting, and the rectory of St. Laurence in Winehes- 
was unfortunately drowned. After this ter, by Lord Chancellor Thurlow ; and, 
melancholy occurrence, the command of in 1793, he came to make hia permanent 
the Chanticleer devolved upon the First residence in that city on being appointed 
Lieutenant, Horatio Thomas Austin, second master of the school. 
She returned to Porto Bello, where In 1796, he published a pamphlet 
having, on the 12th of February, ob- '' On the expediency of altering and 
tained the necessary sights for the rates amending the Regulations recommended 
of the numerous chronometers on board, by Parliament for reducing the high 
she quitted it, and beat up to Santa price of Corn;** and in 1802, a Fast 
Martha; from whence she stretched Sermon, preached at St. Laurence, 
across for the east end of Jamaica, Winchester. He proceeded to the de- 
where the commander having landed greeof M. A., asamemberof St. John's 
and made the necessary observations. College, Cambridge, in 1807; and sue- 
she proceeded to Cape Maysi, the east ceeded to the Head Mastership of the 
end of Cuba; thence to Crooked Island. School on the resignation of Dr. God. 

F F 3 
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cUid, in 1810. In 1812 be was pre- the siege of BassieOy and with the Bengal 

sented, by Chandos Leigh, Esq., to the army under Gen.Goddard. Fron^ 1781, 

rectory of Ashow, in Warwidcshire ; to the conclusion of the Mahratta war, 

and in 1820, by Lord Chancellor Bldon, he was employed in the enemy's districts 

to that of Binfield, in Berkshire, of Bassien, and at Terrapore> Maug- 

He resigned the Mastership of Win- haum, Mandeire, JDanoo, Omerghaum, 

Chester at the close of 1823 ; when the Bellalghur, Underghur, &c.;.and after- 

scholars presented him with a roagni- wards under Gen. Macleod in ]Sfalat>ar« 

fieent present of plate; consisting of a In 1788, he repaired on furlough to 

candelabrum, weighing 200 ounces, and England. 
two massy tureens. On his return to India he obtained a 

The only two occasions on which Dr. company in 1790, and a Majority in 
Gabell appeared as an author, are those 1796 : he was employed from 1792 to 
already named. In the ** Works" of 1798 in Malabar, at that period in a very 
Dr. Parr, vol. vii. pp. 469—500., is disturbed and unsettled state. In 1799, 
l^rinted some correspondence between on the breaking out of the war with 
that great scholar and Dr. Gabell; to Tippoo Sultan, he commanded the Bom- 
which the editor. Dr. John Johnstone, bay grenadier battalion, forming part of 
has prefixed the following remarits : — the force sent from Bombay, under Col* 
^ In bringing the correspondence of Dr. little, to co-operate with the Mahrattas, 
Parr and Dr. Gabell before the reader. This force being ultimately obliged to 
I have to rejoice thait the whole is com- retire from the Mahratta territories, Ma- 
mitted to me by the kindness and liber- jor Grant's corps embarked at Jayghur, 
ality of Dr. Gabell. To this distingui&ed and pushed forward by sea,by way of Can- 
divine and preceptor's acuteness, erudi- nanore and the Poodycherum Ghauts, to 
tion, judgment, and taste, Dr. Farr*s join the grand army under Gen. tfie late 
testimony is unbounded ; and, indeed, Lord Harris ; and having reached Sida- 
the criti«ral discussions contained in their poor on the river Cavary in the Coorgah 
letters could only take place between country, returned, on the capture of Se- 
real scholars. There are no less than ten ringapatam, to Malabar, with the army 
elaborate letters on one of Bentley*s underGen.James Stuart, and was imme- 
Canons, and other metrical and philolo- diately employed in taking possession of 
gical subjects, from the pen of Dr. Parr ; Mangalore, and the province of Kana- 
and these are answered and discussed by rah, and at the siege of the fortress of 
Dr. Gabell. What, then, must the Jemaulabad. In 1800, he returned to 
reader's regret be, that there is no room Malabar, then in rebellion. In the same 
to insert them all ! I fully sympathise year he attained the rank of Lieut. -Col- 
with it, not without a gleam of hope onel. In 1804, he succeeded C(^. John 
springing up- in my mind that all will Montresor in the command of Malabar 
yet appear.'* and Kanarah; the former province being 

Dr. Gabell married Jan. 11. 1790, still in open rebellion. In Dec 1804, 

Miss Gage, daughter of the Rev. Mr. Madras troops from Mysore were 

Gage, of Holton, in Oxfordshire. Ma- ordered to relieve the Bombay troops in 

riay bis third daughter, was married Malabar and Kanarah. This relief 

July 18. 1818, to the Bev. William having taken place, Col. Grant, on his 

Scott, second son of Sir Joseph Scott, passage to Bombay, having received re- 

of Great Barr Hall, in Staffordshire, inforcementsofa detachment of artillery, 

Bart. — GenUematCs Magazine, &c. from the Presidency, landed on the 

GRAKT, Lieut— Gen. Malcolm, of coast of Concan, with about 3000 men 

the Ef»t India Company's service ; under his immediate command ; and, in 

Sept. 28. 1831, in Upper Wimpole pursuance to orders from Government, 

Street ; aged 69. reduced the important fortress of Sevem- 

In.l776, at a very early age, this droog and its dependencies, then held, 

officer was appointed a Cadet on the as Gen. Sir Barry Close expressed him- 

Bombity establishment, and left England self, by << the wily and atrocious rebel 

for India in Jan. 1777. . His first com^ Hurry Belial." For this service Gen. 

mission as Ensign is dated Nov. 20. in Grant had the entire approbation of 

that year. In 1779,he served withacorps Government, of Lieut.-Gen. Oliver Ni- 

opposedto the Mahrattas during the war choUs, Commander-in-chief, of the late 

in support of Ragonath Rao;, and in Gen. Sir Barry Close, British Minister 

1780, obtained the rank of Lieutenant, at the Court of Poonali, and of hit 

In that year, and the next, he served at Highness the Peishwa. In 1807, Gen. 
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Grant, being in extreme ill health, and On the breakiDg out of the war in 

his constitution greatly impaired, re- 1793, he, being then nearly at the head 

turned to England. He was appointed of the list of majors in the army, was 

Lieut. -Colonel Commandant of a regi- appointed Lieut.- Colonel of one of the 

ment of Native Infantry in 1809, Col- battalions formed from the independent 

onel 1810, Major- General 1813, and companies; whence, in Feb. 1794, he 

Lieut. -General 1825. — East India Wr- exchanged to the command of the 30th 

lUary Calendar, regiment, with which he proceeded to 

GREEN, Sir Charles, Knight and Corsica in May following, and remained 

Baronet, of Milnrow in Ydrkshire, a thereuntil 1796, having for the greater 

. General in the army, and Colonel of part of that time acted as Inspector- 

the 37th regiment, a member of the General of Corsican troops raised for the 

Consolidated Board of General Officers, British service. 

and a Commissioner of the Royal Mili- In 1796 Lieut. -Col. Green was ap- 

,tary College; at Cheltenham ; aged 81. pointed Civil Governor of Grenada ; in 

He was bom at Gibraltar, Dec. 18. which office he continued until 1801, 

1749» the second son of Christopher when, his sight being much injured by 

Green, Esq. a captain in the army, by the climate, he received permission to 

Britannia, daughter of Charles HamiU return. He had in the mean time been 

ton, of Monaghan, in Ireland, Esq. promoted to the rank of Colonel, in Jan. 

He was appointed Gentleman Cadet in 1797; and Brigadier- General Oct 

the Royal Artillery 1760, Ensign in the 1 798. 

Slst foot 1 765, and joined that regiment Early in 1 80S he was appointed Bri- 
in the following year at Pensacola in gadier- General on the staff in Ireland, 
West Florida. In 1768 he was employ- and commanded in the counties of Tip- 
ed under Brig.- Gen. Hfildimand in a perary anj^ Kilkenny; and was after- 
particular service to New Orleans and wards removed to the staff in England, 
the Natcbes, on the Mississippi ; and in and to command at Dover and Deal. 
1769 removed with the regiment to St. He received the honour of knighthood 
Augustine in East Florida. He was May 3. that year. In Jan. 1804, he 
promoted to a Lieutenancy Nov. 23. was appointed Colonel of the York light 
that year* In 1771, he was employed infantry volunteers. In the same month 
as an engineer in the Bahama islands ; he received orders to proceed imme- 
and having r^oined the 31st regiment diately to Barbadoes, to take the tem- 
at the latter end of 1772, in the island porary command of the troops in the 
of St. Vincent, served in the campaign Leeward Islands. He arrived there in 
against the revolted Charibs. He re- March ; and, in pursuance of his instruc- 
tumed to England witli the regiment in tions, sailed in April, in command of an 
May,1773; was appointed Adjutant soon expedition against the Dutch settle- 
after ; purchased the Captain-Lieute- ment of Surinam, which, after an ac* 
nancy in 1774; and succeeded to a com- tive series of operations for about 
pany in 1775. nine days, capitulated to the British 

In 1776 he again accompanied the arms. He remained at Surinam about 

regiment across the Atlantic ; and was a year in administration of the civil 

present at the action of Trois Rivieres government ; and, having obtained 

on the 8tfa of June. At the opening of leave to return home on account of ill 

thecampaignof 1777, he was appointed health, was honoured on his arrival 

Aid-de-camp to Major- Gen. Phillips, withapatentof Baronetcy, dated Dec. 5* 

the second in command ; and was wound- 1 805. 

ed at the action of Freeman's Farm in In May, 1807, Sir Charles Green 

September. was appointed to the command of the 

Having returned to England in garrison at Malta; which he retained 

March, 1778, Capt Green was appoint- until the May following. In August, 

ed Aid-de-camp to Lieut.- Gen. Sir A. 1808, he was removed to the 16th regi- 

Oughton, Commander-in-chief in North ment; in 1809 promoted to the rank of 

Britain; after whose death, in May, Lieut -General; in March, 1812, placed 

1780, be rejoined the Slst regiment; on the Sta£F^ to command the Northern 

and in 1781 was appointed Major of district; in Nov. 18 IS, removed to the 

brigade to the Montreal district. He London district; in 1814, appointed 

was included in the brevet of majors in Colonel of the S7th foot ; and in i819» 

1783, and purchased the migority of the advanced to the rank of General. 

Slst in 1788. Sir Charles Green was never married^ 

F F i 
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sod his Baronetcy las eipired with thecouneof theyear;andon C!faristnifl» 

him. — Royal Military Calendar, Day 1 8 1 9 he commenced his sermon as 

GUTCif, the Rev. John, M. A. and follows : — « On the suggestion of one 

F. S. A., siity-two years Chaplain of of my friends and wdUwishers, I beg 

All Souls' College in the UniTersity of leave to preface my discourse on this 

Oxford ; Rector of St. Clement near holy and joyful season, by mentioning a 

Oxford, and of Kirkby Underwood in circumstance relating to myself. But 

the diocese and county of Lincoln ; on here, before this audience, I humbly 

the 1st of July, 1831, at Oxford, aged trust it will not be imputed to any vanity 

86. or boasting of my abilities in the dis- 

To the former benefice he was pre- charge of my duty as a humble preacher 
sented by the Lord Chancellor Lough- of the Word of God ; but as I hope and 
borough in the year 1795; and to the intend it to be — a tribute of thanks- 
latter hy Dr. Ttiumas Thurlow, then giving to the Almighty Preserver of my 
Bisihop of Lincoln, in the year 1786. life. This, I may say with truth, is the 
He was also many years Chaplain of fiftieth anniversary that I have had the 
Corpus Christi College. He took his honour and liappiness of performing my 
degree of M. A. June 8. 1771. Mr. official duty from this place; nay more, 
Gutch was elected to the office of Re- to speak the whole truth, as 1 make my 
gistrar of the University, and also Re- appearance here at three seasons of the 
gistrar of the Courts, &c. of the Chan- yt>ar, it is really the one kundred and 
cellor, in the year 1797, on the decease ^orty-eightk time, without any intermis- 
of the Rev.. Dr. Samuel Foster. The sion, by indisposition or otherwise, as 
former office is in the gifl of the mem- far as my recollection will carry me. 
bcrs of Convocation ; to the latter he And having through God*s providence 
was presented by the then Chancellor, lately recovered from an alarming at- 
his Grace the Duke of Portland. The tack of illness, I beg leave thus publicly 
duties of the important situation of Re- to return thanks to the Almighty for the 
gistrar of the University Mr. Gutch preservation of my health during this 
fulfilled until the year 1824; and there long period; and, at the same time, to 
are few members who were presented to express my acknowledgment for the 
their degrees during the time he held the kind exertions of my friends in contri- 
office, who will forget the urbanity and buting their assistance for my comfort 
attention with which he officiated on and welfare. And thus, having per- 
those occasions. At the close of that formed my vows of praise to tlie great 
year, having, on account of bis advanced God and Preserver of my life, and fuT- 
age and infirmities, expressed a wish to filled my promise to my worthy friend 
be relieved from its duties, a proposal to who first suggested the thought, but 
the following effect was unanimously whose name I forbear at present to men- 
passed in convocation : — *' That, in con- tion, because I observe he is at this mo- 
tdderatiou of his long and faithful ser- ment one of my attentive auditors, I 
vices to the University, an annuity of proceed with my discourse on this holy 
200/., to commence on the 21st Dec. solemnity, and hope the season of . the 
next, be granted to the Rev. Mr. Gutch, year and my late indisposition will be a 
on the resignation of the office of Regis- sufficient apology for its brevity.*' — . 
trar in the course of the present term." Shortly afterwards, his very kind and 
On the next day, after several degrees excellent friend the Hon. and Rev. Dr, 
had been conferred, he resigned the Legge, then Bishop of Oxford, and 
office into tlie hands of the Vice-Chan« Warden of All Souls' College, com- 
ccllor;and the Rev Philip Bliss, D.C.L. municated to him the unexpected and 
was unanimously elected his successor, gratifying intelligence, that a subscrip- 
Mr. Gutch retained the office of Actu-^ tion had been set on foot by the then 
ary or Registrar of the Chancellor's members of the Society, and several 
Court to the day of his decease. others who bad formerly belonged to it. 

The following may be recorded as an to purchase and present to him a piece 
instance of the esteem in which he was c^ plate, as a testimony of the regard in 
held by his fk-iends, the members of All which he was held, and of his long and 
Soulb* College, where he entered as clerk faithful services ; which was accordingly 
on his first admission into the University, done in the shape of a superb silver ink- 
As senior Chaplain of the Society, it stand, elegantly chased and gilt, in- 
was his duty to preach before the mem- scribed with the college arms, together 
bcrs on three difTerent festival days in with his own. That the'satkie regard 
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Vfsa continued to Mr. Gutch to the day " The death of the late learned and 

of his decease by this Society, appears ingenious Mr. Warton happening on the 

by the following quotation from a letter very moment of this publication, the 

written by the Rev. Lewis Sneyd, the editor hopes he shall not be accused of 

pn>sent Warden, addressed to a member presumption in embracing the opportu- 

of his family the morning after the me- nity of acknowledging the honour of 

lancholy event had taken place: — << I his friendship. By Mr. Warton *sjudg. 

am aware I ought not to intrude upon ment of the work he was first induced 

you and the family at such a season of to undertake it; by his friendly opinions 

affliction; but I am unwilling that a encouraged in the prosecution of it; and 

single day .should pass without my as- by his kind admonitions assisted in its 

suring you of the sincerity with which completion. He leaves it to abler hands 

1 lament the death of your venerable to describe those various merits, the loss 
and respected father. The punctuality of which are powerfully felt and ez- 
with which he performed the duties of pressed in the aiTectionflfte regrets and 
his office as Chaplain, his amiable and respect of his friends and the public, 
gentlemanly manners, his kind and be- To his friends he was endeared by his 
coming deportment, endeared him to us simple, open, and friendly manners ; to 
all ; and, from the many years he had this University by a long residence and 
been a member of this College, we had many services ; and to the public by the 
become so accustomed to him ais a friend valuable additions which have been made 
and as a member of our Society, that I by his talents to English poetry, anti- 
am sure I am expressing the sentiments quities, and criticism.'* 

of every one connected with it, as well After the decease of his friend, Mr. 

as my own, when I say that his loss will Gutch met with every encouragement 

be long felt and deplored in All Souls.** that he could desire to proceed in the 

In 1781 Mr. Gutch published, in completion of the work, from that cele- 

2 vols. 8vo., *' Collectanea Curiosa; brated antiquary Richard Oough, Esq. 
or Miscellaneous Tracts relating to the Hon. Daines Barrington, the Rev. 
the 'History and Antiquities of Eng- John Price, keeper of the Bodleian 
land and Ireland, the Universities of Library, the Rev. Ralph Churton, Mr. 
Oxford and Cambridge, and a variety Brian Richards, and other eminent an- 
of other subjects ; chiefly collected from tiquaries of the day, as well as from a 
the MSS. of Archbishop Sancroft, numerous list of subscribers among the 
given to the Bodleian Library by the different colleges' and their members, by 
late Bishop Tanner;" and in 1786 lie whose assistance and liberality he was 
published, in 4to., the first volume of enabled to complete it. From Mr. 
« The History and Antiquities of the Gutch's long residence in the Univer- 
Colleges and Halls in the University si ty, he had become known to most gen- 
of Oxford, now first published from the tlemen engaged in antiquarian and 
original manuscripts in the Bodleiaii topographical pursuits; and from the 
Library; written by Anthony Wood; opportunities he enjoyed in the prose- 
with a continuation to the present time.*' cution of his own studies in these 
This voluminous work was commenced branches of knowledge, he possessed 
at the suggestion of his warm friend, peculiar advantages in facilitating simi- 
ThomaA' Warton, B.D., Fellow of Trii lar enquiries and the researches of his 
nity College, Poetry Professor, Cam- friends, — to whom he was ever as ready 
den*s Reader in Ancient History, &c. to lend his personal services, as he was 
&c. ; and was afterwards followed, at to extract and transcribe for them what- 
intervals, by the publication of the ever they required from those vast stores 
" Fasti Oxontenses, or a Commentary of historical information, the libraries 
ou llie supreme Magistrates of the Uni- and archives of this celebrated Univer- 
versity; with a Continuation, and Ad- sity. Numerous are the testimonials 
ditions and Corrections to each College in the hands of his family, acknowledg- 
and Hall, 1790.** And also in 1792, ing the services he had rendered to his 
1794, and 1796, by" The Antiquities friends and acquaintance; none of whom 
and Annals of the University," in .7 vols, ever became such, without expressing 
On the appearance of the second volume the sense they entertained of the suavity 
of the work containing the Fasti, it of his manners, the courtesy of his con- 
would seem, by the following preface, duct, and the sweetness and cheerfulness 
that Mr. Gutch had just lost his valu- of his disposition. At the period of his 
able friend Mr. Warton : — decease be waa the oldest resident mem- 



442 BIOGRAPHICAL INDEX FOR 1831. 

ber of the University; and, till within a HAYWAED, Fraocis, M. D., at 
very few days of. the close of a life of Bath; April 18. 1831 ; aged 92. 
peculiar serenity and content, he en^ He was born at Warrington, in Lan- 
joyed his usual good health and spirits, cashire, one of at least sixteen children 
falling at last a victim to the influenza of the Rev. Thomas Hay ward, M. A., 
which has lately been so prevalent, and who was also a native of Warrington, 
against the debilitating effecU of which the son of Thomas Hay ward* of that 
his great age did not enable him e£fec- town, by Dorothy his wife, a daughter 
tually to struggle. His surviving family of Ralph Markland, Esq. of the Mea- 
will long deplore the loss of a most dows, to whom he was married Nov. 35. 
affectionate and indulgent parent, who 1682. He was born Feb. 5. 1695-6 ; 
was the pattern of a humble and sincere eotered Brazenose College, Oxford, 
Christian. — Gentleman's Magazine. JVIarch 3. 1712-13 ; took the degree of 

B. A. Oct 10. 1716, and of M. A. 
July 9. 1719. On March 4. 1722, he 
was instituted to the vicarage of Gar- 
HATHAWAY, Matthias, Esq., at stang, in his native county. This pre- 
Cheltenham ; Aug. 12. 1831 ; aged 85. ferment he resigned in 1731, and about 
Mr. Hathaway for many years occu- that time removed to Warrington, where 
pied the most important post of Steward he was Master of the Grammar-school, 
in Christ's Hospiul, with great advan- end Curate of the Chapel of Sankey, 
tage to the whole of that noble esta- till his death in 1757. His burial is 
blishment. The duties of his office are registered at Warrington^ Sept. 2. in 
not only to direct the internal economy that year. The biographerof oneof his 
of the institution, but to act as master pupils who attained to a distinguished 
over the boys during the time that they eminence. Dr. Percival of Mttichester, 
are not engaged with their studies in has described him as an able but severe 
school. This placed under his super- master. He was an admirable sdiolar, 
intendence six or seven hundred scholars, ftnd a very useful man. 
varying in age from seven to eighteen ; The^Rev. Thomas Hayward married, 
and never did any man acquit himself at the 'church of St. Sepulchre, NorUi- 
in this difficult situation with more ex- ampton, Nov. 28. 1717, Elisabeth, the ' 
qnisite judgment and address. There only child of Jarrett Lestock, Esq. of 
was a mild dignity of manner about him, Ashton near Northampton, the son of 
and a steady exercise of discipline, which Richard Lestock, who was a Captain in 
checked insubordination ; and often has the Navy in King William's wars, and 
he been knoWn, by his mere presence brother of Richard Lestock, Vice- Admi- 
among them, to quiet the disturbed spi- ral of the Blue, whose suspension in 
rits of his youthful subjects, when tiiey 1745 by Admiral Matthews, and subse- 
were ready to break out into comnio- quent acquittal by a Court-Martial, 
tion. Those who have seen him presid- created at the time a very extraordinary 
ing in the Great Hall of Christ's Hos- sensation, 
pital, or making his domiciliary visits to . 

the different chambers, will recollect the * In the pedigree of the Marklands, 
mingled feelings of respect and affection inserted in Mr. Nichols's Literary 
which he commanded while he adminis- Anecdotes of the Eighteenth Century, 
tered justice among delinquents with an vol. iv. p. 657., toillustrate the biography 
equal hand, and heard complaints, and of Jeremiah Markland, the eminent 
adjusted differences with the patience scholar and critic, the husband of Doro- 
and discernment of one who was quali- thy Markland is incorrectiy described 
fied to fill a much higher station of au- as <<the Rev. William Hayward, M. A.' 
thority with equal distinction. Mr. His name was certainly Thomas ; he 
Hathaway was a rare example of what was never '* M. A.," nor was he in the 
temper and integrity can achieve by the Church. It is not certainly known in 
very reputation of possessing those quali- what profession he was, but there is rea- 
ties ; and when he retired from his son to think that he was an Attorney, 
official situation, he carried with him The tradition is, that he was bom at 
the regrets of every person, young and Daresbury in Cheshire. The time, of 
old, connected with an institution which his death is also unknown; but he sur- 
is mainly indebted to him for some of its vived his wife, who died in 1707, as 
best regulations. — Gentieman*s Ma- appears by acquittances given to the 
gaxine* Marklands for his wife's fortune. 
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The late J)r* Haywardwasooeofthe by whom he had nine children, four 
younger children of this marriage. He sons and five daughters : — 1. Thomas, 
was bom Jan. 25. 1 738-9> and baptized who was trained under Mr. Wales, an 
atWanrington, Feb. 21. following; when eminent nautical mathematician, and 
the name of Francis was given to him was sent early in life to sea. He was a 
by his godfather, Dr. Francis Annesley, midshipman on board the Bounty, in 
the Rector of Winwick. To the in^. Captain Bligh*s unfortunate voyage to 
atructton of his accomplished father Otahdte; and when, on the return, the 
was to be attributed the purity of taste mutineers seized the ship, he was the 
in elegant literature by which he was first person put down by tiiem into the 
distinguished^ as well as those attain- launch. He bore all the hardships of 
ments, which were considerable, in the long exposure in the opeu boat, and 
science and classical h'terature. The returned with Captain Bligh. When 
profession of Medicine was his own the Pandora was sent out to bring home 
choice; and he seems to have had, from the mutineers, under the command of 
his sixteenth or seventeenth year, the Captain Edwards, he went as Third 
direction of himself to the acquirement lieutenant, with the cdiarge of the ma- 
of the means by which it wa'i to be thematical instruments, and of making 
prosecuted with success. But he fell astronomical observations and a chart 
in London into very able hands ; and of the voyage. On its return the vessel 
the admirable skill, the sound sense, struck 6n a reef of rocks on the north 
and the eminent success and high reput- of New Holland, and was wrecked, 
ation which he enjoyed, white in the Most of the crew were saved ; and after 
practice of it, showed at once how ably nineteen days of suffering, which he was 
his studies had been directed, and the accustomed to describe as severer than 
eminent powers of his own mind. He those which he sustained in the launch 
settled at Hackney about the year 1 760, of the Bounty, they reached Timor in 
and there he continued till 1805, when the ship's boats. At the beginning of 
be abandoned a very extensive practice, the war of the French Revolution, he 
and left a numerous circle of friends, served on board the Inconstant, from 
many of whqm were eminent for their which ship he removed to the Diomede, 
literary and scientidc attainments, for then on the East India station ; when he 
the enjoyment of that honourable repose again suffered shipwreck, the Diomede 
which was looked for rather through a having struck upon a rock not laid down 
natural inclination, than from any sense in any chart, at the entrance of the bar- 
and feeling of failujre in the corporeal hour of Trincomalce. In December, 
or intellectual powers. 1796, he was appointed Commander, of 
It was at this period of his life that the Swift; and in July, 1797, Captain of 
his friend Dr. Tate obtained for him the the Resistance of 44 guns; and in a few 
diplomaofM.D. from one of the Scotch days after to the Trident of 60 guns. 
Universities. With the world before But, before the commission reached 
him, he first selected Taunton as the him in the Indian seas, this scientific 
place. of his residence ; but he soon dis- and gallant, but unfortunate officer, had 
covered, what so many others have perished in the Swift, which had gone 
found, that England presents no place down in consequence of being over- 
which » equally eligible with Bath, as laden through an act of humanity to 
a retirement in the period between tbe the crew of another vessel. Captain 
hurry and the end of life. He removed Hay ward's Charts of the Voyage of the 
thither in 1806 ; and at Bath the whole Pandora, and of the Banda Seas, pub- 
evening of his long day of life was lished by Mr. Dalrymple, are proofis of 
passed, in the enjoyment of many intel- great industry and eminent talent, at a 
lectual pleasures, for which his well- very early age. — 2. Francis, formerly 
stored and well -exercised mind had pre- Keeper of Naval Stores at Martinique, 
pared him, with fewer infirmities, except and afterwards at Barbadoes. — 3. Wil- 
that great one of the loss of sight, than liam, now Commissary of Accompts at 
usually falls to the share of persons of the Cape.-r-4. Henry, of the Navy Pay 
such very advanced years, and in the Office, Somerset House, lately deceased, 
frequent serious but unostentatious The daughters were: 1. Ann, wife of 
meditation on his end. Cornwall Reynolds; 2. Elizabeth, mar- 
Dr. Hay ward married a sister of the ried, 1. Joachim Christian Stocqueler, 
late Nathaniel Green, Esq., who was and 2. Henry Till^ both deceased*—- 
many years the British Consul at Nice ; S. Henrietta, married to Charles Au- 
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gustus Hayes. — 4. Mary, married in whilst be steered clear from an o?er- 
1 81 5 to the Rev. Joseph Hunter of Bath, heated zeal and enthusiasm on one band» 
F. S. A. ; and, 5. Charlotte. be was equrily free from negligence or 
Dr. Hayward was interred in the bu- Inkewarmness on the other. He waa 
rial ground of the parish of Walcot ; and the author of the following publications : 
the following words are on his tomb: — ** Christian Zeal recommended and en- 
Frandscus Hayward, M. D. forced," a sermon preached ito St. Chad's 
obiit Aprilis 18. A.D. 1831, Church, Shrewsbury, at the Anniyersary 
anno sHatis 93. Meeting of the Salop Infirmary, 1780. 
— GenUeman*t Magazine* — *' Henry and Acaisto,** a moral tale, 
H ILL, the Rev. Brian, M. A. , uncle with a preface l^ his brother, the late Sir 
to General Lord Hill, G.C.B., and Richard Hill, 1 79a —-« Observations 
great uncle to l^r Rowland Hill, of and Remarks in a Journey through Si- 
Hawkstone, Bart., April 14. 1831 ; at cilyand Calabria in the year 1791.*' To 
Wem, county of Salop ; aged 75. this octavo volume is appended a post- 
He was the eighth and youngest son script containing some account of the 
of Sir Rowland Hill, the first Baronet, ** Ceremonies of the Holy Week at 
by Jane, daughter of Sir Brian Brough- Rome ; " and of ** A Short Excursion to 
ton, Bart.; and younger brother to the Tivoli." The work is dedicated to the 
celebrated Rev* Rowland Hill, of Lon- Earl and Countess of Leven and Melville, 
don, who is now the only surviving bro- and written in the form of a diary. — 
ther ; the Rev. Robert Hill, a third A Funeral Sermon, preached in St. Alk- 
clergyman of the family, having deceased mund's, Shrewsbury, on the death of the 
in January, 1831. The Rev. Brian Hill Rev. Richard De Courcy, vicar of that 
was of Queen's College, Oxford, where parish, 1803. In 1805, Mr. Hill edited 
be attained the degree of M. A. in 1781. a volume of Sermons of Mr. De Cour> 
Soon after taking orders he was ap- cy*8» — - to which he afiSzed a long pre- 
pointed chaplain to the Earl of Leven face. It may be remarked, however, 
and Melville, and held for some time that the opinions of the editor did not 
the living of Loppington, county of Sa- agree with the doctrinal sentiments con-^ 
lop ; subsequently officiating at the neat tained in tlie body of the Sermons, which 
chapel of Weston, in which village he are high Calvinistic. Mr. Hill's theolo- 
resided, respected and honoured by every gical views were of the Arminian persu»- 
one for the depth of his piety, the un-. sion, tinctured with a belief in universal 
affected simplicity of his mind, and for restoration. In 1822 Mr. Hill printed 
the beneficence of his disposition ; en- a volume of tweaty-four sermons on 
deavouring at all times to render his practical subjects, published for the 
best services to the temporal and spi- benefit of a chari^ school in the village 
ritual necessities of his fellow-creatures, of Weston, where they were occasionally 
which the various act of charity he was peached; in 1826,*' A Sermon preached 
accustomed to perform, especially in his in the parish church of Shrewsbury, on 
own neighbourhood, amply testify, being the death of the Rev. John Major, Vicar 
truly a father to the poor, and generally of that Parish ; " and in 1828 he edited 
devoting to their necessities the over- a small pamphlet, entitled << Cursory 
plus of his regular income. Thoughts on Education." 

Mr. Hill was a warm advocate of the The remains of Mr. Hill were interred 
Bible Society, considering it, as he as- in the peaceful churchyard of the vil- 
serted at the Anniversary Meeting of lage where he had so long earnestly la- 
the Shropshire Auxiliary in 1829, " to boured. ^-'GenUeman^s Magazine* 
be the noblest institution that was ever HOB HO USE, Sir Benjamin, of 
suggested to the mind of man ; " he was Westbury College, county of Glouces- 
likewlse particularly attentive to the in- ter, and Chantry House, Wilts, Bart, 
struction of the young, and founded the M.A. F.R.S. and S.A., First Com- 
schools at Weston. missioner for investigating the Debts of 
As a preacher, although he was not the Carnatic, a banker at Bath, Vice- 
gifted with much eloquence of delivery, President of the Literary Fund, &c.&c. , 
yet his sermons always commanded at- August 14. 1831 ; in Berkeley Square; 
tention from the force and manner of aged 74. 

his reasoning. He was no zealot or This excellent man was the younger 

enthusiast, but examined witli an un- son of John Hobhouse, of Westbury 

biassed mind the Scripture testimony on College, Esq. He was educated at Brase- 

which his religion was founded ; and nose College, Oxford, where he attained 
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the degree of M. A. June 26. 1 781 ; and House, near Bradford, in Wiltshire, Esq. 
was afterwards called to the liar. At by whom he had three sons and two 
the general election in 1796, he stood daughters: 1. Sir John Cam Hobhouse, 
on the independent interest for Bristol ; who has succeeded to the title, and is 
but, after polling 102 votes, declined at M. P. for Westminster, and F. R. S. ; he 
the close of the first day. In the fol- married in 1828 Lady Julia Hay, sister 
lowing February he was returned on a to the Marquess of Tweeddalc; 2. Ben- 
vacancy for Blechingley ; and on the jamin, a Captain in the 69th foot, killed 
1st of May that year he was one of those at Waterloo ; S. Henry William Hol^ 
who voted in favour of the Hon. Mr. house, Esq. in the Civil Service of the 
Grey*8 motion for a Reform in Parlia- East India Company, and a partner in 
ment. In 1802 he was returned for the bank at Bath; he married at Cal- 
Grampound; in 1806 for Hindon: and cutta some years since, and has issue; 
he sat for that borough until compelled 4. Charlotte; 5. Mary, who died young, 
by ill health to retire from public life in Having lost his first wife, Nov. 25. 
1818. He first came into office in 1803, 1791, Sir Benjamin married, secondly, 
as Secretary to the Board of Control, in April, 1793, Amelia, daughter of the 
during the ministry of Mr. Addington ; Rev. Joshua Parry, of Cirencester, and 
he resigned that post in May, 1804 ; and had four other sons and ten daughters ; 
in 1805 was made Chairman of the Com- 6. Amelia ; 7. Isaac, who died an infant 
mittees for Supplies. In 180 , he was in 1797; 8. Mary, who died in 1804, 
appointed First Commissioner for inves- aged eight ; 9. Sophia Elizabeth, mar- 
tigating the debts of the Nabobs of the ried in 1828 to Boyd Alexander, Esq. 
Carnatic, which oflSce he retained until the third son of Claud Alexander, of 
his decease. He was created a Baronet Ballochmyle, county of Ayr, Esq. ; 10. 
by patent dated Dec. 22. 1812. Harriet Theodora, married in 1823 to 
During a long and active career of the Rev. Greorge Trevor Spencer, grand- 
pubKc service in the Senate, and in son of the late Lord Charles Spencer; 
many important situations, he was dis- 11. Julia, married in 1830 to the Rev. 
tinguished by talents which eminently C. F. Moore; 12. Sarah Matilda, mar- 
qualified him for the responsibility and ried at Rome in 1827 to Count Ran- 
trust which, upon many occasions, were ghiaschi Biancaleone; 13. Catherine, 
reposed in him. The Bath and West married in 1 826 to John William Fane, 
of England Society, of which, during Esq., eldest son of John Fane, Esq. 
twelve years (1805 — 1817) he was the M. P. for Oxfordshire, and died in 1828 ; 
President, have had frequent opportuni- 14. Isaac; 15. Joanna; 16. Thomas 
ties of appreciating his merits, and ac- Benjamin, B. A. of Baliol College, 
knowledging the value of his services, Oxford; 17. Elisabeth Mary ; 18. Hen- 
and the extent of his liberality. In rietta Amelia ; and, 1 9. Frederick Ben- 
1817 they confirmed their warm appro- jamin. The last three died in infancy, 
bation, by the vote of a marble bust by — Gentleman's Magazine, 
Chantrey, now in the society's rooms. HUNT, Hiomas F., Esq., one of 
In a similar manner, several members the Labourers in Trust attached to the 
of the Literary Fund subscribed for a Board of Works ; at Kensington Pa- 
portrait of Sir Benjamin, to mark their lace ; aged 40. 

high sense of his eminent services as This ingenious architect was the au- 

Chairman of the committee of that in- thor of the following excellent profes- 

valuable institution. This was admir- sional publications, all printed in 4to.:— 

ably executed by J. Jackson, Esq. R. A.; ** Half a dosen Hints on Picturesque 

was exhibited at Somerset House in Domestic Architecture, in a series of 

1824 ; and now hangs in the meeting designs for gate-houses, gamekeepers* 

room of the society. About the same cottagers, and other rural residences." 

time another portrait was painted of him. Two Editions. 

by T. Phillips, Esq. R.A. Tliis por- *< Designs for Parsonage Houses, 
trait, which is very admirable for its Alms Houses, &c. &c. with examples 
depUi of tone, has been well engraved of gables, and other curious remains of 
by Mr. P. Audinet. old English architecture, 1827;'* con- 
Sir Benjamin Hobhouse was twice taining 21 Plates, 
married. His first wife, to whom he « Architettura Campestre; displayed 
was united in Sept. 1785, was Charlotte, in lodges, gardeners* houses, and other 
daughter of Samuel Cam, of Chantry buildings, composed of simple and eco- 
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nomical (brtni, in the modern or Italian Milton, which was in Mr. Cradock^s 
style ; introducing a picturesque mode possession). Tlie modem drama, also, 

of Roofing ;" with 12 Plates. as well as the ancient, shared Mr. Jod* 

« Exemplars of Tudor Architecture^ reU's attention. " A Widow and no 
adapted to modern habitations, with Widow,'* a dramatic piece of three acts 

illustratiTe details selected from ancient by him, was acted at the Haymarket in 
edifices, and Observations on the Fur- 1779, and printed in 1780, 8vo. It 

niture of the Tudor period, 1829;** appears, from tlie Monthly Review (toL 

with 37 Plates. — Gentiemans Magtf Ixv. p. 233. ), that living characters were 

xine. deleted among the dranuUu persona ; . 

'< the artist is a coarse painter, but com- 

J. monly hits off a striking likeness." At 

the same theatre, in 1783, was performed 

JODRELL, Richard Paul, Esq* with success his <' Seeing is Believing,*' 

D. C. L., F. R. S., and F. S. A. ; De- in one act, printed in 1786. His tra* 

puty lieutenant and Justice of the gedy, called <* The Persian Heroine,*' 

Peace for tlie counties of Oxford, having been rejected by the managers of 

Derby, Norfolk, and Middlesex ; father the two great theatres (the particulars 

of Sir Richard Paul Jodrell, Bart. ; of which transactions are given in the 

January 26. 1831 ; at his house in Literary Anecdotes, vol. ix. p. 2.), was 

I'ortknd Place; aged 85. . printed in 1786, 8vo. and 4to. In the 

Mr. Jodrell was descended from an following year he publislied « Select 
ancient family, originally of Derbyshire, Dramatic Pieces ; some of which have 
and afterwards of Staffordshire. His been acted on provincial theatres, others 
great-grandfather, Paul Jodrell, Esq., have been written for private perform- 
who died in 1728, was for 43 years ance and country amusement;** and con- 
Clerk of the House of Commons. His sisting of, « Who's Afraid?** a farce; 
father, of the same name, was Solicitor- the <* Boarding School Miss,*' a cih- 
General to Frederick Prince of Wales ; medy ; " One and All," a farce ; " The 
and married Elizabeth, daughter of Disguise,** a comedy ; '* The Musico,'* 
Richard Warner, of North Elmham, in a farce ; and « The Bulse,** a dramatic 
Norfolk, Esq. They had three sons: piece.* He also published in 4to. 1785, 
the subject of this memoir ; Sir Paul <* The Knight and Friars,** an historic 
Jodrell, M. D., who was knighted in tale, from Hey wood's riwcuccior, — « the 
1787, and having been physician to the work of three mornings in the Christmas 
Nabob of Arcot, died at Madras in 1 80S ; holidays. ' * 

and Henry Jodrell, Esq. a Commis- In 1784 Mr. Jodrell became a mem- 

sioner of Bankrupts, and M.P., who ber of the club founded at the Essex 

died in 1*814. Head, for the purpose of cheering the 

Mr. Jodrell was born Nov. 1 3. 1745 ; declining days of l}r. Johnson ; and, it 

and, having lost his father in 1751, had is believed, that he and the late Mr. 

lived in possession of his paternal es- Chamberlain Clark, who died a few 

tates for nearly 80 years. He was edu- days before him, were ** positively the 

cated at Eton and at Hertford College, last " survivors of that celebrated literary 

Oxford ; and his attachment to his clas- fraternity. Mr. Jodrell was elected a 

sical studies was evinced by his compo- Fellow of the Royal Society in 1772, 

sitions in the Muss Etonenses, and by and of the Society of Antiquaries in 

subsequent more laborious publications. ; ^ 

To the supplementary Notes of Potter's 

iEschylus, printed in 17/8, he was a * In the Biographia Dramatica,edited 
contributor; in 1781 be published, in two by Stephen Jones, there is very great 
volumes 8vo., << Illustrations of Euri- confusion respecting Mr. Jodrell. He 
pides, on the Ion and Bacchee ; " and in is divided into two ; and yet under both 
1790 another volume, « On the Alces- heads it is his brother who is described 
tis,** (see Nicholses Literary Anecdotes instead of himself. Hiis arose in some 
of the Eighteenth Century, voL viii, measure from his bearing the name of 
p. 102. ; vol. ix. p. 68. ; and a Review Paul and his brother being known as 
in vol. Ix. of the Gentleman's Magaxine, Sir Paul JodrelL His brother, how- 
p. 547. ; and also in Cradock's Me- ever (as we learn from a private letter), 
moirs, vol. iv., will be found four let- was author of a farce acted at Col- 
ters of Mr. Jodrell relating to the copy man's Theatre ; but the title does not 
of Euripides, formerly belonging to appear. 
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1784. He was created D. C. L. at Ox- Vedras, and the officer who led the 

ford, July 4. 179S. attack upon Bergen-op-Zoom. Capt. 

At the genera] election 1790, Mr. J. commenced his naval career under 

Jodrell was returned one of the barons the late Sir J. S. Yorke. He received 

fai Parliament for Seaford ; but by the his first commission in 1802 ; and was 

decision of a committee, which was not junior Lieutenant of the Amphion 32 

given until the second session, he was when that frigate conveyed Lord NeU 

declared not duly elected on the 19th son from off Brest to the Mediterranean^ 

of March, 1 792. However, when Mr» on the renewal of hostilities with France, 

Sargent was made Clerk of the Ord- in 1803. He subsequently assisted at 

nance, in Jan. 1794, he was^re^elected the capture of a Spanish squadron, 

for the same place ; but after the disso* laden with treasure, from South Ame- 

luUon in 1 796 he did not again sit in rica bound to Cadiz. On the 8tli Nov. 

the House. 1808, he was severely wounded in a 

With advancing years, the mind of gallant but unsuccessful boat attack on 

Mr. Jodrell had become obscured, and the coast of Istria. On the 27th Aug. 

from the year 1822 he gradually sunkj 1809, he again highly distinguished 

until he reached total and absolute in- himself, at the capture and destruction 

capacity. It became necessary to throw of six heavy gun vessels, seven traba*. 

legal protection over his person' and colas, and a land battery of four long 

property, which was effected, afker the 24.pounders, at the mouth of the Piavie, 

proper investigation, before a commis- and in sight of the enemy's squadron at 

sion de lunatico inquirendo, Venice. In Sir William Hoste's offi- 

Mr. Jodrell married May 19. 1772, cial letter on that occasion, " the prompt 
his second cousin, Vertue, eldest daugli- manner in which Lieut. Jones turned 
ter and co-heiress of Edward Hase, of the giins of the battery on the enemy's 
Sail, in Norfolk, Esq., who was the vessels** was noticed as highly praise- 
second son of John Hase, of Great worthy. He afWrwards commanded the 
Melton, in Norfolk, Esq., by Mary, Tuscan brig, and was employed in co- 
daughter of Edward LomfcM;, of Weston, operation with the defenders of Cadiz, 
Esq., and aunt to Mr. JodrelPs mother, during the siege of Tlsla de Leon, ip 
By this lady, who died May 23. 1806, the year 1811. His last appointment 
he had five sons and two daughters: was, Jan. 23. 1817, to the Pandora of 
1. Paul, and 2. Paul, who both died in 18 guns, on the Irish station, where be 
infancy; 3. Sir Richard Paul Jodrell, remained for a period of nearly two 
Bart., of Magdalen Hall, Oxford, M. A. years. He obtained post rank, Dec. 7. 
1806, who succeeded to his baronetcy 1818. 

in 1817, on the death of his great uncle In 1827, Capt. Jones published 
Sir John Lombe, who took that name '* Travels in Norway, Sweden, Fin- 
instead of Hase in 1762, and was land, Russia, and Turkey; also on the 
created a Baronet in 1784; he married, coast of the Sea of Azof and of the 
in 1814, Amelia Caroline King, daugb- Black Sea, &c. &c." in 2 vols. Svo* 
ter of the Earl of Kingston, and has Previously to these travels, which were 
several children ; 4. Edward Jodrell, undertaken by him with a view to the 
Esq., of Trinity College, Oxford, M.A* acquisition of professional knowledge;, 
1811; he married, in 1812, Mary, fourth be had already inspected all. the naval 
daughter of W. Lowndes Stone, of arsenak and ports of France and HoU 
Brightwell, in Oxfordshire, Esq., and land; and in this publication be relates 
has issue ; 5. the Rev. Sheldon Jodrell, the result of his examination of them, ap 
of Trinity College, Cambridge, M.A; well as of those of Russia, Sweden, 
1815, Rector of Saxlingham in Nor- and Denmark; thereby presenting his 
folk ; 6. Sophia ; and, 7. Louisa (twin readers with a great store of accurate 
with Sophia), who was married to information, and much acute remark, 
Richard Jennings, Esq., and died in on the amount and condition of th^' 
1826. — Gentleman*s Magaxme. maritime force of most of the European 

JONES, Captain George Matthew, powers. He received the greatest atr 
of the Royal Navy, author of Travels in tention from the late and present Em- 
Russia and the north.eastem countries peroraof Russia, and from the Empress 
of Europe. Mother.. 

This 'gentleman was brother to Col. Shortly after his travels, Capt. Jones 

J. T. Jones, of the Royal Engineers, was attacked by a paralysis of the limbs ; 

the constructor of the iines of Tonnes and repaired to Italy for t|)e recovery, of 
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he had the niifortuiie to ftll down « out with great good humour. He haa 

flight of steep atone stepa at Malta s left the entire of his property (eicept 

three of bis riba were broken, and hia a few legacies), including an eztei^vc 

shoulder dislocnied; and on tlie third library of scarce mathematical bnoks» U> 

day he expired. By this necident the hi«bi!(»thwSaiDuelJoi|ei»^^^««Nefmnif« 

naval aenrioe has Inst a brave* alulful^ Ma§9aMd* .• « ■ . 

and aeaioua ofli«Kr ; and his friends m ' • <. ... '... r 

man of < enligbleMNi miod, h«noiirabl» . ^' v 

condvct»-«nd amiable -manii^M* -^ 3far-; K.. *.) f. . , ..v 
MkaWt J%urt Navol £iiifM|ii^, , and 

GemUawum*9 Mmgiimmt. ■ . K££&, Alexander Robei^ £s^«,» 




JON£S» WiUiam, IS^q,, of Jslio^ Optaiir ia the Koyal Nav^4Mld..a^P««. 

tony andknf the lirm.of W.- and Si^ Joiiefn at $t<webonse^ n^aar Plymouth i A4>i^''l«« 

opUciM^ UoUmmwi .Feb. i:u 1631 ^ 1891. . ^ ..->'. i 

at his houie in Brigfataa $ . aged ^& Captain Kerr was.a eon ^f X.i9Ut. Uo*^ 

Ha waa breugbt. for ward under hia bert Kerr, R. N., who died at Gre^niF» 

father John Jonesr a^ epticiaa of Aomet wicb . liosp^ul .in^48p£* .JSj^ entered 

eminenos^ and flBiiy' diseovered i^ fz- the navy aa Midshipman. 99 \»^ffffL,jjp^ 

traordinaiy iorca ctf .uadoMindiflig, with JEU)dynii<i9, Capt^.. Qambpec^.-ift 'i^(Wf> 

a disp#eiti»».to cuitMnale itto tba^itmotti 1181; and sen^ in «ariou& shipM oiftc^ 

in mathematical nnd ^^biloapphical X9m qf which waa the Boreas. ijjgateaXuftf 

search, which. waa much .assisted by his Horatio NeLspOi^ op theJL«eeiyai:dJs\|9nc(jpi| 

frequent inueroaune with that very. emi*> Nort|i Axnerican, Jan?i|ica, w^d C^i 

nent optician and .voUuniuotta . writer s^tjpns, until hi^ proinotimi iU) 

Mr. Benjaawn Atetan, of Fleet $Mr«etv of Li^^tenaotin 1790^ .i^ppv. _ 

He alao eniployed bis leisure hours ia October, 1791, l)e wa^ senior 3U i ft^jt » na | ^ 

privately, tteacbing Aatronomy, Mather of the Narcissus, Capti Mi^^chin; i^cCta 

matics, and- P/acl^»l'Sorvey ing ; and in subsequently joined th^ poston^<ig» CiWfe 

a few iaslnacet gave public lectures on George W. A>Cottrte^i|y,intheejD|H0Sl 

Astrenomgr.- - . ... p^ent of which sl^ip w^tji X4'.^fnbu«^^ 

These jciroiimstenoeft introduced him near New York, Aug. 1 793,. w^ep Capju 

to the societal of the roost eminent ma* Courten^y waa ilaiii, Mr. KenyisecfiY^ 

tliematieaLand astronomical professor! a grape-shot wound in.tfie^cuil4^(y/M)4 

of the time, Drs* Priestley, Hutton^ lost the sight, ojfjiis fightV^el>y»lif\f( 

Maskcyiirnei, Professor .Vince, and 01 hers, tef s* • . ,Xbe action ^iTiun|^te^^i^.ig|f-^pi^ 

But during tbeoe pursuits, his industry battle ; an4 th^ Boston, al^;f^aiij|H| 

and attention, an conjunction with .his its extensive injuries at Naw^oi^^W'uI 

brother and iwrv.iving partner Samuel returned to England in 1795« '' '< •,., 
Jones, were conatantly ex^cit^ed iu an Lieipt. Kerr, afierft i^rds se^ xed ^j^he 

extensive practical execution of his pro-* Repulse 64 ; axid aboAili AP^iV<^ ^^^^iffM 

fession, which proved. the means of in* appointed Fifst Lieutenant Jofth^ sVv^ 

trodudog many skilful workmen as 46, commanded by the, present 9^yi 

manufacturers -of optical and mathe- Admiral CunniAgham. ij^hq^ifip r^ffrt- 

matical instruments. ing the captuce of Ia Ves^le f ' 

Mr. W* Jones published Descripdona 1799, declared that he ha4. '^fec^i 

of the Orreiy ; of a Case of Mather that. support frpu) XiieuL Keii;m ' 

matical Instruments; and of Hadley*s was prepared to expect by hia. am 

Quadrant*' The whole of the late Ge>rge conduct in. fbrm.ec cxttical ap4. ?9!P& 

Adams's works were rexpublished by trying occasion^,'* , . . ; I i 

him, with additions and improvements. . After six years* active ^rvlce m tbal^ 

To the Encyclopaedia Britannica, and frigate, Mr. J^enr. was promoted to. thiT 

Rees*s Cydopsedia, be was a consider* rank of. Commander/ April HB^.l^^JS^ 

able contributor. From that pier jod to 1 806 lie ^omq^mci^. 

In the latter period of his life he was the Diligence and Combatantl slocf^ 

obliged by illness to withdraw from the both employed in watching the ep^ijoy); 

anxiety of businesv. Mid chiefly resided flotilla at Boulpgne; and. in the ^<^!(er 

at Brigliton, where, hie was never so vessel he ateisted at. the capture of .«( 

pleasingly engaged as in io^MUting his lugger privateer near Cape Gri^ez. H^ 

knowledge to his yoiing and scientific post commission, was dated.. Jan. 22. 

friends. Insodety he was cheerful and 1806. 
interesting, full of philosophical and Between Aug. 1808 and J[une« 1809, 
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Capt KeiT was saccessive;l)r appointed, bands of the enemy* «»lien- att^inpting^ 

pro tempore, to the Tigre, Valiant, and to bring o0^an America vessel thathad^ 

lievenge, third rates, employed ofi* Brest, been driven on shore* After a residence 

L' Orient, and Rochefort. At the raen)0«. of several months on parol^, at North- 

rahle affhir in Aix Roads, April. 12. ampton and South Ha41ey, in the pro> 

1809, the Revenge was one of the ad- vince of Md^sacbusetts, an exchange 

▼anced squadron under the orders of of prisoners took^placQ, about Decem- 

Capt. (afterwards Rear-Adra.) Bligh, ber, 1776; and our officer returned, to 

wlioyon the trial of Lord Gambler, gave the duties of his profession. In Feb. 

his opinion that it was " impossible a 1777, he was appointed by Lord Howe 

ship could be better placed than the Re- to the command of the Haerlem, of, 

yenge ; and indeed the general conduct 12 guns ; and his judicious and spirited 

pf the Revenge on that day reflets the conduct in entering an enemy's port, 

highest credit on the zeal and bravery of and taking from thence several small 

her Captain." She sustained consider- vessels, was so much approved, that that 

able loss from tho batteries on the nobleman directed liis personal share of 

island. the prize- money to be distributed aipong 

Capt. Kerr was next appointed to th^ the immediate captors. 

Ganymede 26, and then to the Unicorn In July, 1778, the Haerl^m fell ii^ 

as ; in which frigate he captured le Gas- with the Frepcb fleet undf^r Count 

con French privateer of 16 guns and d*£sta|n^ and narrowly escaped cap- 

113 men ; and L^Eap^rance (formerly ture, having received several shot from a 

H. M.*s 22-gun ship Laurel), armed en 50-gun ship, then in chase, of a British 

JfatjCr, with a valuable cargo of East In** frigate. Lieut. Knight immediately. 

dia produce. In April, 1811, he assumed gave intelligence of his falling in with 

tb« command of the Acasta 48, in which Uie enemy to the Commander-in-chief; 

-h# captured the American privateer Curt- and was thereupon removed into the 

lew of 16 guns, and several other vessels Eagle, of 64 guns, bearing the flae of 

of minor importance. On his return to Lord Howe, with whom he returned to 

l&ngland in July, 1815, Captain Kerr England in the ensuing October, 

was nominated a C. B. for his long and Towards the conclusion of the Ameri- 

arduous services. can war, Mr. Knight had the gopd for- 

He.married, in Jan. 1805, Chariot^e, tupe to be appointed First Lieutenant of 

Sungest daughter of Charles Maute, the Barfleur, of 98 guns, the flag-ship of 

. D., formerly a physician in India, Rear- Adm. Sir S. l£>od, on the Leeward 

and by that lady had seven children. Island station; and to that excellent 

His eld^t son ia an officer in the navy, officer he owed lus advancement to the 

-^Ahridged from jlifar«W/*« Royal ^a- rank of Post- Captain, Sept 21. 178i; 

no^ JSlrbgrqnAvt when he was appointed to the 3brewsr 

KNIGHT, Sir John, K. C. B., bury 74. He remained with Sir Samuel 

Admiral of the Red; June 16. 1831, Hood, and was present at all his bril^ 

«t his seat, Woodend, Hampshire, a fter liant achievements in 1781 and 1782 ; 

.a very short illness, aged 83. and in such estimation were his abilities 

This officer was the son of Rear- Ad- held, that, in the hour of battle with M. 

mijral John Knight, with whom he em- de Grasse's superior fleet at St. Kltfs, 

barked at an early period of life, and the Rear- Admiral removed him from the 

aerved iq the Tartar frigate on the ezpe- Shrewsbury, to command his own flag- 

ditions against Cancalle, Cherbourg, ship the- Barfleur. On the evening of 

^ 9(C. ; ana was with the squadron under the memorable 12th April, 1782, Capt. 

Xord Anson, which escorted her M&- Knight received and presented to Iiia 

jcsty Queen Charlotte to England, in Admiral the sword of Count de Grasse, 

.September, 1761. During the long and those of all the surviving officers of 

calm that preceded the war with the the Ville de Paris. A few days after fhe 

colonies, wa find him assisting in the action. Sir Samuel Hood was detached 

maritime survey of the coast of North in pursuit of the beaten enemy ; and on 

America. the 19th came up vrith, and captured, 

In 1775, Mr. Knight was Second two ships of 64 guns each, together with 

Lieutenant of the Falcon, Captain John a frigate and a sloop. 

Xiinzeoa which was one of the vessels For six months preceding the peace; of 

that covered. the attack on Bunker's 1783, Prince William Henry, the pre- 

Hill. Some time after, Lieut. Knight sent sovereign ofthis country, performed 

bad the misfortune to fall into the the duty of a midshipman in the Bar- 

VOi^ XVI. G O 
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ileiir, ft ftortion of fach day being all^ prel«nce •f being m tbe course of pay- 

tedf.bytbe A^mirai'at dpsira^. for a pair* naent. Tha firmness evinced by the 

ticnlai: part of naval .education, ^^f cooiUtuted authorities a| len^ ro- 

atudy pod^rCapt^iKiiigb^;, Iron^ w^o^ pipved tiiie ipapending ^e^U^ and the 

tUAtion his Royal Highness derived. a(^ spirited and glorious oond'uqt pf these 

knawledgad advantage. When the ao misguided men. in the action ^th the 

count, <)f a.eessfttjou. of , hostilities bad !putch fleet off C(unperdown^ , C^ct. 11. 

r«Khed,Jasciaiq»»iq Itilarchy 1783, Xpr^ that year, completely vviji^ A^ifX. ^ 

Ha^^rm^d \b^ Prince to visU C^ i)isgrace ii¥;urred' by theii' ^ate proceed- 

^Fsj^^oi^aadlho^ayaimah; after which iog^ Sub^quenu^ to thfit^ victory, 

hifi Lordship retiirAed to JEnglapd with papt. Knight field fi|S€^arat,e corom^u^ 

the ^t^iMtdron ui^dfj? his command, aiid m^the ^oast of Ireland ;',^fterwhich,^e 

ftrrjived.at Spitl^fid on the 26th June^^ tf firy^d in. the Chaqn^^^^ei?t',,^n^,on the 

being a.p^rjod of profound pf«ce, Capt^ liiediterraneai) station^ under |^rds $t 

Kpig^ T/evo!^^ yr'nhovJk »fif iippolnt^ Vincent, Bridport, ah^l^}tJf(,^ J^ 4^ug. 




•ppf^rancQi 

^ood/agaift.-.-,.^,^...^^^^, , ^ ^^^ ^, — _.. ^,-_ . _ 

JCoigi^t fvAS agiiio. appointed his Lord>- . ,^iia service the .Montague «. boats ma^® 

i^ip*« .CaptaiQy. in . tl^ Victory of 100 ^ore than one successful attack oi&, the 

gMn«;-,which lie contiwed.tp. command ,eneqy*$< coasting vessels /&nlgp!(ff 

unt^ thi^ Gjm^ adjustment of tjie dispute Xsland» in 1^. 48"^ 1^; . lon^' i 66®r4^^irfy 

witl^ J^Mu^^nd that which subsequentl/ liamb^, after Sir John l^i^t^hj^^ 

took place between Great Britain and foead Capt, W. ]£L.^rong|^Pi^who«lira» 

B.WHNhm.^91' , , * ' •• ^^ •• • 
,, pifL,(|h?., commencement of th^ w^ 




]Pii|^. ^ ,Fren^ Republic, X^ord Hoo^ J^aiglit was advanced to 'thi^^ if^iiJi^^'Qir 

^{^ Jimmediately called forth U> com- Uear-AdmlraloftheBlue,^ai^ l/-l1s^|^ 

mand a.powierful fle<^t, destined lor the ^ut did not .serv^ i^ain .ducin^ t(ff ff^ 

^ie(fjteri:9!nean.;,aod Capt. Knight, was jpoainder V the, war,. .^ Jn Aphl. ^1^5^ 

4^lfk,si^I|^^^d,^ accompany him. In his Aag itras fly ipg oa board t^ej^e^ 

the.fatjgnes of .service at Toulon and of 98 guo^ ijipd^ orders /of tb? ffi^ 

(Corsica he bore his full sharc^ and re- terran^ap; and lii t^esupamer'af that 

i(;i^i^ed .d^^< ^^^^mmms from his noble year he succeeded to the commi^i^]jS| 

.p#trorf„wit^ whocn he returned to £n|> ^Gibraltar, and hoisted )ils iag, oi^^jb^p^ 

hmdin J^c^mber, 1794. He continued, the Guerrier ,guard-s|)ip, <^t/thatp&^e* 

howe)Ver,.,to command the Victory as a He was promoted to. tlie rapl^ Pt'i^S^ 

privatctsbipif.apd c^ the 25th May sailed Admiral, in 1805; AdmitiJ, in i^l^i 

from . Siy l^lep'st in company with a and nomijpated ^ K • C. B ., ' Jap^ !^^ 4jXrr 

squ;94cAKi .^pn^manded by Eear- Adro. H^e mabied a daughter of tne late^l^on. 

J\ipinn, ,and the. trade for the Heditet- Col. Pfeter Poy,Vudge of the Su^nar 

rjWf^Um . Jn the, partial action which Court of Massachusetts^ previouslv to t^e 

took. p)ace between the British and revolt of the Colonies, By that la^ he 

French ^ets, July IS. 17 95,. the Victory had a numerous family ; two of hiV.fona 

particularly .distingmsbed herself. Rear- are o65cers in the navy; and several pf 

Adm. Mann having shifted his Bag to his daughters are married. , 
that^hip. To Sir John Knight *s peculiarab^liji^e^ 

In D.ecember following, Sir John Jer- in addition to his professional talen^ 

Vis having hoisted his flag on board the the Admiralty vras indebted for iSis iiau>- 

Victory, Capt. Knight returned to £ng- tical observations, in many valui^|e 

land across the Continent ; and, on bh charts of America, the lAecGterraneaK, 

arrival, was appointed to command the Britisli Channel, &c. A portrai^ of h^ 

JMontague, of 74 guns, belonging to the was published In the, Naval Chrohi^e 

North Sea fleet. Nothing material oc- for 1 B04. ^- MarihalCs Jtot/al Navatj^u^ 

curbed until the spring of 1797, when it grajyfii/. 

vvas discovered that the mutiny at Spit. KNOX, the Hon. and Right Her. 

head had spread its contagion thiough William, D. D. Lord Bishop of Derry, 

the ships employed under the orders of a Trustee of the Irish Linen ^anufac- 

Adm. Duncan; for^on that oBcer put. tore, Sic, ; brother to Lord' Viscount 

ting to sea, to cruise .00* the back of far- Northland; July 9. 1831 ; at his bouse 

mouth Sands, the Montague and Nassau in George Street, Hanover Square, 
refused to weigh their anchor, under His Lordship was bom' June 14. 
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1762, the fourth son of Thomas first one to be erected on the foundation of 

"Viscoun^ Northland, by ^he Hon. Anne Erasmus Smith. At its formation you 

Vesey, second daughter of John Lord bestowed upon it four hundred pounds, 

Knap'ton. He was educated at Trinity and endowed it with twenty guineas a 

College, Dublin, wherejhe obtained a year. Under the direction of the females 

Feffowship. Haying been for some of your family another school has been 

i!me Chaplain to the Irish House of established, in which, at their exclusive 

Commons, he was, in 1794, consecrated expense, twenty unprotected girls receive 

!6ishbpofKillaIoeand Kiifenora; from foocf, clothing, and education. We 

which see he was translated to that of enumerate only Some of our public cha- 

Derry in liOSV ITie great revenue of ritfes which feel your Lordship's humane 

the bishopric of Derry has naturally, and liberal Inter^rence'^ but, lYi fact, 

'tiWing to the prevalent odium of church t|iere is, not one established amongst us 

iiroperty inTreland, made Bishop Kiioi that has not excited your interest and 

an pbject of reproach and vituperatiotj. received your support. We, who know 

A more satisfactory answer fliari could you best, can best appreciate the vileness 

tie given by any of his A'iends or any of Aat article whicb anxiously, but im- 

ir^porter or the Protestant church, win poteptly, attethpt^ fO '#ound your reput- 

lie found ill the following extracts from atioii atid diistiirb yotxr peace. Within 

Uri addr^s signed by the titular Bishop the Walls of that IriHlding (the Cathedral 

of Deny and the Romish clei^gy of that [ofLondon'derri/), for the niegkct of which 

Tit^' as well as by one hundred and slande^ lias exhibited you as the object 

"rfghty-four citizens' and other inhabit- of censure attd reproath; i/oiir character 

lAbt4 o^ th6 9th of May, 1 824 : — has been unanvmoudy and triumphantly 

"'\"** Wheb the characters of men of in- justified,**' 

' ^i^g^ty and honour are falsely and slan- About six months before this address 

.^derously assailed, it becomes the bounden wds presented to the Bi&hop of Derry, it 

^^utj' of every honourable man to detect had been found, upon the in vtetigation of 

nb^ falsehood aiid rebut' the slatider. a Vestry Committee, that tab less a sum 

Puriiy cannot shield a character fr6in th^ four thousand pouhds wduld be 

'cafuixiny — even your Lordship has not necessary tb cofnplete the irepAirs of the 

^^sc^ed defamation. The malevolence Cathedral.' The Bishop offered to take 

of a public print lately depicted you as on himself the expense of erecting a 

.!you are no/ / and we owe it to your Lord- spire, amounting to eight tiundred and 

ship to depict yoix as you arc. When sixty- three pounds ; but he declined, on 

^yoii became our diocesan, you fbund a ^e principle of avoiding an injurious 

<^^edrfil within whose walls divi&e ser- precedent, which might in time be ex- 

irice'had not for a long, time been per- tended to the severe foss erf the inferior 

Ibrmed. Qn your arrival a tower was Clergy, to contribute to repairs which 

DuUding for the re-erection of a spire ; 'the law required to be done at the^ ex- 

and you aided the object by a contribu- pense.of the parish, lihe Cathedral being 

tion (of nearly one thousand pounds, the parish church of Templemore. His 

Our nuinberless public institutions -^ Lordship expended, on the whole, near- 

^bur daily craving charities, bear ample ly three thousand ' founds in adorning 

.'^testimony, that the funds with which >his sacred edifice., which rs now, per- 

'Prbvidence has intrusted you are neither haps, the most splendid of its kind in 

withheld nor misappficd* You founded Ireland. 

bur Charitable Loan by your energies. . Notwithstanding the free and volun- 

' 3y a powerful appeal from the pulpit tary acknowledgment of the becoming 

vou explained its object, convinced us of manner in which the Bishop of Derry 

'its utility, and obtained for it the means distributed his income, which has been 

Which gave it formation and impulse, above quoted, it would have been con- 

' You formed the present Free School, trary to all nature and experience to 

'With indefatigable anxiety for the edu- suppose that the di$airected and revolu- 

cation of our youth, you solicited and tionary jparty would abstain from their 

obtained grants for its support. You abuse cf the incumbent of so rich a piece 

bestowed upon it of your means one )of Church preferment. ' The foul libels 

thousand pounds ; and you further en- have been perpetuated to. the present 

dowed it with one hundred pounds a hour ; and in defiance of all reason and 

■ year. When you came among us there fact, he has continued to be called the 

was no public institution for the educa- " rich bishop of the ruined Cathedral ! *' 

tion of the poor. You have since caused In brief. Bishop Knox was the patron 
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Uifoii^tibiit tns{6/, k zealous pt-bmbtd'^ Id tbr£itbiye; 'a pkfifte df #hiefi' b ' 
or'agrtcultuyal ^staBHsb^'en'ts, an etif gtf6h i6ir Tbdk'esbvV <* lYatiitU^ X^eodl^ 
coaragct' df tkerature, hospltatte tB neriiJs:**^ 

stranger^, and' a' siacere friend td'fh^ Wife' was bwn fn the rectofy ficm^ ift 
poor. *' Stifdu^OD;in^SiriroItjand wte'pfeiC€Sl 

"He paWished; Ih lYilSll «*"T«iro Sii*: at a^er^ ear>y'8g6 nnfder tho cire ailcl 




His Lordship married, Sept: Idl I'tdS, vmthS instrtoctfott flir'a' }jeribd' 6f SaiW- 

ifnne, d^u^ter of JTamet Spencer, Es^'. ye&rs; fife wat renKWetf'ti' Sti F^iiri^' 

of 'Rat!iaQgan, c6. ICHdareV and li:!^ ^ Seh'odl, Lofidot^, tli^nf ifi&rder the judSt:' 

tfiat ladv, ^o sut>^iVes him; OVe sons cfotis «vip)^rimendence t»f that iA}ljf^tl 

artdtendiriightcrs: 1. J^an; S.lltomaii, afccomplished scholar, 'George 'Trildk- 

whodied hi l^»4ged'sixteei^; 3. tH^ n^ss^, ^^. THthkh ei^tbxtion' fHMn' 

llev. Janies Spencer knoz/ ttectoi' of thfs sdiodi/ ^e was eti'ler^ A pensfoi^. 

Miu^ra, CO. Loridfooderry ; be married, df Tffnity College, CkmhHdg^V whi^ H^ 

in'ftr^, Clarai eleventh aVid younger proceeded to the degree of A.B.frf 17731 

daraebter of the Rt. Bon. John Beres- attd fo that of A. M. in 177)9.'' In'I'yti 

fib'd^ sister to the Bishop of Kilmore, b^wa^ licensed, on the nbmina^o&'^6^ 

tnd second cousih to the Mai-quis Of Oeorge WllliteA Earl bf BritltoT. to l!hV 

Waterford, by whom he has' seyera Pferpetuial CUra^r of ' HayfoW iti 1^-' 

cimdren;'4. the Rev. Wiltian^ Ktiox, fblk; and ih the fSiYafwlhjf fi^tif'^wiS^' 

Bkctot of "Banynascreen, co. tbrtdon- pWsehted'hy thte CJkloWti tt> toe BeWofJ- 

di^rry, who married, first, In 1811 , Sarah^ of "Hblmley fn the sattfe Cotinty, UMni 

shftertaiSr Robert Ferguson, of Lonl that of Bt' Matthew in Ip«ir9cfii Tn^ 

doaderry,Bart. ; and secondly, in Id^Sl, 18^6 he resigned, at the solic^lfoi!^'^ 

hi& first cousin Louisa, second daughter tb^ present Marquis o^ Bristol, tttfe htl^^ 

of tfte Rev. Sir John Robinson, of rtiey of Playfbrd. ' ' .r.m 

Rolbeby Hall, co. Louth, Bart, and In his ptiblic; a^ Well )ft$ in >^i&^prrv>M* 

Mary- Anne Soencer, sister to Mrs. character, Mr. Laytoii %as inost h!^1jP 

Knox; he has children by both marriages: valued atid most dese'Hredl j^ t^sJ/^^^t^d'V^ 

^i Anne Elizabeth'; 6. Mary, who died and his loss will* be long Mt ^ifd lafhtoil/ ' 

ati in&nt'^ i^ Isabella Charlotte, marl ed by a numerous circle of 'fri^odsUHflT' 

ried lA I8^4'to Octavlus Wigram, Esq. acquaintance. Few persons ^rer ^kA' 

brcth riioihe present Sir RobtWigram, a more active and U!^fbl lfiV;'^n*llW 

Knt. iand Bart, ; 8. Elizabeth Selina, one was more fVequ«ntly constiflded W^ 

married in 1816 to William Pontonby, more ready to giv^ advice, anlf rendyf' 

Bs<^. the eldest sou of ChambreBrabazoh assistance in matters of ddnbt akd'fUit^ 

Fbnsonby Barker, Esq.' and Lady Hen- ficulty^and in Reasons ofaflllctibttAiitf 

rietta t^ylour ; d. George ; 10. Louisa- distress. Oh all subjects connected #ltfa 

Ca^^'ne, who died in 1870, in her ecclesiastical aftaiVs, hiak^owTedgcf'dna^ 

twelBth year ; 11. Frances Lcetxtia ; 1^. infoi'mation were most correct aird*'«f- 

Henrieita Maria Octavia ; 13. Charies- tensive : These, therefore, were cbinAMlfiy 

Henry ; 14; Emily- Lavinia ; and 15, sought after by bis clerfcaTblrethreii, i^ia 

Helen Adelaide. — Genikmm's Ua^a- as f!ree)y arid kindly imparted to thei^.- 

itfrteJ A Kealotts advocate for dvil and i^l^;;$bfits 

Ifberty, and ilrmly attached t6 thtab 

* ' cohstitijtional priuciplefti vHiicti wenft- ^ 

L. t4>lish'ed at the Rtfvofutioti, hii^ selMt- 

thatiik were llbenil atid enfdArgtfd ; Hiid, 

LA tTO% the Rev. "W^TMn, A'. M. although such sentiments at' aM timb 

Feb. 19. 1831, at his residence in Sf. elcposed him td obtoquy a^d ceoktiire, 

Mary, at £lm% Ipswich, in his Slst yet oh every occasion he fbarlessly 

year. maintained them, and boldly acted up 

He was the, only surviving son of the to those principles with firmness and 

Rev. Andrew Layton, A. M. for consistency. Ih disposition he Was kind 

twenty-eight years rector of St. Mat- and benevolent; and his contributions 

thew, in Ipswich, descended from a very to charitable institutions, more espe- 
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daily to tJmiepfJjpwiqh and his oatWe^ rectiiTe Jbw^d. vP^a.,l|i?,i^^tiaii,™^,, 

county, were liberal and e^tunsiv^ a/id chiefly directed to tlic ecclesiastic^ oiSn, 

exceeded only by his m(ure Qunoorous acts tory of his native comity ; aod in .tliMa 

of private beneficence. But his real per- h^ faypurite department, his cpanusccipt 

sonal character coujd be Justly apjire- cqUectipns were post ample, and of the. 

ciated only by those w«ho. were most inti^ highest value from their extreme accu- 

mately acquainted with h|m« They well racy an^ fainuten^ of researct^ Q^e 

know that, as a brother, he. was most in-, wdt^r of t^^is mempir has olf^en h^krd 

dulgent and affectionate ; as a fr|^> hin;^ jremarkj thai ** for fear of error be 

most, kind and siQC^^'c; and as a master, dfirGid not put pen to paper ;* \f\xf. wh^ni 

most generotis and ^onuderale* For t^e pen was once put, the ^ct or dat^ 

i^ut a year previously to his decease, . was then unquestionable. . 

Hr« Layton's health had been visibly Th^ pa^^ of the'lGentlemanV Ma- 

^ecllDing, although his faculties con- gazioc were fVequ^ptly indited to lu^v. 

tTttued unimpaired to the last; but the for m/iUy.useful corrections, .and variou^. 

natural vigour of. his constitution en«. 8hoi;t biograpliical poticesj; ^uul ,tho^,^f . 

ab}ed bim frequently to rally in .such a the " jL^lierary fy,^ecdoU»,^^ /^s wfiU i)a. 

manner, as to excite. tl|e most lively the «* lllus.trations 0/ LUerat^ufC," fwa, 

tiop^a in the breasts of his friends that enriched with ma^y^gf hjs.vi^uable a;a4 

his life ought be spared to them for some judiclpus remarks, ^ift,. l^aytoi\'^4^^:f(e 

time longer. "JRiese hopes, howcvei^ is honourably recorded by the, la^o M^f 

^oved unfounded; ^and .that .trying Nichols, in. his advertiseineAt to t^. 

acene was now rapidly approaching, in eighth volume of the " 4:n^<^4Qt^s^*^c^|i)[, 

w]bich\he was .to bid an eternal adieu to in.his.prcface to the fourth of the ^f Xi' . 

€«ei7 thing here below, and to com- lustrations,'^ as one of those ■<< fncfuia' 

XQeiiMrehis'jOurney to ** that better coup- and excellent correspondents^' to w})pa|! 

try '^.-^thiit « undiscovered bournef,fh>ni he returns his sincere acknowle(3g;fi^j^^ 

licence no traveller returns.'* But he for continual assistance, and tjO .^;)jM^pi^ 

Wff& prepared for its approach. The his warpaest thanks are p^ticfib^ly.^:; 

^ppe of* the Gospel, and a coi^cienci? fered.'* ,- . .,r. 

yo^ of offence both towards God and Jn the advertisement to. the fir^t.^o^-. 

fcnan, supported him under the awful lume of the <' Illustrations/*, the e^^or. 

trial/; ..and, byhis.fion reliance on the acknowledgestds '^having bee^.faypuffta. 

naerits and mediation of a Saviour, his by his worthy :and intelligent ^rien4 thf» 

ebd was peace and joy. On the 25th Rev. William Layton.witn. the jmerpoif^: 

his remains were deposited in the family .of Mr. Midgley and A^r. Archde^o^ 

v9iuU^ in the churchyard of St. Matthew, Pearson, and tlie Por.ti:^t of Mr. JVfidg- 

in Ipswich. ley,'* which; appeared lii ,tt^t.^va]ume. 

,. Mr«,Layton was never married, but To the sixth voluq^e of tl^e .^Mne 

liias left two sistejcs, viz. Elizabeth, the worjk, recently pidi>lished,,is prefixed t)i« 

wife of the Rev. Joseph X<owthian» M. A* fbllowisg << Dedication r-* to the Rev. 

Vicar of Thatcham, Berks, and Mrs, William J^yton, l^iA* ,.Re<^w of j5t. 

l^rianne Lay ton, of Ipswich. Matthew, Ipswich, a gentleman to whppi 

Id 1815, Mr. Layton was presented the late Mr. Nichols was indebt^ed, ^ur- 

||y the members of the Ipswich Rook ingafriend^ip<>fraoret^.aforty ye^^s. 

Club with a handsome gold medal, com- for much ^valuable literary ^ assistances 

memorative of his services; and at the this.volume is respectfully dedicated >,b^ 

time of his decease he was one of the his faithful humble ., servant, J. R^ 

oldest surrogates and incumbents in the Nichols and ,$on.'* 

4;ounty of SufTuIk, as well as members The writer of tliis brief mempir, wj^ 

of the Slociety for Promoting Christian was for many years both honoured ami 

Knowledge, of which he was for many .^ratified by his esteem and friendship, 

years the valuable . and active secretary and in whose society he has spent many 

to the District Committee of the town and niany an agreeable hour, now pays 

of Ipswich. tliis last , h^^mh^e, . but .,wellrilierit;pd tii- 

Mr. Layton possessed a very valuable hute of reject, to the memory of a sin-* 

and extensive library, rich in works of cere and hjghly.yaliied fjuevd. 

topography, antiquities, and genealogy. Vale ! [sari, 

to which branches of literature he was Ah! quanto minus est cum reliquis ver- 

early and ardently attached ; and in Q,uam Tui memjnisse ! 

which not a book is to be found tliat Gentlenian]i Magqxine, 

docs not contaiii some marks of his cor- LETIf BR][DG£, Lieut-General 
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HobcM y btMer to tte Itte ChsnpoUbr Hmmi on aoluiil n^rvke ip, Stt yino^gl;!, 

tietMiridg«) Eiq;«f -LwmdMion; Jaiw- .mill wi«.«8pt ta^oipipaod »,popt.injyhr 

ary 5. 183l;'«g«dJK . Cbarib covntiy* Oq ^, t^HTUJiBalMli 

This officer entered the lenrice in >or.lMitilHieft^ reliMPed Imnie, #9d.ii^ 

1 7 76, at the age of sixteen , as an Ensign idnmged into %he 2d batfa^^ pf t^ I9- 

in the 60th regtnuBfat, which he joined .|piii|»iit«erringin Qafta4»& for^l^ciiJbe 

at St. Augustine, in East Florida ; and «xob»rke4 io the. AMgvK p«^eilt .M^ 

«ery«d in' that garrison unii] Ndt. 1*778, joined biafegiiiifnt.in.^n^««4t'in.^f0r. 

when he marched witb the expedition 1798. He returned tp ^9^ivAiliy fr|y 

into Georgia, wnder Major-GenenJ of Lalce.Cbamplainand New.X^i^, In 

Prerost, and was pnsent at the siege of Feb. 180a , In Ffibr 1 W^9 bfi i99»j99' 

Sunbtiry. He returned to England, in pointed lieuL^Cotan^l ^tbeXowtli Jwt- 

the latter end cf 1779, in oonsequcnce taVoiteOtb regiment, seryipg. i 9 jWnfifiSa, 

of promotion in a battalion of tbe regi- vrbera be continued jintil JuwV/i8<^* 

ment semng in Jamaica. Ha arrived In October of tbe same .yfar,, b^vHig 4bfn 

' there in the following Aiigmst, ond re- been more tbaii ttventy^e^bt^yfPiS ^iRP- 

mained until Dec. 17SI, "vHien became gunental o0icer« b0 applM totftb^ Colli- 

home in conMqoenoe of iU health. In mander-uv-chief for a, r^cryfiting dWtlirt* 

Kov. 178S, he embarfced to rejoin bis and was nominated to a.dWict in.Ine- 

regiment in Jamaica, sertcdwith it witil land. He attained tbo Ui«i^ regikiof 

E^ember, 1785, when lie again re- • Goloool in I810» *pd icoAttQU^ ■ |p- 

tumed to Eng^nd. In 1 786» hiscotps specting Field Officer of tbe EdMWkill^ 

was removed td Nov» Scotia; and in district, and subaequentj^ of the. Sbflfofi- 

Jtirly, 1787, he embarked from England bury district, uBiil Feb. l^l^iJKk^.h^ 

for tbe island, of St. John's, with the exchanged with . an . ipsp^ctipg. . field 

view of joining his regim«it at Halifax, officer of Mili^ la. GaiMdo^-J^^d-.^ 

'Ori renAiSng that island, in September, was Ibrtunate enough to reacli ^iMfhec 

he fboitd that hia regiment had been re- lu June* seven d^ys. before tbo.4eo(#r«> 

Hioved fo Queboe, for which place he ation of war by the Governmeiit o^Jbe 

could find no opportunity of proceeding United States. HetjCOntlnued %» servo 

untif the spring ; and when that period in Upper and Lower. CapQda yntil Qct. 

Md arrived, bo rMoived information of 1813» wben^ having been iQclgded in 

hi^ 'having l^een appointed to a company tbe promotion of Major- Generalf.;, of 

in the newly raised fourth battalion of the June of that year ( wbicb j^eqioirod ^m 

isdthregimentin England, so long before from his situation at^ lnffjff^m}$ J^^ 

as the previous September* Instead of finally returned to. EngJaoid- . nj^ .at- 

proce^in^forQaebcJBjfaeof courseem- tained the rank «f'LUut.-Oeiier^ Jn 

barked for England, which he reached 18S5. — Jto^ MUit^y Cklmdar^ ,.« ' 

- 'in Joly, taii Itm no time in joining his LOPES, Sir M»na«K€k Maa^h, 

corps At CliAihatn, where he raised his Bart., a magistrate for tbe frpun|ie# of 

coinpany, prkitfipaUyat his own expense, Devonshire and Wiltabine, and ReQQyi^er 

according to the eondiiions wiiereon he of Westbury; at his sei^» J^wa^w 

bad been apj^nted. - In the following tHous^ in Devonshire, Marclp. Ji6» 1^1 ; 

year he etcSianged back into tbe first aged 76. 

battalion 60tfa regiment, then in Ca* The ancestors of this gentJeman vi^ere 
nada; where he eontinuod to serve till Spanish Jews: be waabnrntn Jamaica, 
July, 1793i when be was again obliged Jan. 27. 1755; the only son qf Mjrdecai 
to ask pennisslon to return to England Rodrigues Lopes, of Clapham,iAi.$u9ey, 
in contiequeiice of ill faealth. ' In Kov^m- Esq,, by Rebecca, daughttr of Jffa- 
lier of that year he was nominated by nasseh Pcrera, of Jamaica. . He was 
Lord Amherstf tbe then Commander- first returned to FSarliament. at th^ gene- 
in-chief of his Majesty's forces, one of ral election in 1802, aa member for 
his Aides-de-camp, which situation he New Ronmey; and, diAriog that Par- 
held until bis Lordship resigned that liament, was created a Baronet by patent, 
post to the Duke of York, in February, dated Nov. 1. 1805, with i^mainder to 
1795. He was then appointed by the bis nephew, Ralfdi Franco, Esq., only 
late Marquis of Townsbend one of his son * of his Ute sister Esther, wifo of 
Aides-de-camp; and continued as such Abraham Franco. In the same year he 
until his promotion to the majority of obtained the royal sign manual to take 
the 3d battalion 60th regiment, in De- the name of Masseb before bis own. 
cember, 1795. At the general election of 1812, Sir 
InMay, 1796, be joined his regiment, Manasseh was returned to Parliament 
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for Barnstaple ; and he was re-elected in the executors in trust for the disposal of 

1819: hut ft was on (he latter ocvMa^ iMtf piincelyibzlflknei i .HiA.rensaim ^f ' 

theit the tninMctiotis took plae« which ^irManMHh.wfiKdiMeirre^i^tPickJieigli. 

ted to x)M disfranehisemeiit of tlie hd- — Gentleman s MaffuAM* ' i .. -; 

Mugh^f Gmmpotmd. On the 16tli of ^f >- .' .. ♦ , . , i 

March, 1819, he was found guihy at ttie \f . > . . .'• , , ■ 

Exeter Assiaea of having cormptcd «9i • ^ Mw 

biihed the electors of that boroii^» in '- . ' , w- . 

wi^f to get himself returned, 4iaviqg M*.D<ER&IOTT,€0lQQielJames.Ute 

gi^en the voters S^, each. On the 3d of the Royal Military GoUvge.; July^.' 

of April, on the motion of Mr. Wynn, 1 88 Kin Windsor Castle; 4(^73, \ 

the House of Gbmmons ordered that the • This estimable cfeuraoter was a patwe 

Attorney. General should prosecute 3ir of £d^>burgb, where he inlwriite^ a 

M. M» Lopes fbr bribery. On the 18th amali petrinoonyv and- was designe<l for 

of Koveinbel' he reeeived sentence In -business; but».iaiiu1ging lu$< propensity 

the Court of King's Bench, » That for for & military U£^ he entered hia Ma- 

Sir Manassefa Masseb Lopes^a irst of- jestyfs aenric# ii^ the jrenr 177.3> fU the 

fenee, of which he had been convictedMn > early age of ^icteen. ■ r 

• 'Cornwall, he should pay to the King a ' la tfaie-foDo^ii^ apring be embarked 
; Ane of 8000/. , and be imprisoned ■ in - ior Americ%< aiul in May was present at 
' Bx«er gaol fbK 1^1 months; and for the Taisin^^ of the siege of Quebec,. and 

iiis secomt offenee in Dei^onshve, -that foUowed Ae. enemy up the river Saint 

'he^hoitld pay to the King a fine ^ of Lswveqce.' He was.in the engD|5ei9ent 

SOOOf. , and be Airther imprisoned in of Truis Riyi^oesv ftiid partieipated ijci,4he 

' the satne gaol for three months. " $ «l^eat of the Americans on- the lakea.on 

Id I82Sv Sir Manasseh again c«Bie the 1 Itb i^nd IStb Oetober. On eyeiy 

* int» -ParHaimenl for ii« own borough oi occasion Jie w^ distinguished tor his 
WeMHiry; and was re-elecftedittt 1826; seal and gallantry, wbich^ ^AM^ taltlie 
i)Ut retired in 1839» to make room for snavity of his Rianners, attrac^esd 4ind 

^ the Right Hon. Robert Feel. conciliated tlie esteem of iJl his superior 
^' ' Siy M. M. Lopes married Charlotte, officers. He was eiFer actiyely emplQyed 
'>d4ughterof John Yeates, of Monmouth-' on the expeditions aad see vtis,,, find 
'" ahite« Esq. ' His daughter Esther died always dHieharged bis duties with hojvi^ur 
*' ' July 1.161 9>aged ^. He is aucceeded to himself and benefit to. ^ eteiri;ic£w f 
' Ih his title, according to the patent, by • He returned .to£iigluid>lDj^7^7;and 
'his nephew,- now Sir Ralph iJopes, hav- io 1793 the militia being embodied, the 
'ing taken that name since his UBcle*s Duke of Grafton^ Chen. X^rd ^u^n, 
'^decease. He married, in 1817, Su- being anxious th^ bis regiment* .^^JThe 
aarniah Gaisferd Gibbs, elder daughter West Suffolk," should e^c^ wfs. pleased 
• of Abraham Ludow, of Westbury, Esq , to appoint him on strong recqi^nvnend.- 
^' jeM has two sons. The value of .the atioo to ditciplina that corpB^ He elicited 
landed and personal effects of the late strong approbattob from all for the 
Bseronetis estimated to exceed 800,000/. manner in wluipb his duties were per- 
A ' gteot portion consists of India and formed ; and to the end of his life en- 
Government stock; but the land ia also joyed the esteem, friendship, and con- 
considerable, and is principally in the fidence of his Grace. In the year 1794, 
immediate vicinity of Plymouth. Lady his Royal Highness the Prince of Wales 
liopes has SOOO/. a year, * Roborough appointed him ■ Acyutant of the 10th 
House, and the town residence on St. Light Dragoons (his Royal Highness*s 
Andrew's Terrace, with the furniture. Regiment) ; shortly after. Cornet and 
'&c. of both establishments, . fisr life. Paymaster. ^.In 1795 he was IH?P^^<^ 
The maailion and estate of.Maristow to a- lieutenancy, and in 1798 pur- 
have devolved on Sir Ral^di Lopes, chased his troop. . 
Large legacies are also left to all the During the period of his serving in 
other children of Sir M.*s sister; among the 10th Liglit Dragoons, he was on the 
whom are Mrs. RadcHffe, wifb of the staff of the £arl» of , Harrijagton, Cath- 
Rev. Walter Radcliflfe, of Warlcigh; cart,andBridgewater,as also of Generals 
Mrs. 'Barton, of St Andrew's Terrace ; Goldsworthy, Gwyna, and Cartwright, 
and Mrs. Basden, wife of Capt. Basden, as well as of most of the Cavalry Gene- 
R. N. Sir Ralph Lopes, the Rev. Walter ral officers of the day, from all of whom 
. Radclifie, and Mr. Tritton, of the firm of he received the very highest testinwnials 
. Barclay, Tritton, and Co., bankers, are of his merits and activity. 
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. Wliilst Brigade Jtffltpr and wOnar pnireHU jtidgdcpf^'tciiMls^is iit IfiMte 
Captain of the 10th Light l>ragooil% of ifae cbaraoters^f HMslej andWavf 
mVid assifl«d,af a tfoixtumatieti of prd&io- bmton. Dr. Magea waain edrly UlbH 
tion in hi* oorpi« an aSkter of «s peHenoe* Fellow of Triiiltj CcAtegt;^ Dublin* jufd; 
taleiHv aad abtUtias. being required for VHb most of the esmnmt scborari Of «fae 
tlw Boyal Militarjr. College^ tben in ifii last hundred years vbo hare iksued 
Wancy» lie waa aelecfeed aa the fidtcst fram Ibat Unlfiersity; owes ntfCbiag to 
peraoa Co fill the TBcant sitiiationi On tbt aduotagea of fortune or family, but 
this being commonfcated to the Prince every thini; (trader the blessing of Pit^ 
of Waleff» it drev from him the hand- vidcnoe) to his own talents and hiilttatrj, 
iome eulogy* ^ that nothing should in^ enooOxaged and foatered by tb^-gensroiie 
duoe him to part with Captain M' Decw aid of that collegiate bddy. He was thp 
mott'fl valuable aenrices, save their be- son of pamAs very huftiHe fti Ufe^ aoid 
ing required at a public institutioo (»f was a siier in the Univcnity of which he 
this description/' Yielding to tins was afterwards the distingoisbed oma- 
strong claim from his -country, his meiit. He was .for some time AfldstelS 
Hoyal Highness presented Capt.M*Der- Proftflfior of Oriental Tongues; aboitt 
mott with an elegant sword* the in* 1806 he became a Senior JFeiiow, taiA 
acription on which was expressive Of the Professor of Mathematics. Minutelgr 
personal esteem liis. Royal Highness fdt acquainted with every branch of that 
for liim, and as a testimonial of his long abstruse science^ he selected for the .n4e 
nnd meritorious services in the lOtb jof the candidates for ieHowdbs|ps a oouree 
Ugbt Dragoons. . He Joined the Royal both corfcise afid ^mentary» obserrio^ 
Military College in 1803, where he that, on account tif the extent and direr- 
entered upon the arduous duties of his sity of their studies, relative merit could 
situation in a manner that will ever pot otherwise be ascertained'duripg th? 
reflect the highest honour upon his me- limited period allotted to a vind eocr 
mofy. In 1807 he was appointed Major exarainatlDn, The fellowship-was titis- 
and Saperintendant of the Junior De- ally decided during the two hOnra tftgt 
partmenty in 1813 promoted to the rank he acted as examiner: sitice his. 'iint9 
of Lieutenant- Colonel, and in 1 830 to the course has been much, and for.othfr 
l^t of Colonel. purposes usefully, extended; but matbe- 

By those numerous oiBders brought matics have ceased to be decisive 'as ;a 
vtp under his care at this institution, and t^st for determining a fellowship, 
jnany of them filling most distinguished It was, however^ to his splendid ser- 
eituations, will be gratefully recollected vices in the cause of religion that Dr. 
the high principles of honour, coupled Magee was iildebtod for his promotion, 
iwitli the punctilious deportment of a His celebrated "Discokirseson the Scrip- 
gentleman, he so strictly inculcated as tural Doctrines of the Atonement and 
fsseatial to the. military character. He Sacrifice," were first published in 1801, 
jretircd from the Military College in in two volumes Svo,, and were dfdicitted 
1829* t» the present Lonl Chancellor of Iie- 

.Hia remains were Conveyed to that land (Lord Pldnket). The work con- 

fist^ishment for intermeot, where they sists of two sermons, with notes ; andit 

were attended to the grave by those of obtained a degree of popufarfty on its 

his compatriots at that place, officers "first publication, which has never bMn 

and profesaors. Of Col. M'Dcrmott it exceeded by any theological pn>daction 

may be safely said, " He has not left of modem times. lu object was to 

an enemy behind him."'-* Gen^Ueman's arrest the further spreading of the Uoi- 

MagoMine, tarian heresy,- and particularly to «x- 

MAGEE, the Most B^v. Williain, posethat qualification of the opinions of 

, D. D., Ardibisbop of DubKn, Bishop,bf Arius,' by which Socintis and his modern 

Glandelagh, and Primate of Ireland; fcAlowers have endeavoured to eoociKaile 

Chancellor o£ the Illustrious Order of ' the conscience and judgment of '4i0Aeftt 

St. Patrick, Visitor of Trinity College, minds. The style is peculiarly strilung; 

Dublin, and M. R. I. A. ; August 18. 'and the notes are somewhat in the style 

1831; at Rcdesdale House, near Stil- of ** Tile Pursuits of Literature.*' Tbey 

lorgar ; aged 66. are lively, terse, and elegant, at oace 

This prelate was unquestionably Olfe appealing to the imagination and the 

of the most illustrious divines in Europe ; understanding. 

and, by his union of the most exact ail'd In consequence of the great and ue- 

profound learning with a right and 'rited reputation wliicbfolfowedtiiopob* 
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CoMe. - In -la^ld he was donaeortted ^ Hr^M^get' tmmj'fAiwht^ 'ins^^eiitiiie 

Mhop of ' Rspbde ; «nd ih I8a» wan jifc, «te) it w wai B yttMii iUi8»<iqiKdMcri<af 

tnaiilaMd't6the«eeof Dubliiiiby^cii* iSbteanity^ iifci^nn jHwilfati byi.tkt 

kite Lord Li^ravpDol. - .^JnitanMi or the f^pM^ IWHt^^iii «^ 

"Dr. MvgM'fl' other ptibKcations «iini gdf«feyafiia<ici|Mttidii fcia w B > y wfe^pBfled> 

dfll of <<- A Hiankfigiilng Sermon oa ihe hb- exptfefaed-ihifei lOj^itfti Umt^CMMic 

4H£vt»ry of tMs -Xingdom from fnvB* tmcn^ipMioii «<iiiid>ipkwe<>«t.'4iieibMk 

wkonr** '17^7 ; « < A aemon ocomioMd asf <«ite.>iuinlB»hr. • ttmtriUgled'j&MSol^ 

^ tile Death'' of ^the Sorl of Gtere/' eMidy •tO'ple^t ili«HgfeHe»^t»4be<iii|»- 

1 109 $ add a « Mcfnoiiof Tbomat Ftak {lori i»f my itSHtitel' t m mm t L fCptumdM 

cival, M.D. F.iLS. and S.A." - ht taodld me«ifnlii««o^their.diettiion 

- A»wSththetii«eBUhopof Derr]r(«iid >iriilr'«tKptct'to tike .i^dYCnitaieiitrflfi J^ 

«veTt more than him V the efcsnratter 0f ^flttd^n piiiM^U whidii(teaaid^uiroaM 

'8r.'Mi%ee^ira»a oomtant mark of at* lehnimtte in ' ihe ^^deatmetiOB oiu the 

tfwk with the diseontecited in 'Irehrad. IMUblisfaed ^Chtneh^ieiid. flMifpiaelittb 

19o> long SB thoM nnfottiided -ehorges Aiim Briikh-eomwaidii. - - ■ i' 

^ere confined to pamphlets, newtpapefi, - 'His 'Griee sufihtcds <»n'tbc^dQof. A»> 

«nd handhiih, no notice was taken i^f gilst^ 48Q3> awirutreiiiBenoftmetefifaQee 

«hem; but when, in 1894, fhe^Bbjcet '{Miralytlc «ffiMKi0ii»-4a mtiUi^ ^beihad 

<#ae t>roiigbt -bcfbre PartimAcnC, in the AC eaai e wtt lty hetn i«ib}MtT4hir)the llmtt 

diape of a petidon >fhim certain indWi* ^f«ar and a kM < iiii»'«t»icr n^lorion 

'dttidsyinwhichtheeOfidiietofhis'GrftGe, 'fh>m publie 'ohsenration 'eendpnd - m 

hk TdntioR to bttrittls, wa9 in06t*unju«tty VLtkdtmnM report - pw^Mden^^i list )te 

'«toip(tiined of^ the Afebbiidiop (who waa tifeyeured' under w iii«n«al4a«iad|u : Hfa 

-not then In hia ttfm of -attendanee in ^nemiis hwre ttfuttiid 'thdt^kis fotaeMM 

^tfHiatnent) requested the Bishop xff ifdnd wa»'red«ecd,'i» tfae-'doeb of Ma 

C^erick, E>r. Jebb, to'tay the oo«it<n«i -Iffe, to'a state offeeblMMtaiuidQriHldMK 

lof a letter foefbre the Hott«e, stalin|f th«t neas ! atid haPWMJtigmAtJtedt thg im w iwaa 

the diarges made 'agaiifM him'weie of his birth! ><Fbe^ti»ite'-ihHMeil'hafc IH> 

firtterty Witliout'fbundatfon* Hairvng,per<- objection, with all hia iowoP thedclwer 

#[>nned this duty, Biahop 'ifcbbph>€»«d«d -«rdeVB,ito wbiiae lihr'f e«MMiii«»(4hr tfiing 

to comment tm the - letter, and • the high kMr-lwrnt ' 8o- little '"traa <'■ AaebhMmp 

dMraeter which the Archbishops of Dub- Magee ashamed* ef Wa lov^diilctti Vtiatt 

')fn pfeserted both in public atid inpri- In ihe^daiysof -hia proa|>illty Jm- toebw 

Vitteliie. " ■ He had hhnaelf aeen in ^ie bovse for ^tiia< 'aged' Adhert-^RiaiJtito ^Jlia 

-atreetsef DuMfn the hiOat libeUods «wn, ^^h«re'>«it4kis4Hetii»«iHrldm^)nft 

placards' nested in diflerent parte of that it alao fahte th*t lie 4$w«d Mfmatp-m 

eity, afid'hadhad handbiila and p«m- i;K>rd PllNtfc«e,*thtMglV3ihej^«MridUeaH^ 

'^lets thrust into his hands in ^le ^eotirtte ^fie^owed hia el«tfijt&n>4* lit»tlwn-.|;siMk 

-of his walks, and' eten at ^the >ery gate talents. He was not without his ftiulfk, 

-of the Uni^i^tty, w4iich contained -^tfte •4br'hc^vMUPlrrl«Khle:«Miiaip0t«Duor'i>ot 

"tonost gross/alaehoods ; otie pavnphlifrt fti he- waa^a tliMMyit iMt, v \««niimfifMiai^ 

<^rtfcu9ar, which 'pretended to'gf>fe^1a ^IHend, and' a fniaii '«fj'«lMMUirdfamy 

'IH^ of 4ns Grace, was a*most vileJand -powers aTfd'«cq«ii«nient9« . ■ '^ 

-libellous pablHcation. It wtis kniewnto Hia Ora^e^a funeral toobtptnoe vat 

'tfveryone that had the treasure of being ^Bitht to i iam ClMrcb, Hear Qduhttn^icaai 

-ncquaMtcd with' his Giwei?, that from his tholiOCii-of Atigiiat. Aceiitdiiig'>to hia 

-earliest years his conduct in -private life directions, it was strictly pFif«aie,>aaad 

^had kept pace with his ■ superior profea- iMs attended enly by 'the Lord/" Chan- 

^ahmal- abilities : as a aon, he had «ho#n eellor*a faimly, the' Hon. fifn- Peaaeroy, 

the tcndcrest attachment to his pareiMs ; the Messrs. Slack, Dr. Leiidaiek, ifr. 

'as a brother, he "was the kindest of Nicholls, and the person* immediately 

fViends ; and, aa a friend, his 'attachment oonnected^with the ardiieptacopal esu- 

-was unchangeable. As a controversial blishment. 

writer, one of the profoundest of the Archbishop Magee has left three 

age, his Grace was endrely free from sons, in the churdi, the Rev. Thomas 

tiiat odmm </ifo/og:tcttm which had been F. Mageef D. C. L., Archdeacon of 

so invidiously charged on ecclesiastical Dublin, and Rector of the Union of 

wHtera in general; for in all contro- Wieklow; the Rev^ John MagceyM.A.; 
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■nd the Rev. WiUwm Magee^ XreMugr^ ff r^t ; io vbif;^ hft. .continued pn tbe 

of St. Patrick'ft Calbef^xaL publio. -r hqiQf station until his promotion tfi the 

Geniiemah*i Mi9gQnm, rwk of Bear. Admiral, Feb. 1,4. 1.799. 

MONTAGU, Robert, £99., Adofiral In the summer of 18or he was 

of the Red ; at Cbeltenhaa^ Nor* 27. .pr^ere^ t^ iioi^t his flag in the Carnatic 

1830. of 74 gunSf at Jamaica; and proceeded 

The noble boiise of Sandyich, jQf thither in tlie Garland frigate. On the 

which this officer was » member, claifjits 16tli of September, in Che sanie ^ear, 

for its founder Admiral Montagu, who he .sucr^ded to the command, oh that 

induced the fleet to declare ft^r Charles station, vacant by the death of Lord 

II., and who for that timely seryjceiifas Hugh Seymour; on which occasion 

rairarded with an ewldom, ., he removed into the San^ ^^areil^ pf 

In 1776, Mr, Montagu accomipanied 84 guns. 

Rear- Admiral Sir Edward Hughes to Kear-Adm. Montagu returned to 

the East Indies, in the Superb,; and, EngjUod in the course of the following 

on the death of Capt Panton,^ was prp- y^ar,; and» soon after the re-commence- 

moCed from Third Lieutenant of that ment of hostilities against France, was 

ship to the command of the Seahorse, , appointed -to a command in the North 

of. twenty guns; which apppintm/^nt ^a F][eet, under the orders of jLrord 

was confinned by a Poatrf oounissTon, Keith. He was advanced to. the rank 

dated March 3. 1781, when the. Earl of Vice- Admiral in 1805, and became 

4if Sandwich presided at the Admumljlgr. a full Admiral in 1810.-^ Jlii;;r«)ia//'« 

Capt Monitagu commanded the £«e- BcytU, Naml JBiograpiw* 

Cer, of e4 guns, in the action between MjOKTALEM^lT^t, the^ Cpmte 

Sir Edward Hughes and M. de Suflrein, de, ^e^ of France.; at Pads, on die 

off N^apatnam, Jnly ^* 1782. This .21s^,June, 1831, a%r a protracted and 

engagement, like thqse wbi^ had pre^ sev^f iilloess^ to the great grief ^f his 

ceded it, proved indecisive. On thisoc- /amily.apd^ friends; in the ^4Ui year of 

casion the Exeter appeam to have been .his age. Connected as be was for m^y 

warmly engaged, having had eleven years with Uie milifaiy service of ^Qiis 

• killed, and tn^enty-four wounded. country,, we feel it du^ to ^is mem^ 

Capt. Montagu soon -«fter returned to give a short sketch, of his career,. — 

Co En^and, and was appointed to the which yfas marked, on the one han/),,t)y 

Flora, of 8(i guna, in which he pro- hiffhprofessioonlacquii^mentsandgr^at 

ceeded to the Jamaica station. In 1789 .talents, and on the other by accomplish- 

and 1790, we And him commancting ments .which fall to the share offbw. 

the Aquilon frigate, in the Mediter- His father, the Baron de Montaleqabert, 

nmeaa. At ihe comraenoement of the whose high principles of honour and 

war with republican France, he sailed fidelity had led him to emigrate, and to 

from England in the Sampson, of 64 seek an asylum in England, was dis- 

guns, to esQOrt the trade bound to the tinguished for his, chivalrous devo^on to 

East Indies ; and in the autumn of the the cause . of his legitimate king. He 

following year returned from thence, raised the Legion de Montalembert ; and 

with nineteen, of the Hon* Company's served with great bravery in St. po- 

ahips under his convqy, and in coqnpany min^o. His only son, the late Ooimt, 

with the Lion 64, which had on board received his military education under 

- Lord Macartney, then returning from the able direction of General Jarry, at 

bis enabaasy to China. . Subsequently High Wycomb. In 1799, he; was ap- 

.to bis amval in England, Capt Jllpn- . pointed a Cornet in the First Dragoon 

tagu had the satisfaotioa of receiving Guards ; afterwards a Lieutenant in the 

the thanks of the Court of Directors, . 29th Light Dfagoons; was sent out to 

. together with a present of 350 guinea, Egypt on the Staff, in 1801 ; and after- 

for the care and protection which he had . wards proceeded with his regiment (the 

afforded to their propenty. , . ' 69th) to , India, where his merits au 

His next appointment was . to the tracted the attention of General Lord 
Hector, of 74 guns, stationed for some Howden, then commander-in-chief at 
' time in the MediteriRanean, but after- , Madras, who , apnointed him his aide- 
wards attaobed to the Channel fleet, dc^iamp. On his return to England 
This ship formed part of the force under . he was appointed to the Permanent Staff 
Adm. Hotham, in the partial action of of the Quartermaster- General's depart- 
.July IS. 1795. In 1797 he removed ment; and accompanied Sir John 
into the Cumberland, a sliip of the same Moore*s expedition to Spain, in 1808. 
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Hit nlf^erwards served uti'dcfr t%e Tfuke ttnfr 'OMite dd Hontalembert din^layied 

of Weltingtoh, and wns present at the aS'astJ^atkei* rafted him hi^ in the esti- 

battle of Vimiera. lie ncdbittp&nM matioii of bis covimrymen. His prin^ 

fhf expedition to t^alch^ren bi 1810, ciples^tbofte VHiic^ he Itad naturally 

|4md had nearly fallen a victSin to the imbibed diiritig a long residence fn 

.fevei^.. He was afterwards employed in England* — were those of a firm consti* 

the Quartermaster- General's departnaent, tional ^tipporter of the inonarchy, and 

in tarious parts o^ England, till the of ah iineomprmnfsing defender of tho 

downl^U vf Bonaparte's government, juiit rfghts and liberties of the people. 

in 1814, when he was specially sent by He marH^d an English lady, Eliza, the 

the PriiKe Regent to announce to Louis bnly daughter' and hiiress of the late 

XVIII., then residing at Hart well, the James Forbei, Esq., of Stanmore Hill ; 

joyful news of his restoration to the BywTiom he Iiad three children— Charles, 

throne of his ancestors. A high sense tile present Count, Arthur, and Elixa, 

()f honQur led him to resign, with V(^y Whose lamented death we have just had 

great regret, his commission iri' the o*Ccasfon to allude to. He was buried 

, . British army, and to quit the servlc6" of '?n the *< Chrielt^ du Sudt or du M<mt 

'ii country in which he and his family PHrnttkte.^ His funeral was attended 

..^ad received protection arid favour. ' file ' by his son*, a fe4r of bis colleagues, and 

i:e.turoed to his native couiitry in lSt4, by nkny tmlcttcmtt persons, who came to 

, and met with that reception fVoin his rehdier that' Ust homage to a man whose 

own Sovereign which his devotion, a^d ihdependentand eloquent eflTorts during 

that of his father, so well merited, tie the whole of last Session had rendered 

, jjot the rank of a Colonel in the French deservedly poptrlaV. — Prvimte commu- 

army; obtained the Cross cf St. Louis, nication* 

^at of Officer of the legioti 6f Ho- MULGRAVE, the Right Hon. 

nour ; and was appointed second S^cre- Heiirj^ Phipps, Earl of, Viscount Nor- 

tary of Embassy to the Court of $L manby, Baron Mulgrave, G.C.B., an 

' James. At the period of ihe Hundred Elder Brother of the IVinity Hmite, 

Pays he was sent to Bordeaux twi<5e : Lord Lieutenant and Ciistos Rota* 

[ the first time,, to watch over and direct lorum, and Vice- Admiral of the' East 

] the departure of Madame, Duchesse Riding of the county of YoHc, a General 

' d'Angoulemej the second, with three in the Army, Colonel of the Slst regi- 

frigates and several transports, to assist ttient of foot, and Grovernor of 6car<i 

in putting down Bonaparte's partisans borough Cattle, F.R.8., and F.S.A. ; 

in the south of France. On his return April Ttb, 1^31 ; in the 77th year of 

to London he was appointed first Secre- his age. - - 

^ry of Embassy; and Louis XVItl., This nobletnan was a descendant 

who appreciated his talents highly ap- from Sir VniHam PMppS, Knt, a naval 

poiutedhim, in 1816, his Minister Fleni- ofilcer, who iii^c^eed the diving:4)ell, 

potentiary to the Court of Stutgard ; by which he wasetiaMed to recover 

pnd in 1819 he was raised to the dignity immense treasure from the wreck- of a 

of a peer of France. In 1820, he was Spanish gallebn, nchich bad lain buried 

appointed Minister Plenipotentiary to in water forty-four years, near the banks 

{be Court of Denmark ; but an inde- bf Bahama. His son, Sir Constftniine 

pendent vote which he save in the Phipps (great-grandfather of the earl). 

House of Peers against Sie Duke de was Lord ' Chancellor of Ireland, in 

Kiclt)e]ieu*s administration led to his 1710, and father of Constantine, created 

removal. During six years he re. Baron MuFgrave, In the Iridi peerage, 

mained without employment, but tool^ 1757. It was his son, the second baron, 

' an active part in the House of Peers, a captain iri the navy, who made an 

In 1826 he was appointed Minister to ilttenlipit to difiCtfrer ft iiortb«ast passage 

the Court of Stockholm, where he -— hrid several high oflidal stations— 

evinced those talents and other amiable married the Hon. Lepell Hervey, eldest 

qualities which had distinguished him daughter of I^ord Hervey, son of the 

throughout the whole course of his life. Earl of Bristbl -^and was raised to the 

The death of a beloved daughter, at the English peerage in 1790. He was 

close of 1829, afilicted him deeply, and succeeded by his brother Henry, the 

induced him to solicit a leave of abisence, late Earl. 

which led to his being present at Paris His Lordship was bom on the I4th of 

during the struggle between Charles X. February, 1755; he was educated at 

and the Parisians. The talents which Eton, and originally intended for the 
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law, bat he ch«ii(|ed jiis Wew9, 9nd^en^ fVom Uie.JtMq<^vpf k}^ jr^tiromcnti^-^Vi 

tared the army in 1775f and distin- office, in 1818, his Lordship hadbeenin^ 

guifthed himself in the Americai^ war. a declining state of health. He died 

In 1776, he senred in America, as aide- at his seat, Mulgmve Castk^j^.Torkshirey 

de-camp to General Knyphausen. By the 7 th of AprU, his son. Lord Npi^. 

purchase and otherwise, he attaini*d the. manby, haying arrived from the Cqnti- 

rank of LieutenanUcolonel. On the nent two days before. By the ^arVs 

peace with America he returmed to death, the Colonelcy of ,the 31st. regi- 

England; and, in 1781, he was elected ment of foot, and the Ooven^orsh^p of 

M.P. for Totness, in Devonshire. As Scarborough Castle, became vacant* -^ 

a member of the legislature, hb entered. MonHfiy Mf^gmwi* .1 

fully into Mr. Pitt's system of politics, , - , ^ . ■ 

Oo the death of bis elder brother^ Oc- . ■.. 

tober 10th, 1792, he succeeded to the . N. , . . 

title and family estate. On the bre%k« i 

ing out of the French war, be was em- K A SMYTH, Peter, £sq. ; August^ 

ployed by government in a confidential 17th, 1831 ^ at his, loggings in South 

mission : be succeeded; and having now Lambeth« in the 46th year of jtiis age. . i 

the rank of Colonel, he, iq^l 793^ repaired The death of this extraordinary an4l 

to Toulon, which had been surrendered distinguished painter was occasioned 6y ^ 

to the English, and he served there un*. his rulii|g passion. Not recovered frc^^ 

til the place was evacuated. . After his the infljiienza^ under- which he bad,b0ei^^ 

return, he was created (August 13th, some time suffering, he went toNpf*. 

1794,) an English baion, and appointed, wood, to make a study of oiie pf^fh^jite^ 

Governor of Scarborough Castle. About scenes on which be especially de|[^|||^^i 

the same time, he was appointed Colonel to exercise his peiu^il, and in. the ,exec.ttf ^ 

of the 31st, or Huntingdonshire regi* tion of which he stojbd alone.^ A ^T^n^ 

ment of foot; which he commanded until cold was the effect of this exposur^.. 

his death. He ailterwards served in He was thrown back upon his bed in a^, 

Holland. Subsequently to that period, state of weakness that noting ^ cbul4' 

he devoted himself to a political life, and restore. . The most skilful prQresdfoQf|! 

becauie a principal member of the Pitt, aid, in the kind attentions of J^r^ 

Perceval, and Liverpool administra- Wardrop, and the aflfectionate care. of^. 

tions. lu 1804, Mr. Pitt made him his relatives, were of no avail. v. - 

Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster; Peter Kasmyth was the eldest sp.i?i of 

and, in 1807, he was nominated First Alexander Nasn^yth, of 'Edinbufg^^., 

Lord of the Admiralty. These appoint- whose talents as a painter of lands^p^^ 

ments gave him admission into the privy have been known and estimated throu^^ 

council, and tlie latter into the cabinet, half a century, and who still lives, in tbe^. 

Soon afterwards, he was appointed Lord vigorous exercise of his powers, ^sur-^ 

Lieutenant of the East Riding of York- rounded, by a numerous and S^^. 

shire. In 1812 he was removed from family. The earliest recollections of 

the Admiralty, to be Master- General Peter tell of his devoted attachment to. 

of the Ordnance; and, on the 7th of nature. Nature was, in truth, his scboo^^ 

September, in that year, he was ad7 for this the schoolmaster was jieglectcc|, 

vanced to the dignity of Viscount Kor- -«afid the truant boy was found,, not 

manby, of Normanby, in the county of robbing orchards, nor indulging in sep- 

York, and Earl of Mulgrave. sual gratifications, but with a pencil in 

In 1818 his Lordship resigned the his band, drawing some.x>ld triee, or 

office of JVIaster- General of tlie Ord- makiqg out the anatomy of a hed^- 

nance to the Duke of Wellington ; i^ut, flower. ..To lash him into the study of 

by special agreement, he retained a ^eat books wto impossible — the attempt 

in the cabinet. was given up in despair. He was 

On the 20th of October, 1795, Earl allowed to take his own course, and to ^ 

Mulgrave married Sophia, daughter of follow out in his own way the dictates 

Christopher Thomas Mailing, of West of his powerful genius. A remarkabk 

Hennington, in the county of Durham, circumstance occurred,, at. a very early 

Esq. By that lady he had a son, Henry age, which proves how strongly his ima- 

ConstJEintine, Viscount Normanby, his gination was impressed with the objects 

successor <*- three other sons, and five of his study. He was going on a 

daughters, all of whom, we believe, with sketching excursion with his father. In 

the exception of on« daughter, survive* making some preparations the evening 
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'pf^CtiM^/liiriff^bBQd WBsdtiiKfed; nece888i7 to talent; and let us hope 

atrd it Was thoaghVhh part of the tinder- that Peter Nosmyth may be the last 

taking would be abortive. Hfe fHends' man of geniili^ who shall be named as 

did not know his powers., Peter set*^ having' fbllowedBiirns in other things 

ofT-^bis r?ght hand was disabled, but besides his enthuaasm for poetry and 

h^ had anotlier; and with this left hahd his love of nature. — Xt/«rary Gu' 

hi Ttiade sketches wiflch are sought after zette. 

itdw ty collectors fbr tlieir truth and NOR*rH, John Henry, Esq., Judge 

fiHelfty. His ingenuity suggested many of the Court of Admiralty in Ireland, 

cbntrlVantfts'tb facilitate the study of ahd M. P. for Drogheda; Sept. 29. 

nature in the stormy atmo^here or 'his IBdl ; after a very few days' illness, at 

native mountains. One of these was a th\e house of his wife's sister, the Coun- 

cravelKng tent, which may be recol- tess de Sails, in Carlton Garden^; 

lected by his companions as more ere- aged 43. 

ditable to his enthusiasm than to Ips Mr. North's father was a military offi- 
niech^lcal skiH. cef, who dfed while his son was still an 
At the age of twehty he came t^ infant. The education of the orphan 
LondMi, where his talents were soon was, however, tenderly conducted by his 
ab^ciated; and he got the name of mother's brother, the Rev. Mr. Goulds- 
toe English' Hdbbima. Hbbbima and bury, a wealthy and exemplary clergy, 
tttiytidael seem to bav^ been his fa- man, who died during the last year at an 
vBurite masters. Without being a advanced age. Mr. North was a mem- 
copyist of ^eir^ manner,- he may be ber of Trinity College, Dublin, and 

S^id to faaVe infused their spirit info obtained the first distinctions in that 
storks; 'but Peter was still original, University: no one, indeed, for a cen- 
I^'pidturerlutve lieen sought after, and tury, had a collegiate reputation higher 
will cbntinueto be collected, for their than he enjoyed. He was called to 
oWn fntrinsie' excelhsnce. The most the bar at an unusually early period, 
distinguished amateurs of the day may in 1810; and stood in high estimation 
b^ ranked amongst Ms patrons ; and as an eloquent pleader, 
tfti^t^i^ scarcely a' collection in Eng- He was brought into Parliament in 
land th&t dbes not boast the possession 1825 (as a member for Milboume Port), 
oT'sdnie of his works. ' Sickness found under the auspices of Mr. Canning, of 
him in the' midst of employment ; and whose policy he was an ardent sup- 
ht' itiAy, iiideedj t>e said to have ** felt porter. He was first elected for Drog- 
the' ruling passion strong in death." heda at the general election in 1830; 
Ii^ the late thunderstorm, when too and was appointed Judge of the Irish 
weak 'to support himself upright, he Admiralty Court by the Ciuke of Wei- 
wished the curtains to be drawn aside, lington, on the removal of Sir Jonah 
atid' begged his sisters to lift him up, Barrfngton. 

tlJ&t Tie might i^gtster in his memory Short, and friequendy interrupted by 

th6 splendour of the pasting effects, professional calls, as his parliamentary 

li^ diese breathings after his fhvourlte career has been, he was still enough 

art'Irfsfifb passed away: death seemed before the public during the last year, 

mbre exhaustion, without* pain or vi- to give pro6f of what his splendid ta- 

siblt ditoase. lents might have efifecled had ha been 

In his habhs Peter Nasmyth was longer spared. 
pC^euKar. Deafness, which had come From whatever cause, the administra- 
upon hiin from slei^ing in a damp tion of the Duke of Wellington was 
liii), at the age of seventeen, rol)foed not favourable to the display of the 
hhn <if many of those advantages which powers of the subordinate supporters 
others enjoy. Shut oift, in some mea- of the administration! Mr. Croker, 
snr6, from society by this affliction, he now the ficUe princep$. of that admin- 
Was too apt to indulge, in hts solitude, istratiod's party in Parliament, thougii 
in' excesses, frtka, enrich many of his knowh as an efegant poet, an accom- 
m'ost distinguished- countrymen have pttshed critic, and a most able and dili- 
not been entirely fhee. It must not gent secretary, was scarcely heard m 
be disguised that his constitution was the House Of Commons; the years 1839 
undermined by these habits. Illness, and 1830, therefore, gave Mr. North 
when it came, found a frame unpre- few opportunities to distinguish himself, 
pared to resist it. Happily for mankind. The last year, however, brought his 
these liabits are no longer considered talents into play, and gave to every 
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lo^er of his country* in Um evidence of ginated], he commenced bookseller od 

their power, full cause to grieve that his own account; and issued a miscella- 

they have been so early lost. neons catalogue, dated Feb. 99, 1740, 

His oratory wascopiousybrilliantyand, which was almost the first of its kind, 
best of all, corrects hit speeches xesem- From this situation he removed to the 

bled higb-wrought academic effusionst Mews* Gate, in 1750f whence he issued 

stately, orderly, and chaste ; with little an almost annual succession of cata- 

of tiyit ardour and impetuosity of pas* logues, beginning in 1755> and cpi)- 

flion characteristic of the Irish achooh tinued till the year 1790, when be rt- 

His intellect was singularly sound and signed business to his ^dest son, the 

clear; vigorous, 'caiitiaua» and compre- more immediate subject o( this memoir, 

hensive. The power of attention was wIiq had for nearly twenty years been 

under his absolute control ; and what- bis partner, and now. opened a new lite- 

ever was capable of demonstration, was rary channel by ji correspondence with 

within his gnwip. Facis ; irhence he brought, in 1 793, the 

Great as these talents were, they were library "of the celebrated JLamofgooii. 

yet far less prized by the friends of this B^fqre his time, the Jittle shop at the 

lamented gentleman than his private Hews^ Gate, had become tl^e constant 

virtues. Amiable m all the relations of >:esort of men of rank ao^ literature, 

life, aa relative, master, friend, husband, and is often mentioned i^ the cor^ 

Mr. North was, it ia scaredy oeoeasary to spondence of scholars and antiquaries^ af 

add, a sincere and aealous Christian; Gx their daily resort for conversation, aiyi 

rarely are these virtues found sqiarated their daily resource when in quest of 

from that character. Mr* North mar- books of ra^ty and Vidue. Mr. Payne, 

riedat Dublin, Dec. 2. 1818, Dorothoi, senior, 4ie|d Fi^bruary 9, 1799'^ \n h|a 

youngest daughter of the Right Eev. eighty-second year^; and was buriea at 

William Foster, Lord Biahop of CIo|S> Fincbtey, near the remains of his wife 

her, sister to the Hon. John ^leslie Foa- apd brpfb^r. Of his family, tlie xaAy 

ter. Baron of the Exchequer in Irelfrnd, surviypr is. hif daughter, Mrs. Burney, 

and cousin to Lord .Viscount Ferrard* widow of the late Adm. Burney^ 
This lady survives him, we believe with- Mr* Payne, hi« eldest son, was born 

out children*— GetUleman'sMogaonfi* Oct 10. 17f2, and was educated at 

M. Met4yer*s, a classical school of re- 
putation in Charterhouse Sqiiare. His 
father was anxious that he should He 

P. instructed in every branch of education 

necessary t/9 an intimate acquaintance 
.< PA YN£» Thomas, Esq. ; March 15. with the contents and reputadon of 
1831 ; in his 79itb year. books in foreign languages. Thisini. 
Mr. Payne was for many years an tiation into the history of books, the 
eminent bookseller in Pall Mall, and so late Mr. Payne augmented, even to a 
highly respected in the literary world, high degvee of critical knowledge, by 
that, perhaps, it W4»uid «be difficult to frequent tours on the Continent ai^d 
mention a gentleiiMn of his .profession particulai;]y by an amicable intercourse 
whose lees will be moregeojeFally aojd wi^b the eminent scholars and collect- 
deeply regretted* He inherited the, cha- ors, whose conversation for many yean 
racter as well as the name of his excel- formed the attraction of his well-fre- 
.lent father. The epithet of- hanat^ it ^uented. .premises ; and, perhaps, there 
has been observed, was so entirely here- is np public or private library now ex- 
ditaiy, as to be allowed, not by cpmmon, isting that has not been indebted to the 
but by universal consent, to descend, extensive purchases which his judgment 
without any bar, from fatbvr to son. enabled him to make both at home and 
Mr. Payne, senior, died in 17 99, ^^(W abroad. — We need only appeal to the 
having been, fpr more than forty. years, Bx)xburgb, Borromeo, llarcher, and 
a bookseller of the highest reputation, Macaithy Collections ; and to the verv 
. at the Mews* Gate. He was a native of copious, correct, and, we may adt^ 
Brackley in Nortluunptonshire, and be- scientific Catalogues which have issued 
gan his career in Bound Court, in the from his Establishment for some years 
Surand. Here, after being for some past — catalogues not only requisite for 
time an assistant to his elder brother, the immediate purposes of sale, but as ■ 
Olive Pay lie (with whom the scheme of books of reference for the completion of 
printing catalogues is said to have ori- every library, and as highly promoting 
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that. taste for bibliography which began all bis brethren, and was .at. the time of 

and was perfected in his time. his death the fitther of the booksellers. 

Confidence was uniformly placed in But such was his modest deference to 

his judgment and opinion by the most bis friends, that be was, especially of 

eminent and curious collectors, which late years, far offcener a hearer than a 

themselres, or their surTivors, are now speaker, and willingly gave way to the 

cAger to acknowledge by every expres. vivacity of youth. It was this happy 

sion of esteem, and every testimony of temper which endeared him to all who 

regret. AnoUier trait of his character lived with him in intimacy; and with 

has frequently been brought for ward, and th^e we have more than once heard il 

can never be forgotten — the readiness as a -question, whether Mr. Payne could 

with which he assisted Titerary men in possibly have an enemy, 
their pursuits, by furAlslJng them With Mr. Payne was interred in the parish 

books not easily procured, and by point- chilnih of St. Martin*s in the Fields, on 

ing out sotirces of information to whicb Thursday the 24th. — Gentiemtm't Meh- 

t'etired scholars seldom have access. ^hidh^ ' ' 

After carrying on business at the 
Mews* Gate, almost fVom His infancy, 

Mr. Pajpne removed, in 1806, to Pill ' * ' Q. 

Mall, where bis stock, now aniazingfy 

increased and increasing, could be seen ' QUICK, Mr. John, the celebrated 

to the greatest advantage, and where comedian, April 4. 18dl ; at Islington, 

his learned friends had a place of' as- aged 83. 

sembling more commodious than an^ He was bom in 1748, and left his fa^ 
In' London. In 1813 he took Into part- ther, a brewer in Whitechapel, when 
dership Mir. Henry Poss, who had been dtaly fonrteen years of age, to become 
his apprentice. an actor. He commenced his career at 
^ Mr. Payne enjoyed, for many ' years, JPblham, where he performed the cha- 
lin excellent state of health ; but in 1825 nicter of Altkmont in « The Fair Peni- 
became sensible of much weakness, and tent ; " which he personified so much to 
was obliged to desist from his favourite the satisfaction of the manager, that he 
relaxation of triavelling. He had occa- desired his wife to set young Quick 
sTopal returns of apparent strength ; but down a whole share, which, at the close 
on Tues^lay evening the 8th of March, of the farce, amounted to three shillings, 
I8sl,' he'experienced an apoplectic at- In the counties of Kent and Surrey he 
tack, under which he languished until figured away with great success ; and, 
the 1 5th'| when he breathed bis last ; and before he Was eighteen, performed Ham- 
It is a soiirce of consolation to all his let, Romeo, Richard, George Barnwell, 
friends, that during the whole week it Jafficr, Tancred, and many other cha- 
did not appear tliat his suffierings had racters in the higher walk of tragedy, 
been acute. ' In a few years he snfiSciently distin- 

In point of integrity Mr. Payne was guished himself as an actor of such ver- 
the legitimate successor of his father ; . satile talents, that he was engaged by 
but it yet remains to be added, that hn Mr. Foote, at the Haymarket Theatre, 
personal excellence was kindness of tem- in the year 17^9, where he became a 
per, and a gentleman-like suavity of great favourite of King George th« 
manners. He was not, indeed, exempt Third $ and upon all occasions Quick 
from the provocations of pertness and was expected to appear in a prominent 
ingratitude ; but resentment did not en- character. He was the original . Tony 
ter into his composition. When angry, Lumpkin, Acres, and Isaac Mendosa ; 
which was biit seldom, he seemed ratner and, after his appearance in these cba- 
to be acting a part ; and he acted it ill, racters, be stood before the public as the 
and gave it up soon, to returii to what Liston of the day. Mr. Quick may be 
formed the charm of his company, the considered' one of the last of the Gar- 
natural equability and calmness of his rick school, 
temper. In 17 d8 he quitted the stage, after 

His friendships, many of long stand- thirty-six years of its toils ; and except 

ing, were inviolable. In conversation, a few nights at the Lyceum, after the 

as may be expected, he discovered much destruction of Covent Garden Thea- 

acquaintance' with literary history and tre, he did not act afterwards. The 

anecdote ; and his communications were evening of his life was calm domestic 

the more interesting, as he had survived sunshine; he retired with 10,000^., 
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which tertcd him, and left loniethliig and eapturt of the man cdebiatcd 

for his son and daughter. Up to the French admiral, on the memorable 12th 

last day of his life almost, he was in the April, 1782. The Alcide returned to 

habit of joining a respectable company England in June, 1783 ; and from that 

who frequent the King's Head, opposite time until Februaiy^ 1786i Mr. Bl- 

Islington church, by whom he was chards was attached to the .Triumph 74, 

recognised as president Forty yean the guard-ship at Portsrooutb. Dur- 

ago he was told by the physicians that ing the Spanish armament be agala 

punch would be the death of him. He senred wiUi Capt* Thomp«on» in the- 

had then drunk it twenty years, and he Elephant 74. His commission as a 

continued the practice till the. day of Lieutenant was dated Not. 15. 179(X 
his death, which it did not appear to Lieutenant Richards waa appointed 

have hastened. to the Berfleur 98, bearing the flag of 

The will of Mr. Quick (which, from Rear- Admiral Faulkner, April 8, 1791. 

constant wear in his pocket, was in a After the breaking up of tbo ieet wlud^ 

very tattered condition) has been proved had been equipped in eontequ e nee of 

at Doctors* Commons. His personal the dispute with Russia, he aucoewTely 

property was sworn to be under eOOOL ; joined the Falcon sloop and Aasumuoa 

end, with the ezcet»tion of 201. to an 44, Captams Jas. BtsseU aad V. Ok 

old servant, and one other small bequest, Betkidey, under whom be was prtncl* 

fs divided between his sob, Mr. William pally employed at tbe Leeward Idands ; 

Quick, and his daughter, Mrs. Mary be tbenoe returned home in the^uaswMr 

Anne Davenport.— (?en«^^man'« Ifofo* of 1794, at first of the Awl 64« Capt. 

)dne, John Brown. Ha had previously sfaansd 

tbe severe duty required in opefalioqa 

i^nst Martinique, duriog which be 

R. served on shore, in the seamen's ba^e>7* 

with 100 of hfe ciew under bis oom- 

RAINE, Jonathan, Eio., M. P, mand. 
'May 14. 1831 $ in Bedfbsd Square, in His nest appointments were to thv 

his 68th year. Mr. Raine was a King's Fuij sloop, employed in Cfaaniiel ser- 

counsel, and a bencher of Lincoln's vice; and May li. 1795» to the Alfred 

Inn ; and a fortnight prior to his disso^ 74. The latter formed one of the ftrat. 

lution he waa returned for the Duke of which sailed from St. Hcjea's, usder 

Northumberland's borough of Newport Rear- Adnu Christian* in Nov. 1 795 ; b«l 

( Cornwall), which the honourable gen- she wastwice obliged to put back if) strefi 

tleman had represented since 1812. In of weather, tha laltjsr time dismafted. 

1816, Mr. Raine was appointed one of After refitting at Portsmouth, she w«# 

the Welsh judges, and he continned to placed under the orders of Vice- Adm* 

discharge the functions of that judicial Cornwallis, with whom she fiqally tocik 

office until the recent alterations in the her departure for the West Indies, Fab* 

judicature of the principality, when he 29^ 1796; and within a £iw days (the 

retired on ^e supennnuation allowance captured La Favorite, a French national 

of 1000/. per annum. Mr.. Raine voted ablp of 22 guns, and retook two ^f thi9 

against tbe measure of aeform proposed convoy, which had beep dii^^rsiud by a 

by bis Majesty's ministers. He had re* heavy gale. 

tired from practice at the common law On her arrival «t ^Arbadpes^ the Al" 

bar for several years previously to his fred joined the exp^ti^ then about tQ 

^»aiii^'-^Genileman*$ Magaune. sail against ^ Lucia/ aod afiter assist 

RICHARDS, John, Esq., K. C, a ing at the reduction of that i»la^ s)^ 

€aptain in the Royal Navy, Dec. S7« proceeded to Jamaica, Qa her waj 

1830 ; In Paddingtoa Street, Mary-le* thither she captiired U lUnomm^, 

fione, aged 70. French fHgate, of 44 gune and 320 men; 

Capt. Richards entered the navy in of which Lieut. Richards was appqiatcd 

Oct. 1775, under the patronage of Capt. acting Captain by Captain Drury, who 

(ailerwards Sir Charles) Thompson ; accompanied his report to Com^modoxf 

and was a Midshipman on board the Duckworth with veiry strong secQipn^n- 

Alcide 74, commanded by that gaUant dations for hia further advancement^ 

officer, in tbe several actions with the He was, notwithstanding, ordered to 

Comte de Grasse, off Martinique, tbe resuine his former station ; in which he 

Chesapeake, and St. Kite's, in 1781 and continued for two yeani logger ; acting 

1 7SS. He was also present at the delsat as Captain during the ebsance of Capt, 



mOORAPiilCAi. INPSX ?0E IBS). M5 

Bkury« i« J«De» 1796; •Mwriwg al tbe & Fraacb mmapon brig on iboK«» theif 

roduction of Trinidad, ia FeU 1797; boats^ wUch were sent to save th« 

«iid again acting as Ci^tain lor Capt* enemy from being murdered by tha 

Totly, in April that year. Ar^bsy were, with one exception, stove 

On tho 16th Feb. 1796, Lieut. Ricb- during a sudden gale^ and their crews 
ards volunteered to head the Alfired's consequently exposed to very great 
boats in an aiitack upon a Freneb eo^' danger. At this trying moment the 
vette» wbicb had been seat to reooiH commander of la Victorieuse- ordered 
noitre Ihe Sainles; and when chased two spam topmasts to be battoned to* 
frooa theooe had succeeded in getting gethery und boats* masts stepped in the 
withift range of the batteries at Basse* fid-hoUa; by which means the raft, 
t0n9i> leaving the British ship becalmed having one nian on it, was sailed on 
some distance in thfroffii^g. Observing shore, and every person^ both English 
thatthegreatsrpait of tbe«ieo9*s.cfew and French, rescued from destruction, 
were cmployad in ^wing> be shoved On the S 1st August, 1801» the western 
off in n fiiil *o«ring gig^ dashed along* bogaae having been discovered and ac 
side, and boarded ber without waiting curately surveyed, la Victorieuse enter- 
for«oy soikpoKt* The Ftenchmen wbo ed tbtt port of Alexandria in company 
remained on board were fortunately so with three other British and the same 
surprised at bit asdacityy nnd imtimi* number of Ottoman sloops, for the pur- 
dated by the approaeb of otlier boals^ pose of supporting the left flank of the 
that they ran below, and were secured troops nnckr Major-Gen. Coote, in an 
undCT hatches without maUug any re- attaclc upon, the French posts. On this 
sistanoe. The priae proved to bale occasion the combined squadron was led 
Seipio, of 20 guns. by Capt. Richards, under the immediate 

We next wad Lieut. Richards ia the orders of Capt the Hon. Alex. Coch- 

daeen Charlotte, a first rate, bearing rane, then on board la Victorieuse. At 

the ilag of his early patron. Sir Charl^ the conclusion of the campaign, Capt. 

Thompson ; after whose demise (March Richards was presented with a Turkish 

17. 1 799), heproceeded with Rear-Adm. . gold medal, in common with his brother 

Whitshed to the Mediterranean station, officers* He afterwards visited Cyprus^ 

and was there promoted into la Cou« Smyrna, and Constantinople, where he 

rageuse sloop, stationed as a receiving was invested with a pelisse by order of 

ship at Port Mahon. This appointment the Grrand Seignor. He subsequently 

was confirmed by the Admiralty, Dec. proceeded to Athens, Zaute, Malta, F^ 

26. 1799w lermo, CagUara, Afarseilles, Lisbonj 

* On the SOth June, 1800, Capt. Rich^ Ceuta, and Tangiers. 

ards received an order to act as Captain In Nov. 1802, la Victorieuse made a 

of the CuUoden 74, which he brought second trip to tfie Bosphorus, for the 

home in a very leaky condition. His purpose of landing Mirza Aboo Talib 

next appointment was to la Victorieuse Khan, a distinguished Persian traveller, 

of 12 guns ; and in that vessel he went who had long been resident in London, 

back to the Mediterranean with de- and a narrative of whose travels, written 

spatchea for the commander-in-chief, by himself and translated by Uie Hon. 

whom he rejoined in Marmorice Bay, East India Company's Professor of 

Jan 7. 1801. During the Egyptian Oriental Ijanguages, was published in 

campaign la Victorieuse was principally 1810. 

employed in blockading Alexandria, off Capt. Richards's next appointment 

which port she captured several vessels was, July 1. 1804, to the Broaderscarp 

laden with supplies for the French army, sloop, stationed as a guard.«hip in Wbit- 

Capt. Richards likewise assisted at the stable Bay, where he continued until 

reduction of Marabout Castle, w^ichwas Oct. 1805. During that period he de- 

situated about seven or eight miles from taincd and made prize of a neutral ship, 

that place, and protected one of tlie with a valuable cargo of hemp and tal- 

entrances of the western harbour. For low, bound to a French port. On the 

his gallantry on this occasion be was 16th Sept. 1806, he commissioned the 

presented with a gold snuff-box and Forester, a new brig of the largest class, 

shawl by the Capitan Pacha, and several in which he was employed escorting the 

other articles of value by different Turk- trade to and from the Baltic, and occa* 

iah commanders. sionally cruising on the coast of Hoi- 

About the same period, the Peterel land, 

sloop and la Victorieuse having driven In June, 1808,^ he was intrusted with 
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Md0lnBMiiffwrts«aU-s«qril^bepi''Bt^ asriduoosly Berred the Companj far 

jlioiMcl vff fuare^g tnd^^SDGA a^r lailed many yean in the sinuous office of one 

ftoai^.fipitbead^^*itJ3t^OaiOQQdoll«ivoii of the Stock-keepers. He has left a 

board jfof tfatr i«e ^ the Spaaluh'^atriota^ Qfipbeir and four «oqs» liflfer;faHtif #f^ftbe 

and ttvcnrsMi of iniwporl»c tfr<vJadtB Company, and fouf daugfatef^ Mmb 

wK^ordmnce fltoroii he l«fli at Gonwna ; ^^ath Was awf lilly sudden ; hut hfisffiendft 

mid thtfothersy witb-provisidn% he 400* have the satisfaction of believing he iqB 

jlucttd to the.' West . Indies. ■ At Baii HhvAys'prepiuied* Hema'oiK-tl»{B)int 

biddesfae^oai^d JBirvAleac. Cochfane, hy of remolrat from hi» iate sesideBce -m 

frhooi • he waft • suctftsstvely employed it Waterloo Place to a house he bad takoi 

the Idockade of -Martinique and ji7MadAt> in Branswick Square; and is Jtfae io- 

lonpflk I A JunQ#,i€09^ he removed* at tenral had accepted tfad invitaliQn af his 

:^tiguv (o. tlH»tAhevcft>iBble;74;S but sbter-an-lawy Mrs. €uidiag» to. eleep^dt 

an A119. &U following, k^ leftihfff ia b«K hovse in the KiD||'a lload. t A> hf 

9dgimq/itDC9 of linking -been pnMnjpted did not come down to htHikfaatf ^nB^at 

to posl^ranli) and;a^p<Hiit^d by ^ A^ his nephewd entered Ins bedroooBvttid 

miridty.to tbfr Cyclops S8« He returned found him on the floor qukc dcsd^ • If 

home by Halifax, awlwas allowed the is supposed that he diedwhikfc dypssmg 

axpmaMjof hia-peass^.finom thence to himself. r .a 

RilghMwl in, m pai;kflt4--^;Kirttotf *s Moyai Hie character of Mc. Btnogtao, 

ifwpalMograplip* r > through a long aJad Tery a^ve liiiep has 

i Ba.VX¥GT.ON» Charles^ £sq^, of left the warmest senthnents of tegnt 

WatfirlooPhica and Brunswick Square^ among his numerous friends and.tiDl»> 

%\Mk wtm\0T nwmber of the respecUiblfe nections* This, .of cowse, .has hoetiifelt 

iSna of Mfissrs^ RiTiogton, bookaellenBi with most poignancy t>y his'^^ffttuJyiiJto 

pf $t> Baura Ghuf chyard and Waterloo whom he wasamostafiectiosufterpatButk 

£lsce$^Ma^S6. 1831 ; in bis 77ih year. It was invariably his object to : exhibit 

..: >He «Kas oae of the sons of John Ri* an lexample. of strict moral* oonfluc^ 

yingloo^ Csq. who carried on consider- foutuied on the sounddsttdig^osfpr^ 

abiebusiiiesaaftabookseller in St. Paul's ciples; and be had tho.hap^aessiito 

jChurobyardj for more than half k cen« contemplate, to the very last, ,atid^|viflb> 

iswry^jv^ip^he died Jan. 16. 1792. He out a single exception^ the. sahitiijhiiif- 

vJk& succeeded in. business by his sons, fluences of^ mode of domestic, eduostkb 

Mieri^rs«riFraBcis.aad Charles Riviogton* too much neglected ^in the ^pres^nt^^ay^ 

Mii. ITnncis. Bivington died Oct. 1822; and too much interrupted b^HtiB lo«^'.<]f 

aged T7|Jeav8ng his eldest SOD, Mr. John pleasure, and the infatuataoa which ilb* 

^vington^ !»■ lu's representative in the clines the young to seek oasafort^Bwify 

/inn.*' Xhe^vBrioussnembers of the house whei'e but at home* It might» pBrhapOy 

of Biviaigflioik iha«e now, we believe, for appear rather personal to adisert 'Uk tUe 

upes^ardsi^if a century continued book- happy effects of Mr. Bivington's mfka^ 

sellers to ithe Society for Promoting tionate temper and paternal 'Cai^. Ob a 

ChrLStssa .Knowledge^ and been uni- numerous family, the conduct oC alkxtf 

formly^ - patronised hty .the Episcopal whom formed the great consoiatiUni^f 

Bet)ch,.and the higher order of the bis life; especially when/- a <fewi<yiean 

Clergy- innumerable, tliere^e, are the ago, he had the misfortune to iowitfap 

valuable works on theology andecclesi- mother who had so l6ng,r with a c<^va*> 

astical aflOiirs that have been published sponding attachment, borne h«r>^iim<'ia 

at their expense, or under their auspices, domestic, education. It may Ite auffiv 

The family of Mr. Charles Rivington cient to sdd, that the harvbby. whMh 

have alaa?been always much connected prevailed in his family, and the :united 

with the Company of Stalaooers. At affections of his sons and dau^ter% 

one time his father, two uncles, and were the admiration of every t mifiitsr 

three ^brothers were, with himsdlf,. H- at his hospitable table. In social li&, 

verymen of the Company. His youngest Mr. Rivington was equally distinguished 

brother, Henry Rivington, Esq., died for mildness and composure <of'teaipar{ 

Cierk of -the Company, June 9. 1829; and his conversation was enlivened ihy 

wlicn he was succeeded in that office by the memory of literary history and anec- 

Mr. Charles Rivington,. a son of Mr. dote, improved by his long oootintinnce 

Charles Rivington* ' His father served in business, and friendly intercourse with 

the office of Master of the Company in men of learning, and in particubur with 

1775 ; his brother Francis in 1805; and many of ^e highest ornaments of our 

he himself in 1819. He had previously c\x\\rch,^-~ Gentleman* s Magaxme* 
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C^it Si|rer Wtf not ftgiln called Ritb 

S. service ttntil the latter end of I804» 

wtien he was appointed to the Proselyte 

SAYER, George, Esq., Rear- Ad- 88, in which be sailed in the foHowing 
nfiral of the Blue, and C.B., Apiil year to the West Indies^ with 150 mer- 
89i 1831; fn Ctwen Str^ Strand; chant vessels and three regiments of in- 
aged 57. Aintry under his protection. In 1805> 

Admiral Sayer iras a natire of Deal, he was removed to the Oalatea 82, in 

■where his father resided as Collector of which he assisted in the capture of the 

the Customs for upwards of thirty yetrs. Danish islands, in Dec. 1807. During 

He entered the navy as a Midshipman, the year 1808, be was Intrusted with the 

th the Flicenix fHgate, commanded by con/kmand of a detached naVid force, em* 

Capt; Geek Anson ByrOn, with whom he ployed at the VIrgiri Isles, and off the 

ivtoc^eded to the East Indies. In 1790 Spanish Main. He returned to Eng- 

teid 1791, Mn Sayer served on shore land in- tlie spring of- 1809, when the 

HnA a ' bcjidy of seamen and marines, at Galatea, being ibtimd very defective, waa 

fbe ridtsMiott of Tippod Saib*s posts and put otit of cottimissioti and taken to 

jMfier possessions <m the Maiabar coast piecte at Woolwich. 

He was also employed on various boat In November following, Capt. Sayer 

;SerVues, !h co*>6pemtion wi^ the army ; was appointed to the Leda, a new (H- 

jmd feot-e a* part in the action between gate of 42 guns ; and at the commence^ ' 

ilie; Pbtsnit and La R^olu, in Nov. ment of the ensinng year was ordered 

i791. ' to convoy a nunil^r of transports to 

' The Phosnix retumed to England in Cadiz, whence he returned with the flag 

sJuly i J793j andMr. Sayer wa? soon after of Vice- Adm. Purvis. He sobtequently 

made, a lieotenant into the Caryafort escorted a fleet of Indiamen to l^ngal ; 

^i kxmimanded by the present Sir Fran- and joining Vice- Adm. Drury^t Madraa, 

4ik Xiaibrey ; in winch he assisted at the in Jan. 1811, was directed by thai officer 

«i^iture' of the Castor frigate, an»r a to assume the command of a squadron, 

dose setion of an -hour and a quarter, having on board 500 men, part of the 

^off Brest, May 99. 1794. From that expedition against Java. Forhisexen. 

period* he se^ed as Capt Lr.*s flrst tiOns on this important service, C!aptain 

Xientenant in the Carysfort, Beaufort Sayer received the thanks of the Su- 

IK^te, and Gangek 74, until March, preme Government t)f India, and ail the 

17-96 ; when he was promoted by that other authorities ; and, on tlie lOth Jan. 

H^cev'S father to the rank of Com- 1812, the thanks of bo^ houses of Par- 

TBander,'aiid appointed to the Lacedas- liament were voted to him, in common 

mnfian sloop of war, on the Leeward with the other naval and military officera 

.isAands'station, in which he was present employed in the capture t)f Batavia ahd 

at the capture of St. Lucia. its dependencies, •< for their skilful, gal. 

" 'Captj-Sayeraubseqaently commanded lant, and meritorious exertions.*' Capt. 

<br<a short time the Albicore sloop, on Sayer also received a gold medal, and 

vhrv^ntaioa station ; and, in 1797, was in 1815 was nominated a C. B. He 

•attached W the flotilla equipped for the remained as senior officer of a squadron 

|iiirpoaeaf acting against the mutinous for several months after the subjugation 

ships ia the Nore. During the two en- of the island. 

csuing^ears, and part of 1600, he com- In Jan. 18IS, Capt Sayer was de- 

iftbiHled the Xenophon sloop of war, tained in command of an expedition to 

^ital^Oned in the North Sea. In 1799 be the island of Borneo, where, in con* 

bought the notorious Irish rebel, Nap- junction with Col. James Watson, he 

per Tahdy, and his principal associates, itocceeded in taking the town, and sub- 

aa Mate prisoners from Hamburgh to doing the whole province of Sambas. 

liOndon. His next appointment was to On the death of Vice- Adm. Sir Sa- 

tbe'Inspector of 16 guns, in which he muel Hood, at Madras, Dec. 24. 1814, 

conveyed the Prince c? Orange and suite the command devolved on Capt. Sayer. 

ih>m England to the Continent. In Con- He accordingly hoisted a broad pendant 

sequehoa of a representation by the mer- on the Leda ; and made so judicious a 

cantile community of Ca^t. Sayer*s zeal disposition of the force under his orders, 

and activity in efibrding protection to that Rear- Adm. Sir George Buriton, 

the trade of his country, he was at on his arrival from England, in June, 

length advanced to post rank, Feb. 14. 1815, to assume the <^f command, 

1801. sent him from Madras to the straits of 

H H 2 
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Aiiad» Md «li*.efaiiui flia^ €dr the pun- Anne** bomty, and pMtly «ft Hit' «i^ 
pds* of dlreeling ib« movettiflnc* of thi mpenae^ -buito a cottfortabto porAinage^ 
thi)^ h« had ak^uly deipatehcd. thkheiw hooie fbr'its inemnbcnts. 
On hi* vb^fage he heard, at Java, af tka in«laHical and sofaoiastie attolimieiiti 
lalificatiaii of peace witli tba United there were few who. alaedliighert wfaoaa 
Stares; and haWng proceeded to the taetee were moee refiaed, or whoweee 
China Sea, was returning tbenee, whett tnore ready to communicate the know- 
be experienced a ty-foong, in which the ledge they had aofuiivd. His anti* 
Leda waa nearly lost. Thus retarded qvarian talents and resfaroli were afaa 
ia hie progress, OtopL Sayer did not no less deep, Tsriedr-and pre-«aiinent^ 
enter the Snvits of Malacca iintH Nov. eriietiier m they reg^ded the laws -and 
10* lBl5t when be received inti^Ugenoe eonstitution of his country generaUyt or 
of the Rear* Admiral's death at Madras, more particnburly as tbey related to the 
en the itlst Sept. ; by which event be history, instiCptioas, end nuinicipal go- 
again found Himself authorised to hoist vemnicnt of his nativ<r city» In ISIS, 
the broad pendant, and assume the do- he pubtiifaed in a quarto votume, ** The 
notnination of Commodore. On the Charters and Letters Patent granted by 
arrival of Rear- Adm. Sir Kicbard King, the Kings and Queens of England to 
at the close of 1816, he resigned the the town and cky of Bristol, newly 
command to that officer, and returned translated and accompanied by the ori^ 
to England after an absence of nearly gmal Latin ;" in the preface to which he 
stovenr years. — Genileman'i Magazine* first announced an **• intended History 

S£Y£R,the Rev. Samuel, M. A., of Bristol: " the publication of the latter 

RectorofFelton, Gloucestershire; Vice- he commenced in the year lasi, when 

XVesidentof the Bristol Literary Society, appeared the first part of volume L of 

Sit, I at Bristol } August 25. 1831 ) af- what he entitled, « Memoirs Historical 

ter a very long illness. and Topographical of Bristol and Hs 

Mr. Seyer was a native of Bristol, Neighbourhood, from the earliest period 

a^d fi»r many years past bore a distin- down to the present time*" Tins por- 

gutshed character amongst its learned tion of his intended history he completed 

and literary piemben. His father, the ia three more parts, making two thick 

Rev«, Samuel Seyer, was Rector of St. quarto volumes, illustrated with name- 

Miohdel, and Master of the Grammar rous plates, drawn and engraved by able 

School in tliat city. artists. Itiese volumes principally ro> 

Tlie subject of tliis notice was entered late to the general history and aati^pHtiea 
as a nrholar of Corpus Christi College, of the city. He has left behind him n 
Oxford, in 1774 ; and graduated B. A. lavge mass of materials neariy ready for 
1778^ and M« A. 1781. For many publication, containing what, perbaps^ 
years afterwatds he conducted a large may be more interesting to the super.^ 
school in the Fort on St. Michaers fidal reader — the topography andMo^ 
Hill, Bristol ; and under his guidance graphy of the city, additions to which he 
the sons of some of the most respectable was constantly making, and the print- 
inhabitants of that city were instructed, ii^ whereof he always anxiously con.* 
as well as those of numerous families in templated -^ but to the delay of which, 
the West of England, from whom, in thereisreason to think, hewasledbythe 
afler periods of his life, he received the apprehension of the probable expense i 
most marked respect and testimonies of for, though the subscribers to << the M6<» 
gratitude. He retired from that esta- moirs** were numerous and liberal, the 
blisbmentin 1810, high in reputetion, unavoidable cost of bringing out ptib<» 
and with such a competent reward for lications of this kind 1^ him barely 
Ills labours as enabled him, during the repaid; and he was, consequently, reluct* 
remainder of iiis life, to enjoy that otnun ant again to incur the risk and anxiety 
cum dignitate which he had so ably and he had before experienced. Mr. Seyer 
honourably earned. Tlie only church was the author also of a popular Latin 
preferment he enjoyed was the small Grammar, which has gone through se- 
living of Horfield, near Bristol, to which vera! editions. He translated likewise 
he was presented, in 1813, by Bishop into English verse the Latin poem of 
Manscl ; holding also, in the seven last . Vida on Chess ; and, in 1808, he pub> 
years of his life, the adjoining rectory lished ** Latinum Redivivum ; or, A 
of Felton. In 1828, when his health Treatise on the modern use of the La- 
began to decline, he resigned tlie former tin Language, and the prevalence of the 
Hying : living, partly through Queen French ; to which is added a specimen 



BtOGRAPHlOAL INDEX FOR 1681; 4^ 

df the Lalin Languag^, - aceomraodatiKl th« good fortiitie to ch«rk ih«> eoli^n of 

to modern use.*' This curious treatise the eneni^ tliaft attad^ed the righft of the 

is as replete with learniiig and research^ army; for wbidi be rooetved the thanks 

«a it IS glowsog with the amor potrim of of ll^jor Weinyw, who at that time 

its author. One object of the inict was oommanded the regisaent. Lieut. Shanlc 

to expose the misclHefs which had be- continued >with the army on -its retreat 

fallen Europe by the dissemination of from Pfaifaiddphia, and was present aft 

the Tevolbtionary principles of Fnnice^ (he battle of MoDtinoiitih; In Ootober, 

whichy in Ms opinion, were greatly i»- 1776, he sueoeededto a company. Aii/» 

flw a acd by the oniTeraal prevalence of Um siei^ of Chariestown be returned to 

ila language; in lieu o£ which, mora New York with Sir Henry Clintonvtand 

particularly in diplomatic oorrespondu was eitgaged in the skimish at SpHng^ 

ence, he was anjaous to substitute the iWki* • 

La^lB. Air. Seyer also pubKsbed, by In August, 1 779, Capt. Shank was 
request of the Mayor and Corporation of aeleoted 1^ Lieut.- Gel « Sxmcoe to com- 
Bristol, an assise sermon, preached be*^ mand atraopof Deagoons^and he«fiefw 
fiif« Sir Robert Oifiord, then Recorder. niHs commanded the cavalry of the 
Hir odier literary productions are, Queen*s Rangers in the eipedition to 
^ A Treatise on the Syntax of the Latift Virgtniay during which he was most 
Verb,^ 8VO., 1796; *« Principles of actively employed, particularly in a se- 
Christ^ity," Iflmo., often rqn-inled; vere action «l Spencer's Ordiaary. 
and «< Clerical Non residence." He was At the close of Che war Capt. Shank 
one of ' <he original members of the returned home, and {n Oct. 1783, the 
BrftstoL fiiterary Society ; and for thirty corps being disbanded, was plaord on 
yearfc was anaufd4y and unanimously baif-pay, on v^Inch he continued till 
elected ltd Vice-President. As a mem* 1791. His friend Col. Suyicoe' being 
ber laf aweH known club of literary then appointed Lieut. <-Oo«ertior of Up- 
^etttlemen; who for many years during per Canada, with leave to iWM' a sfcoall 
the winter months assembled by the corps of 400 rank and file, he was ap* 
lettfi»d of the maiUhom at the Bush pointed senior oIKoer, and left^ under 
T«v(3ni,he will net readily be forgotten, the patronage of tiie Marquis of Biick>- 
ibr-tlie originalhy and extensiveness of iagham, to raise the men in £ngls«Kl( 
his- kilbrmation, and the clearness and which having aeconpltilied, tills Oorps 
Qfiufiencss which he exhibited upon every had leave to take again the name of the 
au^yect wfaSch came under discussion. Queen's Rangers, were -eqw^ped -its a 
hi his. character there was a high-toned light infantry corps, and embaiked Amp 
mdepeadence of mind, an upright de- Cftnadain April, 179(2. He reeef««d the 
mOMlottr, and a sincere attachment to brevetof Major IstMavch, 17 94» Major- 
hie profession. In conclusion, in the 6en« Simcoe, on hisTetHnivta £urope, 
common isoncems of life he was the left Major Shank in eommand df the 
able adviser, the instructive and enter- troops in Upper Canada, in< the summer 
tainiog companion, and the steady and of 1796. He reeeivedahe rank ^f Lieut.- 
sincere friend.— Gentleman*^s Magazine. Coloael Jan. ]« 1798, and in April the 
SHANK, Lieut.-General David; at Xieut- Colonelcy of his vegiment. He 
Glasgow, Oct. 16. 18.SI. On the 4th returned to finglsBid in 1799. 
June, 1776, this officer was appointed From (hat time he continued at home« 
Lieutenant in the Loyalisfs, under the in the expectation of employment under 
Slarl of Dunmore, in Virginia. He Gen. Simooe, until, at the peace of 
was present at the defence of Guyns Amiens, the Queen's Rangers were re^^ 
-Irfand, and other skirmishes ; and served duced. On the 3d Sept. 1603, he waa 
as a volunteer in the battie of Long appointed Lieut. -rColonel in the -Cana- 
Island, Aug. 27. 1776. In March, «lian Feoeibles. He received the rank 
1777, he received a Lieutenancy in the of Colonel iii 18Q8, of Mjgor-General 
Queen's Rangers. He accompanied 1811, and Lieut.-General 1821. — The 
Gen« Howe's army into New Jersey ; iUiyal MUiUiry Calendnr. 
and was engaged in the battle of Bran- SHERWOOD, Thomas, Esq., 
dywine, S^ 11. 1777, when out of M.D. ; Feb. 28. 1830; at Snow Hall, 
twenty-one officers of that corps fourteen near Darlington ; in his 60th year, 
were killed and wounded. Lieut. Sliank For thirty years Dr. Sherwood en- 
commanded the piquet of the regiment gaged himself in the active duties of his 
at the battle of Germantown, near Phi. profession, with zeal and ability rarely 
ladelphia, on the 4th October, and had surpassed even at this day, when liberal 
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cttltlvatid )tMlt» foitoAQ gw i fi l «iid tp 4pNririM»e44fl^ the sMMt lavi^ jP/t9il«MiCMie 

pramincot i«aliif«i in the cfaavarter of item •limpUcUy «f iiw oyi9« or !th»4tiiii> 

tat Emg^.tm^diotl pnujiUioMr. Not f^nehensiivo aod grasping vigauf of Ibe 

ooKloni with te oidiiMry Toutino. lOf ot^or? .^ 

profwMOMtl fiduoMlioB* hthkdp dbMUg .But troubles. caniQ thick aadtbrong 

tbo mgif.jmn. of iiit oeiiTo Jifo»4ipp l iod . ni^o* him* The fint skaCt vro^ wiwM 

himMlf with mrd<mr totiM Hwly .pf ti-feUp >>y tho p«rfidiaMiMi»»i;oi^fw»n4i; 

CuUcM» Ongorgp* «iid ollMr ^mmnwt tbo ii«Kt by a higher «nd.«fi^ HfiJikil 

•utborty until hb tboory and hb fnotipo Power. HU daughter ^ini hifb^vQIvite 

ihMS oDmbNiiiig and landing mntiial aid son ware, taken, fnyn ^i«i witbkfc %ifi9P^ 

toearb other* bo gradually aeqwi^ii that w/eekaof eachother^ :. ..- r ^ -'.r^ 

cottfidanee in bunaelf whkh was .tier Hia eldait dai;^^r 4wd o» Hie ^4^ 

after so fine atraitMa hie eharacieiviwd ^ October^ 189S^oged .82. . JCU^HMh 

by vfaieh lia was ooabled inatinctMy, Sarah Sherwood WMkuidond afiiaetivfi- 

wi it were* tofooiigmta latent diirwPi ate upon the truest, principle -oi ^ipl 

andtoadnuniiter pvoinpt]yoiiherlo4t8 duty ; and those who witneseod ibiy 9uuiy 

prewmlion or il» cure. Itk caees ,4>( and. painful days upou. her dfi^tb4?ed, 

liaotora of the shttU» or oiker aoddoatal can well answer for ihose inteps^..fepl-> 

or oaftHcftl dorangenienl of > Iho- head* he hags of unlaigned religiooj which .^nftf^ 

WMomineody iucces«l«L One ^Ihtse* and at the same time cheeped hfr,jiA|L. 

m pMlacular» deserve*; .to hc^.Mfoiided. 4ng loindf ^ .. i..m 

iliiriqg his rasideM».at'Biahop*$ ^iMk- The hiatoiy of iUUph SbMnvoudc^ifl^ 

ted* a.hoy /ell frais a •highwaU* aod died a Cew weeks after lus siiitfp^J»^6ooii 

baat . upon his head. Dr* Sherwood, told* He wimt destined for.ihpjpfldlifnil 

though altugether in despair of. sawg profossioo; and with this view.hftq^wli^ 

htui* teeptnoed thr i>dy» prolonged his iorA while in.London^ aBd.w#9 f^^" 

life 4o this dJ^; and was consulted on wards removed to Edinbmig^ ^M'^^ie 

thO'Oiteafrdinary operation he had per- ^ickness and talent* hisgip^aMMenAKH^ 

fianpfd by aboDost every eminent ptacti- to anatomical and surgical piiniults, find 

tiooer ia the kingdoaOb the accuracy pf bis pencil and p^ ^n 

Bis dassical «Sucatioa had been from sketching c^-haod, in the hmtiiBk to 

circu vstoncet limited, but iie. gave sig- which he had acoes% those ¥ariou8 mor^ 

aal proof* when in the aocicty of those bid or other appearances pcoduised l>y 

who had appfoadied nearer to the ** in- nature* or the hand of the^openUoTi soon 

tfgr9» Jbniet** than himsirif, that he had gained for him the notice and^^pproJK^ 

afterwwds traced them to their aourcci tion of men whose lightest word, iras 

had tested* and had drunk deeply too, praise. During his aheSk in Edinbmgh* 

of the thouiaiid delightCiil rills which Mr. Sherwood became pcps q ss ed of five 

^11 into tfio f gaand stream of Poetry, very amusing letters written l^ JJi^Sm ^fi^t- 

Amid hia otltCr active employments* be son to Mr. Lrfung* which, witb-a-portiait 

atde many an hour, which ho consecniied of their eccentric autlior etcb€4 tQf, Jljim- 

to the history* the poetry* the biography self, he communicated to Mr." Nichols* 

<^f .his. own oowniry<* . Thence he in^ who inserted tl\emin the tbu^y9ih;Hme of 

formed his ^tndentanding and cultivated ** Literary Illustmtioxks of the £ig)VMith 

lus taste fi thence* also, he drew those Century*" p. 775, he But hero b^ns 

stores which* ever beaaooBg aa they did the sad tale ; under a mistakeu idea, of 

within ihe breast of their possessor, shed the high theatrical powers which p«npns 

tootheir hemgn and deUfj^tful influence into whose company it was. his q^s6>r- 

on his cooipanions and his friends, tune to fall persuad^ him .that he,iios- 

Who ever hoard him give*, with that di». seseed* in connection with the fact .that 

. tinct and' .manly intonation* that ener- bis expensive habits had made him afraid 

getical expression, at> peculiar to hunself, of meeting his justiy^irritat^ father* he 

Oray's Ode to Adversity* or Johnaon's ftt once quitted the profession i|x which 

critique on Mikon's plau of initiating he was sq well qualified to excel* and 

: ■ . betook himself to t^e fA^gfi,. , ^.Ipd* 

however, the, grace to drop,^ p^itei^ial 

• See Surtees's « History of Durham," sirname. — but the nama . of iixxm 

vol. 1. p. 10. Introduction; and judge Shjcrwih will not soon be forgotton*«not 

of the man '* without the early and only in most of the provincial thsatres* 

valued assistance of whom that work but even at Drury Lane, where, in Dam/i< 

would never have been undertaken." Dinmont, and similar characters, which 
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fihmseBtogy^ be paitlokli^ly '^itoiAled. *% «n «Kt6r{iiiM]9g«iid<€ti«fgelichirindi like 
IMIoir^ift HrisguMecl youth thttKigh Hie Mtt araitb*s,'4t wk '«ws» raiiadt faim^to 
iMnbu^ViiVioet and cbanges ofbw^sol^ MknluiDd) 'and^^tnr^yiitoeafter^.we find 
sequent history is unnecessary, if eveti it 'liim' Mleoted^fov's 4aBg6rdii9<'s0mi» 'in 
"^ei^ poMiUe* HewRStttleifgtb, how- 4h« Arst' Asbaatee v«r. flt^mumfwof- 
«teir, fl<fely forgiven by hk ofl^mled MQMled the foeireaiof AaBBnifibed, and 
IhHtar, and without one afiigk murniur 'its kliabiiwiu ivore nduoed to the last 
ofdispleaaurewas welcomed tohiahonie ; bopmKf£ deimce y ' whtv MiC^ Sadth was 
'l^iit; after a T6ry short [dme^' widi- MHtttademand^a lrttee$ and iia'after- 
'^Mtr any a^pivent teasob, he* Hbrttpdy waMlaaNistediiiee<teiintgoo«ofdieMiel 
quitted his father*» hottae, attached him- ehiaft ' who ttinakd^ the > sablfet at tftie 
keif fo the stage onee tbar^, slept in a 'war/and who'had been paoteeisd by the 
dttttip hed« In Cambridge^ early in %he 'MtthM iowhieh' outfsettlementa stood, 
year 1880, -and eame home to die. Hie ^&Ai inan wio iak&D^aM the immineht 
Ml imd free «ondoBaiio& of what was rhdr^f allengagedjnthetashf and Mr. 
]^B9t, and the pleasurable {ntervourae and * JBntith ■ was '<or£red . to eonddct him by 
conversation between father and son,*^ sealVonv head-^uartaN i» Amnanaboo. 
as far as the grief of the ^nner Ibr-ilie BGuaA'tOfikm tettom of lb» oaooe, he 
■death erf' bis dau^ter, and the deeply ye^attempted, by owaaao^ a) kaife can- 
rooted disease of the latter, woidd per. -eeiildd abbtit inah-to aeiilAi' faer^ and^in 
mit, — will not be soon forgotten by those ote vionswbr all -fwnld haM mit with 
who witnessied tbem both. Ibar^ but^bevlgilaiitteye' ef the yev&g 
' Atoid the gloom whroh, from all sides, «iffioar delected the adlheine^ uad -saved 
loweftd ahKind him, the fkfher recog- ltin»elf and soldierB from de«»uctfaHi. 
Hised not the Arm which, in chastening. In cOnsequenOe of faift' exCillekit' con- 
was coneccing and puriff ing his hesrt : duct^> Mr. fiknitfa was mada'tbr-bteNV of 
he would talk incoherently of Ids>l08t the despatches to EngUnd^' Where • he 
danghler frem morning till night; and received the most flattoring* marks of 
he would sit gasing, with a vacant, approbation Ihwn his eaqvlojeft. flborlly 
glassy eye, upon a picture of his son in after his return to Africa, he eucoeaded 
one of his characters. He was fbrlom to the command of a fbrtrass ; and he 
and' Uighted--^ reason reeled OB her seat who had so suddenly «prungftoai>boy to 
^*- she received not from him that ** sweet man, now aa suddenly became the dig- 
obliviovs antidote "so often administered nified superior, wboae conmanda were 
'>lo others-^ the conflict was over, and he Jaw, and whese woidi wwaiiever at- 
hurned into eternity. His body was tered in vain. WfasrivevkedMunned-the 
fimnd in the Tees, at the distance of a reins of government, 'Oide^ mid dlriti- 
lleld ftym his house, and was afterwards pline followed ; humlneMfdAces'didap- 
bttried, with his father and mother and peared; tl» nativiM«warw kept* In awe 
ciifldren, in Staindcop churchylird. — by a bandftil ^of ■ 8oktter8^"'aBd the 
Abiidged ft«m The GenUeman*8 MagO' British namr ww^ aespeeted* ■ At tiie 
Mine. age^thirty he waa iqipoi«ted6overa6r- 
BMITH, John Hope, Esq., late in^Chief, being pRMooted tothat etatikm 
Oovesnor-in-Cfaief of tiie British Settle- out of the usoal routine^ do cobee^euce 
ments on the Gold Coast; on the 15th of his merits; and, from that moment^ 
of March, 18S1 ; in Baker Street. It is the aettleftientB managed ftr govern- 
alike impossibie for those who knew mentbsrtheAfrtomGoBteitte^asenmed 
Mr* Smith as a private individual, or a respectability and importance to Which 
those who were acquainted with his they had long been Btnuigers; - 
public career, to sufifer him to sink into The mission to Ashontce, the Urst 
the grave without some tribute to the successful travel in the west of Afrib^ 
noble quafities by which he was disttn- took phice dming Mr. Smith'a com- 
guJshed in each capacity. Respectably mand, wlien the unale and nephew*, of 
bom and educated, he followed the kiadfed spirits, formed a treaty of peace 
golden illusions which tempted BO many and commerce with these barlMuians; 
to the coast of Africa ; and was placed at which would have been of lasting advan^ 
Cape Coast Castle by his father, as a tage to England, had it not been over- 
writer in the serrice of the African Com- thrown by subsequent interference ; and 
mitlee, at the eariy age of fourteen, which was so well recognised as benefi-^ 

Thus left to his own guidance, with — — = ■ 

only the years of a child over hb head Mr. T* Edward Bowditch. 
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cial, that the EagUah gvve 9000L tothe them agaiiist teveral hundvedi «f the 
Aihantee monarch to restore that whidi Wbydafas ; hot hk reaolvtiim was eoon 



and inexperience had de- taken. Calling the aqptain of the guard* 
atroyed. On the ren^oaliOD of the he denred him to lock the gate aAer 



aattlemaDti into the immediate hands him and aanirae the oammand, and went 
0(f goveroBMOt, Mr. Smith was offered alone in the canoe with Mr. BCeraditb'a 
aicher a pension of TOO/, per annun), or seraaat. On his nmnd at Whydah, 
• regiment and the continuance of his one of the bafliariaw, aaore humane 
oommand at Cape Coast, subject to the than the rest, aotiooed hiraawsqrv and 
•control of the ataff st Siena Leona. gave him to onderstaod,' by signs^ that 
Mr. Smhh's views imt ill aocorded with he would be destroyed if he kmdcdL 
thoseof tha late Sur Charles M^Caiti^; Mr. Smith, howeatr^ peweas w dy «id 
and, accepting the usual penaion, he plaeedhimidf in theh8iidsof4lie Why« 
withdrew ftom puUie aarrice. A life dahs, aa a pledge for the setflaaasnt flf 
<of tranquillity and retirement was but the palaver. But the maostars waaa 
little soited to his habits and feeUnga ; too much eacited ao hear maton :. thaf 
and he by tuiis resided in the diffiaraot deprived Mr. Smith of ckithia^, and- 
coutttiies of £ura|ie. marched htm naked, ooder a. Imviung 
A seaeR cold, caught And aegiected aoid-^hiy sun, with Us «nhappy Inaad* 
iu Paris, prompted his retura Id Eag^ in the lifce oonditBOD, fisr miles ; Jaad 
land ; sand, after iite weeks of daeadful fiading that this failed to exhauat tham^ 
auflieiing, he «xpired in a rapid eon- they, out the stiff gness of diat coisntry 
aumptioo, at theage of Ibrty-four* The into a slanting stubble, -tkut it tnii^ 
fslioviing anec do te speaks so loudly in laesrate their feet^ nor waa ihisenosigh 
Mr. SmUh's praise, that it is hetter to --><tfae wrctches set:fire to it, in eider to 
Kslate it than to employ the muhi- saoroh their legs as ihfywaHEed^iver. it ^ 
tude of Bseasured phrases whidi are so AU day ware the victims, txipowd' to 
often lavished on departed excellence: these sufferings, when at Jei^tb Ma 
the fortaess of Wbydah was the- most Smith obtained a hearing; and when he 
distant of tfae.|Kisto occupied by the had reduced the demand it many hun^ 
a a iva u l a of the Committee, . and . wm dreds to tufo, he was cfetsined ^tiil :the 
ooaaaaaded by Mr. Hcniy Meieditb, return of messengers £pom ihia fratrcss, 
"Who was aqpposed fo have TCalised a wbese be had seatifaem fortheaaiouat^ 
«aasideraUe property by bis commercisl Mr. Memditfa having some time befiire 
nrtcreourse acith the natives. His iso- tcanssntted his property to i^glsJadi 
lated position, and the smdll force can*. It is grievous to tell^ that the deaesioB 
taiaed within the fortress, made him aa and befoismof Mr. Smith, mily abosi^ 
■aaqr prey to the Whydahs, who were ened the torments of bis fiiend for a iaw 
'deitousufstr%>pingi]imof his wesMi; howa; for he dssdof exhiHistiatt thaa 
though oapidify was thaur sole motvre, ssme nigfat. The fortress of Whydah 
aa t^ had net a single act to coon, was aftervrards rased «o the grouwi hf 
lalain of that coukl have eacited their a Britidi frigate, 
raacnge. Tbey contrived to quanral It is not necessary to expatiate an 
anth fainv and demanded a sum of the affliction caused hy losing auch a 
mdaey in oid^ to settle the palaver man ir cm. m, cincleitf •frieBfealtdl«la- 
/aB they teem all sorts of disputes), tions ; for with these sorrows the world 
Mr. Meredith resisted; and was oae has little to do: one who loved and 
night sefBsd by the saiaga wretBhes^ respected him for his prieale visliBea...* 
andfedbythemantothebwh oribrest. oae who was an incessant object of his 
A faithful servant oanteived to escape Idadest cases ^^ one who was. an eye^ 
mmoticed in a canoe, and made the vRitaem of his exalted warUi « a public 
gisatcst haste .to Mr, Smith's fortsess, character, now closes thb brief aliusian 
which ams:the nearest. He arriaad there io his excellences, with Uie ainoeae hope 
IB the middle of the night, andalarming that they have met with their heasealy 
the epntiacls, ^fae was su&md to enter^ mward.— - New Montkfy JKagtaame. 
even as for aa the Gbaemor 'S bedroom, SPENCER, ttie Right Hon. X^esd 
wtem he told his story. There was no Robert,a Privy Caunoillor,>aodD« CLi. ; 
thnaito loae-.- Mr. Mendith night have unde to the Duke of Mailborough and 
perilled iiefore assistance could have Lord Cfaurobill ; June J2S. 1861-; at his 
MBchsd. iiim from head^-quarlers,. and house in Arlington. Street, Piocadillj; 
Mr. Smith'fl soldiers were too few to aged 84. 
allow 4ff his marobiag a detachment of His Lordship was bom May 3. 1747 ; 
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tfaiS ikirA son and faiiDgtst child of 
Obarksy second i>ake of Marlboroagli, T. 
and the Hoo. £Kaabetfa Trevor, daugh- 
ter and h^iresft of Thomas, second Lord THURLOW, the Right Hon. Mary 
T»evor. He was educated with hiabro- Katharine, Lady; Sept. 98. 1890; at 
ther the bte Duke, at Blenheim, under Southampton ; aged 40. 
the care of the late Archbiriiop Moorey This lady, who was for some years an 
and at Christ Chnrch, Oxford, where he actress, of no mean celebrity, at Covent 
waa created 11. A», May 6. 1765, and Oarden^rheatre, was the eldest daughter 
IXC.L., July 7. 1773. Hk Loitlship of Mr. James Richard Bolton, an attor. 
was, for the greater part of his lifo, a nay in Long Acre. Having received a 
ttieinher iif &e House of Commona. muaieal education under Mr. Lanza, she 
He was first retnmed for Woodstock at sang with much success at tlie Hanorer 
the general election of 1768 ; and, hav- Square and Willis's Rooms* concerts. It 
ing been made a Commissioner of the is said that when, at the age of seven- 
Bwtfd of Trade, was re-elected pursuant teen, she made her first appearance on 
to a new writ issued AprU 24. 1773. the stage (October 8. 1806), she had 
In Jannary, 1744, he again vacated his witnessed only five dramatic perform. 
8|»t by accepting the stewardship of the ances, .^ three during her childhood, and 
manor jof East Hendred, and was elected two in the winter of 1605> Mr. Lania 
Mankber for the city of Oxford ; for introduced her to Mr. Kemble and Mr. 
which he was re-chosen at the general Harris ; and the character selected for 
dections of that year and 1780; in 1792, her dSha was Polly, in the " Beggars' 
alter having been appointed one of the Opera. " In this she was brilliantly sue- 
Yice«Treasurers for Ireland; and at the cessful; the piece was repeated many 
general election of 1784. At those of times during the season. " Love in a 
1790 and 1796, he was returned for Village" was revived specially for the 
Wareham ; for which be resigned his purpose of introducing her to the public 
seat, by again accepting the stewardship in that opera ; and in many other pieces 
of'East Hendred, Feb. 22. 1799« He she was received with equal favour. 
ra*entered the House during that par- Miss Bolton retained her station with 
liamcnt for Tavistock ; was re.chosen in eclat for seven years ; when, after a 
1>802 ; aecefrted the Chiltem Hundreds, courtship of some length, she was mar- 
Febv 10. 1806 ; and, having during the ried to Ix>rd Thnrlow, at the chnreh of 
vacancy been appointed Surveyor of his St. Martin's in the Fields, Nov. 1 3. 1 816* 
Majesty's Woods and Parks, was re- It has been stated that, previously to 
eleoiod, and again at the general election her marriage, she obtained from Lord 
inthat y«ar. Of the parlicunent which Thurlow an annuity for her father and 
sat from 1807 to 1812, his Lordship mother, to whom she was deeply and 
does not appear to have been a member ; afiectionately attached. Lady Thurlow 
but in the latter year he was again elected appears to have been one of the very 
for Tavistock; and in 1818 again for few actresses who, having by marriage 
WDodstook» In 1820, we believe, he been elevated to the peerage, have 
finally retired from the duties of a sena- proved capable of sustaining a high 
tor ; having been a member of ten parii- character in private equally as in p«d»lie 
aaaeniB, extending through a period of life. We have never heard her men. 
Upwards of fifty years. He was a steady tioned but in terms of respect — as a 
supporter of Mr. Fox and the Whig pattern of conjugal duty and domestic 
party. happiness. Her ladyship has left three 
Lord Robert Spencer was married at sons, of whom Edward Thomas, the 
Woolbeding in Sussex, Oct. 2. 1811, to eldest, succeeded to the family title and 
Henrietta, only daughter of Sir £verard estates, on the death of his father, June 
Fawkvner, K.B., and widow of the 4. 1829. — Gentleman's Magazine. 
Hon. Edward Bouverie, uncle to the 
late Earl of lladnor, by whom she was 

mother of the late Countess of Rosslyn, Y. 
of Migor-Gen. Sir H. F. Bouverie, 

K. C. B., and several other children. VINCENT, Richard Budd, Esq., 

Her Ladyship died Nov. 17. 1825, liav- a Captain in the Royal Navy, and 

ing liad no family by her second mar- C. B. ; at Deal, August 18. 1831. 

riage. :— Gentleman's Magazine. This officer was born at Newbury, 

where his father was a bauker. He 
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entefcd tiM nivy undef tlM pfotodMA' in 4DCf ^sfioui MifiL68 perfbrtmd 17 thv^ 
of Vice- Admiral Banington, whom he sloop. Oapt. Vincent was p roceedi ng oft 
aeconipani«d in the BHtannia, a firsts hia -voyage wMh the Acheron boii^bvttder 
rate, to the relief of Gibraltar in 1762« hia orders, when, on the 4th Feb. 1809^ 
He then senred In the Salisbniy 50, the ileet was intercepted by two powerfbl 
bearing the flag of Vke- Admiral Cam^ French IHgates; and, aftera flerere aotion 
bell, at Newfoundland, the Trimmer of anfaour and twenty minute%Gapt.Vin- 
sloop, P^gase and Carnatic third ratea, cent was redaoed to strike his cokmrs to 
and Prince 98, the flag-ship of Sir John rincorruptible of 48 giina,and 650 men) 
Jefvis. In Nov. 1790, he was appointed indnding troops. "Hie' AdRrOn^ -after 
Lieutenant in the Wasp sloop of'waiv hoTingdrawii theotherfisgatetoa con- 
eihployed in the Channel. He a uba e i sidentMe dialance, was abo ei^lmisdx- 
quently served in the Terrible 74,-c«Hi«i bnt.asch'were the go^tesliHs of* die 
manded by Captain Skeffington Lut* prokiBged cdnMst, ilMt- only thvee viMw- 
widge, which was one ^ tfie sqliaiiA'oK sals wnfd eaptm^ «it «f a fleet «f 99 
employedat Toulon in >79^ and ^nuimg- saiL' Captaift'Vincentrand^Bhecre^MBC 
the siege of Corsiea; and then for d the 'Arrow Ivorb dfetained p Ae— r d i.. at 
short time Joined the.Virtoryv Lord Carthagena Am* nbout i tiiree aftonlli^ 
Hood*b flag-^ip, in tUe Medterrahean* wlien tb«y #ere aHtfwed td-embaiild ill a 
In 1795 he was present Iff the IHumph cartel brig aent by Lord NelaaUL '"A- 
74, at the action oflT Belleisle; end in Court Mtftiil, assembled at Portsmotttlf 
1797, when First Xiieutenaat- of tiiai on the 7 th vf June^bHowing; reeorAed 
ship, he was IcfV in command of her on* its opinion, ** that Ae ioM of'fai»Mi^«^ 
the North Sea station, dhiring the ntu- ty's-fidoop^^Arre^ Was.oooaaionedbf lieir 
tiny at the Nore, and, by his firm a|id'jih> falling in with « 'TerysttpcHdr flsate* «f 
dicious conduct, consideriflsly 'reprencd theenemy^ and being under the neoeaJ 
the spirit of jnsuboi^dination that pre^- sity of Surrondesing her, after a bmro^i 
▼ailed amongtt her craw. A few days determined,' Sand weU4baght aotion of 
before. the battle of Gbpenhagen,- he was nearly an hour and a> half^aoian* after- 
removed to the Zealiind 74, at the paiu whibh sh^ sunk ftomthetinjnries she<re<^ 
tieular request of his Mend Adm. Lub- celvedintheaetion/^ CaptVineentwaa 
widge, under whose flag he served in the ift eonse^ence ^* most honoiirablyao* 
different ships to which it was removed quitted ;** dnd immedialely Haeeived his 
between that period and tlie peace of po6tconimi9Bion;a8didCapt;Favqiihar} 
Amiens', \vhen he obtained the rank of who commanded the AebeTOn. Tbey 
Commander bv commissfen, dated April were also each presented by the Patrielf d 
29^1 802. ^ Fund at Lloyd's with a aworii ef leot* 
^Pi the following month, Capt Vincent value ; by the Committed of* the Mcvm 
was appointed to the Arrow, a smgu- chants trading to the- BleditemneaK 
larly constructed sloop tof war mounting with a reoompence far -their 'losses^ of 
twenty-eight 89 pounders, with a cotn- which Capt. Vincent's share was^Of*?- 
plement of 121 men. In this vessel he and some years after by the mercbahts 
cruised for some tinie against the smug* resident at Malta with a aervieer of phlW 
glers on the Devonshire obast; but» the valued at a hundred guineah. ' • 
Arrow being too easily recognised at a For some mentis in 1806^ Gapt. ViA-i 
distance by those illicit traders, she was cent commanded the ' Brillisnt* 28^ 'on.- 
paid of in Peb. 1809. Capt: Vincent the Irish station; but at the dose of 
was, however, imme^Bsrtely re^^appointed the year was obliged to -resign 60m ill 
to her ; and during tlie remainder of the health, winch prevented his return to 
year , was employed in escorting the trade service until 1 S06« He ^raA then corn- 
to Portugal^ Oibraltar, -Malta) &c. Iii missioned to act as Captai* of the Cam* 
1604, he visited most of the countries brian frigate, in cowi^ng a -fleet to the 
and capitals of the south of Europe, in^ Mediterranean, ahd there W etchange t(^ 
eluding Constantinople, where the Ga- the Hind 98/ After he«had twice visited 
pitan Pacha, during an interchange of the itegency of Algiets'iu'a diplomatic 
civilities and visits, presented him withan character. Captain Vinceaft was refl tti ng 
elegant sabre. At the close of that year his ship at Malta^ when Sir A4ezaBder 
he receiviecl orders to take charge of the Ball, the Goniemor and Port Admiral, 
homeward bound trade collected at induced him to assume the Command of 
Malta ; on which occasion Lord Nelson the Trident 64, then' vacant by the death 
conveyed to him his Lordship's << full of Capt. Robt. Bell Campbcdl ; and he 
approbation" of his " zealous activity'* continued to conduct the various duties 
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d tha* -ptt% in4er MTwal «aeceM&ve Gommoni for many yean, and in the . 
AdiTiiia>%- until the tenninatuw»of boitu last Parliament but one represented 
iitiesin'lSHj and aUterwaids aa saner Wexford; he married, in 1812, Selina» 
offle<r,untilthecoannencementof 1816. youngest daughter of the late Sir John 
He was theo-remoyed into the Aquilon Macnamara Hayes, Bart, and M.D., 
3d, and {Hnceeded to Naples and Leg- and sister to the present Sir Thomas 
bom to join the squadron under Lord Felham Hayes, and has issue ; 2. Cathe- 
Sxmonth, by whom he was sent to £Rg- rine, married, Oct. 21 . 1803, to Charles 
Iaiid.witiide8patobe8;andwaspaido€rat Tottenham^ of Ballycnrry, Esq., then 
Deftfordf in April of the same year. If. P. for New Boss, cousin to the 
Diuingsresidenceof nearly eight years Marqnis of Ely; -3. John Wigram, 
at Malta, he preserved the greatest una- Esq* a Director of the East India Com- 
nsnity with the Govemors, and iavavi- pany ; 4. William Wigram, Esq. a Di- 
afa[lyoblakiedtlieir^[>pvobotian. He was. rector of the East India Company, late 
appainttA a Companion of the Bath, on M. P. for Wexford ; 5. Maria» and 6. 
Ibe Awadalion of that class of the order another . child, who died young. Sir 
in. Joae^ 181 5. *-*- Abridged from Afar* Robert's first wife dying, Jan. 23. 1 786, 
sM^*s Roymi Naval Biogrcgfhy, he married, secondly, Eleanor, daughter 
« WIGRAM, Sir Robert, of Waltham* of John Watts, Esq. Secretary at the 
stow House, Bart« Nov. & 1880; at Victualliog Office, and afterwards of 
Watohamstow, Essex ; aged 86. Southampton, by whom he had tweWe 
• Sir Robert Wigram was bom at Wex^ sobs and three daughters: 7. Eleanor, 
foni> Jan. SO. 1744, the only son of John mamed to Unwin Heathcote, of Sliep- 
Wigmm, merchant, of Bristol, by Mary, halbury, in Hertfordshire, Esq. ; 8. 
daughter of Robert Clifford, of Wexford, Money Wigram, Esq. a Director of the 
Esq* Following, and extending, the Bank of England ; he married in 1822, 
mencantile pursuits of fats forefaihers, he Mary, daughter of C. Hampden Turner, 
xhadn aevend voyages to India in the Esq. and has issue ; 9m Henry Loftus ; 
sei«ic0of the Con^any, and became one 10. • Harriet, who died July 1 6. 1 823, in 
o£ then most eminent ** ship's husbands " her 2 1 st year $11. James Wigram, Esq. 
in^the port of London ; as well assole^ M.A. formerly Fellow of Trinity Col- 
or, at least principal owner, of several lege, Cambridge; he married in 1818, 
vcasels trading to Bengal, Madras, and Anne, daughter of Ricliard Arkwright, 
Boibbay; and one of the greatest im- Esq. ; 12. Octavius Wigram, Esq. who 
povters of drugs in England* He was married in 1824, Isabella . Charlotte, 
Chairman of S»e meeting of the mer- daughter of the Right Rev. William 
chants 4md bankers during the alarming Knox, D.D. Bishop of Derry, and 
period of the French Revolution ; and niece to Lord Viscount Northland, and 
became Lieutenant- Colonel of the 6th has issue; 13* Anne, married, on the 
London regiment of volunteers, con- day following the marriage of her 
sisluig of 71^ rank and file. brother James, to hi^ brother-in-law the 
^ He was returned to Parliament in Rev. Joseph Arkwright, M. A. now 
1802^99 Member for Fowey ; and created Vicar of Latton in Essex ; 14. Charles 
a Baronet by patemt,' dated Oct. 20. Laird; 15. the Rev. Joseph Cotton 
lAOJ. At the general election in 1806, Wigram, M.A. of Trinity College, 
he was chosen for the town of Wexford; Cambridge; 16. Richard; 17. Ely 
but after the dissolution in 1807 he re- Duodecimus, in the Coldstream Guards; 
titled fnom public life, having, with Ins 1 8. Edward, married to Catherine, 
siAs, given an uniform support to Mr« daughter of George Smith, "Esq, M.P. 
Pitt* Sir Robert was a Vice-President bbA niece to Lord Carrington ; 19. 
of the Pitt Club. Loftus Tottenham, also M. A. of Trinity 
Sir Robert Wigram was twice mar- College, Cambridge ; 20. George Vice- 
ried, and had die large family of twenty, simus, a Commoner of Queen*s Col- 
one children. His'first wife was Cathe- lege, Oxford, married to Fanny, daughter 
rine, daughter of Francis Broadhurst, of of the late Colonel Thomas Cherbuiy 
Mansfield^ in Nottinghamshire, Esq., by Bligh, and his cousin^ Lady Theodosia 
whom he hod six children: 1. Sir Bligh, niece to the Earl of Darnley ; 
Robert Wigrem, who was knighted May and, 21. William Pitt, B. A. of Trinity 
7i 18-13, and has now succeeded to the College, Cambridge. 
Baronetcy ; he is a director of the Bank Sir Robert Wigram*s will has been 
of England, and a Fellow of the Royal proved in Doctors* Commons, and pro- 
Society ; he has sat in the House of bate granted for four hundred thousand 
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pouniU p craomi pnipettj, b wMw fiee- «aoiig wbam have risen four 
hold estates. This enormous amoudt aries wbo have long filled posts d use- 
is in addition to the large fortunes fulness in foreign stations. He was for 
given during bis lifetime to his nunae- years an active member of the Society 
rous children. — Gentleman** Ua^aacme. for Promoting Christian Knowledge, tiie 

WOODD, the Rev. Basil, M. A., for Church Missionary Society, the London 

thirty-eight 3rears Minister of Benlinck Society for promoting Christianity amoiig 

Chapel, Mary.le-bone, and Rector of the Jews, the Prayer-Book and Homily 

Drayton Beaucfaamp, Bucks ; April 12. Society, the British and Foreign Bible 

1831 ; at Paddington Green, aged 70i Society, and an Association for supp^ 

He was bom at Richmond, in Surrey, ing the bargemen and boatmen on the 
August 5. 1760^ and educated by (fae GrandJunction Canal with Bibles, Tea- 
Rev. ThoB- Clarke, Rector of Chesham taments, and Common Prayer Books, 
Bois. At the age of seventeen, he b^ and maldng provision for the instruction 
came a student at Trinity College, Oi^ of their children, 
ford, where he obtained the degree of As an author, Mr. Woodd conSned 
Master of Arts in 1785, and of which his labours chiefly to tracts and to sin- 
coUege he remained a member to the day gle discourses. Ttie Memoir of Mnii 
cf his death. At the age of twenty. Hannah Wood« his excellent mother, 
three be was ordained I^acon, at the was one of his eariiest productions. 
Temple Church, by Dr, Thurlow, Ba^ which afterwards found a permanent 
shop of Lincoln ; and in 1784 Priest, at residence in Dr. Jerment*8 Memoirs of 
Westminster Abbey, by Dr. Thomas^ PiousWomen. — ^The Church Catechism, 
Bishop of Rochester. He frequently witbexplanations. — The Faith and Duty 
assisted the lato Dr. Conyers, rector of of a Christian, expressed under proper 
St. PauVs, Deptford. Shortly after- hea^s in the words of Scripture. — Ad- 
wards he was chosen Lecturer of St. viceto Youth.— Th^ Duties of the Mar- 
Peter's, Comhill; in which situation he ricd State. — The Day of Adversity. — 
continued his services for twenty- four The Rod of tlie Assyrian, a Fast Day 
years. In ^eb. 1785, he received the ap- Sermon. — Memoir of Mowhee, a New 
pointmeiriSt of morning preacher at Ben- Zealand Youth, who died at Padding- 
tinck Chapel. Soon after entering on ton. — A Memoir of Bowyer Smith, a 
the labours of that place, he introduced pious child. — The Harmony of Divine 
evening preaching, which was at first Truth. — The Excellence of the Litur- 
opposed by many, as a strange and novel gy, a Sermon. — A missionary Sermon, 
proceeding ; but he withstood the oppo- — Selections from Versions of the 
sition^ and saw his perseverance crowned Psalms of David, and other portions of 
with success, and his example followed the Sacred Writings ; in which are some 
by many other ministers. In 1808, original compositions. 
Lady Robert Mannefs presented him to Mr. Woodd was warmly attached to 
the rectory of Drayton Beauchamp, to all the doctrines of Christianity. He 
which place he was accustomed to repair rarely led \m hearers into tlie labyrinths 
for a few months of every year. of controversy ; but chose rather to 

Mr. Woodd exerted himself very dwell on those topics which aro best 

greativ and successfully in establishing calculated to reach the heart, and to 

schools. It is supposed that, under his regulate the life. He was zealously 

superintendence, not less than 3C00 attached to the Established Church, — 

children have passed through the schools Genileman^s Magazine, 
connected with Bentinck Chapel, from 
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